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— Some people be understood had been at infinite pains to condemn the 
firsimers of the Navigation Act^ and to ridicule those who were weak enough to 
look up to it as beneficial to the country, notwithstanding which, be would confess 
linuelf one of those weak beings who admired its construction, and would gladlf 
see it pTt$eryed^ inviolate. Lord Loughborough* i Speech, Feb. 22, 1786. 

— At present, amongst European nations, a «tft;tf/ strength, which is the 
portion of Great Britain, is more than ever of the greatest importance to sovereignty, 
a» ■^•eU because nrfost of the kingdoms of Curope are not continents, but, in a good 
measure, surrounded by the sea ; as because the treasures of both Indies seem 
but aA accessory to the dominion of the seas. Lor^ Bacm* 

■ It is good not to try cKperimentt in states, except the necessity be urgent, 

or the utility evident; and well to beware that it be the reformation that draweth 
on the change, and not the desire of change that pretendeth the reformation ; an^ 
lastly, that the novelty, though it be not rejected, yet be held for a suspect, and as 
the scripture saith— ^' That we make a stand upon the ancient ivay^ and then 
** look about us, and discover what is the straight and right way, and so to walk in 
•« it." Ibid., 
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THE NAVIGATION AND TBADE 

GREAT BRITAIN, 

if c. Kc. 

INTRODUCTION. 

THE following Reports of the Privy Council firamed 
bytliat able and long experienced Statesman the Earl of . 
LIVERPOOL, in the years 1784 and 1791, when Pre- 
sident of the Committee of his Majesty's most honourable 
Privy Council for the Affairs of Trade and Foreign Plan- 
tations, contain a complete, satisfactory, and accurate In- 
vestigation of the important question respecting the in- 
tercourse in American Ships, betweeii his Majesty's Co- 
lonies in the West Indies and the United States oi America^ 
and they will be found, on an attentive perusal, to jMrove 
that the Complaints of the West India Planters, on the. 
Restrictions therein recommended, were utterly unfound- 
ed$ that Great Britain znA, Ireland 2Xid the remaining £f7/i>^ 
Colonies in North America were fully adequate to the 
Supply in British Ships of all the necessary articles for 
the West India Colonies ; and that the Ship-owners of 
Great Britain and Inland instead of rejecting the Naviga»^ 
tion between the American Continent and the West 
India Islands, on account of the Expence of the circuit* 
ous voyage, had every inducement of Profit^ if the Naviga^i 
tion Laws were inviolably maintained^ to enter fully an(i 
effectually into tl^it Trade \ and in further corroboration 
of this assertion the Society of Ship-owners not only re« 
fer to the Debates^ which took place in Parliament be# 
tween the years 1783 and 1789 on the Trade with Ame^ 

* See the Collection of Debates ia Pariiament on the Trade to $ati 
£rom Asnerica^NavigatioD Act, &c. Ocuvo Edition, 1807. 
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rica, and the Sentiments then expressed by some of his 
'MsLjestfs fr£Sffit Ministers on the Subject, but also ta 
their admision at the interviews which took place with 
theia last Summer, namely, yA^/ in time of peace* the Mother 
Country and its dependencies were adequate to all the 
necessary Supplies in British Ships of the West India 
Colonies, which consequently narrowed the subject so as 
to make it a mere question of Price, 

The great hodj of British Ship-owners opposed the'Ame- , 
rican Intercourse Bill of last Session from a thorough Con- 
viction not only of its impolicy, but its ruinous tendency to 
the vital interests of the Empire, and in the hope that an 
Inquiry would have been instituted by Parliament on that 
subject, and into the actual StaAe of the Shipping and Navi- 
gation of the Country, as the Increase of Shipping and the 
Improvement of Navigation were objects that had informer 
days frequently engaged tjie attention of THE LEGISLA- 
TURE, and various provisions had been n^ade from time to 
time, by which it was endeavoured to confine^ as much as 
possible, theTrade to and fromthisCountryandits depend- 
• encies, the employment of the Ksheries, and the convey- 
ance coastwise, to the Shipping and Mariners of this country 

Mlone. 

** The Laws which the Legislature has provided for 

** the encouragement and increase of British Shipping 

•* and Navigation are a Series of restrictions and prohi- 

, ** bitions, apd tend to the establishing of a Monopoly, but 

•* it is a plan of regulation which our^ancestors, who were 

** more versed in the practical philosophy of life than 

** thfe speculative one of the closet, thought necessary 

•* for the welfare and safety of the kingdom ; reasoning 

^ bom the self-preservation of an individual to theself-pre- 

* See also the American Intercourse Bill of last Session^ as it vra^faa 
j^ftbted. 
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^ nervation of a people^ they con^dered the defence of this 
^ Island fcarafireipi invasion as the ^rst law in the na^ 
^^ tional Policy ; and judging that the dotninion of the lanJL 
" could not be preserved without possessing that of the Sea, 
^ they made every eflFort to procure to the Nation a mari* 
** time power of its own. They wished that the Merchants 
^ should own as many Ships, and employ as many native 
^* Mariners, as possible. To induce, and sometimes to 
^^ force them, to this application of their Capitals y restric- 
** dons and prohibitions were devised. These affected 
^ not only Foreigners but Natives ; the interests of com-- 
" merce were often- sacrificed to this object. Trade was 
" considered principally as the means ^for promoting the 
** emjdoyment of Ships, and was encouraged chiefly as it 
*' conduced to the one great national object, the navat 
•* strength of the country. 

•* This policy was pursued by those who came after 
'* them in directing the public Councils ; and in the last 
'^ xentury,, when many institutions of our Ancestors fell 
** a sacrifice to the rage of refc»'mation, the wisdom of the 
'^ navigation system was respected : measures were even taken 
*« for rendering it more narrow and restrictive. The 
^« foreign war which those measures then brought upon 
*« us, and the odium which they have never ceased to 
*' cause» to the present^ day, among neighbouring nations^ 
•* have not induced the Legislature to give up any oije of 
** its main principles. 

** Experience has shewn the advantage if adhering to this 
*' maritime policy* The inducement and obligation to 
<' employ British Ships had the effect of isureasing their 
'^ number^ The increase of their number became m 
^ spur to seek out employment for them. Foreira 
^ Trade and the Fisheries were, by various' expedknt99 

♦ 1793. 
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V m^ ^knuiem to 2(dT»ice die inUresii (f Sai^iftg* 
^ Trade and Shipping thus re§iprocallj contributed to 
^ advance each other ; and thus combined* they con* 
** stituted very considerable souf ces of national wealth. 
'.' Having been at fir$t encouraged for the sake of the 
f* Navj^ they were afterwards encouraged fwr thtir twn. 
<' From being subordinate and auxiliary to another 
^' subject, they are now become principal objects them* 
^^ selves in the national i^d&cj ; and in the mean time the 
f ^ navid power of the Country is sure of supply and sup- 
^' port, without being directly in contemplation.^ 

^ If the wisdom of any scheme of policy is to be 
^. measured by its effects and con^uences, our Naviga- 
^ tion system is entitled to the praise of having attained 
^ the end for vrhich it was desigped. Whether we regard 
** the primary or inferior objects in this system> whelhei^ 
^ It is the. mcrease of Shipping, the extensicm of our 
•* Fordgn Trade, or the sfa^ength of our Navy, they have 
^ all advanced to a degree of consideration unexampled ; 
^ and they owe that advancement to THIS SYSTEM. 

*^ With regard to our Shipping, it is well known that 
^^ we enjoy a greater share in what may be properly 
^ called our own navigation ; that is, in the navigation 
** by which our own Trade is carried, on, than any other 
«* Nation in Europe; and that after we have famished 
^ theses demands of our own commerce, we ai^e able td 
** supply with saps, the Trade of Foreign Nations. This 
^' extensive anployment has gradually increased the 
^ mercantile Shifting of Great Britain to upwards of 
^ 1,365,000, Tons, which is (i. e. in 1192) valued at the 
¥ Sum of ^^11,466,000. 

^ That this increase in our Shipping is to be ascribed 

* ^ to our Navigation System may be made appear horn re« 

^* cent experience^ in the af^pltcation of it to the Trade* 
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*^d[fbe iTnked Statex. When those Onmtries vrere part 
*f erf" our Plants^ions, a great portion of their Produce 
•* was transported to Great Erkatnj and our West India , 
*^ Islands, in American Bottoms ^ they had a shar^ in the 
^< Freight of Sugars from those Islands to Great Britain. 
^ But since the independence of those States, since their 
<< Ships have been epeebukd from our Plantations, and that' ' 
•• Trade is wioffy ea/^ned to BritisMtiiti Shtps^ we have 
** gained that share of our carrying Trade from which 
•^ they are now excluded^ and we moreover enjoy a con- 
^< siderable proportion in the carriage of the |M-oduce^ 
<« of the Umted States. 

^ The increase of our Trade and Naval strength hat 
«« kept pace with that of our Shipping and Navigation. ' 
•* We can reflect with pride that our Foreign trade, ccwn- 
^ bined with our Manufactures and domestic industry^ 
'^ enables us to raise annually sixteen milUpns of money 
^ with more ease than four millions were raised during 
** the reign of King William, and this upon a People, whOf 
^ in their different ranks, enjoy more riches, more com- 
^' petency, and more comforts, than any People in Europe, 
*' and who are more industrious, because they are better 
** prpteQted by a constitution which has b^en progressively 
** improving, both in, the theory and jnractice of it, to 
** the present time. 

^* It was chi^y owifig to the effects of this wise system 
** (f navigation that, during the late* war, we were en- 
** abled, notwithstanding the defection of our. Odonies, 
^^ to maintain an arduous contest against France, Spain, 
'^ aod Holland, till in the end the Fleets of this G>untry 
^^ might be said to have triumphed over the Navalpowct^ 
^id&srepe. 
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^ After tBU experience no one can doubt but that it li 
*^ the Policy of Great Britain to give her principal atten- 

' ** tiori to maritime affairs : to carry on her own Trade, 
*• in her of/fn Siips, directly to all parts of the World j 
*5 and to encourage her Fisheries in every Sea ; and from 
^ these sources she may sJways hope to obtain a Naval 
*i force adequate to guard her shores from bo/tik invasion, 
*' and to secure domestic felicity, bothpuUic and private, 
*' firm and unshaken as the foundations of the Island.^' 
Such were the observations of a learned and elegant 

' writer on this momentous subject in 1792, but who has 
now, in common with the public, to deplore the destmc-; 
tive ahd calamitous consequences which are ^^i//)rresulting 
from the suspension of the Act of Navigation and the 
;ra/2//V0»/ concessions made to iVW/Zr^/ Nations, and, too 
fatally in particular, to America^ which has become of late 

'the great carrier of the world. 

The Act of the 23d George S. c. 39, was for a linuted 
period, and was then tolerated only from the peculiar 
situation in which Great Britain was placed by the final 
separation of the American States from Great Britain by 
the Peace then concluded* It wHl appear by reference to 
the Reports of the Board of Trade in 1784 and 1791, 
that the same with tlie continuations were intended, as 
a temporary expedient, not warranted even by the then 
actual situation of the Navigation^^d Trade of the Mother 
Country; that Act therefore could not fairly be adduced 
as an authority for the enormous extension of the suspending 

, -rowers by th^ Intercourse Bill of last Session, which wai 
to authorise the King and his Successors, with the advice 

• of his and their Privy Council, to suspend, during the 
present or any future W^^r^ all the provisions of the Act (f 
Navigation in the British settlements in the West Indies 
and South America, both as to exports and import$| 
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wlii^ch in effect places the whole of the Colonial tradei in 
all its branches^ in the hands of the King's Ministers»' 
and thereby renders the Shipping and Mercantile interests 
of the Nation eiitirely dependant on the will and pleasure 
of the officers of the Crown. On that as well as on 
gonstituticnal grounds the Bill appeared to the Ship- 
owners to be highly objectionable} they therefore felt no 
common degree of surprise that, in so early a period of 
tieir Administration, such rapid strides should have been 
made towards narrowing the /f^/^/ru^ functions of Parlia^' 
menu Indeed the Bill was truly described by some of 
the friends of the present Ministers, to be an attempt to 
increase the power of the Privy Council, although the 
ostensible and avowed object of it was alledged to be 
merelyfor the purpose of securing at all times a regular, 
steady, an4 cheap supply of provisions and lumber for 
the Inhabitants of the British West India Islands. The 
various classes of petitioners against the Bill, wiA a degree 
of moderation highly commendable at all times, but es« 
pecially under the present critical and alarming situation 
of the Navigation and Trade of the Empire, urged the 
necessity of an inquiry on the subject before a Committee 
of the House of Conmiittee ; but all their entreaties in 
^hat respect were unavailing, and the promoters of that 
ruinous measure denied to them that, which had hitherto, in 
all other branches of Trade, been considered a matter of 
€oursey if not of Right, namely, the appointment of a 
Committee, to inquire into the nature and true merits of 
their respective cases. 

The reasons alledged by his Majest/s Ministers in 

' favour of the Bill were that the Governors of the British 

West India Islands, on entering into office, swear to 

observe and maintain, in the exercise of their functions, 

the Laws of the Mother Country % and that the Privy 
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Council Sitting in London are much more proper Judges 
when the Laws of Navigation should be suspended in the 
West India Islands than the Governors on the spot / The 
fact of the existence of any necessity for the measure^ in 
justification of it, as. alledged in the preamble of the Bill, 
was evidently abandoned: it could not, indeed, with pro- 
priety, have been persisted in, as the petitioners against 
the Bill expressed an Anxious desire to take issue upon the 
facts advanced by the resident West India Planters in sup- 
port of ?ifree intercourse ^kh Amerieaj urging, at the sam^ 
time, that they were ready to prove the converse of 
them; and- it is remarkable there should have been on 
that occasion so much anxiety for the moral feelings of 
the Governors of the West India Islands, when, almost 
daily^ the Act of Navigation and other Statutes relating 
to Trade are broken, relaxed^ and suspended, at homCf 
by Orders of Council, Treasury Instructions, and other 
Instruments, issued by Government, and for whos^ 
indemnity an Act has for sonie years been annually 
passed*. 

In consequence of the suspensions of t\xQ A.ct of Navi* 
gation since 1793, there has been a gradual decrease of 
Ship Buildir^ in the British Empire, and a depreciation 
in the value of British Shipping; those which were 
formerly employed in the circuitous Trade from the 
Mother Coimtry to America^ and frc^n thence to the 
British West India Settlements have been entirely driven 
put of it, which has since been carried on by Neutrals, 
to the manifest injury of this Country. 4 The fdeility f 
with which Licences are granted to Neutrals affords a 
just and strong ground of complaint to British Ship* 

• See Lprd Shefeeld's Stricture, p. 216, 
t Ibid. p. 222^ ^ttt^^ 
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#^m nbt onty in die Ettr^piaH l^fade, which is princt* 
pailf carrM on by them^ but genenJly ; it Wis from th^ 
i^icperiencc which they had dearly bought in thsit respect 
they were so anxious the BiU diould n<^ pass into a 
Law. 

On a firm friiance diet di6 martiim {Mrtnciptei d^ 
the Countiy, esublished by the Act of Nlmgation^ 
would always be rd^^imiffy &Semt t$, the gtUft bocfy o^ 
Brkisb Ship-owners embarked their property t the Jti^ 
fttem rehiea^s of the provisions of thltt statute hare 
been considered as so nmnj insUmcei rf vbJaitd Jidtb^ 
that it may be difficult to persuade them midi in^litit 
juid temporary eiqiedients will mt agfiun be resorted to» 
90 as to induce them extemruely again to venttue their 
Oipftals in such baxardous preperty t it isy in truths of the 
utmost consequence to persons in trade> independent of 
the common condngencies attached to ity that kpsUaiv$ 
reguladons on the subject should be permanent^ and not 
temporary or fluctuating,, odierwise no person tan with 
prudence enter into it with a rational prospect of success 
which result ought always to be held out to him as ail 
inducement to risk his money, not only with respect tA 
Us individual advantages but also to the ulttmate general 
benefit wl^h the Country must derive from its Trade 
smd Commerce, when pro^>erously catried on. 

The oi^nvtwhich has justly gone fordi,excitedbytheSen<^ 
timentsof his Majesty's ^im^ Bfinisters, expressed in the 
course of the debates on the ^un^rmur Intercourse Bill, can* 
not be wondered at, especially under the Circumstances in 
which the Ship-owners of GreatBritaini and the Merchants ^ 
trading to and residmg in the Bi^itish American Colonies» 
are now placed, from the ii^rious consequences vrhkk, 
they have felt under the relaxations of die Navigadott « 
Laws i itwould there£Dre be the extreme of mfi4sticitQk 
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pute to lid Ship-owntrs party tmtivesi to which every ont 
of them was utterly a strai^ger in the Cause for which 
they conteisded ; they felt that the question inrolTed not 
Dnly thm fkir^kulof^ interest^ but the future existence of the 
Maritime Power (f Great Britain. The only possible 
ground, indeed) on which suchmotiyes could be suspected^ 
would not be diser^iteAU to thtei j namely, that the late 
Administiration had given the stroi^est assurances of ah 
intention to tonfme the suspeosions of the provbion^ of 
the Navigation Act as to Europe^ to die transit of those 
article) necessary in our Manufactures which can only be 
procured fhnn the Entoiies' Countries, and considerably 
to narrow^eHeviations from the Rule of 1756, as to the 
CoIonierai>tke £nemy, ; . * 

The Shipnownershave thought it necessary to st^te the 
grounds on which they opposed diat Bill, in order to 
prove^ that so farfrom feeing inimical to the Interests of the 
British West India Planiebr, their views have been equally 
directed to then^ as to their iawn ; by .shewing the ruin 

* whichmust result to '02^ .Colonies in that part of the 
World by* thQ-scnti^ued rilmiotion of the principles of 
the Navigafibhand ColoBiid System of Great Britain^ to 
which we-are, niost indisputably, indebted fpr burMari« 
time and Commercial Greatness, and, consequently, lor 
our independence as a Nation* 

The Society of Shiprowntrs avail themselves of this 
opportunity to- communicate to the Public their proceed" 
ings since the establishment of the Institution, in order 
that it may be generally known they have not been actu- 
ated, in any measure entertained by them, by partial or 
interested motives, but by a constant and anxious solicitude 
to avert, if possible, those ruinous consequences which vfill 

. inevitably ensue from the frequent suspensions of the 
Navigation Act, and from the present systesm of gratuitoui 
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concessions to other Nations ; vAthz view, if possible, iefin^ 
it is too late, to impress on the Public Mini the absolute 
necessity of endeavouring /o />rw^;rt, by evfery constltu-f 
tional means, the Confirmation of those Concessiom^ which 
h is rumoured are now unhappily contunplated' 

The Society do not pr^ume to offer any observaftions 
on the other points v/hich are supposed to haVe led- to 
such Concessions; t^ey cannot, however, relaiist expressing 
their painful apprehensions^ on the subject, which they 
are led to entertain from the sentiments avoweds by the 
King's present Ministers, in the Debsttes on the jimerican 
Intercourse Bill of last Session, and finom the yielding in- 
fluence which appears, unfortunately^ to pervade, at this 
iimey the British Government. 

In all points of minor consequence which have been pre- 
sented to their notice, the Society of Ship-owners have 
always acted en general principles, not only to obtain an 
amelioration of the depressed state oi. British Shipping, but 
with a due regard to the other Interests of the Empire : 
they court an investigation of their principles and Views, 
and an inquiry into their conduct and its motives ; they 
are desirous the Public should be apprized of the evil con- 
sequences which must arise from the adoption of the New 
System, and they venture to direct the public attention to 
their proceedings and statemeints, convinced that the 
Nation will see the necessity of adhering to x^\twise System 
of OUR FOREFATHERS, iiather than ^ive further effect 
** to the theoretical speculations of modern writers on poKtic&l 
. CEconomy, or the principles of that New Philosophy which 
has entailed so much misery on other European N%tioD3» 

They might, though perhaps not without some appear- 
ance of affectation, refer to innumerable authorities in 
support and justification of their principles and conduct, 
»nd among th^ to Lord Bacon, Si(r Walter Raleigh, 
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Sir William Temjde, Skr Josias Child, Mt. Lediard, Mr. 
Addtton, Mr. Gee, Mr. ^Gssisippi Law, Dr. Campbell, 
and many odier writers of former times, as well as to 
several emineit writers of the present day; but ABOVE 
ALL th^y rdy cm the principles cwsiantty recognised by 
Ihe LEGISLATURE up to the year 179$, and which 
are so admirably illustrated in the Uvo Reports dF the 
Privy Council now presaited to the Public* 

The Shipping Interest had fixr several years fc^bor^e 
to represent to Government the apprehensions they enter- 
tained of the evil consequences which'would arise from 

' the suspension of the Act of Navigation, and such ^- 
bearance, they trust,, will appear justifiable, when the cir- 
cumstances in which the Country was placed between the 
years 17d3 and 1801 are recollected^ but immediately on 
the appioranct of Peace they availed themselves of th« 
vCpportunity, and in the Jxrt period which intervened 
between die late and ihtprtsent War, they waAt frequent 
applications to Government during Mr. Addingt$ff% ad- 
ministration, which jproving ineffectual, they rehtctemtty 
petitioned, in 1802 and 180S, the Legislature against any 

j further suspension of the Navigation Act, but unsuccessfully: 
no enquiry was then instituted on the subject, and the 
Navigation Act continued during the remainder of Mr* 
Addingtoffs Administration to be more generdly suspended 

I than before under the Act of the 43 George S. c. 158. 

. which authorises, under Orders in Council, the Importa- 
tion, in iVintf^m/ Ships, of any goods from any place b^- 
kmgittg to any State, mt in Amity with the King, during 
the present war, and for six months afterwards. The 
Shij^ping Interest was dius cnrcurastanced on Mr.PITFs 
return to Power, in die summer of IdO^. The Sli^ 
owners in London and at the Out Ports then lost ik> 
time in renewing their applications for Reliefs and 
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ieveral intarvie#s took place } after which the expectation 
was held out> which h^s already been alluded to, wkh re-i 
spect to the European and Colofital Trade : very little doubt 
indeed could be entertained of such an intentt<m on the 
part of the then Administration, as Mr« PITT eipressed 
HIS CONVICTION of the necessity of *)me altera* 
tion being gradually made in the Relaxations which had 
Uken place in the Navigation and Colonial System of 
Great Britain. TheShip-owners had indeed goodgrounds» 
for confidence in thai intentionj from the measures* actuaOj 
taken by the then Mimstersi on the recommendation from 
the Commttee for Trader for confining^ as far as circum- 
stances ^KHild immediately permit, to British Bottoms the 
m^jole of the Cohmal Tradei and of recUuming that most salv* 
tary principle, that all SufpiieSf from whateverCountry they 
came, should be conveyed to the West India Settlements n 
in British Ships, as weU as from HIS AVOWED . 
INTENTION to except the bringing brandies f and 
odier sfMrits from the general importation in Neutral Vei* 
sels direct from Enemies Countries^ which would not only 
have materially relieved the British West India Planters^ 
but have ccMisiderably benefited British Sh^-owners with**. 
4»ut any loss to the Revenue, which surely may be much 
more effectually secured and protected whilst Trade is 
carried on in British than in Foreign Bottoms. This ac- 
knowledpnent is an Act of mere Justice due to the Public 
Merits of the most transcendant STATESMAN that ever 
adorned the Councils of diis Nation, not mcn^e con- 
spicuous for hisTaients, inflexible Integrity, andFirmness, 

* See Earl Camden's Letters, in September 1804 and January 1805, 
to the Governors of the Wixt India Islands, and Lord Castlereagh's Lec« ^ 
ter in September 1805, and yarious^ Minutes of the Board of Trade. 

t See a Letter on this subject, dated London, April 1806, in Yorkc** 
Political Review, vol I p. 917. Also other Letters and Essays in that 
ivork. 
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than for HIS CANDOUR in retracing HIS ©WN 
MEASURES^ when it appeared to him to be neces- 
sary to do so. 

Hie Ship-owners are desirous ako of expressing the 
obligations they are under to LORD SHEFFIELD, fqr 
his excellent ** Strictures on the Necessity of inviolably 
•* maintaining the Navigation and Colonial Sy«tem of 
« GreatBritain,"— and to JOHN STEPHENS,Esq. forhis 

• learned, animated, and patriotic Work, intitled ** War ht 
. ' Disguise *y^ both which they beg leave, at^ this important 
0'isisy most earnestly to recommend to the serious attention 
and consideration of ^FHEIR COUNTRYMEN: for 
xmless the principles so fully elucidated and so aWy de- 

' fended by these eminent writers are in future strictly ad- 
hered to *• We cannot rear or retain our Seamen, the grand 

' •' support of our present pre-eminence, nor prcSserve our 

' ** Country from falling below the level of surrounding 
** Nations.'* — It has been justly observed by Sir William 
Temphy that ** the numbers and courage of our Men^ 
'* with the strength of our Shipipingy have for many ages 
'* past made us a match for the greatest of our Neighbours 
** at Landy and an overr-match for the strcMigest at Sea^.^* 
The Society of Ship-owners think it important to 
state, that the numerous body of Men whose Capitals are 

• ** If we wisely keep at home the Army, which may be essential to our 
** domestic safety, act onfy on the defensive on shoie^ and assert Jirmty 
<• our belligerent Rights on the Ocean f wc shall find it more, frugal by far to 
** continue at open War, than to suspend hostilities again, for a year or 
** two, by an anxious and dangerous Peace. Such a Use of our mariUme 
" power as the State of Europe and the World would abundantly justify* 
" and as the late Conduct of the Enemy inirites, would give us means of 
" maintaining the Contest for fifty years, if necessary, without an crf- 
*' ditional tax, except such as France, her Allies and States under her 
" influence, would pay." See «* T7ie Dangers of the Country y* page 97-r-i 
also ibid, pages b, 6, 08,. 108, 109> &c. 
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embarked, at this time, in British Shipping, are not engag- 
ed in other Mercantile pursuits, but depend wholly on 
the returns they expect to receive from their property 
so employed. This observation is qonsidered the more 
necessary from recent inquiries which have been mad^ to 
ascertain who the Ship-o\yners were^ they never having 
been before considered distinct from the Merchants^ a^ 
that the property in Shipping had generally belonged to 
that very respectable and intelligent class of his M^je^y's 
Subjects. .It was evidently from the experience the l^fUt 
had acquired^ of Ho profit being to be derived from St^s^ 
owningy that they withdrew their capitals fixHn such 
concerns : it will be seen by the comparative* State- 
ment of the expences incurred in the outfit of Sliipsf 
extracted from Accounts of actual disbursements and 
receipts in the year^ 1780, 1795> arid 1805, beiAg 
periods of 'zx;^, that Provisions of all kinds have, on an 
average, advanced £s4t, Ss. *2d^ per cent.) that Material? 
and Stores of all ^inds have advanced in like mannei^ 
£\22. 10/. 2rf. per cent. ; and that Seamens* Wages haye^ 
on an average of the different classes of Seamen) ad- 
vanced £S9. Is. Id. per cent.; whilst the Rates of Freight 
have, on an average, decreased £6. lOs. ^d. per cent, f 

• Fide posty Supplement, page clxxviii. 

•f Vide post^ ibid, page Ixvii. for a simSar statement in periods of 
peace. These and the other Statements in the Supplement shew die Lof:t 
mciually rustained on Capital embarked in British Shipping. It ia,wit)i 
^eat concern the Ship-owners' underttand, it is contemplated by bis Ma- 
jesty's jtresent Ministers to make the Duties on the Tonnage of Shipping 
PERPETUAL, although it was expressly stated in Lord SidmoutVs Ad- 
ministration, when firtt proposed, that it should be a WAR TAX, and 
«ra« with it ; Vide post. Supplement, xd, and the Debates in Parliament 
in 1803 and 1803: indeed, it was declared, at that Jime, by the thert 
Administration, to be a Tax qf Experiment^ and an Assurance was even 
iield out, that if the Ship-owners could prove that the Payment of -the 

Tonnage 
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itXVUt IKTHODUCTIOI^. 

The Society of Ship-Owners pledge tbemselvcis to stit)* 
ttmtiate these statements^ and also the various other ac« 
eoitnts adduced by them, in order to shew the tnaiequacj 

. of the employment of British Shipping, arising prineipallj 

. from the increased competition of Foreign Vessels, by the 
impolitic admission of them into the Trade of thi$Country> 
and the ultimate depression it will produce on the navat 
poiyfet of Great Britain. 

As the Account of the number of Ships^ and Vessels 

, bttik in XSreat Britain between tlie 5th January, 18W> 
and the 5th January, 1807, distinguishing the Tonnage 
e£each l%ip and Vessel, and the Ports or Places where 
built, has not yet been produced, and laid before Par- 
Samenti the Society oTShip-Owners forbear to comment, 
further than in stating they are apprehensive it will ap^ 
pear that there has been a very alarming decrease in Ship^ 
hUdifig throughout the Empire, and that the number of 
tverage sized Ships built in the last two years is not equal 
to the actual consumption of that ^lass of shipping within 

^ that period. 

London, 
January^ 1807, 

Toimi()Se Dtttf was aMn^ to their £omw, instead of. taking ii/ovti their 
^miu^ the 'hue should be abandoned. This fact can be {Moved by testt- 
many the moft crtdibte, and which must be w4thin the Recollection of 
■UAjTOf the aninem Persons who supported, at tha|; dmci the Shipping 
lottfMb 



ERRATUM. 
H^ «l, Mt f9ft Ibr HottJe of Oomnitttte, read Houst 9f etmmwf. 
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STATE 

OP THi' 

ALLEGATIONS and EVIDENCE 

PRODUCED, AND 

OPINIONS OF MERCHANTS Mother PERSONS 

GIVEN, TO THE COMMITTEE OF CX)UNCIL; 

Extracted from their Report of the 3X8t of May, 1784, 

ON HIS majesty's ORDER OF REFERENCE OP THE 
EIGHTH OP MARCH LAST, 

Made upon the Representation of the Wut^In'dim Planters 
and Merchants, purporting to shew the (distressed State of 
His Majesty's SUGAR COLONIES by the Operation of 
. His Majesty's Order in Council of the 2d oiJuly, >783, and the 
Necessity of allowing a free Intercourse between the Sngar Co<» 
lonies and the United States of America, in American Bottoms. 



PRINTED IN THE TEAR MDCCLXXXIV ; 

AND 

Reprinted by Order of the Society of Ship-owners of 
Great-Britain. 

I8O6. 
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OF THE 

AJXEGATIONS and EVIDENCE produced, and Opi- 
nions of Merchants and. other Perfons given, to the Com- 
mittee of Council ; extracted from their Report of the 
31ft of May, 1784, on His Majeft/s Qrder of Reference, 
of the 8th of March laft, made upon the Reprefentation 

. of the Weft-India Planters and Merchants, purporting 
to fliew the diflj^efled State of His Majeft/s Sugar 
Colonies, by the Operation of His Majefty^s Order iix 
Council ,of the 2nd of July, 1783, and the Neccflity of al- 
lowing a free Intercourfe between the Sugar Colonies and 
the United States of America^ in American Bottoms. 



Jl he faid reprefentation contains the four following alle- 
gadons, viz. , 

Firjl. — ^That His Majefty*s Sugar Colonies are. at prefent 
in fo great diftrefs for want of a free intercourfe between 
them and the United States of America, by American fliips, 
that not a moment fliould be loft in granting further relief. 

Second. — Thiat the fupplies derived to the faid Sugar Co- 
Ipnies from the dommions of thfe faid United States are in 
nuny inftances, and at many feafons of the year, not to^ be 
had from any. other country, at any price whatever j and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



(4 ) 

that in many other inftances fuch fupplles are not to be had 
* from any other places, but at Itrices wholly ruinous. 

7y5/V^.— That the navigation between the North America^ 
Colonies, and His Majefty's Sugar Colonies, cannot be effeC'- 
tually carried on by Britifh fliips, on account of the heavy ex- 
pence, uncertainty, and delay of fiich circuitous navigation, 
beyond that which would attend the dire£i navigation in 
American (hips. 

Fourth ^ — ^That ' the planters in his Majesty^s Sugar Cola- 
nics can no otherwife pay for the fupplies received from the 
dominions of the faid Uiiited States, than by the produce of 
their eftates ; whicli produce, in many inftances, does not find 
any adc(|uate vent in Great Britain, and if not taken off by the 
North Atnericans, Would remain a dead weight upon al! &e 
reft of the produce of the faid Sugar Colonics. 



F roofs in Support of the Firji Allegation. 

IN fupport of the firft allegation, die planters and mer- 
chants laid before the committee an addrefs of the a0embly 
of Jamaica, to the governor of the faid ifland, of the 19th 
November, i^3j Rating — That in confequenoe of the order 
Ml council of 2d July, ftaves, pine-boards, plank, and 
building-timber, had been carried to a moft exorbitant pricey- 
and that they had the jufteft reafons to fear, that, after every 
exertion they could make, their produce would perifh on 
their hands for want of the requifite package ; and prayings ^ 
therefore, that the governor would permit the importatioii 
from the United States of America, in American bottoms, of 
the ardcles enumerated in his Majefty's faid order in coun* 
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clli and aUb to permit the produce of the ifland to be export- 
ed in return ; for the fp^e of nine months : which requeft 
tbegovemor had refufed to comply with. — ^They alfo produc- 
ed three letters £rom the (aid ifland of Jamaica^ complaining, 
in ftrong but geaefal terma^ of the diftrefs of the (aid iflandf 
in confequence pf the reftri£tions laid on their trade with the 
United Ststfes, by the (aid order in council \ and they brought 
endence tO|MX)vej that ftaves had been fold, 6n the asd of 
December laft, at a8/. currency, P. M. in fome parta of the 
ifland; and about 40/. currency, P. M. in the north part of 
tbe ifland (the general price in time of peace having been 
from 10/. to I a/. P. M.)— They produced alfo the votes of 
the afllembly of Jamaica, of the 6th of November, 1783, to 
ftew tbajt a meflage had been fent to the governor of the faid 
ifland, ftating — That there were at that time in the town c^ 
Kingfton about 4,300 barrel^ of flour> b^fides 700 barrels on 
board a vefllel in the harbour, which wa^ not permitted to b^ 
landed ; that a regular adequate fupply of perifliable artides 
could alone prevent apprehenfion of fcarcity ; that the uncer- 
tainty of fttch fupply occafioned the then high price of flour ; 
and that a renewal of permiifion for importation appeared to 
be the only remedy for the evil. 

They further produced an addrefs of the affembly of An- 
' tigua to the governor, of the 9th Oftober, 1783, complaining 
b ftrong terms of the reftridiion laid on their commerce with 
the United States by the faid order in council ; and ftating 
^t it appeared, from the beft information, that the provi- 
fions then at market would not anfwer the confumption of the 
(aid ifland, for more than two months; and that the prices of 
the faid provifions were rifen nearly 50/. pei^ cent.; and 
praying that permilBon might be given to import the produce 
of the United States, and to export the produce of the faid 
ifland, in veflels belonging to the faid States, until his Ma- 
jeft/s pleafure (hould be known, or until a commercial treaty 
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fhould be definitively felled between Great Britain and the faid 
, States: which requeft the governor of Antigua had refufed to 
comply with. They produced alfoaletter,dated2?th of Decem- 
ber, from the faid iflandyftattng, in general terms, that the negro 

• provifions and lumber were at a very high price, and that the 
fmaHeft eftates in the faidjfland muft fink under the accU'-^ 
mulated difadvantage they were loaded with, and all ot)iers 
muft be leflcned in their value. — ^They alfo produced evi- 
dence to prove, .that upon the arrival of the order in council 

' in th^ iffand of Barf)adoes, lumber rofe inftantly from about 
7/. to 25/. currency per 1,000 feet ; but had fince fallen to 
about 12/., in confequence of importation from the iflands 
which were then in the pofleffion of the French. . 

They further alledged. That the iflands which had been 
conquered by the French had, during the time they were .un- 
der the French ^government, been provided, with fupplies by 
the veflTels of the United States j and, having been but juft 
furrendered to his Majefty, were not, therefore, in the fame 
diftrefs for want of thefe articles as his Majefty's other iflands. 
In addition to the foregoing evidence, the planters ^nd 
merchants reprefented — ^That in Jamaica the feveral articles 
of fupply were ftill very near at the war price, owing to the 
uncertainty of procuring them ; and that accounts had been 
' teceived from the Leeward Ifland^ of the high prices of tl^ofe 
. articles there •, and they alledged, that a great part of the fup- 
ply they had of late received was brought by fliips carry- 
ing on a contraband trade They alfo produced a letter 

• from Grenada, dated February 28th, 1784, ftating, that 
every article of lumber was at a war price there 5 and an- 

. other from SaintChriftopher's, of the 4thMarch, 1 7 84, ftatingi 
that almoft every article was very high; and another from 
Tortola, dated 31ft March, 1784, faying, ** At prefentwe 
cannot buy a ftave, hoop, or board in our ifland, and what 
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we have 6y us coft five joes; when in my time I have fre- 
quently bought fuch lumber at 14 or 2 joes* per thoufand* 

They alfo tranfmitt^d to the committee, at their defire, the 
following abftrail of the prices current of lumber and provi- 
fions at Kingfton in Jamaica, as publiihed in the Kingfton 
Gazette, from the 20th of September 1783, to the 20th of 
March laft, both inctuiive ; and alfo an account of the prices 
of the faid articles in time of peace. 

* A joe is the thirty-six thillinif piecet 
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And in the letter of the chairman, tranfmitting this ae« 
count, it is (aid, ** That provifions of all kinds are of fo perilh-' 
able a nature in the Weft Indies, and the confumption both 
of protifions and lumber fo imnienfe, that, unlefs the author- 
ized chahnels of fupply are ojpened, the clandeftine ones arc 
not to be relied upon as fufiicient to protect the iflands from 
being again reduced to diftrefs in the courfe of a very few 
weeks/* . 



PROOFS E CONTRA, TO THE FIRST ALLE- 
GATION. 

IN oppofition to the fa£ls and obfervations before ftated, 
particularly in what regards the prefent ftate of the ifland of 
Jamaica, there was evidence laid before the committee, to 
the following eflFefk. 

That from the return made of the imports into the feveral 
ports of the ifland, previous to the month of November, 
1783, the apprehenfions of want in the artioks of lumber, 
&c. by no means warranted the poOtive and ftyong affertions, 
contained in the addrefs of the affembly of Jamaica, to the 
governor of that ifland. And that the governor of Jamaica 
kad made early and repeated applications tb the governors of 
Nova Scotia, and Canada, for an immediate fupply of fuch of 
the articles as were at that time wanted in the ifland, but 
which could not be expected to arrive there to anfwer the 
^en demand. 

The diftrefs which enfued upon the publication of his Ma* 
jcfty*s aforefaid order in council, was ftated to be principally 
owing to the planters not having expe£ked tha,t any reftridion 
in this refpe£t would take place, and having omitted, there- 
fore, to make provifion of thofc feveral articles by other 
means : for that it is evident from the abftraffc of prices 
current, as before ftated, as well as from other evidence, that 

C 
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in the fpace of about t€n weeks the prices of lomber and 
provifions began gradually to fall in the ifland of Jamaica, 
and continued falling very confiderably to the zoth of March 
laft. And further, that from the I2th of December to the 
17th of March, inchifive, feventy-five Britifli vcflcls, navigat- 
ed according to law, (the names of which are inferted in the 
Appendbc, N° i) had arrived at Kingfton, with cargoes of 
lumber and provifions j all which veffels, except about ten, 
. came from the ports of the United States — ^That tJiefe fliips 
brought to Kingfton 18,000 barrels of flour, 559*050 ftavcs 
and heading, 796,253 feet of, boards, fcantling, &c. and 
1,450,790 fliingles. — And it was obferved, that the quantity 
of flour before mentioned, viz. 18,000 barrels, is, according 
to what was imported in the year 1773, equal to the Coa^ 
fumption of the ifland for nine months. 

Letters of various correfpondents laid before the commit- 
tee, pofitively aflert, that the ifland was in no diftrefs for 
want of any of the articles before mentioned. — One, dated 
the loth of January laft, fays, "We are almoft as well fup- 
plied already as before the difturbance took place, and a few 
more veflels will make every thing very reafonable." — Anr 
other, dated the i8th January, enclofing an account of prices 
current, fays, ** We have received ample fupplies for this 
crop ; the prices are nearly as reafonable as they were fold at 
this market before the war/' — Another, dated Kingfton, the 
22d February, fays, ** Never was this market fo overftocked 
with flour, as it is at prefent ^ Philadelphia flour can be pur- 
chafed under 36s. per barrel, and from there being upwards 
of 20,000. barrels for fale in Kingfton, good and bad, none are 
inclined to fpeculate in fo dangerous an article : two thirds 
muft be unfit for ufe, before the other third can be ufed, 
unlefs a foreign demand takes place, which at prefent is not 
likely." — Another, dated Kingfton, the 29th of February^ 
fays, ** Provifions of all kinds, and every fpecies of goods 
from America, are in the utmoft plenty." 
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There was alfo hid before the committee, an account of 
prices current at Eingfton, on the acth of March, as tranf- 
mitted from thence ; which is as follows : 



ARTICLES. 

Superfine Philadel. flour, per barrel 
Common ditto per ditto 

Ship Bread, per cwt. - - - - 
White OakStaves&Heading, perM, 
Red Oak Stares . - - . - 
Pitch Pine Boards - - - - - 
Yellow Pine ditto - - - - - 
Common Boards . - . - . 
Common Shingles - - - - - 
Mefs Beef and Pork - - - - 
Butter, per lb. ----- * 
Spermaceti Candles - - - - 



Prices Current. 


Prices Sterling. 


I- s. d. 


£■ 


s. d. 


I lO 


I 


» 5 


I 7 6 


— 


19 Ik 


I 5 — 


— 


17 loj 


,3 


9 


5 8i 


10 


7 


2 lOi 


12 — — 


8 


II si 


10 — — 


7 


2 io|- 


8 


S 


14 34 


' ^ z 


. — 


17 10^ 




,2 


2 io| 


— I — 


— • 


— Zk 


_ 3 6 


— 


2 6 



And evidence was given to the committee, by two emi- 
nent merchants, who had reftded many years in Jamaica, 
that they never recollected the article of flour being fo cheap; 
and that many of the other articles, even before the war, 
would have been thought pretty reafbnable, particularly 
ftaves; and, as the prices of thefe articles at Philadelphia', 
particularly of white and red oak ftave^, have arifen, during 
and fince the war, more than double, it was inferred, that, 
in proportion to the firfl: coft in America, they are now 
cheaper at Jamaica than they were before the war* 

The committee examined the gentlemen laft mentioned, 
in order to learn their opinion of what were the average 
prices of lumber and provifions at Kingfton, for ten years 
before the war ;, and they obtained from them the following 
account, in which they all agreed. 
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Superfine Flour, per \ 

Barrel, fuppofed to > from 

be 200 lb. . 3 
White Oak Staves^ 

from Philadelphia, Mrom lO •— 

per 1,000 — J 
Red Oak Staves, per ) ^ ^ 

1,000 •— """ ) 
Common Boards, per > ^ 

1,000 feet. IJfro™ 7- 

rine i5oaras — j 
Pitch Pine Scantlings \ r 

and Boards —f^om 9 ~ 

Bofton Shingles, per ) r 

1,000 feet 'Ljfrom-is 

Cedar and Cyprefs^ / 

Shingles, per 1,000 > from 3 -^ 
feet — — ) 

Wood Hoops,* from ) ^ 



America, per 1,000 
Pitto from Great Bri- 
tain — ' — 



from 10 — 



/. s. 

to 2 19 


Me^hipi. 


£' 


2 14 


to 14 




12 — 


to 12 — * 




10 « 


to 10 — 




8 10 


to II — 




9 10 


to 12 — 




10 10, 


to I 5 




I — 


to 3 10 




3 5 


-to 8 — 




6 la 


to 15 — 




12 le 



N. B. The prices of the before-mentioned articles 
arc very variable in Jamaica :— the above are the 
medium prices ; the retail prices would be pro- 
portionably higher. 

Flour, before the war, was ufually fold by the 106 lb.— it 
was neyer under 20/. th^ 100 lb. frequently as high as 35/. 
and 40J. and fometimes 451. 

White oak (laves from Philadelphia, with proportion of 
hjsading, the long M. i,2oo.-'^They have been known as 
low as 8/. and as high as 2Zl. 

' Red oak ftaves, the long. M.— They have been known as 
low as 7/. and as high as 20/. 

Common Boards, per i ,000 feet :— They h^V^ been known 
as low as 5/. and as high as 15/. 
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Cyprcfe and T-ellow pine boards, per i,ooo feet :— They 
have been known as low a^ 6L and as high as 15/. 

Fitch pine fqantling and boards i-— They have been known 
as low as 8/. and as high as i8/. 

Cedar and cyprefs fhingles, per 1,000 feet: — ^Theyhave 
been known as low ^s ;zLiss* and as high as 3/. i^f* 

Wood hoops from America, the long M. i,200« 

Ditto from Great 'Britain, the long M. 1,200. 

To (hew at one view the difference in the prices current of 
lumber and provifions at Kingfton, on the 20th of Marcli^ 
and the prices of the faid articles prior to the war, as ftated 
in the foregoing accounts, the committee inferted in theur re^ 
port the following tables* 
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FURTHER PROOFS^ 

TO throw fome light on thefc two contradidlory accounts, 
^nd to obtain fuch information as might aifift his Majefty's 
ju<%ment in deciding to which of the two the grcateft at-t 
tention ought to be paid, the committee thought it right 
again to examine the faid two merchants ; who faid, they 
never co&fidercd the prices current^ as publifhed in the 
Kingfton Royal Gazette, as very exzGt — ^That they are apt 
to continue them from one paper to another ; and that they 
have known the aftual prices to vary during the time that 
Ae prices have appeared in the Gazette to be the fame- 
That, bcfides, dxey are generally the higheft retail prices, and 
at the longeft credit, which is commonly about twelve 
months^ — ^That the retailer is generally paid for the feveral 
articles in produce ; and that the American fadior of fuper- 
cargo is paid in produce, if he will take it, if not, money, 
or bills of exchange, which is generally the cafe, and he has 
a right to make his ^option— «That the aforefaid prices 
current of the 2oih of March were agreeable to the prices 
fent from their houfe at Kingfton in Jamaica, which they faid 
undoubtedly deferved the moft credit, in preference to thofe' 
publifhed in the Kingfton Gazette, being prices taken front 
real fales, and fent over to them fo^ their condu<^ in trade. 
And being aiked, If they could afligh the caufe of the di^r- 
ence between the faid prices current fent them, and thofe 
publiOied in the Kingfton Gazette ? they faid, Theyimagined 
that the former were the cargo prices, paid for in cafh ; tjie 
latter, the retail prices, with profit and credit. — ^The truth of 
the prices current on the 20th March, and the avefage prices 
before the war, laft ftated, and the reft of the evidence of the 
faid two merchants, was confirmed by the teftimony of an* 
other merchant of great experience in this trade* 
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The committee ftatei That they have not been able to pro- 
cure the fame ample information of the condition of hia Ma- 
jefty's other iilands in the Weft Indies, with refpeft to lum- 
ber and provifioiis, as of the tfland of Jamaica ; nor have the 
planters and merchants produced any account of prices cur- 
rent in Barbadoes or any of the Leeward Iilands— That in 
rcfped to the addrefs of the aflembly of Antigua, of the 9th 
of Odober 1783, to the governor of that tfland, the mif- 
chiefi and calamities which they apprehended would follow 
from the reftridiions of his Majefty's order in council have 
been thought only imaginary} and, as a proof that their fears 
were not founded in reafon, an account hath been pro- 
duced to the conmiittee, of what American produce had 
been imported into that ifland in the fpace of one month af- 
ter the publication of the faid order in council ; by which it 
appears, that from the 6ch of (Xiober to the I2th of No- 
vember laft, twenty-one veflels had entered there, with fun- 
dry articles of American produce, containing, among other 
Aings, 1,679 barrels of flour, 606 barrels and 174 kegs 
of bifcuit, 580 buflids of corn, 256,000 feet of lumber, 
54,650 ftaves and beading, 1,928,000 ftiingks, and 484 
cedar pofts, befides other fmaller articles. 

Information was aHb given to the committee, that by li- 
ters from Barbadoes, dated the 21ft of March, it appears 
Aat there were no particular complaints 'there, at that • 
time, for want of any of the articles they are fupplied with 
from America — ^That lumber was felling for about 9/. cur- 
rency per thoufand, and flour pretty reafonable — ^That feveial 
fliips had arrived at Barbadoes from America, and other* 
were expefted— That one fhip belonging to Brifl:ol had arriv- 
ed from Pifcataqua a (hort time before, laden with lumber. — 
A merchant, who had two brigs going from Virginia with . 
lumber and flour, informed the committee, that his corref- 
pondcnt in Virginia wrote to him, on the 13 th of March, 

D 
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ff that he u^ afraid the flour imported into Barbadocd 
vrould be a lofing article." 

An account has been alfo received from Rofeau in Domi- 

• nica, dated February 3, 1784, givmg an aflurance, that 

there were then n^qre merchant veflelg there, than there 

iirere during the five year^ the French were in pofleffion 

pf that ifland* 

And it was reprefented, that great numbers of the (hips 
before mentioned, which had brought plenty of lumber and 
provifions to Jamaica, had firft touched at the feveral ports 
in the Liee>Hrard Iflands, in their way down to Jamaica; and, 
as they had brought part of their cargoes from thence un- 
fold, it was inferred they muft have left plenty there. 

The following account of prices current at London, otit 
(he ^d pf Pecember laft, and at Philadelphia on the fame 
day, of the following articles, was produced to the com-? 
ipitte^. 



jit Londoi 


t. 


Af PhUadelph 


itf. 


Fine flour, per 100 lb. £-0 16 





£>o ij 


9 


Common, do. per do. 14 





13 





]^f efs beef, per barrel - 2 2 


6 


2 2 


6 


Ditto pork, per do. - 28 





3' 





Herrings, per do. - 15 





18 


O' 


l^hite oak ftaves^ per M, 6 ^ 


Q 


6 


• 



Sterling r ;f.i3 10 iS Ster*.;f.i3 9 3 

By this account it appears, that ^n aflbrtmentof thefor§[- 
goii^g goods could at that time have been purchafed very near 
" a^ cheap at London as at Philadelphia ; and they could have 
» ^2ecn carried cheaper from London than from Philadelphia i 
fjpr ^he price of freight from England to the Weft Indies is 
50, pier cent, lefs than from Philadelphia; But it was obfery- 
ed, ^hat tli^is account coi^d not be depended on as a ftandar(^ 
^f prices for the future. 
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Ikifbrmation was alfo given to the committed, iThsIt a gr«^i»i 
|)art of the rum caiks lately made ufe of in Jamaica urerd 
puncheons, that carried out dry goods from Great Britaibi 
Or puncheon packs. 

That the price of pUnchebn pack^ here at ptefetit, is from 
13 to 14s. fterling, which is equal to 1 8 or jpx. currency i 
and that, including freight and the charge of fetting them 
up in Jamaica, they can be aflPorded there at th6 rate of from 
25 to 30 (hillings currency^ and that, during the time 
luniber and ftaves were cheapeft at Jamaica, puncheon^ 
never fold for lefs thaafrom 25i. to 30J. currency ; at which 
rate the planter generally fells the puncheon with the runt 
b tirhe of peacei 



Proofs in Support of the Second AltegattoH. 

IN fupport of the fecond allegation, viz. " That the fup^ 
plies which the fugar colonies receive from the dominions of 
the United States of America, are in many inftances, and 
at many feafons of the year, not to be had from any other 
country, at any price whatever; and that, in many other 
inftances, fuch fupplies are not to be had from any other 
places, but at prices wholly ruinous 5" 

The planters and merchant^ produced to the cohimittee^ 
an account of the total import from North America, into 
the Britifli Weft India iflands, in the years 177 1, 1772, and 
1773, diftinguifhing the quantities imported from the United 
States of America, from the quantities imported from Ca- 
nada, Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland ; which account is 
infcrted in the Appendix, No. 2. — One of the objefts for 
producing this account was, to ihew the great value of thefd 
imports, which they eftimated to amount annually to abovd 
)oo»ooo/. fterlingi Another objefl: was^ to Ihew how very 
imall a proportion of tbefe imports were brought from Can 
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Bsida^ Nora Scoda, and Newibundhnd (the only ci^onles in 
North America that now remain under the dominion of 
Great Britaiot). And, in order to prove that the Weft In- 
. dia iflands could not be fupplied with com from Canada, the 
planters and merchants alledged, that there was then a (hip 
loading in the river Thames for C^ada, which aftuaUy car- 
ried out flour — ^That during the kte war, the army in Cana- 
da amounted to no more than 15,000 men, and that the pro- 
vince could not fupply them, but the whole fupply was fcnt 
from England — ^That in one year the army was diftrefled, 
becaufe the contra^lor relied upon the produce of the pro- 
yince for their fupply. 

They alfo alledged, that the crops of wh^t in Canada are 
always uncertain, and that Canada is at this time nearly in 
the fame ftate of cultivation as when it firil came into our 
poffeffion — That no Britifh fubjefts have fettled there, one 
family alone excepted — That rfie number of its inhabitants 
may amount to 100,000, moftly Catholics, and noC poflieffing 
any fpirit of indufbry. They acknowledged, however, that 
in the years 1772, 1773? and 1774, when Ac fimthem 
parts of Europe were in great dtftrefs for com, a ls«-ge ex- 
portation from Canada had been made, and in one of thofe 
years to the amount of 400,000 buihels. 

In order to Ihew, that the Weft India iflands could not 
receive a proper fupply of lumber from Canada, they al- 
ledged, that though the white oak from Canada Is very good 
for ftaves, the other fpecies of lumber were of an hiferior 
quality, and always fold in the Weft Indies at a lower price 
Azn that imported from other parts—That they want hands 
tn that colony to get wood, the price of labour being from 
half a dollar to a dollar per day. — ^With refped to Nova 
Scotia, they alledged, that thou^ the increafe of inhabit- 
ants lately gone there may in time lead to fomc fupply of 
grain, lumber, and other articles from thu colony, yet at 
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ptcfcot Nova Scotia Is fuppUed widi tbcfe from o^r p»t$ 
— Th^t the lo]ralift$ £^t to Nova Scotia carried provifiont 
with them, and are themfblves, for the moft part, men of z 
4ifierent defcriptioB from labourer^ — ^That there was in th^ 
colony alfo a want of han^s, and that the price of lumber 
was greatly raifed, in the countries bordering on Nova Sco- 
tia» in confequence of the demand for it from thence ; atud 
tkat, in fhort, neither Nova Scotia nor Canada were i^ a 
better condition to furniih the iflands with fupplies than be- 
fore the war. 

THE Committee, after having heard all that the planters 
ml merchants thoiij^ fit to offer in evidence on this head> 
judged it expedient to procee4 to a farther invcftigation o£ 
this fubjed. 

It appeared, by the information received from numecou;i 
refpeflable authorities, as well as by the accounts laid before 
the committee, that the province of Canada is able to ex^ 
fan great quantities of wheat and flour for the confumption 
of the Britifli Weft India ifl^ds — ^That in the years 1771, 
1774, 1773,^ there were imported annually, from all part* 
of America, into the Britifh Weft India iflands, at an aver- \ 
age, 132,750 barrels of flour : during nearly the £saxx& period^ 
that is, from 1771 to 1775, inclufive^ there was exported 
fromCanada^;i/]f^/^,at an average, 265,000 buthels of wheats 
and that the common price of the grain, before the war, did 
not exceed y. per bu(hel.^ — ^They obferve, that foon after the 
year 1775s the exportation wholly ceafed, in confequence of 
the war, when great numbers of the inhabitants of the pro- 
vince were employed in the public fervice, either as batteaux 
men to tranfport provifions in their boats, or as waggonert 
to convey them by land, or as feamen employed upon tlte 
lakes— That this diminifhed the cultivation of the country, 
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tnd was the caufe that fo much corn was nbt {)rodilcca-^^ 
That the enemy's troops were fometimes in poffeflion of z 
part of the country, and that at other times the inhabitants 
wcte in apprehenfion of them — That ift the year 1778, the 
governor prohibited the exportation of grain, and that the 
prohibition was ftiH in force on the 21ft day of September 
kft 5 but that the committee hath been affured, no flour was 
imported during the war, except for the ufe of the trbopS 
and Inciiahs. 

It was further reprefented, that this prohibition operated 
as a great difcouragement to the induftry of the farmer ; but 
all the witnefles agree, that the exportation of grkin from 
Canada will in future revive and increafe, ifpectally if thi 
Weft Ifidim market is fecured to them; and that fev6rail per- 
fons of great experience are of opinion, that an annual ex- 
port of 300,000 bufliels may be depended upon — ^That be- 
fore the war, the trade of Canada, in flour, was chec'ked 
for want of proper mills to grind their com, and they fre^ 
quently fent grain to Philadelphia for that purpofe; but fince 
the peace, proper mill ftones have been imported^ and neW 
mills have been creSed at a great expence, iti convenient 
places ; fo that their flour in future will be much finer, mor^ 
free from bran, and fitter for exportation, and the commerce 
of the province in this article will be thereby greatly im- 
proved and extended. — And the committee have been aflured, 
by a perfon of very refpedable authority, who from his long 
refidence there muft be beft acquainted with the nature of 
the climate, that he never knew the crop of grain materiallf 
fail till laft year, which happened to be unufually rainy. 

It alfo appeared, that great quantities of lumber caA be 
furnifhed from Canada, and the market of Quebec, where 
it will be exchanged for Britifli manufa£tures 5 and that the 
Canadians have learnt to cut their lumber to great advantagsF^ 
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hf floating mills, of a new conftru£iion> btiilt at a third of 
fhe expence of ordinary mills. 

It was obferved, that the navigation of the river Saint 
Jjawrence, which is frozen a confiderable part of the year> 
IS a great impediment to the trade of this country. But 
though this may materially aflPeft lumber, the freight ojf 
which, as a bulky article, is a ipate^ial confideration, yet it 
cannot mi^ch injure the trade in flour, which, if propeylj . 
packed, is not liable to damage in a fl^ort time. 

It was further dated, that Nova Scotia will foonbe able to 
fupply great quantities, of lumber ; and that, if grants of " 
lands ^rc properly made, and fecured to the inhabitants, they 
will, in about three years, be able to fumifli, at moderate 
prices, moft of the articles which the Weft India iflands can 
^ant from North America. And, though the fea coaft, 
from Cape Canfo to Cape Sable, is rocky and barren, and 
produces nothing but fir-trees, the interior parts of the coun-v 
try, and the banks of all the rivers that empty themfelycs 
into the Bay of Fundy, have as fine a foil as any part of the 
Vorld : The peninfula is fitted for dairy farms ; and there 
^ic immenfe tra£^s of good land on the other fide of the 
Pay of Fundy, and on the river St. John's, Pedicodiack> and 
others of lefs note^ which are proper for every fort of til* * 
lage : and that the whole country produces the fineft garden 
vegetables in the world, particularly potatoes. 

AiTurance was given to the committee, that the climate 
of Nova Scotia is fine and healthy, and that the nun^ber of 
new fettlers there amount to near 30,000 j are indi^ftrious,. 
and extremely anxious to cultivate the land allotted to them — 
That the neutral French, who ftill remain, were always an 
induftrious people ; and that, before the year 1754, fuch of 
them as were fettled at Beaux Sejiours, Tintamarre, and 
<)ther places of the province, fupplied Canada, and other 
I'rench fettlements 19 North America, with a confiderable^ 
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quantity of grain ; and that they and all the old inhabitants^ 
when they are no longer in a precarious ftate with refpcflk 
to the government under which they are to live, wiH follow 
the example of the new fettlers, and will learn from them 
to improve the eountry to great advantage, efpecially if en- 
couragement is given to", their induftry, by fecuring to them 
proper markets, — And the committee were aflurcd, from 
good authority, that upon the like encouragement the po- 
pulation of Nova Scotia will be increafed. 

It appeared alfb, that great parts of this country abound 
with lumber, particularly white oak 5 and that a number of 
few mills arc already erefled in that province, and that more 
will be erefked as foon as the grants are fettled. 

It alfo appeared to the committee, that there are 1,500,00a 
acres in thciflandof Cape Breton, capable of producing any 
fort of European grain, and remarkably fit for garden vege- 
tables ; and, though the coaft is very much fubjefl to fogs, 
the air in the center is dry, and fit for the produce of grain 
^^-That it abounds alfo with great quantities of lumber, 
pine of every dimenfion, oak of various kinds, white and 
red (the former in plenty), afh and elm, beech, birch, and 
maple, which grow \o great fcantlings-^That thefe woods 
fie contiguous to the coaft, or on navigable rivers ; and that 
there are a great number of ftreams in the ifland fit to ereft 
faw-mills thereon; and it is not doubted but that lumber 
fofficiently proper for every purpofe may be procured in Ca- 
nada, Nova Scotia, and Cape Breton 5 and that the difadvan^ 
fage to which Canada is fubjeft in point of itavigarion, is re- 
verfed with refpc£t to Nova Scotia and Cape Breton, the 
navigation from thefe countries to, the Weft India iflands be- 
ing performed in a lefc time than from the ports of the 
United States. 

Befides thefe articles, which are the ft«ple commodities of 
thefe countries, there arc others, of which the Weft Itidht 
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iilands ftand in need : two of thefe are rice and India corn. 
The confumption of die firft, in the Weft India iflands, is 
¥ery fmall, aniQunting, ^t an average of three years, to no more 
than 20,563 barrels annually:— It is certain that thefe articles 
cannot be produced either in Canada or Nova Scotia. In- 
dia corn is a mtore ncceflary article ; and the quantity im- 
ported ji|tO our Weft India iflandsj at an average of three 
year?, is 4^1,464 bufliels annually. — And the committee 
vcre informed there is a great deal of India com now grown 
is Nova, Scotia, and that a great deal more will be planted 
this fpring on Saint John's rivcri provided the grants are con- 
finned to the new fettlers and provincials in due time; and 
that parts of Canada are capable alfo of producing it. — ^It 
was obferved, that the grain of this India corn may poffibly 
not be fo large and fine as that which is produced in the ^ 
fouthern parts of America; but that it may anfwer for the^ 
fame uies neariy as well'— That it is certain that CanacU and 
Nova Sc(^ia can and will produce all the fubftitutes for In- 
dia com, viz. beans, peas, barley, oats, and potatoes, at the 
jnoft reafonable rates ; with which fubftitutes, except pota- 
toes, the planters during the laft war fed their negroes — 
That there is alfo no doubt, but in a ftiort time great 
quantities of India corn, of the fineft fort, may be pro- 
duced in the iflands of Bahama, where there is a foil and 
climate perfe£ily fitted for it ; to which a large colony are al- 
ready gone, and morp arc expedied to arrive; and that fron:^ 
thefe iflands the navigatbn to the Weft India iflands is very 
eafy and fhort. 

Another article of which the Weft India iflands ftand in 
need, is live ftock, and falted beef and pork. Live ftock 
can be fumUhed in great quantities from Nova Scotia. It 
furnifhed the Briti(h army, whilft it was' at Bofton, with a 
plentiful fupply of it, thpugh it yvzs not then peopled with 
half the inhabitants it is at prefent ; and the ihortnefs of the 

E 
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navigation from this country to the Weft India iflands, i$ » 
favourable circumftance with refpeft to this fupply. 

The comniittee alfo ftate, that befides falted beef and 
pork, which may be fupplied from both Canada and Nova 
Scotia, the Weft Indies can be furnilhed with ihofe articles 
in plenty^ and of a fuperior quality, from Great Britain, and 
particularly from Ireland : And it was ftated tO the commit- 
tee, that the falted beef and pork from America is of a lotfe 
and open texture, and ea/lly goes to decay in hot climates; 
fo that, all circumftances confidered, thofe articles may be 
had on cheaper terms (in the opinion of feveral witnefies) 
-from Great Britain and Ireland, than from any part of 
North America* - i ■ 

The laft important article of provifion which the Weft In- 
dia iflands ftand in need of, is dried and pickled fifti \ and 
there were ftated fufficient reafons for believing, that the 
whole fupply can be furnijbed by one or other of the fifli- 
cries of Great Britain and Ireland, and thofe of Newfound- 
land, Canada, and Nova Scotia.— The quantity imported 
into the Britifli Weft India iflands, according to the account 
the committee have received, is 159,669 quintals of dridd 
iifh annually. * 

The cod fifli imported into the iflands is of an inferior 
quality to that which is fent to the European market, being 
principally for the food of negroes : fomething more than 
nine tenths of this quantity was imported into his Majefty*s 
iflands by fhips belonging to the New England provinces; 
but a confiderablc part of this, that is 67,000 quintals, the 
New Englanders annually purchafed of the fifhermeri at 
Newfoundland \ fo that of this they were merely the carriers^ 
The price of cod at the ports of exportation in New 
England, was confiderably dearer than at Newfoundland, 
nearly as 9 to 7 ; but it affifted the traders of New England 
in making up their aflbrtments for the Weft India markets ; 
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and, as they purchafed this fifli with rum of their own dif- 
tilling, at Newfoundland, fo they fold it in the Weft Indies, 
for rum of a finer quality, and for fugar and melafTes, and 
made thereby a profitable trade. — ^Newfoundland afone is faid 
to be fufiicient for the fupply of dried and pickled cod; but the 
fituation of Nova Scotia is fo favourable for carrying on the 
fiiheries, being much nearer the fifiiing banks than the ports 
of New England, that there is no doubt but they will have 
a confiderable fhare in this commerce ; and it appeared, that 
great advantages wijl be derived from a free intercourfe be- 
tween Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and the Weft India 
iflands, for the exchange of their refpeftive produce. — 
That in addition to the dried and pickled cod, the Weft In- 
dia market requires a fupply of falted mackarel, herrings^ 
and other fmall fiih : that part of thefe, particularly the 
herrings, may be exported from Great Britain and Ireland^ 
which arc of a fuperior quality to any fifli of this fort in 
America ; and, by accounts laid before the committee, can 
be fupplied in great quantities. Pickled mackarel and falmon 
may be furniflied from the fiflicries on the coafts and in the 
rivers of Nova Scotia and Labrador, where they may be 
Wtch^ in great plenty. 



Proofs in Support of the Third Allegation. 

IN fupport of the Third Allegation; viz. " That the na- 
vigation between the North American colonies, and the fu- 
gar colonies, cannot be effeftually carried on by Britifli fliips, 
on account of the heavy expence, uncertainty, and delay of 
fuch circuitous navigation, beyond that which would attend 
the dircft navigation in American fhips ;" — ^the planters and 
merchants urged^ that before the laft war, more than three 
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parts in four of the fliips employed in catrying on tlic com- 
merce between the Britifli Weft India iflands arid North 
America, were American ; and they produced two accounts^ 
by which it appeared, that the number of ftiips fo employed 
in the year 1772, amounted to 1208; of which only 13 
came from the colonies now under the dominion of his Ma- 
jefty ; that is, 5 from Canada, 6 from Newfoundland, and 
2 from Nova Scotia. They inferred alfo, from the number 
of veflels being fo great, that their tonnage muft have been 
fmall, and confequently they could not be Britifii fliips em- 
ployed in the American trade, which are fcarce ever of iefs 
burthen than 250 or 300 tons. They produced sllfo anotlier 
paper, to ftiew, that of 561 fail, which entered at the port 
of Kingfton in Jamaica }n the year 1774, 131 were Britifli 
built, and 422 American built.. They faid, that upon an ex- 
periment made for 2 or 3 fucceflive years, of carrying on the 
t]rade by a circuitous voyage, that is, by fending fliips from 
England to America to take in lumber, and carry the fame 
from thence into the iflands, it was found not to anfwer — 
That the fliips did not fave themfelves in point of expencc ; 
and that it could never anfwer to a merchant to employ fliips 
in fuch circuitous voyage upon fpeculation. — And being aflced; 
Whether there was any number of fliips, belonging to the 
Weft India iflands, employed in the . trade between the 
iflands and America? they anfwered. It was believed there 
were none. 

E CONTRA. 

UPON thi$ fubjeS the committee examined a number of 
eminent merchants trading to North America and the Weft 
Indies, 9s well as other perfons who had been employed in 
his Majcfty^s fervice in America ; and, upon the whole of 
the evidence laid before the committee, it appeared to them, 
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that there never was a period in which this country was iet^ 
ter prepared than it is at prefent, to enter into any new 
branch of the carrying trade. — Many fcamenhave lately been 
diicharged from the fliips of war, and many mercantile Ycf- 
fels, with their crews, difmifled from the public fervice j 
and the committee have been afTured, that, from the cir- 
cumftances before mentioned, there is at prefent in this 
country an overjlock of Jhipping which wants employment ; 
fo that the price of freight from Great Britain to Ame- 
rica had fallen as low as it was in the laft peace ; that is, 
from 8/. per ton to about 3/. to about Quebec, and about 2/. 
to other parts of America-^and that there is no doubt that 
die freight from America to the Weft Indies will fall as low" 
as it was in the laft peace, though confined to Britifh 
(hipping. 

The committee alfo ftate, that it has been obferved to them 
that the owners of Britifli veffels, concerned in the Weft 
India trade, have long laboured under great difadvantages 
from the difficulty of procuring outward freights for their ' 
Teflels ; but that now, by going firft to North America, and 
from thence td the Weft Indies, and fo home, they will be 
fure of two freights, and perhaps three, inftead of little 
more than one : And it is alledged, that they will reap this 
benefit with very fmall additional charges in the payment of 
ieamen's wages and port duties. And it has been proved to 
the committee, that though the {hips employed in the Weft 
India trade from the port of London, called eftabliflied ftiips, 
have not hitherto engaged in this circuitous commerce— andy 
being large fhips, of great expence, might not, upon trial, 
find it for their advantage — yet that ftiips from the out ports 
frequently engaged in it^ fometimes by going firft to North 
America, , taking a cargo of lumber from thence for the 
iflands in the Weft Indies, and running home freighted with 
fugar ai?id other Weft India produce 5 and that at other timc^ 
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they went firft for the Weft India iflands, with fupercar- 
goesy who employed their veilels in a trip to ttie continent 
for lumber, while they were purchafing rum and other pro- 
duce of the iflands for their homeward voyage — That, in 
particular, ten or twelve fhips have been known to come to 
Georgia in a year, that were employed in this trade, and 
others to the Carolina's for the fame purpoC? ; and it has been 
proved to the committee, that there are ten large Jbips from 
the port of London already deftined for this circuitous trade, 
and three others intended to be employed in the like manner, 
whoie chief objed is the freight from America to Jamaica } 
and that thefe (hips will go from hence even in ballaft, in 
cafe a freight outward cannot be obtained, becaufe they will, 
perhaps, make, by freight from America to Jamaica, 2,000/. 
or 2,500/. whereas, in all probability, (as was the cafe laft 
year) they would not make above 800/. or 900/. from Lon- 
don to Jamaica. 

On this head, the committee obferve, that the number of 
Britifli fhips which feized the opportunity of going from 
North America to the Weft India iflands, with lumber and 
provifions, on the firft notice of the order in council (as 
already ftated) i3 a cleai* proof that this branch of com'" 
merce is profitable; and, as a further proof of the value of, 
this commerce, the freight from North America to the Weft 
Indies is from 30/. to 40/. per <?ent. more than from Great 
Britain to the Weft Indies, 

Information was alfo given to the committee, that, befides 
the fhips before mentioned, there are 12 fail of Britifh fhips 
eftaWifhed at Jamaica, for carrying on the trade between that 
ifland and the continent of America, befide^ others intended 
to.be fitted out ; to which may be added the fhips of Canada 
and Nova Scotia, which will be employed in this trade ; 
And it has been proved to the committee, that many fbip- 
(jarpenters h?ive fettled in Nova Seotia, for the piirpofc pf 
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Mp buUding ; ancl» if the trade to the Weft India iflands is 
confined to Britifh (hipping, it is expe£ked that many more 
l>erf<Hi8 of* that defcription wiB be induced to fettle in l^ova , 
Scotia, where they will find timber of every fort fit for (hip- 
building ; and, as the tide in the Bay of Fundy rifes very 
high, the hirbouTlj* of that country are betifer fitted for 
building (hips than any of the continent of North: America* 
—Information has been alio given to the committee, diat be- 
fore the war, AJps of between 200 and 300 tons were baik 
in Canada, for whieh they have timber in great plenty; and 
that, befides wha(t have been mentioined, the intercourfe be- 
tween the Weft Indies and America will be carried on by / 
iloops belonging to the Bermuda ^nd^'Bahiama iflands, which \ 
have always had a principal (hare of t|us^ trade. 

The accounts produced by the Weft India planters and mer- 
chants, before ftatedy (hew, that the ntf mb^r of veiTels which 
entered the ports of the Britiih Weft Jndi^ iflands in 1772, 
with the produce > of North Ametica»was.iao?i ^4 ^2^,* 
on an average of three years precedi^the Wj^rj.the nunaber 
of vefiels that entered thofe ports With tjhei pip^^icf' of jb^qrth 
America was 1610, containing 1 15,634 tons, and.navigatfsd by 
9,7 1 8 men : but, as the veflels employed in this trade were 
generally able to n^ake 3 trips in the year, the above numbers 
muft be divided by 3, in order to (hew the number of (hips 
or veflels, the quantity of tonnage, and the number of men 
aftually fo employed j the real number, therefore, will turn 
out to be 533 (hips, Containing 38,544 tons, and navigated 
by 3,339 men : and it has been (hewn, by three different 
calculations laid before the committee, that the value of Ms 
frnghtage^ in a commercial light, is not lefs than 245)OOo/. 
a year. 
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Proofs in Support ofibe Fourth Allegation, 

IN fupport of the fourth alkgationi viz. " Th>t.thc plants 

ers in his JMaj^y's Siigay Colonies can no otberwife pay for 

the fupplies necciveid from the dominioA$ of the &i4 United 

States^ than by the produce of their eAatiiefi^ which produce^ 

.in many inftantes, does not jind any adeqj^le ?^nt in Greait 

Britain^ dsd, if not taken off hy th6 Npr^ Atnefieiu>% would 

^remain a/ dead weight upon aUjhie. r(^ft of the* produce of the 

'faad'Sugar Colonies ;"— th^ plenjl;er$ .dnd it^^rchants produced 

aecouxus to ihew, that>. hefides. imallor ^tif)lesy therie wa^eat^ 

ported to Nofth America,: 

in the Years • . i 

inil. |^"ear> 3>77^,HWs. 

/'^' 1 Rum, 32,265 Puncheons. 
1-7^.5 Sugar, 5,325 Hhds. 

*/W (Rum, 43,4^8 Puncheons. > 

They aBedged, that the Americans xHeiy toojc,^ ir6ni the 
'BritSfhW^ft Iridia iflalids, their produce in payment for 
ncariy the^meunt cif i?^hat they impomid.^ They admitt«ij 
that tfie runi exjjorted to North America was for American 
confumptloh only, and none of it aft^wards. re-exported. 
They alledged, that before the war, no fioreigti rum was 
confumed in North America, except fome fmuggled from 
particular places, ncrne being permitted to be made in' the 
French iflands until lately, that the governor of Martinique 
had iflued a proclamation, giving licence to American mer- 
chants to ereft a rum diftillery at the Bay of Gallery, and 
proper ciftems for keeping melaffes near the town g[ St. 
Pierre — That the Americans took melaffes from the French 
iflands, which they diftilled into a rum of very inferior quality, 
known by the name of New England Spirit ; that a trifling 
quantity of the fame was exported to Africa, and fome ufed 
to be fent to Canada, until diftilleries were eftabliihed in that 
province.— And the planters and merchants fnformed the 
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committee, that, it wad univerfally underftood at Jamaica 
that a gentleman, formerly of London, was gone from Ja- 
maica to the French iflands, with a view of puihing to the ut- 
moft extent the diftilleries for rum eftabliflied in the French 
iflands, and improving the manufacture of that commodity ; 
and they obferved that the bringing thofe diftilleries to a con- 
dition proper for ftipplying the demand for rum from the 
United States muft be a work of time ; and that' the true rule 
whereby to form a judgment of the etkSt the faid diftilleries ' 
might have upon the export of rum from the Britifh Wfeftln- ^ 
dies, was not either from the prefent price, or the prefent 
demand ; but that we ought to look forward to a future pe- 
iiod.*~The planters and merchants brought with them no 
account of the prefent prices of rum, either at Jamaica or the 
other iflands ; and letters were produced to flicw the low ' 
prices and fmall demand for rum, in February and March ' 
laft, at Granada and Saint Chriftopher^ heing fo low as y. 
and 2J. 6d. per gallon ; and it was agreed, by all whom the 
comniittee have examined on this head, that rum was the 
principal article which the Britifh Weft India iflands fent to 
America before the war, in return for the produce of that 
continent. 

The price of fuggr in the Bridfli iflands is fo much higher « 
than in the other iflands, that the Americans always prefer- 
red going to the latter for the purchafe of that article. The 
quantity of rum fent from the Britifh Weft India iflands to 
North America, on an average of three years, was, according 
to the account of imports and exports in North America, 
2,800,000 gallons in a year ; and the quantity of the melaf- . 
fes 250,000 gallons— This laft may be confidered as fo . 
much additional riipi, as it is probable the greateft part of 
U was diftilled into that fpirit in America. The whole quan- 
tity of rum, therefore, the produce of our iflands, which the 
Americans took from them, may be fairly ftated at 3,050,000 
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gallons, this- quantity, great as Jt is, is but a part of the 
rum ncceflary for the confiimption of North America ; for 
it is {aid, that almoft all the. melafTes of the French iflands ^ 
were imported into it, and diftilled into rum, chiefly in the 
New England provinces ; and this is probable, as the price 
of melafieft in the French iflands has of late years very much 
increafed, in confequence of the great demand for it. 

It was alfo r^iewn to the committee, that the confumption 
* of rum in North America was not annually lefs than 
7,000,000 gallons ; and there is no reafon to fuppofe that 
this confumption will be lefs in future ; and if the French 
difl:il their own melaflTes, it can make no difference in the' 
quantity of rum diftilled, , 



BY an account of prices current of fugar, rum, and cof- 
fee, at Kmgfton in Jamaica, on the i8th day of January laft 
laid before the compiittee, it appeared that thofe articles 
then fold at prices at leaft as high as they were, ^on an aver- 
age, betwee;i the years 1770 and 1775 5 and the/Coitlmit* 
tee have been informed^ that by accounts lately received, 
dated 20th March, the produce of that ifland had rifen, in the . 
courfe of the laft months nearly ten per cent. This rife is 
siUedged to be owing to the prefent demand for the Ameri- 
can market. 

A correfpondent at Savanna la Mar, in a letter to a mer- 
chant of London,doubts whether he can execute the orders he 
had received from London for rum within the time appointed ^ 
becaufe there were at Savanna la Mar feveral purchafers for 
rum and fugar from Kingfton,for the American market. — Rum 
bad broki , at Savanna la Mar, at 2s, 6d. per gallon, which 
is as high as any purchs^ed at that port during the laft five 
yearsy and higher thaii it ufually broke at in times of peace. — 
Rttm fold at Kingfton^ upon th& ^oth of March> at %$. gd. v 
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and, by the laft accounts from the Leeward Iflands, dated in 
Tebruary, the price of new rum was expe<5led to be at 2s» jrf. 
and ftrong Granada rum at 2s:6d. j which, the committee are 
informed, is at leaft as high as rum ufually broke at in thofe 
iflands in times of peace. And, from the prcfent price pf 
rum, and the demand for it, there is no reafon to apprehend 
that there will be any want of a fufficient vent for this article 
of produce. 

It appeared by the account of imports and exports produc- 
ed to the committee, that there were imported into Canada, 
Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland, before the war, 998,672 
gallons in a year; and that in the year 1774^ 748,491 gal- 
lons of rum were imported from the Weft Indies, and from 
the continent of America, into that colony only. 

By another account produced, it appeared, that in fomc 
years there has been a large importation of rum into Canada 
from Great Britain; but it is probable that a confiderable 
portion of this might be for the ufe of his Majefty's troops. 
This, however, was but part of the confumption of thofe 
provinces : great quantities were fmuggled, particularly into 
Canada, where there was a high duty ; and ftill more into 
Newfoundland, where there was not only a high duty on rum 
imported from the American continent, but where there was 
one cuftom-houfe only ; and great quantities were fold by 
the Americans, out of their veflels, to the fifhermen on the , 
banks. — ^When it is confidered, therefore, that the people of 
Nova Scotia have in the laft year been more than doubled by 
the new fettlers, and that the people of Canada are alfo much 
increafed, there can be little doubt that the confumption of 
rum will be greatly increafed in the remaining Britifh colo- 
nies, efpecially if all duties upon the rum of our iflands, im- 
ported into Canada, be taken off, or at leaft greatly diminifli- 
ed, and foreign veffels allowed as little intercourfe as pof&ble 
with our fifliermcn at Newfoundland.— What the quantity 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



,'{ 36 ) 

confumedinfuchcafe, m^iy be, it is impof&ble to fay v but 
it will probably leave no greater quantity to be imported 
into other parts of America, than fuch as will find an eafy 
market. 

It was fuggefted to the committee, that the confining the 
intercourfe with our Weft India iflands to Britifh fhips, will 
be a means 6i feeuring to the planters a greater export of 
their produce, than if the fhips of the United States were al- 
lowed to come, as formerly, to the ports of our iflands ; for, 
though the Weft India planters.and merchants feemed to ima- 
gine, that before the war the Americans took from the Bri- 
tifli Weft India iflands their produce in payment for, nearly 
the amount of what they imported, the accounts of imports 
and exports ftate the value of the produce of the continent of 
North America, imported into the iflands, as valued at the 
port of importation at 720,000/, annually, including freight ; 
and the amount of the produce of our iflands, imported 
into North America, valued in like manner at the port 
of importation, at 420,000/,, including freight v which 
makes a balance of 300,000/. in favour of the Ameri- 
cans : ^nd it has been aflferted, by merchants .well verfed in 
that commerce, who have appeared before the committee, 
that the Americans never took, in payment of their cargoes, 
more than a fmallpart of the produce of our iflands ; one, in 
particular, has informed the committee, that the Americans 
trading to Jamaica, before the war, ufed to take produce of 
that ifland, in payment for provifions and lumber imported 
there, in nearly the following proportions : 

TbeSouthcmProvinces, about one half, or rather more; 
—•the balance in dollars. 

The Middle Provinces, about one fourth 5 — balance, dol- 
lars and fterling bills of exjchapge. 

The Northern, or New England Governn^enti pot above 
^p tenth i"?«balance i|i dollars. 
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And fo unwilling were tbe Americans to take the produce of 
die Britiih iflands^ that, when thej fold their lumber and pn>- 
vifions in exchange for produce, and not for calh, they gene* 
rally demanded a higher price. With the cafli thus procur- 
ed, whatcTcr it might be, they went down to the foreign 
iflands, and purchafed fugar, melafles, and cofiee, mudk 
cheaper than our iflands could afibrd them. « 

It is therefore argued, that, when Ae trade is confined to 
our own {hips, it is more probable that there vrill be a greater 
exchange of produce for produce. 



THE planters and merchants, in otkiing their evidence to 
the committee, adverted to two other material and important 
points, in order to induce his Majefty to comply widi their 
requeft viz. 

Firfl. — ^The policy which the French are purfuing, for the 
purpofe of opening an intercourfe between their iflands and 
the United States, 

Secondfy.'^The meafures which the United States, and the 
feveral provinces of which they are compofed, have taken in 
confequence of his Majefty's order in council of the ad of 
July. 

In refpe£l to the firft of thefe pmnts, it appears that an 
arret had been publiflied at Saint Domingo, which puts the 
trade between the United States and that ifland upon the 
fame footing as before the war ; but by a proclamation pubr 
liflied at Martinique, and the French Windward Iflands, for 
opening the ports of the French iflands to the United States^ 
permifl&on is given to the veflTels of the United States, to load 
with the produce of the French iflands, without any limita-* 
tipn ; but the permiflion which is given to bring the prodooo 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 38 ) 

of the United States to the French iflands, is confined to 
fuch aiticles only as France cannot fupply her colonies with ; - 
mnd this has been fince explained to admit the importation 
of lumber of all forts, ftaves and heading, fhingles, rice, 
liorfes, cattle, live ftock, and all fifli but cod (which are to be 
fupplied from their own fifheries), to the exclufio^n of the 
three great articles of American produce, viz. European and 
Indian grain, faked beef and pork, and pickled cod ; but it 
is faid, that permilEon is to be given, occafionally, to import 
falted provifions, and other articles, when the iflands are in 
want of them. And the committee were informed, that 
what is thus permitted to be imported, is little more than 
what the French allowed to the Americans before the war, 
by fpecial permiflion to particular (hips, when the neceffity of 
their iflands required it. 

With refpcft to the fecond point, viz. " The meafures 
which the United States, and the provinces of which they 
are compofed, have taken in confequence of his Majefty's 
order in council of ad of July" — the committee find, that the 
State of Maryland has, on this account, impofed a duty of 
five killings per ton on Britiih fliipping, at their entrance or 
clearance in the ports of that State (which is faid to be two 
(hillings more than they have laid on all other fhipping), and 
two per cent, ad valorem, over and above what is now paid, 
or may hereafter be paid, by the citizens of the faid State, 
upon all merchandize and manufa£bures the growth and pro- 
duce of Great Britain, or any colony or other place under 
the dominion of Great Britain, imported in any Britlfh Jbip 
or other veflcl owned or belonging, in part or wholly, to any 
Britifh fubjeft or fubjefts. 

' And the aflembly of Georgia, now fitting, has prohibited 
all intercourfc with the Britifli Weft India iflands, nintil th^ 
orders of his Majefty in council are revoked. 
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It does not appear that any of the other ftates have yet 
pafled any kgiflative z£ts to the like purpofe ; but in the af- 
femblyof Penfylrania, which was fitting when the laft ac- 
counts came away, an zQ, had been read a fecond time, for 
impofing duties on every toil of Britifli (hipping, and on Bri- 
tiih manufaifiures and commodities, in like manner as thofe 
impofed by the (late of Maryland, with the addition, that 
the aflembly of Penfyivania propofed to augment the duty 
on Biitifli manufa^ures and commodities, imported in Bri- 
tifli {hipping, to 22- per cent, ad valorem '^ and there is intelli- 
gence received of a general ferment in all the fouthem and 
middle dates, on account of the reftri&ion laid by his Ma« 
jeft/s order in council. 

The aflembly of New York had addrefled the governor on 
this fubje£i, m terms of refentment to Great Britain; and 
the aflembly of Virginia have unanimoufly refolved, '' That 
the United States, in congrefs afiembled, ought to be impow- 
ered to prohibit Britifli veflels from being the carriers of the 
growth or produce of the Britifli Weft India iflands to the 
&id ftates, fo long as the order in council fliall be continued; 
or to concert fuch other meafures as fliall be thought eflTectual 
to counteract the defigns of Great Biiuin with refpe£l to 
the American commerce." 

The provhice of South Carolina has laid duties on Britifli 
Weft India produce, from 50/. to 100/. pef cent* higher than 
on that of foreign iflands : but it appears that this duty was 
impojed before they had any knowledge of his Majefty's or- 
der in council of 2d Ju)y. 

Whether the congrefs, or thefeveral legiflatures of the Ame- 
rican States, will perfift in this policy, is impoflible to be 
known. But the committee have examined many refpe£iable 
perfonsj perfe£tly informed of the ftate of America, and of 
the nature of its commerce ; — who all agrc^ in opinion, that 
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bj prcJiilMthig or obftniding the intercourfe between the 
continent of America aHid the Weft India iflands, the people 
of the United States wtU fuffer much more than any of 
hb Majefty's fubjeds; and that, for want of a foffictent 
Tent, their lumber .and provifions muft periib on their 
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No. I. 

I An ACCOUNT of all the Flour and Lumber imported in BritJih^buiIt 
Veflels, navigated according to Law, and entered at the Port of Kngfton 
I in Jamaica, from 12th December 1783, to 17th March 1784. 
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00. 


21 


Sloop Induftry, Darrat — 


193 


2,000 


1,000 


-^ 


M. 


NcwYork 


a? 


Ship Maria, Jones — 


hi39 


6,500 


-« 


m^ 


' --- 


Philadelphia^ 




Ship Cormorant, Hutchinfon - 


900 


70,000 


i.^ 


— • 


-.U 


Virginia 




Ship Yorick, Anderfon — 


— 




60,000 


— ■ 


.mm 


Qu(jbec 


Jan. 2 


Brig. Lord Howe, Maclean — 


— 


a,ooo 


30,000 


i8,ooo 


lOO 


Penobfcot 


Brig. Agnes, Bailiff — 


••- 


5,000 


22,000 


4T,ooo 


.M 


Ma0achufet# 


3 


Brig.Pirgcy — — 


— 




300 




— 


Maryland 




Brig. Bermudi^n, Smillie -^ 


— 


^,006 


40,000 


m^ 


— .' 


Philadelphia 




Ship Harfford, Folgcr — 


h^^S 


a,2oo 




4a,ooo 


-*i* 


Do. 




Sloop Rover, Stuart ^ 


.» 


•*» 


""Soo 


»- 


31 


Quebec 




Sloop Perfcverance, King — 


201 


5>900 


•« 


9,600 




Virginia 


6 


Brig. Arrow, Cruicklhanks -^ 


•— _ 




.^^ 


21I,0CX5 


-^ 


S. Carolina 


S 


Brig. Glafgow, Patrick — 


i»307 


4,706 


*— . 


— . 


— 


Virginia 


9 


Brig. Atalanta, Stanton — 


9*S 


1,300 


— • 


m^ 


— • 


Philadelphia 




Brig. Dart, Tyri« -^ 


557 


1,506 


.» 


— . 


— 


Maryland 




Brig.Hawke, Coupland -^ 




6,606 


147,000 


100,000 


50 


MaiTachuretr 


• 12 


Sloop Liberty, Dunfcotfib -^ 


300 


10,006 




— . 




Marykuid 




Brig. Admiral Rowley — 


•» 


3,006 


6S,ooo 


•— 


— 


Ma&chufetS' 


n 


Schooner Betfcy, Wiifon — 


170 


15,000 




.i.' 


30 


PhiladelpliU 


>J 


Sloop SaHy, Alboary *- 


150 




4,500 


-^ 


""■ 


Bermuda -^ 




Brig. Liverpool^ Darcun — 


54<5 


4,000 




— 


— i 


Maryland 


i7gchooner Betfey, Braine — 






4,000 


58,000 


— 


S^. Carolina 


[Scbwner Providence — 


1%i 


2,300 




— • 


— 


PhUadelphia- 


1 

'^ CsKiie* forward ^ 


12,275 


280,90s 
G 


52i,ai5 


904,506 


tn 
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APPENDIX. 



No. I. Continued, 



Arrival 


Vefleli. 


Barrels 
of 

Flour. 


Staves and 
Heading. 


Feet of 

Boards, 

Scantling, 

&c. 


1 
Shingles. 


Pack 

edor 
flu. 
ken 
Uds. 


Ffom 


xiU 


Brought forward 




x*.*75 


280,908 


5*».3i5 


904,500 


211 




Jan. SI 


Ship Fame, Aldis 


•» 


39 


•i. 






— 


London 




Brig. Swift" — 


•iM 


48^ 


25.000 


_ 


— • 


-— 


NewYor] 




Ship Briftol, Kinflcy 


mmm 


500 




mmm 


•— • 


— 


Grenada 


12 


Brig. Duncan, Craig 


M. 


lao 


.^ 


^mm 


«. 


— 


Anrigua 


^5 


Brig. Renown, Darrel 


mmm 




_ 


... 


40,000 


— 


S.CarQlbj 




Brig . Porcupine, Stubms 


mmm 


_ 


i5>ooo 


40,000 


20,000 


60 


Kennebu< 




Schooner Abigail, Pattes 


.^ 


.. 


2,000 


^^ 


8,000 


mmm 


NewYorl 


30 


Ship St. Cuthbert, Wright 


-. 


«» 


8,000 


20,592 


io,6^ 


mm 


Ditto 




Sloop PolJy and Sally, Pater- 
















(OB — 


_ 


20 


mmm 


MM 


■MB 


mtm 


Ditto 




Ship Commerce, Blake 


_ 


100 


,^^ 


_M 


^^ 


.. 


Briftol 




Snowlnduftry, Nelfon 


«. 




7^400 


"■" 


mmm 


.i. 


Bermuda 


Fch.» 


Brig. Aftive, Baleman 


_ 


«. 




5,000 


3,000 


-— 


St. Thonu 




Brig, Penelope, Williams 


.. 


150 


11,600 




2,000 


100 


Maflachu( 


4 


Brig. Poigcy ^ 


— . 




-. 


MM 


50,000 


— 


Bahamas 




Snow Tygrefs, Chriftian 


«— 


_ 


2,000 


»5>ooo 




-— 


Tortola 


6 


Ship Findlay, Farrie 


— 


173 


«» 




— • 


— 


Glafgow 


7 


Brig. Difpatch, Lufcombe 


„_ 


225 


i.. ^ 


— 


«- ' 


^— 


Briftol 


9 


Brig. Newry, Clarke 


_ 




11,000 


11,000 


«- 


120 


Tortola 




Snow Judith, Shutter 


^^ 


I9162 


2,500 


""■ 


»- 


— 


PhUadclpl 


II 


Ship Sally, Danel 


.. 


mmm 




44,541 


51.000 


•» 


S. Carolitt 




Lady Juliana, Sayle 
Ship Two Brothers, Swift 


«^ 


160 


mm 






— 


London 




.. 


1,900 


7,000 


'm^ 


43,000 


•— 


Grenada 


i6 


Brig. Sally, Gates 


... 


6a 




40,000 


44,000 


— • 


N. Carolii 


20 


Brig. Loyalift, Bifliop 


_ 




500 


16,000 


40,oo<* 


— 


E. Florida 


12 


Schooner Bctfey, White 


I.M 


«» 


4,000 


« 


6,000 


.« 


Connedio 




Schooner Batchelor 


!■-■ 


300 




-«• 


... 


•M 


New Yorl 


»5 


Brig. Sally, Albro 


.^ 


470 


SfOoo 


_ ^' 


««. 


«. . 


Grenada 


28 


Brig. Port Rofeway, Shannon- 




3)500 


20,000 


.— 


9' 


Conneaici 




Sloop Sally — 


«. 


kM 


10,600 


i.. 


-«■ 




St.Tboma 


29 


Ship Anne — 


— 


103 


«« 


— «* 


-« 


-. 


Briftol 




Ship Friendly Adyenturc 






60,652 


z6,68o 


118,600 


•^ 


Vii^nia ' 


Mar, 5 


SloapRdief,Bachop 


» 


«— 




4,0M 


mmm 


mmm 


E. Florida 


7 


Brig. Carolina, Camplin 


■MB 


— • 


— 


23,000 


70,000 


.« 


Ditto 


8 


Sloop Two Brothers 


». 


mm. 


... 


3,360 




— • 


Bahamas 


9 


Brig. Swallow, Hook 


•» 


mm 


i3,«oo 




— « 


.« 


S. Carolifla 


II 


Brig. Elizabeth, Barington 


mmm 


^m . 


18,390 


12,265 


10,000 


«« 


Geoi^gia 


i6 


Brig, ^olus, Wright 


.. 


560 






»- 


— • 


Glafgow 




Schooner Nancy, Ne^bold 


— 




•i* 


»- 


30,000 


50 


Bermuda 


■ . ^^ 


Schooner Scorpion, Kemp 
Total in Three Moothi 


!•— 


— 


— 


2,500 






Bahamas 




i8,8cx> 


559,050 


796,253 


J i,4io*79<5 


632 





;i 
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APPENDHt 



4» 



No. II. 



An ACCOUNT of the Total Import from North America 
into the Britiih Weft India Iflands^ in the Tears 177 if 
i772> and 1773; taken from an official Account figned by 
Mr. Stanley^ Secretary to the Commissioners of the Coa- 
toms in hondoa, dated 15th March^ 1775* 



Prom Che 
UnicedSutes 



LUMBER. 



Boards and Timber 
Shinglea »-*^ 

Staves ' --* 

Hoops — 

Cora -r 

Feafe and Beans 

Bread and Flour 

Ditto ;-^ 

Bice *-• 

Ditto -^ 

Fi(h ^ — 

Ditto — 

Ditto •^ 

Pitt© *— 

Beef and Fork 

Booltry — 

Horfea — 

Oxen — 

Sbeep and Hogs 

Oil — 

Tar> Pitchy and Turpentine 
Mafts » 

Spars — 

Shook Casks — 
Soap and Candles 
Ox Bows and Yokes 
Houfc Frames — 



Feet - 

N» — - 

N» 

Buibels - 
Ditto 

Barrels - 
Kegs - 
Barrels - 

— JTicrces •- 
Hogflieads 
Barrels - 
Quintals - 
Kegs 

Barrels - 
Dozens •> 
NO — - 

— .N<» — - 
N* — - 
Bands - 

—.Ditto 

— N? — . 

-Jno — . 

— Boxes 

Jn* - . 
^Ton» 



From Ca- 
nada and 
Nova Sco- 
tia. 



76,767,695 

57,998,661 

4,712,005 

1,404,389 

64,006 

396,3«9 

13,099 

39,9" 

»i,777 

5^344 

47,686 

ai,5oo 

3,304 

44,781 

Jt,739 

7,130 

^,647 

13,815 

3,189 

17,024 

157 

3,074 
53,857 
«o,475 

1,540 
620 

399J 



FromNcw 
foundland* 



232,040 
185,000 

.27,35° 

16,250 

24 

1,017 

991 



449 
646 

a,9J» 

609 

170 

io 

28 



139 



30 
40 



2,000 



9,000^ 



a,307 

202 

11,764 

24 



118 



141 
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At the Council Chamber, Whitehall^ the 
2Sth January, 1791. 

By the Right Honourable the Lords of the Com- 
mittee of Council appointed for the Conlideration 
of all Matters relating to Trade and Foreign 
Plantations. 



X OUR Majefty having been pleafed, by your order 
m council of the 30th September, 1789, to refer to this com- 
mittee an a& pafled by the congrefs of the United States of 
America on the 4th July preceding, entitled, ** An aS for 
, ** laying a duty on goods ^ wares ^ and merchandize^ imported int§ 
" the United States ;" and alfo, another aft pafled by the faid 
congrefs on the 20th of the faid month, of July, endtled, 
" At9 -dEf impofing duties on tonnages'^* and your Majcfly hav^ 
ing dircfted the committee to conlTder the faid adis, and re- 
port their opinion on the fame to your Majefty; the Lords 
of the conwnittee loft no time in calling forfuch accounts, 
and colle£ting fuch other information, as might beft enable 
them to form an opinion on the probable tSeGts of the faid 
a£ls, and of the meafures which, in confequence thereof, it 
might be proper, under all the prcfent circumftances, to 
purfue for the fecurity of the Britifh commerce and xiaviga* 
tion. With this view, the committee referred feveral quef- 
tions to a committee of merchants of the city of London^ 
concerned in the trade to the United States of America, and 
to tlie merchants and ihi|M)wners of Briftol, Liverpool^ and 
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Glafgow, concerned in the fame trade : for as this trade Is 
principally carried on from the ports before mentioned, the 
merchants and fliip-owners rcfiding therein were, in the 
Ofwian of the committee, beft^ qualified to judge of the 
efic£is which any regulation made by die government of 
the faid States is likely to produce on the commerce, the 
maaufaftufes, and the ihippmg-intercft of your Majefty*s 
dominions. 

The lords of the committee thought it right alfo to apply 
to your Majefty's confuls, ftationed in the United States, for 
fuch information as they, from their refidence, were bed 
able to afford on many parts of this fubjed. 

Some time of courfe elapfed before the merchants and (hip- 
owners of the ports before mentioned could rotum anfwcrs 
to the qneftioni propo£ed to them ; and it was neceffary to 
allow ftill further time to your Maje&y's confuls, rcfidcnt 
jft Am0rica> to-coUeft and tranfmit the information required 
of diem. 

And the committee muft confefs that, even after they had 
teeeived sdl the neceflary information, they found great diff- 
iculty in forming a decifive opinion on the fubjedi referred 
''to them ; efpecially as, in difcuffing the various points arifing 
out of it, tfiey were unavoidably led to enter into a full con- 
fidcrgtion of this branch of commerce in all its parts ; and the 
difficulty was inoreafed, when they obferved in the anfwers of 
ihc merchftuts and ship-owners before mentioned (who ap- 
|»ear to have paid great attention to the queftions propofed to 
^em), that they expreffed their fentiments with much hehta- 
fioug and-^Some difference, concerning the meafureshefti:al- 
culated to promote their intereits : It happened aHb, that 
other circumftances afterwards occurred, which induced the 
committee to think that fomefufpenfionin making their report 
might jQot be inexpedient :— But as the duke of Leeds^ one 
pf your ^ajefty's pri^Kipal fccretarics of ftate^ has lately ac«^ 
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^aabtedttti^ committee, that it is your Miqefty^ intention 
FortKwttlir ta fend t& America a peifon, anthorifed on the part 
Irf your Majefty, to treat with Ae government of the United 
State) on commercial as welt as other matters ; and as his 
gracie lias fignified your Majefty's commands, that this com-^ 
mittee ihould bke into tioniideratioti, and report, what are 
the propoials, Of a commercial ttature, proper to be made by 
tl^ gorernmeht of tlii» country to d^e faidUnited States i the 
Lordl of the committee hare thought it Aeir duty to refum^ 
Ac confi d etatio n of this bufinefs, and to proceed without 
delay vA making their report on the whole of this cxtenfivc 
fubjea. 

As it may be of ufe to be informed of all that the mer- 
chants and (hip-owners, trading to America, h^ve urged in 
tiip^rt of their re^&ive opinions, the Lords of the com« 
knittee inH place in the Appendix to this Report the whole of 
the anfwers^ given by the faid merchants and fhip-owners to 
tbe queftions propofed to them, avaifing themfelves in the 
Report, which they now prcfent to your Majefty, of fudi 
fzCts, ftated ih the faid anfwets, as appear to the committee 
to be important and well authenticated ; and of fuch argu- 
Inents and calculations as appear to he well founded, parti* 
ciilarly fuch as have contributed io any degree to affifl the 
committee in forming thdr judgment on this occafion. 

The conne£tion which had fo long fubfifted between Great 
Britaki and the countries now forming the United States of 
America, was finely diflblved by the acknowledgment of 
their independence in the year 1783 1 the ancient commercial 
fyftem, arifing out of that connexion, of cour/i ended with 
ks . and the laws, by which the trade of thefe countries, con^ 

* See the ai^wcri of the mefdrants and fliip-o^ners of London, 
Biiftol, Liverpool, and Gla^bw, to tb^ queftions referred to them, 
in the Appendix (A). 

H 
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fidercd as coloniesj had hitherto been regulated, ccaCcd to 
have effc£l : — It was neceffary therefore to adopt new prin- 
ciples, on which a new fyftem of commerce might be founded* 
But thefe States, for feveral years fubfequent to their inde^ 
pendence, were governed iir all commercial matters byfcpa- 
rate and diftinft legiflatures, which were independent of each 
other, and had diflFerent interefts to purfue : — ^For fo long it 
was thought wife by the government of this countryto fuf- 
pend theconfideration of a complete commercial arrangement 
between the faid States and your Majeft/s dominions, and tx> 
make only provifional regulations. — ^For this purpofe, the 
Britifli legiflature, in each feffion fince the year 1783, has , 
veftcd in your Majefty, with the advice of your privy council, 
powers fufficient for making fuch provifional regulations : 
but as a new conftitution has of late been formed for the 
general government of the United States, to which all the 
thirteen States have now acceded j and as the fundamental 
articles of this conftitution have vefted in a prefident, in a 
senate, and a houfe of reprefentatives, the powers requifite 
for regulating the commercial concern of all thefe States, 
which are in this refped: now to be confidered as one body 
politic, it is certainly become neceflary* to determine, by 
v4iat principles the commerce between the faid States, and 
the different parts of your Majefty's dominions, ihould in 
future be regulated. 

T'he committee think it right to begin by laying before 
your Majefty a fhort ftate of the meafures purfued by the 
^ government of this country, from the conclufion of the late 
war in 1783 to the prefent time, for the purpofe of regulating, 
the commerce carried on by the fubjeds of the United States 
with your Majefty's dominions ; and, vice ver/d, of the mea- 
fures purfu<^d by the legiila(;uresi of the faid States, from the 
year 1783 to the opening df die firft feffion of the prefent 
congrefs, for the purpofe of regulating the commerce carried 
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«i In their dominions by dije fnbjeas of jMt Majefty.— The 
committee ^U next endeavour to fliew the effeds which the 
indq)endence of the United ^mesy as well as the meafures 
before mentioned, have hitherto produced on the commerce 
and navigi^n of your Mafefty's dominione. 

CONDUCT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

Tour Maje(ty^ by your orders in council, .lias be^i? pleaftjl 
tst make the following regulations ; 

Firjl — ^That any gobdsi the importation of which into this 
kingdom is not prohibited by law, being the growth or pro- 
4u&ion of ^ny of the territories pf the Umted States of Ame- 
ricaj may be iifi^ported dire^ly.from thence into any of the 
ports pf this kingdoip) not only in Britifli (hips> owned by 
your Majefty's fubje^^ and navigated according to lawj but 
alfo in (hips built in th^ countries belonging to the United 
States of America, and owned by the fubje<^s of the .fai4 
StateS| and whereof the mafter and three-fourths of the mari<» 
pers, at leaft> are fubjc&s of the United States? 

OBSERVATION. 

The pcrmiiBon thus given for importing the before men* 
tioned articles into Qreat Britain from the countries in Ame- 
rica belonging to the United States, in any other fhips than 
diofe which are built in your Majefty's dominions, owned by 
your Majefty's fubjefts, and navigated according to law, is 
diredly contrary to the provifions in an ancient ftatute of this 
kingdom ; which had never, till on this occafion, been dif- 
penfed with, in favour of any foreign nation, or the colony 
of any fuch nation in America : for by the 12th Cha. t. ch* 
iZ.fiSi. 3. ♦^ No goods or commodities whatfoever of tl^e 
^^ growth, production, or nianufiaAi^Ke of any part of America^ 
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^^mnitms m ^^y^otber <b%> or vofel^ tkmi fitch vr ifa tau^ 
J^ fcilwr^ ^ j^oMf Maj^4 fidgiOsii aa4 are mti^alfid ac- 
^.^jording 10 isvw in the miii»9f9r tbemn klelcribed) mder tbb 
'< penalty of forCtttbig all fiidi good^ and tlie A^ oc ^Ufa^ 
^* in which they are brought. -'^-By the foregoing reguladoiit 
made in favour of the commerce of the Unitc;d States, your 
Majefty has put the faid commerce, as far as relates to the 
iMpsin wkidk aay merebajndhE« ofdie gf^m^orprodu^ion 
of the faid States may b^ impotfte^ upOQ tfre ^attie footing ^ 
nrhich ^he ccm^merce of every in4epeQ4ent Europ^n oationj^ 
canried on witl^ this cojuntry, is now aJUowed to ftandv 

teeondlj — ^^bur Majefty, by the fcod orders in cowicil, has 
l«en pleafed to permit, that any ^oods, being unraafnufadured 
l[eicept fi'fli-'Oil, blubber, whale-fins, and fpermaceti,) and aH^ 
iwy pig-hroB, bar-iron, pitch, tar, turpent$i^, refin, pot-aAi» 
pcaifl-afli, indigo, mafts, prd8,andbowfprit8, being the growA 
t)r produflion of any of the territories of the United Staftei of 
America, may *be imported direftly from thence into any ctf 
^e ports of this kingdom, upon payinent of the 'feme duties, 
as the like forts of goods are or may be fubje£i to, if im- 
* ported from any Britiih iiland or plantation in America ; — 
and that fifli«oil, blubber, whale-fins, and fpermaceti, and 
alfo all other goods, not herein before enumerated or de- 
fcribed, being the growth, produftion, or manufadure df any 
of the territories of the faid States, may be imported from 
thence into the ports of fliis kingdom, upon payment of fuch 
duties of cuftoms and excife, as are payable on the like goods 
upon their importation into this kingdom from countries not* 
under the dominion of your Majefty, according to the tables 
marked A, D, and F, annexed to the Confolidation A<^ \ and 
in cafes where different duties are therein impofed upon the 
like, goods imported from different foreign countries, then 
upon payment of tlie lowcft of fuch duties. 
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OBSERVATION. 

Vwt Majeft]r by this reg^bfion hsLS tk^ng^tAt t#gnMt t^ 
^icommcrcc pf the United Sutc^f^ with i^fpcii to ^ertai^ 
anides aboye cmmpcMtd and detmh^ (being thofe in wKic|i 
the casf^merce of Ae (aid States is principally carried on)j the 
bme prefefence as is fpranted tq j^ commerce ^ the iflsndt 
and plantations in America, remaining under your Majefty's 
pinion : Apd, in maiqr:of^diefe9iiicle8| the commerce of 
the laid Sutes derives great benefit from the prrferenceythviM 
|;ivenj to the detriment of the cpmmerce of other foreign 
^on8> a$ will be i^en bjr the following table : 

I>iiti6f payable if IXitiei pa jaAle if 
-in^rted from the imported from other 
UMted States. Ibreiga couaorief • 







/. 4. d. 


L u 


d. 


Pofc-afli . 


. per cwt. 


free 


o t 


3 


Pearl.a(h . 


. per cwt. 


free 


O 2 


3 


Iron, bar . 


• p€?r ton 


free • 


2 l6 


% 


Pitch . . 


. per laft 


O II o 


O 12 


S 


Tar . 


. per laft 


O II ^ 


O 12 


4i 


Skins, beaver 


each 


O O I 


o o 


8i 


Tobacco . 


. per lb. 


o I 3 


o .3 


6 



It is proper to add, that all woods, the produce of dne 
countries belonging to the United States, except maifts, yards, 
and bowfprits, may be imported from thence duty fret; 
whereas the like woods imported from other foreign countries 
are fubjedl to various high duties, which produce a revenue 
of more than 250,000/. per annum to Great Britain. 

And, with refpedl.to all other artidles, cither of produce 
or manufadure, not fo enumerated or defcribed in the faid 
order, your Majelty has been pleafed to put the commerce of 
the United States upon the footing of the moft; favoured ^ 
lation, except fuch nations only widi ^hidi your Majefty 
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|ia$ made treaties of commerce, founded on tbe principles of 
reciproci^ and mutual advantage. 

ThirJfy-^Your Majeifty, by the faid orders in councll^'has 
allowed the goods and merchandize, being the growth, pro- 
4u^ion, or manufa^ure of the territories of the United States, 
though imported in fliips belonging to the fubjefts of dr^ 
faid States, to be exempted from the aliens-duty. 

OBSERVATION. 

The goods imported in (hips belonging to all other foreign 

nations are fubjefl to the aliens-duty ; and the government of 

this country has received frequent complaints from other fb- 

reign nations of the diftiniSiioQ thus made, to their prejudiccx 

. in favour of the commerce of the United States. 

Fourthly^-Y our Majefty, by the faid orders in council, did 
think fit to permit to be imported into the colonies or iflands 
belonging to your Majefty in America or the Weft Indies, in 
Britybjbips onlyy navigated according to law, all fuch articles 
of the growth, produ£tion, or manufafture of any of tlie ter- 
jritories of the faid United States (except falted ptovifions, 
and the produce of their fifheries), as might by law before 
the declaration of independence have been imported from the 
countries belonging to the (aid States into any of the f^d 
colonies or iflands; but your Majefty, at the fame time, 
thought fit to prohibit any commercial intercourfe between 
the coimtries belonging to the United States of America, 
and the colonies or iflands belonging to your Majefty in 
America or the Weft Indies, in fliips belonging to the fubjefl^ 
of the faid United States. 

OBSERVATION, 

This laft regulation, firft eftabliflied by order in council^ 
has fince been adopted and confirmed by aft of parliament y 
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^amdy though the people of the Unitedittates complain of this 
r^ulation more than of any other, it is not newy but is founded 
on the ancient law of this country, *^ which forbids any goods 
*< to be imported into, or exported from, any of .the. colonies 
^* belonging to your Majefty in Afia, Africa, or America, 
*^ ex(:ept in fliips belonging to your Majefty's fubjeSs, and 
^* navigated according to.law:"— It is founded alfo on a 
principle of public law approved and adopted by all European 
nations, who have ever claimed a right of reftraintng the 
trade and navigation of their colonies, in fuch manner as, in 
their judgment, will be molt conducive to their refpe&ive 
interefl;s.-^It might be proved, if it were neceflary, that the 
policy of Great Britain, in this refjped, is much more liberal 
than that of France or Spain. 

CONDUCT OF THE UNITED STATES- 

The committee will proceed, in the next place, to lay be- 
fore your Majefty a fhort abftra£l: of the laws afFe£ling the 
commerce of your Majefty's fubjefts, paffed by the feveral 
iegiflatures of the faid States, between the year 1783, and 
the firft Teffion of the prefent congrefs. 

The merchants and Ihip-owners, concerned in the trade 
to America, have repeatedly laid before your Majefty's minip. 
fters an account of the loffes to which their property and 
conun^ce have been expofed by laws of this defcription, 

PROHIBITIONS. 

By laws, made in the provinces of New Hamp(hire, MafTat 
chufett's Bay, and Rhode Ifland, yeflels owned, in whole or 
in part, by the fubje£ts of Great Britain, wer^ prohibited 
£rom taking on board in thofe provinces^, any gQods or mer< 
chandize of the growth or manufa£):ure of thofe States, or of 
any other of the United States ; and fuch veflels, fo loaded, 
ircre^ together with their cargoes, made fubjcCt to fcizurc and 
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lxmd^miiatioii.«^TfaeIe^ator^of P^mifylt:mia^ fit t($ 

iavetl cofigrefff with a powei^ tot fifteen years to ptDhibit the 
unportatioit or exportation of dl merchandize in yeflels be- 
longing tO| or navigated by, die fabjeSb df any nation with 
^ whom congre6 ibaS not hare formed treaties of commerce^ 
provided congrefs have the confent of iiine ftates to carry • 
liich aft into etectrtion* This law, as well as all odiers of 
the £mie defcription, pointed in terms againft the commerce 
ef every mrdon with #hich congtefs had not fotmed trea- 
ties of commerce^ had prindpaUy, if not folely, in ' tiew thef 
eommeree and navigatbn of Great Britain.'^^By hulrs madd 
ki Mafladi«£bttV Bay and Rhode Ifland, eongrels was- im^ 
^ powered to prohibit the impottation of Britifh Weft fhdisi 
( produce in Bjritiih veflels^ whenever dil the ftates composing 
the union ihould have vefted congress with a fimiliar 
power: 



Tonnage dktieSy grOif^ a ffeference t^ th fiipi rftht Vnifed 
States, and ofsther fugtims, 9ver th(fe ofGredt Brrtahr. 

By a law made in Pennfyltania, a dtrty of 4/. 6rf. per toil 
fof etery voyage Iras impofed on die veficb of every nariotif 
tridi which eorigrefs had not made treaties of conrtnerce,— • 
By a law made i« Maryland, a dfoty of if. per ton was iiti-' 
pofcd on all foreign flupping, except Britifh; arid a duty of 
5/. per toil on Britifh ihipprag.— By a law paffed in Vir- 
ginia, in 1788, a duty of 6s. per ton vtras impofed on Bridfb 
vefleh, and 3^. per ton on alt odicf foreign vcflreb.-=— By a la^ 
made m North Carolina^ a duty of p. per ton was impdeJt 
tm 9rifilb velbls $ astd a deity of tx. per ton os att othar 
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Duiies on import, giving a preference to thejhips of the United 
States, and of other nations, over thofe of Great Britaih. 

By laws pafled ih the provinces of New tiampfhire^ Maf- 
fachufetfs Bay, and Rhode Ifland, in 1785, a duty of d^. 
Currency, being equal to 4^d, fterling, was impofed oti every 
bufhel df fait imported in fhipS o^ned, in whole 6r In part, 
by Britilh fubjedls ; and by laws pafTed in the provinces of 
New York and Maryland, the catgoes of Britifli fliips are^ 
iti every cafe, to pay dduble the duties impofed on thofe o^ 
other nations.^ — By a law of Virginia a tariff was eftablifhed, 
to commence in Mardh, tjSS, by which an additional duty 
Was impofed on all merchandize imported in Britifh ihi]ps« 



Duties on import, giving a preference to the produde and manu* 
faciures of other nations over thofe of Great Britain. 

By laws made iii the jirovinces of New Hampfhire, Maf- 
fachufett's Bay, and Rhode Iflaind, a duty of 6j. fterling pet 
Htindred Wfeight is laid on cordage of Britifli maiiufafture,' 
and only half that duty if it be of the manufafture of any 
other foreign nation.-*— -By a law paflTed in the province of 
Maryland, a duty of ^s. per cwt. was impofed on brown and^ 
clayed fugafs imported from the Britifli Weft India iflands ; 
aVida'dutyof \s.6d. per cwt. on the like articles imported 
from the plantations of France, Spain, Holland, Denmark, and 
Sweden; aild a duty of irf. pet lb. on refined fugar imported 
^om Gre^t Britain ; and a duty of \4. per lb. on the like 
article imported from the dominions of France, Spain, Hol- 
land, Denmark, and Sweden. — By a law pafled in South 
Carolina, in ,17 $4, higher duties were impofed on tlje pro- 
duce of the Britiflpi Weft India iflands thau were payable on 

I 
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the like produce of the Weft India iflands of other foreigo 
nations ; and in Georgia fimilgr ads were pafled for the fame 
purpofes. The committee believe that the laws before men- 
tioned are by no means all that have been pafled for the pur* 
pofesf before dated. The regulations made In thefe refpe&s by 
the H:giil^tures of the feveral dates are fo yarious^ that it la 
l^ardly pof&ble to obtain a complete account of them. Thc^ 
merchants of Glafgow eftimate the tonnage duty * ^npofed 
i|^ the period above mentioned on $riti{h (hipping through all 
the United States, to have been on an average 2/. yi. more per 
ton than on American ihipsi and that this charge on a fhip q( 
200 tons amounts to 22/. loj. for. each voyage;, and they 
^imate the duty, impofed during the fame period, on goods 
imported in Britifli fliips through all the United States, U> be 
upon an average 2 per cent, more than on the like goods im- 
ported in American fhips, and that this charge on a cargo of 
the value of 2000/. amounts to 40/. 

The laws hitherto enumerated, particularly thofe that gave 
a preference to the merchandize and fliips of other nations 
over thofe of Great Britain, were certainly unfriendly j and 
your Majefty's fubjcdia have a right to complain of them : 
but there is another deCpription of laws pailbd, during the. 
td^c period, by the legiflatures of many of thefe dates, for 
the exprefs purpofe of preventing or podponing the recoyerj 
of ju^t debts, ^nd of obligii\g creditor^ to take^ as a leg^l 
tender in payment of them, depreciated p^per, or ot^icr pro- 
pierty,. inftead of cai^: fuch Kws muft be con^dered ^s, 
dedru(Siiye of all mercantile confidi^nce and credit, a^4 ajt 
contrary to. every pri^iplp of honoi^f and judicc. 

• The committee have thought it right to rdy in thcCe refpe<fts very macb on 
the ca]£ul4ti0O^ made by' the merchai\ra( o^ G^^isP^x wl^o, front the trade t^y 
cany ofi^ axfi c^rtav^lyr competent to judge of the accuracy of fucfa ca^latjons^ 
They ^^ppear alfq t9 h^ve paid great atteniion to the ^ue(lions referred to them.—*. 
The merchants of this city have difTered upon many poIntS| and ^ave made fej^a- 
rate reports ; tiut tbey^ appeatto ap-cc nearly iti their calculations. 
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A ptttonce was talen to joftify thefe laws hj aUedging ' 
that the debts to which they relate were contracted befort 
die late war, zxid might, therefore, be confidered as cancelleA 
by it.— Nothing can be more unjuft thail to fuppofe fliat thfe 
condud of any fovereign (in whatever light it may hb 
viewed) can cancel mereantiie centrals, or other privatfe 
and perfonal obligations, by which the fol^eds of ohe cottn- 
iry may have previoufly bound themfelved to Ae fubjeds of 
anodier country, thongh hoftiltties betw^n the tw6 c6mi- 
tries may hapjp^ afterwards, from atly caufe, to enfu^. Bixt 
cren this {nretenee was removed by the 4th and gth ariicies c( 
the late definitive treaty of peace between your Majefly and 
the United States : for by the 4th article it was ftipnlated^ 
** Hiat creditors on either fide fliould meet- with no law- 
'* fill impediment to tfi* recovery of thcfuH valne in fterfitij^ 
" money (rf all bonifide debts heretbfore contrafted ?* and 
by d« ^th artule it was ftipulated, " That congrrfs fhaH 
** eartieftly rec<Htm^nd tb die feveral ftates a'rcconfidcration 
" amd revifioii of all atis and laws regarding the premifeaf, 
" fo as to render them p^rfedly confiftent, not only With 
" juftice and equity, but with that fpirit of conciliation 
" which, on the return of the blefEngs of peade, fhouhi 
"univerfally prevail/'— The Icgiflatttre of Great Britain 
has zSttd in full conformity to thefe juft and honourable 
prhiciplesr'the perfons and property of American ftibje£U 
have unintertruptedly enjoyed, in every part of your Majefty*i 
dominions, the fame protedion as the fubjefls of youi^ 
Majefty; and no diftbidion has ever been ma^e in this 
refpcft, either by the Britifli legiflature, or by your Majefty'^ 
Cdutts of juftice, to the difadvahtage of the fubjeSsof the 
United States. 

A f)articuliar account of the laws before defcribed, pafled 
hf the legiflatures of many of the ftates of North America, 
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lias/ from time to 'time, been laid before your '^jeRy's 
minifters by fuch of your fubjefts as have feverely fufFered 
by thefe unjuft tranfadiona: — It is fufficient, therefore, at 
.pre£^ot to obferve to your Majefty, that in many of the ftates 
Jaws have been paffed enad^ing, that in fome cafes debts fliould 
■be paid pi^y by inftallmcnts> poftponing the lail of thefe in- 
Aliments to a very diftant period ;-^that in other cafes no 
fuits ihould be permitted to be inftituted for a debt contra£kcd 
J)y,?ijciti^en of ^e United States till a diftant period ;— that 
in pther piafcs no executipi) (hould be levied till after the ex* 
^ration of a certain number of years : and thefe rules have» 
jtn fome inftaaces, been applied not only to debts contrafted 
pcfpre^ the war, pr during its continuance^ but even to debts 
5:ontraded fince the peace. Laws have alio been pafled in 
fome oftheiftate^ making a depreciated paper-currency 'legal 
pcx^ctyzni even a^thorifing debtors to tender land at a certain 
Taiuation in (atisfa^kiot} of their debts ;; and yet it has been 
^Id by the courts of juftice in fome of the ftates that £iritifh 
jQibje£ls are alien?, and, as fuch, not capable of holding lands i 
fb that the land, thus affigned to a.Britifh creditor in pay* 
fnent of his de^)t, by this rule of law reverted to the ftate, as 
forfeited by the ahepage of the pofleflbr.— To delay the 
fegovery of debts it was enadled by ' a law in one of thefe 
ftates, that no fuit ihould be commenced till the creditor had 
made application^ in writing, h^m . himfejf tb his debtor for 
payment. — -In another of thefe ftates the governor made an 
order (which for a ftiprt time fubfifted), compelling all 
Britifh fuBjeds ^nd faflors, w^o had arrived there for the 
purpofe of gpUe^ing and recovering the debts belonging t6 
their employers, forthwith to depart the territories, of thafr 
ftate. 

. In almoft all thefe ftates, laws have pafled precluding 
JJritifli creditors frpm cl^im^ng interest, which had accrued 
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inring the contiQaance of d\e war, on any debts then imiog 
to them. — In one of the ftates all demands of inteitft wot 
ideclared unlawful till after the firftof May, 1786: 

As late as the month of July, 1787, it was laid down bf 
ihe chief juftice of Pennfylvania, in his diredbn to a jiny^ 
that the laws of particular ftates were fuffident to fet afide 
the ufage which had hitherto prevailed b^ween BritiSi and 
American traders, as far as related to the payment of intereft 
that had ^crued during the continuance of A^ wir z and 
when one of the jurors afked htm, whetlier the kd:e treaty^ 
peace.ought not to have foraeJnfiuence on the queition^ the 
chief juftice anfwered, that the treaty of peace only fecored 
the mutual recovery of debts, when the amount was afcejF- 
tained; but that the amount of the debt was to be afoer* 
tained by the law of the land : the jury in thi& cafe acoorA- 
inglydedtt£ifcKl. intereft for fix years and a half. Juries have 
in other cafes deduced eight years intereft and a h^lf. 

It is but juftice, however, to the l^te congrefs to obft^rft^ 
that af: the fame time that they publifhed an ac^untof Uie 
ratification of the late treaty of peace, they came to a reCofai- 
tion to recommend to the feveral ftates to conform to every 
part of the fifth article before mentioned ; and by a letter 
written by the faid congrefs in April 1787, addrefled to the 
governors of the feveral ftates, they ackiiowledged with re- 
gret that in fome of the ftates too little attention had be^ 
paid to the public faith pledged by the late treaty of peace. 
They obferyed, that not pnly the, obvious didlates of religion^ 
morality, and national honour, but alfo the firft principles of 
good policy demand a pun£tual compliance with engagements 
conftitutionaUy made;— t-that the legiflatures of individual 
ftates have no right to accept fome articles of a treaty and reje£t 
Qthers, or to decide in what fenfe the citizens and courts of 
juftice of fuch ftate fliall underftand or interpret any parti* 
(ular ftipulation j— -that if apy doi^bf ihou^d arife concemin|^ 
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die meimitig of any fuch article^ die foverdlgiis <mij^ who are 
jpftities to the treaty, have a power, by mutual confent, to in- 
terpret and explain it ;— that a conjh-ary conduct would fcrve 
only to inttodtice confufioti at home, and to raife new disputed 
with thofe nation^ with whom treaties have been ^formed, 
which might probably terminate in .open boftilities j they 
then refblted'in fubftance as follows : 

ifif That treaties, confUu^tionally made^ ktt a part of the 
Iftwof the knd, and are not only independent of the will and 
power of particular legiflatores, but alfo binding and obli^ 
gatory upon them. 

Ttdfy^ Thatt all ads, or parts of ads, which are now extft* 
i*g in any of the ftates, repugnant to the treaty of peate, oifglit 
to be €[^rthwi^ repealed ; as well to prevent their conikid* 
ing to be executed in viola^tion of that treaty, as to atoid the 
Afyf^reeMe ncceffity there might otberwife be, of raifing 
Md dif«ttffing ^eftions toachkig thdr validity and obli- 
gatioflf* 

^dlji That if be recommended to the feveral ftates to re* 
fMsil all afts repugnant to the treaty of peaee between the 
U^eed States and his Britannic Majefty, and to declare that 
A^ courts of law and equity, in all cafes and queftidns atif-^ 
ifig from 6t touching the faid treaty, (hall decide and adjudge 
aec6rding to the true intent and meaning of the fame. 

Newe of the foregoing recommendations, made by the 
fate corigressji Wert ever fully complied with by any of the 
individual ftates to whom they were addreflbd. The af- 
fembJy of Virginia p^ifftd ait ad which had the appearance 
of eonfbtming to the laft of thefe tecommendttions, but d^ 
nexcd conditions which rendeitd their coiiipltaajic^ of noefied. 
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The committee will now proceed to (how the efifefta which 
the iqd^pcndence of the United States, as well ,aS| the Ii^s 
and proceedings \}eloxt ft^ted^haye hitherto produced, oQ.th^ 
commerce and navigation of your Majefty's dominions^ 

la order to (how the effe^is fo produced pn the commerce 
and navigation of your Majefty's dominions, the Lords of the " 
committee will infert in this place the beft account they have 
been able to pvocure of the date of the commerce carried on - 
with the couatTie& now belonging to the United States of 
America, and with your Majefty^s remaining colonlet in 
Americs^ and with your Majefty*s iflands in the Weft Indies 4 
and alfo of the number an4 tonnage of the veflell employeil' 
tkereio, for fix years preceding the laft war, and for fix years 
fince. The trade carried on with the countries now belong- 
ing to the United States was, before the war, and is ftill, fo 
conneded with the trade carried on to the remaining Britifli ^ 
colonies in America and the Britifli iilands in the Weft In- 
dies, that it is impoflible to form a true judgment ofthe paft 
and prefent extent of the firft of thefe trades, and the changes 
that have happened in it, without taking a comprehenfive , 
view of all thefe trades, as they are conne^ied with, and in- 
fluence each other. 

The committee will ftate •, ^/V/?, the value of the export$^ 
from Great Britain to thefe feveral countries > and ^cand/y, 
the Value of the imports into Great Britain from thefe feveral 
countries. 



Comfarifon of the exports from Crept Britain to the countries 
belonging to t^e United States of America^ before and fince tb^ 
V^ar, , 

Vdihie of idle Britifli mfmufadures yearly^ ex- 
ported tQ the countries belonging to the United 
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Stated Upon m average of fix years before the 

War, ending with 1774 *• - 2,2i<f,97© 

DittOt of fix years fince the war, ending with 

1789 - - - «,ii9>837 

Annual decreafc finoe the war • - ;C97»^3> 

Valoe of the other articles yeariy exported to 
thefe States from Great Britain, upon an aye- 
xa^e of fix years before the war, ending 
with 1774 - - - - 5i5f06d 

Dit^ of fix years fince the war, ending in 

1789 - • . . * 213,806 



Annual decreafe fince the war - « ;C3<>')2^^ 

Total annual decreafe fince the war of Britifh 
Inanufa^iures and other articles exported from 
Great Britain to the countries belonging to 
the United States " " " £i9^9393 



Con^rlfon of the exports from Great Britain to the remaining 
Britijb colonies in North America^ before andftnc^ the war* 

Value of Britifh manufa£tures yearly exported 
to the remaining Britifh colonies in North 
America, on an average of fix years before 
the war, ending with 1774 - - 3x6,916 

Ditto, on an average of fix years fince the war, 
ending with 1789 - - - 603,92?^ 

Annual increafi^ fince the war • ' ^ iC^93^<^ 
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Value of the other articles yearly exported from 
Great Britain to thefe Britifh colonies, upon 
an average of fix years before the war, ending 
with 1774 . - - « • . 68|49S 

Ditto, on an average of fix years fince the war^ 
ending widi 1 789 . • . 22^9160 

Annual incrcafe fince the war • - £^ 56366s 



Total annual increafe, fince the war, of Britiih 
niacufa£iUres and other articles exported from 
Great Britain to the rcniaming Britifh colo- 
nies in North America - - ;C449>^77 



Comparijon of ihe eicports from Gnat Britain to the Bi-iH/B 
iflands in the Weft Indies ^ iefare md fince ihe war. ^ 

Value of Britifh manufactures yearly exported to 
the Britifh iflands in the Wefl Indies, on an 
average of fix years before the war, ending 
with 1774 ., . . . I,i8a,379 

Ditto, on an average of fix years fince the war^ 

ending with 1789 . * - - 1,297,275 



Annual increafe fince the war - - j^ii4,89tf 



Value of other articles yearly exported from 
Great Britain to the Britifh iflands in the 
Weft Indies, on an average of fixyears before 
the war, ending with 1774 - - 167,240 

K 
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Ditto^ on an average of fix years fince the war, 
ending with 1789 ... 167,145 



Annual decreafe fince the war - ^ £ 95 



Total annual increafe, fince the war, of Britifli 
inanufa£lures, and other articles^ exported 
from Great Britain to the Britiih illands in the 1 /v, ^ ^r 
Weft Indies - • - - ;fii4>8oi 



It appears from the foregoing comparifons, that though 
the value of the exports to the countries belonging to the 
United States has annually diminifhed fince the war to the 
amount of 398,393/. yet this diminution is more than com- 
penfated by the increafed value of the annual exports, fince 
the war, U the remaining Briti/b colonies in North America^ 
and to the Briti/b. jflands in the Weji Indies^ this increafe 
amounting upon an average to 564,478/. per ann.; fo that 
upon the whpje, the value of the exports from Great Britain 
to all the countries before mentioned has increafed^ upon an 
average of fix years fince the war, compared with the value 
hereof upon an average of fix years before the war, in the 
fum of 166,085/.: — It appears alfo, that the increafe has 
been wholly in Brittjb manufafiures, and that the decreafe 
has been in other articles, principally foreign merchandize 
fent from Great Britain } for the value of Britifli manufac* 
tures, fo exported, has annually increafed fince the war 
310,775/., and the value of other articles, principally foreign 
merchandize, has, during the fame period, annually decreafc4 
144,690/. 
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Cw^arifon of the imports into Great Britain from countries U^* 
longing to the United States of America^ before and fnce the 
nuar. • 

Value of merchandise imported yearly into 
Great Britain from the countries belonging to 
the United States^ upon an average of fix 
years before the war, ending with 1774 ij752>J42i 

Ditto, on an average of fix years Cnce the war, 
ending with 1789 - - - 908,636 

Annual decreafe fihce the war '- - £ 843,506 



Comparifon of the imports into Great Britainfrom the remaining 
Briti/b colonies in North America^ before andfince the nvar. 

Value of merchandize imported yearly into Great 
Britain from the remaining Britifh colonies in. 
North America, on an average of fix years 
before the war, ending with 1774 • 123,37a 

Ditto, on an average of fix years fince the war, 
ending with 1789 - - - 2^0,358 

Annual increafe fince the war * - " £ $^6,986 



Comparifon of the imports into Great Britain from the Britifh 
ijlands in the W^fl Indies y before andfince the war. 

Value of the merchandize imported yearly froni 
the Britifh illands in the Weft Indies, on an 
stverage of fix years before the war, ending 
with 1774 - • ^ - ' 3>a32,U9 
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Ditto, upon an average of fix year$ fince the 
irar, ending with 17^9 - - 3>903,i*5 

Annual increafe fince the war ^ 671,066 



It appears from the tkree eomp^rifoa* laft ftatej, that the 
decreafe in the value of the imports fince tb^ war, from the 
^untties belonging to i&t United States of Americai an- 
nually amounting to 843,506/.! has not hc^ wholly oompen- 
iated by the increafe of the value of the imports, durii^ the 
iame period, from the remaining Britiih colonies in North 
America, and from the Sritiih iflands in the Weft Indies> 
amounting together annually to 768,052/. but that on the 
whole there has been a decreafe in the annual value of the 
imports from all thefe countrieSf fince the war, of 7$)454/» 
The beforempntioned gr?at decreafe in ^ value of the im- 
ports from the countries belonging to the United, States of 
America, is nearly accounted for, by the dccreafed quantity • 
of tobacco and rice annually imported, fince the war, into 
Great Britain. 

The quantity of tobacco fo imported, has, upon lbs. 
an average of fix years annually, decrcafed 44,774,458 

Being in value - jCsB^iS^? ••6:0 

And the quantity of rice fo imported has, cwt. qrs. lb. 

in like manner, annually decreafed 2591^35 3 9 

Being in value - ;C^9^»S^^ • S • 4 

Total decreafe, fince the war, in the value of £. ' s* d. 

rice and tobacco annually imported, 779>5'4 : i • 4 

As long as Ae countries belonging to the United States 
were fubjefl to tholaws diat regulate the trade of Britifli 
cohmi^, the two commodities before mentioned could be 
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brought from tJiencc only to Great Britain : they may be now 
carried dircftly to any oAer country that has occafion for 
them, fonr-fifths of the whole quantity of tobacco and 
rice, imported before the war into Great Britain, were after^ 
wards re-exported for the confumption of other eonntrtea ; 
and the valtte of thele commodities, fo exported, was inchid- 
ed in the annual amount of the exports from Great Britain to 
aH countries : it was natural dierefore to exped, that by tht 
Jofs of this branch of commerce, the ftate of our exports in 
general might be greatly affefiked. During the three years iin* 
mefiatdy fubfequent to the war, the value of the annual ex- 
ports from Great Brkain to all countries was not quite fo great 
as it had been before the war ; but in the three years 1787, 
1788, and 1789, the value of the annual exports from Great 
Britain was much greater than it hod %een before the war j 
and the exports in theyear 1 7S9 ^eatly exceeded thofe of «ny 
former year. Since 1783, there has been from year to year 
a regular increafe of exports from Great Brkain ; and the 
value of the exports of 1769 exceeds the value of the exports 
of 1784 ;f 4,400,609: 10: I. 

It appears from the foregoing comparifons of exports and I 
imports, that, as the vakie of the exports to the countries 
now bclcmging to the United States has exceeded the value* t 
of die imports from thence fince the war in a much greater \ 
proportionthan before the war*, the balance of trade between 
Great Britain ^nd the faid countries, is now much more in , 
favoftr of Great Bntahi thaaa it was before the war^ ^ 

It is proper in this place to take notice, that all Ae fore-^ 
going comparifons relate folely to the trade of Great Britain ; 
and that they do not include the trade of Ireland with any of 
t!he countries before mentioned; and it is right to obferve, that 
both the exportsand imports of Ireland, to and from all the 
faid countries in America and the Weft Indies, have greatly • ^ 
increased flnce th^ war, as well in confequence of the indp- 
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^lendence of the Umted States, at of the permiflioB pven in 
1780 to the people of Ireland to tany on a dire£l trade in 
the fame manner as the people of Great Britain with the 
Britifh colonies in North America^ and the Britifh iflands 
in the Weft Indies. 

The committee will proceedi in the next place, to lay be- 
fimre your Majefty the beft account they have been able to 
procure of the number and tonnage of the Teflels employed 
in the different branches of commerce, refped^ively carried 
on b^ween Great Britain and the countries belonging to the 
United States of America, and the remaimng Britifh colonies 
in North America, and the Bridfli iflands in the Weft In- 
cUes. 
There are many difficulties in ftating this account : — 
P'*rfi — ^TTic account of the number of yeffeb employed in 
this commerce, was not kept with the fame accuracy before 
the war as it is at prefent ; and the account of their tonm^e, 
as kept before the war, is ftill le(s accurate. Before the paflt 
ing of the act. For the further encreafe amf encouragement of 
fbipping and navigation^ Britifh veffels were not funreyed with 
fttfi^cient accuracy ; and the account of their tonnage was 
takea from^o-better authority than the declaration of the 
* mafter : it was then alfo for the intereft of the mafter to di- 
minifli the number pf tons of which his veffel confifted ; as 
he was in confequence thereof charged with a fmaller fum 
for pilotage and light-houfe duties. It is fuppofed, that the 
amount of the tonnage of a fliip afcertained in thb manner 
was in general one-third lef$ than the veal tonnage. 

Secondly — As before the war the countries now under the 
government of the United States were Britifh colonics, th^ 
veiTels belonging them were confidered as Britifh veffels : in 
the account therefore of veffels employed in thefe feveral 
branches of commerce before the war, there wag no diftinc- 
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tion made between die veflels belonging to the people of tfae 
countries now under the dominion of tb^ United States^ and . 
fuch as belonged to the other parts of the Britiih dominions. 
All thefe veflels were equally confidered an Britifii fliips. 

thirdly — ^The committee have not been able to prooire 
accounts of the number of veflels, and their tonnage, em- 
ployed in this trade for the fix years befcnre die war, and 
the fix years fince the war, on which they have formed 
the averages of the exports and imports as before ftaied : 
the accounts which they have been able to procure, and' 
on which they have formed the following averages^ are 
of the years 1770, 1771, and 1772, before the war, and 
of 1787, 1788, and 1789, fince the war; and they have 
chofcn the three years laft mentioned, as thefe years are fub- 
fequent to the pafling of the aft. For thk further encreafe 
and encouragement of fhipping and navigation ; from which 
time the accounts of the number of veflels, and their ton- 
nage, have been kept with greater accuracy in every part of 
the Britiih dominions. 



Fejfels employed between Great Britain and the countries bikng^ 
ing to the United States. 

Number and tonnage of the veflels clearing 
outwards, and employed yearly in the trade 
between Great Britain and the countries 
now belonging to the United States of 
America, on an average of the years 1770, ships. twu. 
1771, and 1772, before the war, - 628 — 81,952 

Number of ditto fo employed, entering in- 
wrards, on a like average - - 699 — 91^540 
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Medium of the ^irerage-niiiEtb^, and todnage 

. Qf the Yefieb entering iawatds, and clear- mifM. Tons. 

iog oiiturajrds - - • 663 — 86,745 

Number and ton- 
nage of Britiih 

▼efiefe, and of 

Tefleit belonging 

«o die Uniced 

States, clearing 

Oiitward9, fo em>- 

ployed, on an a- 

rerage of the 

years 1787,1788, Britifh. American. Total. 

and 1789, fince ship,. ^ons. ships. Tons. Ships. Tons. 

the war, - 272-55,785 i57-25>725 429-81,510 

Number and ton- 
nage of ditto, cu- 
tting inwards, on 
a like average 251—49,405 169-27,403 410-76,808 

Medium of the a- 
vcralge - number, 
and tonnage, of 
Britifh and Ame- 
rican veffels fo 
employed, enter- 
ing inwards, and ^ 
clearing outwards 261—52,595 163-26,564 425— 79^159 

It apj>ea¥s from the foregoing averages, that the nuiai^er 
of veffcla cWiploycd in the dircft commercial intercourfe be- 
tween Great Brit»n and the countries now belonging to^ the 
Uni^ 81^8 of America, has decreafed fince tl^ war 2^8 ; 
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and that the quantity of tonnage has decreafed fince the war 
7i586 toni. The decreafe of the tonnage appears to be 
much lefs than the decreafe of the number of die (hips^ and 
the decreafe of the tonnage inwards is much greater than that 
of the tonnage outwards. The reafon that the quantity of 
the tonnage in general appears to be lefs decreafed than the 
number of (hips is : 

Firjl^ That larger {hips are now employed in this, as well 
as in every other braneh of commerce, than formerly. 

Secondly f The imperfcA manner of taking the account of 
the tonnage before the war, as before ftated, which waft 
then eftimated, for the reafons before mentioned, about one 
third lefs than it really was. 

The greater decreafe of the tonnage inward^, compared 
with that of the tonnage outwards, is to be imputed to the 
diminiihed importation of the bulky articles of rice and to^ 
bacco, as before ftated. 

It appears, by the foregoing account of the veflels employ-^ 
ed in this trade fince the war, that the number of Britiih 
vefiels, fo employed, exceeds the number of American vef- 
fels, fo employed, 98 fliipsj and the quantity of Britiih 
tonnage, fo employed, exceeds the quantity of American 
tonnage, fo employed, 26,031 tons. 

As there was ,no diftinftion before the war between (hips 
belonging to the inhabitants of the countries now under the 
dominion of the United States, and the other parts of the 
Britiih dominions, it is impoiSble to ftate, with certainty^ 
what was the proportion of eaph defcription of (hips thea 
ejnplAyed in Ais branch of commerce. 

.Thetefleky foe mployed, were then of three fcrts : 

Fnfi^^^^HBAA bekmging to merchants refident in the Bn« 
^"Surapeim tlefiitnions. 

L 
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Sicmdij — ^VeBels belonging to BritUh merchants, oecafion* 
ally refident in thofe colonie8> that now form the United 
Sutes. 

Thirdly — Veflels belonging to merchants, who were na- 
tives and permanent inhabitants of thofe colonies, that now 
form the United States. 

The following table wiU fticw the proportion of each 
defcription of veflels, clafled in the manner before mentioned, 
then employed in this branch of commerce, according to the 
beft information that can be obtained t 



Proportion of Proportion of Tes« Praportkmtf^vies- 
TesseU belong- tels belonging to sels betonging to 
iiTg to mer- British merchants merchants, who 
chants resi* occasionally resi- were natives and 
dent in the Bri- dent in those co- permanent inha- 
tish European Ionics that now bitants of those co- 
dominions, form the United lonies that now 
Sutes. form the United 
SUtes. 



NewEnglaiw! 


i.8th 


i-Sth 


6.8thc 


New York 


3-,8ths 


3-8ths 


2-8tfas 


Pennfylvania 


2-8th8 


3-8ths 


3.8th* 


Maryland and Virginia 


6-8ths 


i-8th 


i-8th 


North Carolina " 


5-8ths 


2-8ths 


i-8th 



S. Carolina and Georgia 5-8ths 2-8ths i-8th 

From the foregoing table it is evident, that the proportion 
of veflels, clafled under the beforcmentioned dcfcriptions, 
varied according to the different colonies, now forming the 
United States, with which the commerce of Great Britain 
was then carried on ; the quantity of fliipping fo employed 
which belonged, either to the inhabitants of Great Britain, or 
to Britifli merchants occafionally refident in the faid colonies, 
being much greater in the commercial intercourfe, dxen car* 
ried on with the fouthem colonies, than with the northerm 
colonies, particularly thofe of New £ngIand«-*But^ upon tbf 
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whole, there is reafon to believe, from calculations founded 
on the foregoing table, as well as from other information, 
that the proportion of tonnage, employed before the war in 
this branch of commerce, which belonged to the inhabitants 
of Great Britain, was about 4-8ths and an half*, and the 
proportion, which belonged to Britifh merchants, occafionally 
refident in the colonies now forming the United States, was 
about one-eighth and an half, making together nearly fix-* 
eighths of the whole ; and that Ae proportion of tonnage 
fo employed, which belonged to merchants, wh6 were then 
natives and permanent inhabitants of the colonies now form- 
ing the United States, was rather more than two eighths of 
tb whole. At prefent the proportbn of tonnage, employed 
in this branch of commerce, belonging to the merchants of 
Great Britain, is nearly fix-eighths of the whole } and the 
proportion of tonnage, belonging |o the m^chants of the 
United States, is rather more than two-eighths of the whole; 
fe diat, in this view of the fubjed, though the quantity of 
ihippmg, employed between Great Britain and the countries- 
now under the dominion of the United States, has fince the 
war decreafed on the whole in the degree before fUt^d, y^t, 
aUowing for this decreafe, the Jbare of the Jbipping which 
ielongs to the merchants of Great Britain has increafed in 
the proportion of one -eighth and an half } (the fliare of the 
ibipping, which before the war belonged to Britifli merchants, 
occafionally refident in the colonies now forming the United 
States, being transferred to merchants refident in Great 
Britain), and the (hare of the {hipping to employed, which 
i^^l^lgngs to merchants, fubje£ts of the Uiuted States, and 
permanent inhabitants thereof, is nearly the fame as it was 
Wore the war. 
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Viffih mployed kiwem Gnat Britain and the rmaimng BriSt/b 
colonies in North America. 

Number and tonnage of Britifli vcflels clear- 
ing outwards^ and employed yearly in the 
trade between Great Britain and the re- 
maining Britifh colonies in North America^ 
on an average of the years 1770, 177 if siiipt. x^ofc 

and 1772, before the war - - 250 — 9>S®* 

I It 

Number and tonnage of ditto^ fe employed^ en* 

tering inwards^ on a like average - 273—12,857 

•Medium of the average-number and tonnage 
of Britifli veffels entering inwards> and 
clearing outwards - - - 261— Iij2i9 

Number and tonnage of Britifli veflels, clear- 
ing outwards, employed in this trade, on 
an average of the years 1787, 1788, and 
1789, fince the war - - 486 — 61,858 

Number and tonnage of ditto fo employed, en- 
tering inwards, on a like average - 249—30,355^ 

Medium of the average-number and tonnage 
of Britifli veflels entering inwardss ^nd 
clearing outwards ^ _ *, - 367 — £fiyio6 

, " ' ■ ' '■* 

By the foregoing averages it appears^ that the number of 
vefiels employed between Great Britain and the rem;uning 
colonics in North America^ being all Britifli i|ii(>8j» ha« Vk^ 
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creafed fince the war in the proportion of about one luM^ 
being 106 veflels more than it was before the war; and the 
c^uantity of tonnage has increafed 341887 tons, bong in the 
proportion of about four times more than it was before the 

war. 



yejels employed between Great Britain and the Britifi i/lands m 
the Wejl Indies 

Number and tonnage of Britifh yeflels clear* 
ing outwardsi and employed yearly in the 
trade between Great Britain and the Britifh 
iflands in the Weft Indies, on an average of 
the years 1770, 1771, and 1772, before ^^g^^ ^om^ 
the war - - . ^ 4^0— 75»i4J 

Number and tonnage of ditto fp employed, en*^ 
tering inwards, on a like average • 563—85,821 

Medium of the average-number and tonnage 
of Britiih veflTds, entering inwards, and 
clearing outwards ^ «, t 49i<— ^0,482 



Number and tonnage of Britifh veflels clearing 
outwards, and employed yearly in the trade 
between Great Britain and the Britifh iflands 

. in the Weft Indies, on an average of the 
years 1787, 1788, and 17891 fince the 
war • ♦ * • 531—128,207 

t^umber and tonnage of ditto, fi> en>ployed| 
Wcring inwards, on a lifcp ayerag^ 588 — 139,265 
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If ediom of die average-number and tonnage 
of Britifli vcffcls, , entering inwards, and 
clearing outwards ... 5^9 — 133>73<^ 

By thefe laft averages it appears that the number of veflels 
employed between Great Britain and the Britifli iilands in 
the Weft Indies, being all Britifli fliips, is, fince the war, 
68 fliips more than before the war, and has therefore increaf* 
ed in the proportion of about one-icventh; and that the 
quantity of tonnage is,, fince the war, 53,254 tons more thaj\ 
it was before the war, and has therefore increafed in the pro- 
|KMrtion of mote than five-eighths. It is of importance alfo 
to obferve, that before the war a part of the ihips annually 
employed in bringing to Great Britain the produce of the 
Weft India iflands, was built in the countries now belon^ng 
to the United States of America. Thefe fliips were in 
general loaded in the northern ftates with lumber and prq- 
vifions, and configned to merchants in the Weft Indies^ 
where their cargoes "were fold, and being theri freighted with 
fugar and other Weft India produce, they proceeded to Greatj 
Britain, where they were fold at a rate confiderably under th^ 
price, for which veflcis of the fame dimenfion? could be built 
in Great Britain. TTieir number is fuppofed to have been 
about fifty annually ; and it is for this reafon that the num- 
ber of fliips entering inwa^s before the war appears, by the 
foregoing accounts, to have exceeded the number of ftilps 
clearing outwards, in a much greater proportion than it does 
at prefent. Since the war, the [hips employed in this branch 
•f cammirce are principally built in Great Britain \ and a& 
Aefe fliips, and the failors with which they are manned, have 
m more immediate connection with the mother country^ it is certain 
th^t they contribute in a much greater degree than the fliips 
i^hicl^ they have replaced, t<f increafe. the efficient ^rength ff^ 
^reat Britain q% a naval pawer^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 79 ) 

f'eff'Js employed betiveen the remaining Britifh coloniii in Kordf 
America^ and the countries belonging to the United StaUSk 

Number and tonnage of Britifii vcffcls clear- 
ing outwards^ and employed yearly in 
the trade between the remaining BritiOi 
colonies in North America, and the coun- 

■ tries which were then Britifh colonies^ 
but now form the United States of Ame- 
rica, on an average of the years 1770, ships. Tons, 
1771, and 1772, before the war - 250 — 9,582 

Number and tonnage of ditto, fo employed, 
entering inwards, on a like average - 276 — 12>857 

Medium of the average-number and tonnage 
' of Britifh veflels entering inwards and 
clearing outwards - - - 263 — lij^i? 

Number and tonnage of Britifh veflels clear- 
ing outwards, and employed yearly in the 
trade between the remaining Britifh co- 
lonies in North America, and the coun- 
tries belonging to the United States, on 
an average of the years 1787, 1788, and 
1789, fince the war - - - 208 — ij^jiSS 

Number and tonnage of ditto, fo employed, 
entering inwards, on a like average - 269—15,524 



Medium of the average-number and ton- 
nage of Britifh veflels entering inwards 
and clearing Qutwards • - 238 — 15,329 
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Irtie number of the Yeflels fo ftated Includes their repeated 
voyages ; and it appears that the number has decreafedf fince 
Ac war^ 25 Tcflels, or about one-tenth,: but the quantity of 
the tonnage has increafed 4)iio tons^ or about one-lhird. 
Theveflels employed before the war in this branch of trade 
might lawfully belong to the inhabitants of the countries 
now under the dominion of the United States ; it is certain 
they then owned much the greateft (hare of thefe veflels : 
but veflels fo employed can now belong only to the inhabit 
tants of the remaining colonies, or of fome other part of the 
Britiih dominions : a great pitrt of this branch affreight, may . 
be confidered, therefore, as a new acquifition, and was ob- 
tained by the wife policy which your Majefty thought pro^ 
per to adopt by your order in council of i8ch June, 1784. 



Feffils employed between the Briti/b ijlands in the Weft Indie f^ 
and the countries belonging to the United States* 

Number and tonnage of Britiih veflels 
clearing outwards»and employed yearly 
in the trade between the Britifh iilands 
in the Weil Indies, and the countries 
belongmg to the United States, on an 
average of the years 1770, 1771^ and ship^ too«. 
1772, before the war - - 2,172 — 103,540 

Number and tonnage of ditto, fo employ- 
ed, entering inwards, on a like ave- 
rage - - - - 2,297—1 1 1,93<> 

l^edium of Uie average-number and ton- 
nage of Britiih veiTek, entering in- 
wards, and clearing outwards - 2,234— 107,731^ 
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Number artct tonnage of BritMh veffefe 
ctearing outwards^ and employed yearly 
in the trade between the Britifii iflands 
In the Weft Indies, and the countries 
belonging to tiie United States, on an 
average of the years 1787^ 1788, and sh\^, tom. 

1789, fince th6 war - - - 510 — 57>9P4 

Number aild tonnage of ditto, fo employ- 
ed, entering inwards, on a like average - 579"^7>S73 

Medium of the average-number and ton- 
nage of Britifli veflels entering in- 
wards and clearing outwards - - 544—62,738 



The account of the number of veflels from whetice thefe 
averages are takfen, includes their repeated voyages. It has 
decreafed fince the v^ar 1690 (hips, or is three-fourths lefs 
than it was before the war. The quantity of ^pnnage has de- 
creafed 45,001 tons, or rather lefs than half what it was be- 
fore the war-: but five-eighths of thefe veflels, before the war, 
belonged to merchants, permanent inhabitants of the coun- 
iries now under the dominion of the United States ; and 
three-eighths to Britifli merchants refiding occafionally in the 
faid countries. At that time very few veflTels belonging to 
Britifli merchants, refident in the Britifli European dominions 
or in the Britifli iflands in the "Wefl: Indies, had a fliare in 
this trade. The vcfltls employed in this trade can now only 
belong to Britifli fubjefls refiding in the prcfent Britifli do-i 
minions. Afany vejfels now go from tie ports of Great 
Britain, carrying Britt/h manufa&ures to the United States^ 
then load with lumber and proviftons for the Briti/b iflands 
in the Weft Indies, and return, with the produce of thefe 

M 
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yiandsy U Great Britain. The veflels fo employed arc mueh 
larger than thofe in which this trade was formerly carried on, 
^ and for this reafon the tonnage employed in it has decreafed 
much lefs than the number of the vcffels. The whole of 
this branch of freight may alfo be confidered as a new ac- 
quifition, and was obtained by your Majefty*s order in coun- 
cil before mentioned, which has operated to the increaje of 
Briti/b navigation^ compared t<\ that of the United States, in 
a double ratio; but it has taken from the navigation of 
the United States more than it has added to that of Great 
Britain. 



Vejfels employed between the remaining Briti/h colonies in North 
America^ and the Britijb ijlands in the Weft Indies* 

Number and tonnage of Britifh veflels clear- 
, ing outwards, and employed yearly in the 
trade between the remaining Briti(h colo- 
nies in North America and the Britifli 
iflands in tlie Weft Indies, on an average of 
the years 1770, 1771, and 1772, before the g^p,. ^^ 
war - - - - - 15— 753 

Number and tonnage of ditto, fo employed^ 

entering inwards, on a like average 23 — 1,240 

- / 1 1 *i ■ ■ i-i III 

Medium of the average-number and ton- 
nage of Britifh vefTels entering inwards 

and clearing outwards . « « 19-^-^996 

— ■ 1 1 I III I »*» 

Number and tonnage of Britifli veilels clear- 
ing outwards, and employed yearly in the 
trade between the remaining Britifii co- 
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bnies in North America and the Britifh 
iilands in the Weft Indies, on an ave- 
rage of the years 1787, 1788, and 1789, shipt. tv^m. 
fincc the war - - - 142— *i 2,696 

Number and tonnage of ditto, fo employed, 
entering inwards, on a like average - 17 1^^16,33 1 

Medium of the average-number and tonnage 
of Britifli veflels, entering inwards^ and 
clearing outwards - - - 156—14,513 



The account of the number of veflels, from whence thefe 
averages are taken, includes their repeated voyages. The 
number of veflels fo employed has increafcd fince the war 
137 Ihips, being feven times more than it was before th^ 
war: and the quantity of tonnage has increafcd 13,517 
tons, being 'thirteen times more than it was before the 
war. Many of thefe veflTels before the war belonged to the 
inhabitants of the countries which were then Britifli colonies, 
but are now under the dominion of the United States : they 
an now only belong to Britiih fubjefts refident in fopic 
part of your Majefty's prefent dominions^: a part of thefe 
Teflels, therefore, may be confidered as a new acquifition in , 
confequence of the order in council before mentioned. 

The great increafe of thefe veflels is to be imputed to the 
improvement of thefe remaining colonies, in confequence of 
the great number of refugees who have refort^d thither : it 
is to be imputed alfo to the more frequent intercourfe that 
fubfifts at prefent between thefe colonies and the Britifli 
iflands in the Weft Indies, and to the great number of 
fliips belonging to thefe colonies, or to fome other part of 
70UT Majeft/s prefent dominions> which ^0 ixooL New« 
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foundland to the Britifli ifknds in the Weft Indies with fifli, 
a branch of freight which was almoft wholly engro^d be- 
fore the war by merchants who were permanent inhabitants 
of the countries then Britifh colonies, but which are now 
under the dominion of the United States, and from which 
branch of freight the fubjeds of thefe. ftates are at prefent 
entirely excluded. 

As tj^c refult of the foregoing dedu£tion, the committee^ 
|iave thought fit to caufe the following table to be prepared; 
allowance is therein . made for the repeated voyages which 
the yeffek employed in thefe different branches of trade are 
fuppofed to make in each year; and the number and tonnage 
of the veffels is reduced in due proportion. This table will 
(how your majefty, at one view, the increafe and decreafe of 
yeflelsand tonnage employed in thefe various branches of 
navigation, and haw far the balance on the whole is at pre* 
fent in favour of Great Britain. 
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Vessels 



261 

367 
559 
158 

181 

5» 



1,578 



Tons 



52,595 

46,106 

133.736 

10,2x9 

20,912 

4,837 



Vesseb 



163 



468,405 



163 
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16,564 
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The committee think it will throw further light on this fub- 
]tSt if they lay before your Majefty an account of the veflels 
that were built in the ports of thp countries now forming the 
United States in the year 1772^ compared with the number 
of YeiTels that were building in the ports of the faid States in 
the year 1789. This comparifon will prove to your Majefty 
how greatly the trade of (hip-building has declined in thefe 
countries fince they were no longer a part of your Majefty's 
dominions, and confequently how yery much the number of 
piips belonging to them muft have decreafed. 

Jn Account of the Number of Ships and Brigs built in the 
Ports of the United States in the Tear 1 772, compared 
with the like Vejfels building in the faid States in 1789*, 



STATES. 






1772. 


1789- 






Vcffcls. 


Tons 


Veffels. Tuns. 


New Hampfliire 


- 


— 





6 — 


Maffachufets 


• 


— 


•^ 


5 — 


Rhode Ifland 


. 


_« 


..... 




Connecticut 


^rovin. 


— 


— 


— — 


TotaloftheNewEng.I 


123 


18,149 


II 


New York 


- 


15 


1,646 


— . — 


New Jerfcy 


- 


I 


80 


I 200 


Pennfylvania r 


• 


18 


2,89.7 


14 2,966 


Maryland - - - 


- 


8 


1,626 


5 1,200 


Virginia - - - 


- 


7 


933 




North Carolina - 


. 


- 3 


^53 


. ^^^- ^.^ 


South Carolina - 


. 


2 


J213 


— — z 


pcorgia - - - 


'OTAL 


S 
182 


753 


— — 


T 


31 



^ In the account of fliips and brigs built in the ports of the United States in 
the year 1772, which has heen laid before the committee, there is no fpecificaiion 
of the numbers built in each of the New England provinces, but a total only of the. 
number and tonnage of ve^Is built in all thefe provinces : and Mr. Bond, cenful 
ttPbiladelphia; who fent the account of the yeflels building in 1789, has not given 
the tonnage of the eleven veffels then building in the provinces of New Hamp- 
flure and Maflachufet's Bay : fctbat it is not pol&ble to make a comparifon of the 
^oantity of tonnage of wh|ch the veffch in the foregoing table conMt. 
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The committee have received from Mr. Bond, ydur Ma^ 
jefty*s coiiful at Philadelphia, very accurate accounts of the 
number of veffels and quantity of tgnnage, employed in the 
trade to and from the port of Philadelphia, wfierc he refides^ 
in the years 1773, I774>and 1775, diftingiufhing the vef- 
fels and tonnage belonging to the inhabitants of Great Bri- 
tain — thofe belonging to the inhabitants of Philadelphia — 
and thofe belonging to the inhabitants of the United States, 
inchiding Philadelphia ^ and alfo a Kke account of the num- 
ber of veffels and quantity of tonnage fo employed in the 
years 1788 and 1789, diftinguifliing the veffels and tonnage 
Ijelonging to the inhabitants of the prefent Britifh domi- 
nions, and thofe belonging to the fubjefts of the United 
States. — As thefe accounts throw further light on this im- 
portant fubjedi, the committee will infert them in the Ap-r 
pendix.* 

It appears by the firft of thefe accounts, that the tonnage 
of the veflels belonging to the inhabitants of Great Britainj^ 
clearing out from the port of Philadelphia in the years 1773, 
1774, and 1775? was not equal to one-fourth part of thetoa- 
©agc of the veffels fo clearing out, and belonging only to the- 
inhalntants of Philadelphia ; and that it was equal only to 
two-elevenths of the tonnage of the veffels belonging to the 
inhabitants of the countries now forming the United States^ 
Hieluding Philadelphia. 

It appears by tke fecond of thefe accounts, that th^ to»- 
nage of the veflels belonging tP, t^ initabitant^ ^f ^c pre- 
fcttt British dominions, clearing out from the/port of Phila- 
delphia in the years 1788 and 1789, amounted to within one- 
iith of the tonnage of all the veffels belonging to the inha- 
bitants of tjie United States, including Philadelphia, which 
deared out from tlie fame port in the fame years :— and Mr* 

• See xhzk accounti ki the Appendix, (B)* 
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Bond alledgesy that the tonnage of the veflels belonging to 
the inhabitants of the prefent Britifh dominions, now em- 
ployed in the port of Philadelphia, in that branch of tradd 
which Is called the over-fea trade, is full four-fifths of the 
tonnage of all the veflcls fo employed. 

To complete the foregoing accounts, the committee thought 
it right to enquire what (hare the (hips of other European 
nations, befides Great Britain, have obtained in the com- 
merce carried on with the United States of America4*^It is 
Weil known, that the exped:ation which thefe nations enter- 
tained of acquiring a confid^rable (hare in tliis branch of 
trade, in cafe the Britifh colonies, which now form the Unit- 
ed States, could eftablifh their Independence, operated as a 
llrong motive to induce many of them to be adverfe to the 
caUfe of Great Britain during the late war ; and inclined 
fome of them, by degrees, to take a part in the conteft. 

The following account is the beft that the committee have 
been able to procure of the veflels belonging to othet Eu- 
ropean nations, befides Great Britain, which entered the prin^ 
cipal ports of the United States in the following years : 

NEW YORK. 



Brigan. Schoo- ^ _ nage, according 

tines, ners. Sloops, to the Amfcn. 

can admenttre- 



1789. 








ment. 


Portuguefe 


- - 3 


4 


i 


1,38a 


Spanifli - 


- - 3 


3 


1 


4 i^S^o 


Dutch . 


a 


I 





960 


French 


- - I 


5 





1,000 


Swedes x- 





2 





4Qb 



Total 



IS 



5>32Q 
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PHILAPELPHIA. 



1788. 

French - 
Dutch 


• 


. 


'ships. 

1 



Brigan- 
tiaes. 

4 
4 


Schoo- 
ncrs. 

I 

4 


Sloops 


2 


Suppofed ton- 
nage, accoriUng 
to the Ameri* 
canadmeafure- 
ment. 

692 . 
1,022 


Spanifli - 
Portugucfe 
Swcdilh - 


- 


-_ 


7 





6 
3 


4 





p 
I 


2>33S 
3^1 
430 


Danifli - 


- 


- 





I 








^57 


Pruffian - 


- 


- 





2 








388 


Total 


- 


8 


.2Z 


9 


3 


5^345 






CHARLES^TOWN. 






1787- 
Spain 

Ftancc - 

United Netherlands 


- 





I 


2 

4 
4 


39 
.a 




3 

2 
. 


1,073 

715 
799 


Altona - 


• 


- 


X 





^ 


•o 


280 


Bremen - 


. 


- 





I 








193 


Denmark 


-> 


- 





X 








164 


Hamburgh 
Auftrhi 


- 


* 





I 



6 






130 



Total 



14 41 



3*481 



The fbregomg tables will fliow in what proportion the fc- 
veral European nations, therein mentioned, have acquired a 
{hare in the commerce carried on in three of the principal 
ports of the United States. The committee have not been 
able to procure like accounts oi the ihips belonging to thofe 
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European nations, which have been employed in the trade 
carried on in the other ports of the United States j but, from 
information laid before them, they have reafon to think that 
the tonnage of the veffels belonging to European nations, bc- 
fides Great Britain, which traded to the ports of Virginia in 
the year 1789, amounted to ^,664 tons;— that the tonnage 
of the veffels of the like defcription, which traded to the ports 
of Maryland in the year 1789, amounted to 2,348 tonsj— 
that the tonnage of the veffels of the Hke defcription, which 
traded to the ports of North Carolina in the year 1789, 
amounted to about 3,000 tons 5 — ^that the tonnage of the 
▼effels of the like defcription, which traded to the ports of 
Georgia in the year 1789, amounted to about 2,500 tons ; — 
that the tonnage of the veffels of the like defcription, which 
. traded to the ports of Maffachufet's Bay in the year 1789, 
amounted to 1,758 tons. 

The committee have no information of the veffels of the 
Kke defcription, which have been employed in the commerce 
carried on with the other United States ; but if we add to the 
foregoing quantity of tonnage, amounting to 26,416 tons, 
one-fourth more for all the remaining ports of the United 
States of America, the whole of the tonnage of veffels of the 
defcription before mentioned, employed in the commerce with 
the United States, will in fuch cafe amount to 33,020 tons, 
which is but little more than one-fourth of the tonnage of the 
veffels belonging to Britifh merchants in all the different 
branches of this commerce, not making allowance in either 
cafe for repeated voyages. 

Inunediately after the peace, the merchants of foreign na- 
tions entered with great zeal into the trade which was then 
for the firft time laid open to them, with the countries be- 
longing to the United States of America ; but thefe mer- 
chants foon found that the great expeftations they had en- 
tertained were not likely to be realized.— They learned by 

N 
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^perience that this trade was not to be carried on ^thout 
trufting the Americans with their goods, and without giving 
^em longer credit than is ufually given in the trade car- 
ried oq to European countries : many of them fcnt their vef- 
(ipls with fupercargoes on board, who would not fell the 
goods vith which they were entrufted but for ready money, 
or in barter for an immediate return in the produce of the 
country : feyeral of thefe fupercargoes met with an ill re- 
ception. To thefe circumftances it is owbg, that the mer- 
chants before ipcptioped are now lefs difpofed to engage in 
this branch of commerce, and that many Britiih veflels are 
now * aElually employed in carrying the produce of iV^^erica 
diredly to the iparkct$ of other European nationst 

The lords of the committee have thought it right to pufli 
their enquiries, on all that relates to the commerce carried on 
with the Unifed States, and to the (hipping employed there- 
in, to the utmoft extent j as it appeared to them to be of the 
greatefl importance to afcertain, with as much accuracy as 
poffible, the effefls which the late revolution in North Ame- 
rica has hitherto produced on the commerce and navigation of 
your Majefty's prefent dominions.— To enable the commit- 
tee to form a true judgment of what may be the probable ef- 
itOts of the two afts referred by your Majefly to their con- 
fideration, or of any other meafures which the prefent con-, 
grefs «iay purfue, and to fuggeft, in confequence thereof, 
what fyftem of policy it may be advifeable for your Majefty% 
government to adopt, in order to counterafl the evil effcdis of 
fuch meafures, it was abfolutely neceflary ^o be informed how 
far the a£ls and other proceedings of the late congrefs, or of 
the legiflaturei of the feparate ftates, have hitherto operated 
to the difadvantage of Britifh commerce and navigation. — It 
^8 true that the merchants and fliip-owners of London, Brif- 
tpl^ Liverpool| and Glafgow, in the reports before mentioned| 



f In I79f. 
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all agree In aflerting thai the commerce and (hipping-ititereft of 
Great Britain have, in the direft intercourfe between Great 
Britain and the United States, fuffered in a certain degree 
by the diftindions mzda to their difadvantage in farour of 
the commerce and (hipping of the United States, and of 
other foreign nations. — ^Thefe diflinftions may perhaps hare 
contributed to diminifh the advantages which might other-' 
wife have been derived from this trade: but it is evi- 
dent, from the foregoing comprehenfive view of the various 
branches of commerce and navigation, to which thefe ac^ ' 
counts refer, that the exports from Great Britain to all thef 
countries before mentioned (which is the mod valuable part 
of this commerce), have increafed fince the war, on an ave- 
rage 166,085/. per annum -, and that the imports into Great 
Britain from the faid countries have decreafed (ince the war^ 
on an average, only 75,454/. per annum j and that the number 
of (hips belonging to the merchants refident in the prefent 
BritiOi dominions, employed in all thefe diiFerent branches of 
commerce, has increafed fince the war, on an average, annu** 
^^7) 256 } and that the quantity of their tonnage has increaf- 
ed 111,638 tons; and in like manner, that the number of 
|hips, belonging to the fubje£ts of the United States, fo em<« 
ployed, has decreafed 850 (hips» and the quantity of their 
tonnage has decreafed 38,836 tons. — ^If indeed we fuppofc 
that the tonnage of the veflels employed in thefe branches 
of commerce was eftimated before the war at one-third lefs 
tlian it really was, as before dated, the increafe of the ton- 
nage of the veflels, belonging to merchants refident in the 
prefent Britifli dominions, will in fuch cafe be only 59,384 
tons ; and the;.decreafe of the tonnage of veflels belonging to 
merchants, that are fubjeds of the United States, will in fuch 
cafe amount to 60,634 tons. — It is proper to add, that the in- 
habitants of the countries which now form the United States 
had before the war fome (hare in the circuitous commerce of 
Great Britain^ by trading from one foreign port to another) 
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tnd returning occafionally to a Britilh port : they have fince 
the war loft the benefit arifing from the freight employed in 
that circuitous trade, whatever the amount of it may have 
been ; and the whole of it now belox^s to the inhabitants of 
the prefent Britifh dominions :^t appears alfo, from what 
has been before ftated, that the inhabitants of the countries 
now belonging to the United States built, in the year 1772^ 
xSa top fail-vessels ^ and that, in the year 1789) the numb^ 
of fuch vefleb, building in the ports of the United States, 
was only 31 : —it appears laftly, that the tonnage of the vcf- 
fels which belong to the fubjed;s of all the nations of Eu- 
rope, beiides Great Britain, now employed in the trade with 
the United States, in the whole amounts to but little more 
than one-fourth of the tonnage of the fhips, fo employed be- 
longing to the fubjeds of the prefent Britifli dominions*. 

The lords of the committee will proceed, in the next place, 
to give an account of the new form of government lately 
eftabliihed in die United States, as far as itrelates to the com-^ 
merce of the faid ftates, and of the principles on which it is 
formed; and of fuch of the meafures, hitherto adopted by 
the faid government, as can have any influence on the com- 
merce and navigation of the Britiih dominions. 

A convention of delegates, deputed from all the ftates 
compofing the United States of America, aflfembled at Phi- 
ladelphia on the 17th day of September, 1787. — ^This con- 
vention agreed upon a certain number of fundamental arti- 
cles, which were to form the bafis of the new conftitution, 
and laid them before the congrefs of the United States, then 
aflembled, advifing that thefe fundamental articles fliould be 
fttbmitted to a convention of delegates chofen in each indivi- 



• Subfequenc to the time when this report was completed^ and prefcnted to hit 
Majefty, the government of the United States have pabliflicd a paper, which con- 
taini an account of (he tonnage of (he vefieli entecii^ ihe fevend ports of the Uait*^ 
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4aal State by the people thereof, under the recommendation 
of its exifting legiflature, for their afient and ratification j an4 



«d States, from the xfl OAobcr, 1789, to the 30th September, X79O. 
couac is as follows : 
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j^or&o" This table contains an account of the tonnage of vessels entering tke se- 
v^ral ports of tha United States, in a period subsequeat to mj of those years, o» 
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tliat, as foon as the conrentions of nine Aates (houldhave ra- 
tified the conftitutioD, founded on the fundamental articles 



which the averages stated in the report were formed. It contains an account of all the 
tonnage belonging to the subje6ls of theUnited States of America, employed in every 
part of their-foreign trade, their coasting trade, and their fisheries, which entered 
their portsduring that period, but does not distinguish what part of it was employed 
in their foreign trade with the British dominions. On the other hand, the account 
fiven in the report is only of so much of the tonnage of the United States as was 
employed during those years in the various branches of commerce with such parts 
\ of the British dominions with whiah they are allowed now to trade, in ships be^ 
longing to the said States. This table conuins also an account of the tonnage of 
British vessels employed during that period in the trade with the United States, 
and makes the quantity thereof ap parently much greater than that stated in the 
report, as employed therein, during the preceding years, on which the averages 
were formed.— But it should be observed, that in the period to which the table re- 
fers, many events happened, which weuld necessarily increase the quantity c^ ton- 
nage employed in the various branches of commerce carried on with the United 
States. The great demand for corn in almost every country of Europe, during 
the latter part of the year 1789, and till the baivest of 1790, was tbie cause that 
(many more ships were freighted during that period, • for the purpose of bringing 
com from America, than ever had been before. It is well known, that many ships 
sailed from Great Britain upon speculation for this purpose only ; and that the de- 
mand for corn in Europe more than doubled the usual price of wheat in America:; 
and that the price of freight from America was considerably raised on that ac- 
count. — ^For diese reasons, the quantity of American tonnage as well as the quan- 
tity of foreign tonnage, and particularly British, that entered the ports of New York, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Maryland (which are the principal com countries of 
the United States), was much greater in, this period than in the years to which the 
report refers.— It happened also, that in this year, the revol ution in France induced 
theseveralFrench colonies in theWestlndies to open their ports for American ships- 
in a much greater degree than they were opened before. This circumstance must 
necessarily have increased the American sbipfing employed in the intercourse be» 
ttveen the countries belonging to the United States arid tJ^e .French islands itt tie 
JVest Indies. '^-'^It is proper also to observe, that the quantity of American as well 
as of British and other foreign tonnage, as stated in this table, appears to be great- 
er than it actually was, for this reason, that the table which professes to contain an 
account of the tonnage of vessels entering the ports^ of the United States includes 
their rep eated v oyages, so that the quantity of these different descriptions of ton- 
nage reaUy existing, must be much less than it appears to be in the table.— It is 
proper further to observe, that many British ships may liave entered the ports of 
the United States without having diredlly cleared out for the said ports from any 
British port> or without returning dire^ly from the said ports to a British port ; 
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before mentioned, and have fignificd the fame to the United 
States in congrefs aflembled, the faid congrefs fhould appoint 
tke time ahd place, purfuant to the faid articles, for com- 



ud in such case, they would not appear in the accounts furnished by the offices of 
{ovemment from which the averages snted in the report were taken. It is % 
known fz6i, and is stated as such in the report, that many British ships are em- 
ployed in carrying on a direft commercial intercourse between the countries be- 
)oDging to the United States and foreign European nations, and return only occt- 
sionally to a British port. 

The foregoing observations are sufficient to account for many of the differences 
that will be found between the accounts of tonnage given in the said table, and 
the average accounts ef tonnage stated by the lords of the committee of privy 
council in their report, which were taken either from accounts furnished by the 
public offices of this kingdom, or from information they had previously received 
from America 

The great superiority which British navigation enjoys In the commerce with die 
Vnited States, is no less evident from the accounts stated in the foregoing table, 
than from the averages stated in the report of the committee. The quantity of the 
tonnage of British vessels which entered the ports of the United States in the pe- 
riod to which thb table refers, appears thereby to be more than three-sevenths 
of the tonnage of all the vessels belonging to the United States, whether employ- 
ed in their over-sea trade, their coasting trade, or their fisheries : it appears toW 
even more than three-fifths of all the American tonnage employed in their over- 
sea trade, which is the only branch of the trade with the United States in which 
British ships are allowed to have a share, and to enter into competition with the 
ifaips of the said states.— The tonnage of the vessels belonging to all^other 'Euro- 
pean nations entering the ports of the United States, as stated in the table during 
the period to which it refers, is in quantity but little more than that stated in the 
report of the committee; and it would probably net exceed the said quantity, if 
?e had data sufficient to enable us to make the proper dedu&ions ; but compared 
with the tonnage of the British vessels which, according to this table, entered the 
ports of the United States during the same period, it is equal only to one-sixth 
part; though, according to the averages stated in the report, from accounts of the 
K^ceding years, it was then supposed to be equal to about one-fourth. 
>. ffcoi^gres^continue to publish every year accounts of the tonnage of vessels 
entering their ports, in the same manner as they have done for the last year, we 
thall be able in time to form a more decisive and accurate judgment on this sub- 
j«^-— 'The reasoning of the lords of the committee in the subsequent parts of 
the report, // ratbtr confirmed and strengthened^ than in any degree weakened by 
the accounts stated in the before-mentioned table. 
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mencing the proceedings neceflary to the formation and efta* 
bUihment of the new federal government. 

As foon as nine dates had acceded to the plan before 
mentioned^ the late congrefs, in purfuance thereof^ gave the 
neceffary orders for the eledlion of a fenate and houfe of re- 
prefentatives, of which the new federal government was to 
be compofcd. This fenate and houfe of reprefentatives firft 
began to fit at New York on the 4th of March, ^1^9' They 
have already held two feilions, and have made feveral laws 
for regulating th^ commerce of the United States : — A new 
commercial fyftem therefore is now formed, which it is the 
intention of this committee to lay before your Majefty. 

This commercial fyftem is founded ; F$r/f^ in the funda- 
mental articles of the new conftitution, as fettled by the 
convention of the 17th September, 1787 : — And Secondly ^ in 
the laws which the new cotigrefs, aflembled according to 
this conftitution, have pafled In the two feflions already 
held by them. 

By the firft article of the new conftitution, fedi<m 8, a 
power is given to the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives 
(which the committee will in future call the congrefe) with 
the aflent of the prefident of the United States, (which aflent 
is to be given by him under certain regulations prefcribed by 
the faid fundamental articles) to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
impofts, and excifes ; and it is declared, that all duties, im- 
pofts, and excifes, are to be uniform throughout the United 
States. 

By the fame article, fediion 9, no tax or duty is to be laid 
on articles exported from any of the ftates ^ and no prefer-p 
ence is to be given by any regulations of commerce or revenue 
to the ports of one ftate over thofe of another. 

By the fame article, fe£kion 10, no ftate, without the con- 
fent of congress, is to lay any duties on imports or exports, 
except what may be abfolutely necefiary for executing thq 
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laws, called the mfpedion laws*; and the net produce of all 
duties, laid by any individual (late on imports or exports^ U 
to be for ihe ufe of the treafury of the United States ; — and 
all fuch laws are to be fubje£% to the revifion and controul of 
congrefs ; and no ftate without the cpnfent of congrefs it t^ 
lay any duty of tonnage. 
. By the fame article and fame fe&ion^ no ftate is for the 
future to emit bills of credit, or coin money, or to make any 
thing but gold and filver coin, a tender in payment for debts : 
—and by the fame aiticle, fe£lioh 8, congrefs is to have a 
power to coin money, and to regulate the value of fuch coin^ 
and to fix the ftandard of weights and meafures; 

By article ift^fe£iion lo, no ftate is topafs diXij ex po/l fuSfo 
kw, impairing the obligation of contra£%s. 

By the fame article, fe£lion 8, congrefs is to have ai power 
to eftablifh uniform laws on the fubjeA of bankrupteiei 
throughout the United States. 

By the fame article and fame fe£iion, congrefs is to regii« 
late commerce with foreign nations : — -and by article 6,- all 
treades made^ or which Ihall be made, undei^^the authority 
of the United States, are to be deemed the fupreme law of 
the land ) and the judges in every ftate are to be bound 
thereby, any thing in the conftitution or laws of any indivi- < 
dual ftate to the contrary thereof notwithftanding : and laft* 
ly, by article 3> fe£tion i and a, congrefs is authoris^ed^ from 
time to time, to eftablifh one fupreme court, and other inftriot 
courts, in which the judicial power of th^ United States is td 
be vefted : — and this judicial power is to extend to all cafes ifli 
law and equity, ariiing under the prefent conftitution, or un- 
der treaties made or to be made by the authority of the Unit- 
ed States, and to all cafes afFedling ambafiadors or other 



* The hrspect^oif laws are laws passed My ihe legislatures of the ^evefal stite^' 
lor appointing inspectors to ascertain the quality of certain comlttodities eaport«4. 

o 
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put>nc minifters and cbnfuls/end to all cafes of admiraky and 
maritime jurifdi£lion. 

It is evident, that many of thefe regulations, which ate 
made fundamental articles of the new conftitution, took their 
rife from de{e(k$ which had been perceived in the former 
fyftem of government. , Thefe regulations are founded on 
principles of juftice; and they are certainly favourable to 
conmierce in general; and if the prefent congrefs carry 
them fully into execution, many of the laws made by the le^ 
giflatures of individual dates, impofing partial burthens on 
Britifh commerce and Britilh (hips, as before ftated, will be 
ipfofuBo repealed. 

In confequence of the regulation, which dec^es, that all 
treaties, already made, or which (hall hereafter be made, IhaH 
be deemed to be a part of the fupreme law of the land, and 
that the judges in every date (hall be bound thereby, it may 
be expe£led, that Britifh creditors will now reap the be* 
nefit of the 4th article of the late treaty of peace, which fti* 
pulates, that ^< Creditors, on either fide, (hall meet with no 
lawful impediment in the recovery of the full value in fterling 
money of all bona fide debts heretofore contrafted.** 

By the regulation, which declares, that no ftate is to pafs 
any ex poJifaBo law, impairing the obligation of contrails, all 
the laws, made by the legiflatures of individual dates, to pre-^ 
vent Britiih merchants from recovering the full value of their 
legal debts, mud be confidfted as ipfofaBo repealed. 

By the regulation, which declares, that no ftate j(haU make 
any thing but gold and filver coin a tenderin payment of 
debts, and that congrefs alone (hall coin money, and regulate 
die value of fuch money, as well as of all foreign coin, the 
laws, pafled by the legiflatures of individual dates, which 
oblige Britidi merchams to take, in payment of their debts^ 
any thing befides what is thus made legal tender, mud be 
confidercd alfo as ipfofa^o repealed. 
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And laftlfi the regulation which audiori(e$ congreis to 
eftabUih judicatures for deciding all fuits and controverGes 
arifing under the prefent conftitution, and under treaties, &c. 
affords juft reafon to expe£l that thefe fundamental articles 
will be carried into complete execution ; and that in all thefe 
refpeds the legiflatures of the individual ftateSf and the 
courts of judicature dependent on them, will no longer have 
the power of refifting, under any pretancey the fupreme 
authority of congrefs. 

In a word, many of the injuftices and partialides ^hitherto 
prafltifed by the legiflatures of particular States have thus 
been condemned by the united voice of^ the people of 
America aflembled in convention; and it is certainly. rea- 
fwiable now to expe£l that the prefent congrefs, which is 
compofed of a body of men aflembled from every part of 
the United States, and who z€t upon a larger fcale, and in 
fupport of a more extenGve and general intereft, will not 
commit the like zfks of injuftice, to which the legiflatures 
of particular States were too frequently liable, in favour of 
the immediate and preffing interefts of the perfons by whom* 
they were eleStedi^and fometimes even to relieve the dif- 
treffes of the very individuals who compofed thefe provincial 
legiflatures. ' _ 

The lords of the conumttee ^11 now proceed to give an 
account of the feveral zGts that have been paflfed by the pre* 
fent congrefs, in the two felfions already held by them, as 
far as they relate to the commerce and navigation of your 
Majefty's dominions. 

The principal a^s of this defcription which were pafl^d 
by congrefs in flieir firft feflion, were the two referred by 
your Majefty to the Confideration of this committee^ By 
the firft of thefe a£ks, entitled, " An A€t for laying duties 
on goods, wares, and merchandize imported Into the United 
States^* the duties on e^ch fort of merdbandiaei imported 
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fnto evtry part of the United States, were made t)ie fame, from 
^rhaterer country they are brought, and in whatever fliips they 
fire imported, except that a difcount of lo per cent, of all the 
(aid duties was allowed on fuch goods, wares and merchan- 
dize, as jSiould be imported in veflels built in the United 
States, and which fliould be wholly the property of citizens 
thereof, or in ▼efl'ds built in foreigi) countries, and, on the 
|6tb day of May, 1789, wholly the property of citizens of 
0ie United States, and fo continuing till the time of importa- 
tion } and except, that goods imported from China or India, 
in (hips built in the United States, and belonging to citizens 
ther^f, or in {hips built in foreign countries, and, on the 
itfth day ef May 1789, wholly the property of citizens 
thereof, and fo continuing till the time of importation, were 
fnade fubjeA to a lefs duty than the like goods imported in 
Ihips of the fame defcription from Europe j and except that 
all the faid laft-mentioned goods, if imported in any other 
inanner, that is, in (hips that are not of either of the de« 
fcriptions before mentioned, and not dire£tly from China or 
India, were made fubje£l to a ftill higher duty. 

The particular duties, fo impofed on each fort of good| 
impotte^, into the United States, will be. ieen in a copy of 
fhe faid a^ annexed to this Report^. The merchants of 
Glafgow,' who have had thefe duties under their confidera- 
tiqn, eftimate that they amount, on an afTorted cargo, to 

- yi per cent of its value at moftj and they eftimate tlie 
^i^inAion, piade by the difcount of 10 per cent, of the 
^uties, in favour of goods imported in fliips belonging to the 

, fubjeds of the United States, to amount, on fuch a cargo^ 
^o three-fourths per cenc of its value at moft. " 

' l^f the fecond of thefe a£ls, entitleid, <^ An a£t impofing 



1; S^e t)ii| aa in tU ApRei^; (^) 
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duties on tonnage/' ^ duty was laid on all Ihips or veflbh 
buUt within the faid States, and belonging wholly to the 
citizens thereof j and on (hips or vefTds, not being built 
within the faid States, but on the 29th day of May 1789, 
belonging wholly to the citizens thereof, during the time 
filch fliip or veffel fliaU coptinue fo to belong— 6 cen(s . 
per ton. 

On aU fliips or veifels hereafter built in the United States, 
and belonging wholly, or in part, to the fubjeds of foreign 
powers — 30 cents per ton. 

On all other fhips or veflels — 50 cents per ton. ^ 

On all (hips or veffels employed in the tranfportation of 
any of the produce or manufacSlurea of the United States 
coaftwife, except fuch ihip or vefTel be built within the faid 
ftates, and belong to citizens thereof — 50 cents per ton. 

On all {hips o^ vefTels built in the United States, and be- 
Ipnging to the citizens thereof, employed in Ae coafting 
trade, or the fiflieries-r6 cents per ton, to be paid onc« in- * 
each yean 

A cent is the hundredth part of a Spanlfh dollar, and in 
yalue nearly equal to a halfpenny. 

The prefent congrefs, in their fecond feflion, rcpcalcJUh* /^ 

duties impofed by the firft of the before-mentioned zGts i 
and) by an a£t then pafled, entitled, '< An af): making 
further provifion for the payment of the debts of the 
United States," they impofed n^jr^duties, the amount of 
^hich will be feen in a copy of the faid ai%, which is an- 
nexed to this Report*. 

By this a£k, congrefs have augmented the duties prin- 
cipally on wines, fpirits, teas^ fait, cables and cordage of 
all forts ; and they have augmented them in a lefs degree 
^n fomc. few a^fticles pi manufa£lure, which may be cQn« 

• See Appendix, (P.) 
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fider^d as dbjc&s of luxu^ ; but on moft other artidkSy 
either of produce or manufafkure, the duties are ccmtintted 
die fame^. There is rekfon to believe^ that thefe duties 



* The c»mimtf6e have inferted the following table, in order to (hew ob what 
merchandizes, and in what proportions, the congrefs have thought it right to in* 
creafe the dutiei of impoft in the faid ad. It will pro^e tc^ wbai ^rtickft the pre. 
fent congrefs principally turn their attention^, when they wilh to tncrcaie the re* 
v^ue of the United States hy dutiei en goods imported. 
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m eattied to die utmoft extent which the people of the 
Umted States can at prcfent bear ; for, in the debates of the 
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fcoiife of rcprefeiitatives, compIainCs have been Bnce mzi$ 
of the amount of- many of them } and it was on that ac<^ 
count found neceflary not to prefs the immediate payment of 
them on the deliyei7 of the merchandize^ but to allow 
longer credit than is ufually given to thofe who pay public 
duties ; for it appears^ that the American retailer is fre« 
quently in want of cafh till he has fold the goods on which 
- the duties are to be paid. — A drawback is allowed of all the 
faid duties, with refpe£l to fuch merchandizeat as fhall be' 
re-exported within twelve calendar months to any foreign 
port or place, except one per cent, of the amount of the 
faid duties, which is to be retained a^ an indemnification for 
any expence^ that may have accrued concerning the fame. 

In this laft a£l:, die congrefs have altered, and in fome 
degree augmented, the diftin£tion made in the duties on 

^ goods imported in fliips belonging to the fubjedli of the 
linked States, or built therein, and belonging in part to the 
faid fubjeA^, and on ihipS belonging to foreign nations | 
for, inftead of allowing a difcouiit of lo per cent, of the 
duties on all goods imported in American Ihips, as in the 
firft of thefe a£is, an addition of lo per cent, of the duties 
no^ impofed is made payable on all fuch goods imported in 

^ any other than American (hips, as before defcribed, except 
in cafes where an additional duty is fpecifically laid by the 
laft zSt on any merchandizes imported in fuch ihips. 

As the duties, fo increafed by this laft aA, do not afie£l 
many of the principal objefis of Britifli mahufafture, the/ 
will not probably raife the duties oh an aflbrted cargo from 
Great Britain to more than i or 1 4^ per cent, above what 
they were in the a£i of the firft feiEon, that is^ to about 87 
or 9 per cent, in the whole; 

The fccond of the afls referred to the committee by your 
Majcfty, entitled, *^ An a£l impofing duties on tonnage," 
was alfo repealed by the prefcnt congrefs in their fecond 
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feffion ; and lofteiad thereof anotber zGt was then paflcd for 
the like purpofe. 

A fliort time after this fecond fef&on commenced, an at- 
tempt was made in the houfe of reprefentativet to increafe 
the tonnage duty to one dollar per ton on all foreign-buib 
▼eflels, belonging to nations which had not made treaties of 
commerce with the United States ; and it was eren propofied^ 
that this tonnage duty (hould be raifed ftill higher, at fome 
future period, when the citizens of the United States had 
built Teflels fufficient for carrying their exports to foreign 
tnarkets; and that, whenever that period arriTcd, vefleU 
belonging to nations, which had not made commeroal 
treaties with the United States, fbodld not be permitted t» 
export from the countries belonging to the faid States any 
umnanufa&ured article, being the growth or produce thereof; 
tmlefs the nation, to which fuch veflels ihould belong, fliaM 
permit the importation, into their territories, ff fifr^ ^'f^ 
tther faked prwtftons^ as well as grain and lunger, ift 
▼cflels belwiging to the fubje£ls of the United States. The 
houfe kA reprefentatives came to a refolution, and ordered 
a bill to be brought in, for the purpofes before ftated : this 
bill had a firft and a fecond reading ; but whmi it came into 
the committee, where it was much difcufled, the purport of 
the bill was wholly altered: — Ac diftindion between the 
vcflcls belonging to foreign nations having treaties of com- 
merce with the United States, and thofe that have not, was 
rejected ; and the new a£l: came out of the committee, and 
was afterwards pafied into a law, impofing the fame duties, 
and ena£iing nearly the fame regulations, as the, tonnage a€k 
of the laft feffion. 

The prefent congrefs, in its firft feffion, pafled an aft for 
regulating, as well the colledion of the duties before men- 
tioned, as the manner of entering and clearing out voiels >^ 

P 
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tbis zSt was alfo foaled in the fecond feffion ; and in(tea4 
thereof a new z£k w'as pafTed for the like purpofes. 

By this z{\f congrefs have permitted (hips, belonging to 
the citizens of the United States, to enter at more ports and 
places than (hips belonging to foreign nations : — they have 
confined the entry of (hips, arriving from any country be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope, to a certain number of ports 
therein mentioned; allowing, however, every fuch (hip to 
enter at any port, in which flie may be owned, or from which 
flie may have failed on her voyage :— -Congrefs have regulated 
alfo the mode of collecting the duties ad valorem, by enaft- 
ing, that the value of all fuch goods fhall be eftimated by 
adding twenty per cent, to the invoice price of fuch of the 
faid goods as fhall arrive from beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope, and ten per cent, on the invoice price of fuch ot the 
faid goods as fliall arrive from any other foreign country. — 
A difcount of ten per cent, for prompt payment was allowed 
by the firft of thefe a£ls, but it is omitted in the fecond : — 
This laft a£b requires, however, that the tonnage duty be 
paid within ten days after the entry is made, and before the 
(hip (hall be permitted again to clear out : it is alfo required, 
that the regif^er of every fuch fliip be lodged, at the time of 
entry, in the office of the colle£lor, and there remain till 
the time of her clearing out: and it is declared, that no 
merchandize of foreign growth or manufaQure, fubje£k to 
the payment of dutiqs, (hall be brought into the Unite^ 
States in^any other manner than by fea, or in any ihip or 
vefTel lefs than thirty tons burthen, except within the diftriA 
of Louifbourg. 

To enforce the due execution of the laws before mentioned, 
as well as all other laws, which derive their authority from the 
foederal government now fubfifting, the prefent congrefs, in 
their firft feffion, pafled an aA for eredling courts of judica* 
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tare for the trial of all fuits arifing under the new conftitiu 
tion, as well as under treaties, according to the fundamental 
article 3d| fe£kion the ift and id^ as before dated. 

Bj this zGt, which it entitled, '< An ad to eftablifli the 
judicial courts of the United States," congrefs have^eated 
one fupreme court, to confift of a chief juftice and five 
aflbciated juftices : And in each of the thirteen diftri£ts (into 
which the States are divided, for this as well as other pur- 
pofes) they have eftablifhed a court, to be called ** The 
Di(fari£t Court," in which one judge is to prefide, who is to 
be called " The diftria judge."— They have clafled the 
diftrids into three circuits, and have appointed a court in 
each circuit, to be called " The Circuit Court," which is to 
confift of two of the juftices of the fupreme court, and the 
judge of the diftrid where they fit. 

The fupreme court is to be holden twice a year, on the 
firft Monday in February, and the firft Monday in Auguft.-^ 
The diftria judge is to hold four fefiions in the year.*— The 
circuit courts are to be holden twice a year. 

The laws of the feveral States (except where tbe/unda« 
misatal articles of the conftitution, the z6ts of the congreft 
of the United States, or treaties made with foreign powers^ 
ftall otherwife require or provide) are to be regarded in 
thefe courts, as rules of decifipn in trials at common law, in 
all cafes to which they apply : — ^Iflues in h& are to be tried 
by a jury in all cafes, except thoie in eqwty, and thpfe of 
admiralty, and of maritime jurifdiaion. 

The feveral cafes, in which thefe courts have original 
jurifdiaion, either concurrent or exclufive, are defcribed in 
the aa : the fupreme court has original ^nd exclufive jurif» 
di&ion in all fuits and proceedings againft ambafladors, and 
ether public minifters, and their domeftic fervants ;«<«>and iV 
has original, but not exclufive, jurifdiaion, in all fuits 
bfoiight by amb^ifladors or Ptb^ public minifters, or in 
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>wl^lk i eMfuI 6t tlee*^oiifiiI fliall be a party : and it has a 
f6wtr to iflhe writs of prohibitioiii and writs of mandamns, 
.in cafes warranted by the principles and ufages of law, to 
iny courts appointed, or perfons holding office under the 
Antbority of any of the United States : there are alfo in 
iihis tlSt many fpecific provifions for regulating the proceed- 
bigs of an the courts appointed by this 2£t, and for fupport- 
Ing th0 eiercife of their refpoaire jurifdi£kions. The pre- 
ffif^ congrefs, in their fecond feffion, made no alteration in 
Ais aft, etcept for the purpofe of extending the provifions 
of it to the State of North Carolina, and that of Rhode 
Mand ; which States had acceded to the foederal government 
lietwecn the firft and fecond feffion of congrefs. 

THE committee bamg thus brought into one view all the 
inateriab neceflary to aflift them in forming their judgment, 
they will now proceed humbly to ofitr to your Majefty theit 
0pfaiion on the feveral points referred to them by your 
Majefty's order in council of the 30th September, 1789, and 
by the latter of his grace the duke of Leeds, one of your 
Majefty's prini^pai fecretaries of ftate^ dated the lath No-* 
yember, 1790. 

Hie coflUQittee will confider thefe points under the follow* 

ing heads ; 

Firftr-*-*-*«^CoMMi]icE. 

Secondly-^NATiGATion. 

They will begin with th|^ commerce of export frcmi Great 
iMtaln to the United States. 

The fitieht and value of this branch of commerce hat 
IwM already ftated^ and it has been ibewn, that nine« 
tenths of the articles,, exported frcmi Great Britain to the 
£ud United States^ are BritMh manufactures. 

It has alfo been (hewn, that goods of the fame f<ar|» 
brought from any fore^ European country^, an4 iu^K'ite^ 
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into the United States, are now made fvikqcGt, by the adt 
of the prefent congrefs, to the fame duties, from wfaaterer 
European country they may be brought, or in whatever 
foreign (hips they may be imported* 

The merchants, who have been confulted, do not think 
that thefe duties on goods imported into the United States, 
amounting on an average to between eight and an half and 
nine per cent, of their value, are higher than thofe to which 
Britifii goods, fo imported, were made fubje£l by the legis- 
latures of individual States before the eftablifhment of the 
new focderal government ; — and thefe duties are much lefs 
than the duties payable upon Britifli goods of the Uke forts 
imported into moft European countries : they are even left 
than the duties payable on the like forts of Britifh goods 
imported into France and Holland according ta the late 
treaties of commerce made with thofe countries; Great 
Britain therefore can have no pretence to complain of the 
amount of thefe duties : the United States are now an 
independent nation, and have an undoubted right to impofe 
duties of the defcription before mentioned, either for the 
purpofe of raifing a revenue, or of encouraging the produce 
or manufa£tures of their own territories : — As long as the pre*- 
ient.congrefs fliall give no preference in this refpcfl to goods 
of the like forts imported from other European countries. 
Great Britain cannot complain of injuftice, nor has fhe any 
reafon to apprehend a competition : — the excellence and 
cheapnefs of the manufa£bures of Great Britain, and the 
credit which Britifh merchants are able and veilling to give, 
will always enfure to them a greater fliare in the trade of 
export to the United States, than can be enjoyed by any 
other European nation. All new eftabliihed countries (and 
fuch are the United States) can trade only with thofe nations 
who are able to afibrd them an extenfive credit^ and to' in- 
cur the ri£^ue refuiting therefrom: if all the colonies be-> 
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lon^g to* European nations in America and the Weft Indies 
were to become independent^ Great Britain would bate un- 
doubtedly the greateft (hare in the commerce carried on 
with them. — ^Even during the late war, the manufa£tures of 
Great Britain found their way in great abimdance, by in- 
dlttGt courfes, into the countries of the United States; 
and^ notwithftanding the price of them was very much ad«- 
▼anced by the circuitous mode, in which they were con- 
veyed, great quantities^ were eagerly purchafed by thofe who 
were then the enemies of Great Britain. 

It is not probable that the commerce of Great Britain 
will fuffer confiderably (at leaft for a long courfe of years) 
from any encouragement, which the United States may 
give to their own manufactures, by'laying high duties on 
thofe of foreign countries. — In the countries belonging to 
the United States, tliat are fituated to the (buth of PennfyU 
vania, there are no manufactures whatfoever, except a few 
articles made of leather, which they are enabled to manu- 
facture from the low price of the fkins purchafed by them.^r-r- 
The legiflatures of the northern and middle States have paiTed 
laws for the encouragement of manufaflures, and have 
eftabliihed focieties for the like purpofe : the inhabitants of 
thefe States manufacture fome coarfe articles for their own 
ufe, but very few for exportation.-t-In the northern and 
middle States, there is fome wool, but of an inferior quality, 
and much dearer than in Great Britain.— -In the States of 
New England, linen of a coarfe fort has been made ; and 
-fome of it has been exported for the ufe of other States. — r 
In New England and Pennfylvania there are many iron works; 
fome of them were eftabliOied before the late war : and the 
people of thefe States have manufaOkured nails and inferior 
(brts of iron tools, fb as to dimint/h very much the importatioQ 
of thefe articles from Europe. — ^In New England and New 
Jprlb miiny fpJts q( hpufcold f^rDituye ^x^ ma^c, an4 ^vcry 
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kind of carriage in very tolerable perfe&ion, as well as, fome 
other articles, the materials of which are principally wood and 
iron.— -In New England and Pennfylvania, attempts have 
been made to introduce cotton manufactures ; but it appears 
from the fpecimens, that have been tranfmitted to the com- 
mittee, that thefe manufactures are in general of the com- 
mon forts, and much inferior in quality, and dearer tiian 
thofe made at Manchefter.— In Pennfylvania, paper-mills 
have been eredied, in which paper is made of a tolerable 
quality, fufficient for their own corifumption, and fome even 
for exportation: And in this State, fugar refineries have 
•alfo been eftabliibed (fome of them even before the war) 
with fuccefs; and they are now endeavouring to draw 
fugar from a particular kind of maple, which they have in 
great abundance, and thereby to diminifh the quantity of , 
fugar imported from the Weft India iflands.-^They brew 
porter in Pennfylvania, but of a very inferior quality. . 

From this account of the manufa£kures*, at prefent fub- 
fifting in the United States, nothing can be inferred, that 
ought to give the leaft apprehenfion to the manufa£turers of 
Great Britain. The people of all countries, who live in 
temperate climates, will occafionally employ themfelves in 
manufa£tures for domeftic ufe during the winter months, or 
at fuch times as the cultivation of their lands does not re- 
quire their attendance: but thefe domeftic occupations 
feldom give rife to manufactures of any great extent. The 
people of the United States can apply their induftry with 
more profit to the cultivation of the earth \ and it is afto- 
nifliing to what a degree the inhabitants of all thefe States 
prefer agriculture to manufacture : immediately after the 
peace^ great numbers migrated from the northern States to 
the fouthern in fearch of new land, which they could obtain 
at a cheap rate in the uncultivated countries, that lie at the 

•In the year 1791. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( lU ) 

back of the Southern States : ind of late, ftiU greater nant^^ 
bers hare reforted^ and are ftiil refortiog, to the interior 
parts of the American continent beyond the moontains^ 
where fix neir fettkments are forming : and the [people of 
two of thefe fettlements are already as numeroos as the 
inhabitants of ibme of the ancient States. In all the States 
to the fottthward of Pennfylvaniat the principal inhabitants 
are great hmdholders, and die inferior inhabitants ilaves ^ 
neither of which are Ukely to dired their induftry to manu- 
£idnres. In countries circumftanced like the United States, 
Ae pri^ of labour will be always too high to enable them 
to ^ntet largely into the bufinefs of manufa£^ttres : and,** 
bam the want of capital, they can never afibrd to give the - 
credit, that is neceffary to obtain a £ale of them in foreign 
Markets* 

From'' what has been faid, the committee are induced to 
think, that, with refpe£t to this branch of comm^ce, there 
are but two propofitions, which it may be proper for Great 
Britain to make to the ptefent gOTcrnment of the United 
States, in any negotiation for a commercial treaty with 
thenu 

Pir/t — ^That the duties oh Britifii mannfaAttres, imported 
mto the United States, (hall not be raifed s^ore what thej 
are at prefent* 

It may be of nfe to bind the United States, not to raife 
thefe duties above what they are prefent, by obtaining an 
expreis ftipulation for that purpofe : but if this concefficw 
cannot be obtained, it may be fufiicient perhaps to ftipulatc, 
that the duties on Britifh manufaflures, impenrted into the 
United States,, (hall not at any time be raifed above the 
duties now payable on the like manufa&ures impoited from 
^ Great Britain into France and Holland, according to the 
commercial treaties with thofe two powers : or at leaft, 
that thefe duties (hall 2K>t be higher than thofe payable on 
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die like manufa^ures imported into the United States from 
the mod favoured European nation. 

Secondfyf — That the duties on all other merchandize^ 
whether Britifh or foreign, imported from Great Britain 
into the United States, Ihall not be raifed higher at any 
time, than the duties payable on the like merchandize im- 
ported from any other European nation. 

This equality of duties is founded in juftice. Great 
Britain enjoys it by the laws of the prefent congrefs : But it 
may be of ufe to bind the United States to the obfervance 
of this rule in future, efpecially as the legiflatures of the 
individual States very frequently departed from this rule 
before die eftablifhment of the prefent focderal govern- ^ 
ment. 

The committee will, in the next place, confider the com- 
merce of import into Great Britain from the United States. 

The extent and value of this branch of commerce have 
already been ftated. It has been fhewn, that the annual 
imports into Great Britain from the United States have dimi- , 
niihed on an average fince the war 843,506/. v and that this 
decreafe is nearly accounted for by the decreafed import of 
rice and tobacco. The imports from the United States 
confift principally of articles of food, of naval (lores, and 
of materials of manufaAures. All the articles fo imported, 
except perhaps tobacco and grain, can be obtained from 
other foreign countries, at as low a price, and in as great 
perfection. 

When thefe States were Britifli colonies, the government 
of this country granted them favours on account of its 
connexion with .them, and encouraged the importation into 
Great Britain of many forts of merchandize produced by 
diem^ by allowing them to be imported, either free of duty 
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,or by making diem fubjcdl to lowet dtitieft dian wer^ paid 
on the like articles imported from foreign countries. Sinte 
thefe countries were declared independent. Great Britain 
has continued all the diilindiions, to which they were before 
entitled in favour of feveral forts of merchandize^ ^ Except 
as ^ as relates to oiK and the produce of their fifl ieric< : 
And in all other rcfpe£ls, the imports into this kingdom 
from the United States are put on an equal footing widi 
thole, of the mod favoured European nation, except fuch 
nations only with whom Great Britain has made commercial 
treaties, founded on reciprocal advantages. It has been 
(hewn in a former par( of this report, what the amount o£ 
the feveral before-mentioned diftin£iions is : ilF they werd 
abolifhed, it is probable that the imports from the United 
States would fufier a ftill greater rcdu^iion ^ and it maj 
well be doubted, whether any other fufficlent market could 
be found for the fale of many of thofe articles, which are 
now brought from thence to Great Britain. Even at prefent^ 
great quantities remain on hand after plentiful crops : and 
this confideration has induced fome perfons to think that the 
commerce of the United States will in future decline^ un- 
lefs they can produce new ftaples proper for thci Eurc^ean 
maiket. 

[TobaccQ is at prefent the moft important ftaple of the 
Upited States. The commerce of this article is ftill of 
benefit to Great Britain, though the import of it has been 
greatly diminiflied fince the wan This diminution is OMWg 
to the lois of the monopol]r^ which we enjoyed before the 
war, when the tobacco of thefe countries could) by die 
Jaws then in force, b^ imported only into Great Britain. 
And yet by continuing higher duties <m the tobacco idm* 
ported from other countries. Great Britain .ftill giv^s to the 
United States a monopoly againfl herfilfm the import of 
this article. If the tobacco of all countries was made fttb* 
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jeflr, on lihpottation, to equal duties^ this commodity would 
be imported from the Eaft Indies^ from the Spanifh and 
Portuguefe colonies in America, cither through Spain and 
Portugal, of through the Britifli iflands in the Weft Indies ; 
and in a fhort time, if would probably be imported front 
die populous fettlemcnts now fdrming on the banks of the 
Ohio and MiffiiSpi, where tobacco of the beft quality is faid 
to be produced J Great Britain would thereby obtain a 
greater variety of affortments, and hei* trade in tobacco 
would be confiderably augmented. 

Com is another ftaple article, tt is only in years oi 
general fcarcity that Great Britain has occafion to import 
from the United States com for the confumption of its 
inhabitants. At all other times, tJie furplus cjuantity, which 
may be wanted for food, can be obtaihed, either from Ire- 
land, from the province of Quebec, or from foreign Euro- 
pean countries. It is certainly, however, advantageous to 
the commerce of Great Britain, to encourage the importa- 
tion of tobacco, corn, and rice, and all other articles, into 
this country as a depofti t but it may be doubted, whether 
we do not counttraEi this policy, by encouraging the impor- 
tation of any of thefe articles from the tJnited States, in a 
manner that difcourages the import of them frOm foreign 
countries. The Britifli merchant will certainly be able to 
purchase all thefe cortimodities at a cheaper rate, and thereby 
to improve his trade in them, by having a greater number 
of marketSi to which he can refort upon equal terms for die 
purchafe df them. 

After, mature coniidefation of the foregoing circumfiances, 
Ac committee thitik that, under this head, there is but one 
ppopofition, to which the government of Great Britain can 
y^/y give its aflent in any negotiation for a commercial 
treftty with tJic Urftcd States, viz. 
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1 That no higher duties ihall at any time be impofed by the 
Britifli legiflature on any merchandize, the produdlion or 
manufacture of the United States, imported from thence 
into Great Britain, than are now payable on the like article, 
imported from the moft faroured European nations, even 
from France and Holland, according to the commercial 
treaties now fubfifUng with thefe powers. 

// will not be proper even to make this concejfton^ unlefs 
the United States will, in return, agree to ftipulate, that 
the imports into the United States from Great Britain (hall, 
in like manner, continue on the footing of the moft favoured 
nation, as before propofed. 

The committee do not think it advifeable that the govern- 
meat of Great Britain (hould bind itfelf to continue^ even 
for a limited time, the diftin£lions hitherto made in favour 
of certain forts of the merchandize of the United States 
imported into this country. Great Britain may find it for 
her intereft, in her negotiations with other foreign powers, 
to make the duties on goods imported from thofe countries 
the fame as on the like fort of goods imported from the 
United States, either by reducing the duties now payable 
on their importation from other foreign countries, or by 
raifing the duties now payable on their importation from the 
United States. It is not, however, the opinion of the com* 
mittee, that the prefent fyftem fhould be difturbed, unlefs in 
cafes where it is evident that fome alteration is neceflary 
for the general improvement of the commerce -of Great 
Britain. ^ 

The commerce carried on with the United States, con- 
fifting for the moft part of an exchange of Britiih manu- 
factures for naval ftores, and raw materials, is entitled to 
fome favourable diftindiions'' (though not perhaps to the 
prefent extent), where fuch diftinCiions do Qpt interfere with 
the attention which Great Britain is bound to pay to odier 
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more eflential interefts, or with the juftice which flie owes 
to other foreign nations in alliance witli hen 

It is proper alfo to obferve, that this commerce is carried 
on * with Britifh capitals in a much greater degree, than 
the commerce carried on with any other foreign country ; 
and in all commercial matters, the merchants of Great 
Britain continue ftill to have a clofe connection with the 
fubje£ls of the United States ; fo that any great and fudden 
change would be feverely felt by thofe who, under the faith 
of the fyftcm adopted by the Britifli government fince the 
declaration of independence, have engaged agam in this 
branch of commerce, and embarked their property in it. 
Any change, which may be made, ihould be gradual : and 
there will be lef$ ground of complaint, if it can be lb con« 
trived, that without detriment to the public revenue, the 
duties on goods^ imported from other foreign countries, 
ihould be reduced to the level of thofe now payable on the 
fike forts of goods imported from the United States, and that 
thefe laft duties (hould in no cafe be augmented. 

The committee will confider, in tlie next place, the com- 
merce carried on by the remaining Britifli colonies in America 
and the Britifh iflands in the Weft Indies, with the countries 
belonging to the United States. 

This branch of commerce is certainly diminiflied fince the^ 
laft war. The committee have not been able to obtain an 
accurate account of it. The imports into our colonies and 
iflands from the United States, confift of feveral forts of 
provifions,— and of ftaves, lumber, and all forts of limber 
fit for building, none of which are fubjefl: to any duty ; 
and confequently no accurate account can be obtained of 
the quantity of each fort fo imported : it is evident, how- 
ever, from the great diminution in the fliipping employed in 
this branch of commerce, that thefe imports muft have 

• In the year 1791. 
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frastlf dimim(lied.-*-The exports from die 6riti<h idaiu!^ in 
the Weft Indies to the United States, con&ft principally 
of fugary rtim» and coff6e.»-^The following account will 
fhew the quantities of each of thefe articles annually ex- 
ported to the United Stajtes before and fince the war on ait 
average. . 

Before the war. 

Qalbna. 

Rum * . . . 2»5 59)664^ 

Cwt. 
Sugar . • . . 4<5*943'- 

Cwt. 

Coffee • p • • 3>24^- 

Though this branch of trade has diminiflied both in im**. 
ports and exports, a proportionable increafe has thereby been 
produced in the iommerce carried on between the Britifb 
iflands in the Wefi Indies^ and the colonies remaining to 
Great Britain in North America^ and between the, /aid ijlands 
in Great Bnitain and Ireland. This increafe is evident 
from the increafed quantity of (hipping employed in thef^ 
different branches of trade^ as before ftated. It has* already 
been mentioned that, immediately after the peace, the com- 
mercial intercourfe between the remaining Britiih colonies 
and iflands, and the countries belonging to the United 
States, was regulated by your Majefty's order in council^ 
and that it is now regulated by aft of parliament* Thie 
commerce, with rcfpefl: both to imports and exports, is left, 
nearly upon the footing on which it ftood before the war, 
except that falted proviilons, and the produce of the fiflieriesi 
of the United States, are not allowed to be Imported from 
thence into the Britifli colonies and iflands. 

With refpeft to this branch of Gonunerce, it may bej?r0* 
per for Great Britain to make the following propofitxon in 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 121 ) 

any negotiation for a commercial treaty with the nfilte4 
States, viz. 

That the commercial interconrfe between the remaining 
Britiih colonies in North America, or the Britiih iflanda in 
the Weft Indies, and the countries belonging to the IJQited 
States, as far as relates to imports and exports, fliouU 
continue on the prefent footing for a Umitid number of 
yars. 

The committee think that it would mt be odvifeMe for 
Great Britain^ to enter into any engagement on this fubjeft 
for an unlirmted nunAer of years* It has been found by ex« 
perience, that the Britifli iflands in the Weft Indies become 
every year iefs in want <f the prwifions and lumber ^ which 
they have hitherto obtained from the countries of the United 
States : and a confiden^^k. quantity of provifions is nov 
produced in fome of diefe iflands, particularly in the ifland ' 
of Jamaica.~Both provifiohs and lumber are now fent to % 
large amount frim Great Britainy as well as from the fv<- ^ 
nuUning Britt/h colonies in America, and provi/Uns firnn^ 
Ireland x and it cannot be doubted, that the provifioQS and 
lumber, imported from the United States into the Weft 
India iflands, tend to dimini/h the immediate intercdurfe^ as 
well between thefe iflands and the Britiih dominions ia i 
Europe, as betweem the iaid iflands and the remaining 
Britiih colonies in America.-^—Whe^r it may ever be pro- 
per, all circumftances confidered, to put further reftraints on 
the imports from the countries belonging to the United 
States into the Weft India iflands, is a point, which it is not 
Qeceflfary at prefent to decide. The policy of Great Britain, 
in this refpe£l;,. will depend on future contingencies : but it 
would be improper, by any ftipulation in a commercial treaty, 
tp rdinqtujb fir ever the right of taking tMs fubjeA into 
oonfideration, as occafioa may require. 
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The ccmmittee will now proceed to the fecond head| 

NAVIGATKW. 

The fliips of the United States, coming to the ports of 

Great Britain, have hitherto been permitted by the Britiih 

government to continue upon the fame footing as before the 

, war. They do not pay the alien's duty, though the Ihips 

/ of all other foreign nations pay it, as before mentioned i 

/ They pay, however. Trinity dues, Hght-houfe duties, and 

pilotage, as foreign (hips, in all the ports of Great Britain, 

except London, where they ftill continue to pay thefe only 

as Britifh (hips. 

The only reftri£lion, which the government of Great 
Britain has put on the (hips of the United States, fince the 
faid States were .declared independent, is in the trade car- 
\ ried on by them with the Britifh colonies in America, and the 
\ Britifli iflands in the Weft Indies i in the commercial inter^ 
courfe with thefe colonies and iflands, the (hips of the United 
States are now treated as the (hips of all other foreign na« : 
tions, and are not allowed to import or export any mer- 
chandize whatever. 

In a former part of this report, an account has been given 
of the diftin£kions made, to the difadvantage of Britifh 
fbips, in the commerce with the United States, both before 
and fince the eftablifhmerit of the new foederal government. 
Thefe diftin£tions confifted, either of higher tonnage duties 
on Britifh (hips than on other (hips, or of higher duties on 
goods imported in Britifh (hips than in other (hips. It has 
been ftated, that the tonnage duties, impofed by the.le- 
giflatures of the feveral States before the eftablifhment of 
the new foederal government, were, upon an average, 2X. 3^. , 
per ton more than were impofed on (hips of the United 
States : and that the difference of duties on goods, imported 
in a Britifh (hipi was then two per cent, on their value 
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more than the duties on the like goods imported in (hips o^ 
the United Stajtes : So that a Britifli veflel of 200 tons would 
pay for each voyage 12/. lox. tonnage duty ; and fchr a cargo 
of the value of 2,000/. flerling, 40/. import duty more than 
a flrip of the United States of the fame tonnage, and laden 
with goods of the fame value. 

It has aMb been ftated, (hat the tonnage duty, impofed bj 
the prefent congrefsjon Britiih or other foreign-built veflels, 
is 2/. per ton more than is impofed on ihips of the United 
States} fo that this diftinftion is lefs by 3J. per ton, than 
was impofed on Britifh (hips by the legiflatures of the feveral 
States^ previous to the eftabliihment of the new foederal 
government. 

It has alfo been ftated, that, by an zSt of the prefent 
congrefs, it is required that there fhall be paid for the car- 
goes, imported in Britifli or other foreign fliips, an addition 
of 10 per cent, of the duties, payable on the like goods im- 
ported in a fhip of the United States. The merchants of 
Glafgow eftimate this duty to be ^ per cent, on the value o£ 
the cargo, and confequently i^ per cent, lefs than the 
<ii(tin£lion made in this refyiSt by the legiflatures of the 
feveral Stales before the eftablifhment of the new foederal 
government ; fo that a Britifli fliip of 200 tons will now pay 
for each voyage 20/. tonnage duty, and for a cargo of the 
value 2,000/. fterling, 15/. import duty, more than a fliip of 
the United States of the<,fame tonnage, and laden with goods 
of the fame value. 

The lords of the committee have thought it right to 
brmg thefe fac^s and calculations once more under the view 
of your Majefty, in order to fliew that the diftinflion in 
tonnage and import duties, now made between a Britifli 
(hip and a fhip of the United States of the fame burthen, 
and laden with a cargo of merchandize of the fame forts and 

R 
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value, is about fire-twelfths Icfs than it was before the 
eftablifhment of the new foederal government- 
There IS at prefent no diftinftion between Britifli-built 
(hips and other foreign-built fhips. — Slips built in the United 
States, and owned in part by foreigners, pay 20 cents, or 
10^. per ton lefs duty than foreign-built fliips, when they 
arc employed in the over-fea trade, between the United 
States and foreign countries : In the coafting trade, Britifix 
fliips pay the fame tonnage duty as other foreign-built (hips* 
The effects produced by the diftindions made by the go< 
vernment of the United States (even when they were five- 
twelfths more than they are at prefent, upon Britifli and 
American navigation, are fliewnin the table prepared for 
that purpofei and inferted in a former part of this report : . 
It will be there feen, that the navigation of Great Britain^ 
iiotwithftanding all thofe diftin£tions, has, upon the whole^ 
greatly increafed ftnce the war : — ^It will there alfo be feen 
that, of fix different branches of freight, in which the 
vefiels belonging to the inhabitants -of the countries now 
forming the United States, bad a confiderable fliare before 
the war, there are five of which th^y are now wholly 
deprived ; and, in the fixth or remaining branch of freight^ 
viz. *• in the dire£l commerce carried on between Great 
Britain and the .United States," they retain little more than 
the fame proportion they enjoyed before the vrar, though 
tiiey have endeavoured, in die manner before dated, to 
favour their own navigation, and deprefs that rf Great 
Britain. 

It is certain alfo, that the fliips of Great Britain enjoy 
other advantages fufiicient, in a great meafure, to com- 
penfate the unfavourable diftindions before mentioned : 

jRffy?_The premium of infurance on a fliip of the United 
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States, bound to and from America^ is much greater * than , 
the premium on a Britifh (hip : 

Secondly — ^Thc difference between the port charges of all 
defcriptions, fuch as .Trinity-dues, light-houfe duties, and 
pilotage, paid in the ports of Great Britain (though various 
according to the ports at which the fhip arrives), is in every 
one of them very much in favour of a Britifh fhip : 

Thirdly — ^The fliips of Great Britain derive a confiderabic 
advantage from having a more univerfal and extended navi« 
gation, while the navigation of the United States is move 
confined, as their (hips are not permitted to trade to the 
Britifh iflands in the Weft Indies^ and cannot venture with 
fafety into the Mediterranean, or to the- Ibuthern parts of 
Europe^ for fear of the Barbary eorfairs. 

But though thefe advantages may perhaps con^enfate the 
diftin£tions made by the United States to the difadvantagc 
of Britifh fhips; yet it does not follow that no meafures 
ought therefore tp be purfued by the government of Great 
Britain in fupport of the Jhipping interejl of this country^ fo 
as to countera£l: the unfavourable diftin£lions to which Britifh . 
fhips are now fubjeft. — As the fecurity of the Britifh do- 
minions principally depends on the greatnefs of your 
Majefty's naval power, it has ever been the policy of tie ^ 
Britijb government^ to watch with a jealous eye every at- 
tempt that has been made by foreign nations to the detri- 
ment of its navigation : and even in cafes where the interefls 
of commerce, and thofe of navigation, could not be wholly 
reconciled, the government of Great Britain has always^ 
liven the preference to the interefis of navigation '; and it 
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has ncTcr yet fubmitted to the impofition of any tonnage 
duties by foreign nations oh Britifh {hips trading to their 
' ports^ without proceeding immediately to retaliation. 

In the year 1593, during the reign of Queen Elisabeth, 
the State of Venice, (which was then one of the firft hiari- 
time powers of Europe,) made a di(lin£lion <o the difad- 
vantage of Englifh Ihips in the duties on merchandize un- 
ported into, or exported from, the Venetian territories : 
Queen Elizabeth, in a charter fhe at that time gave to the 
Turkey company, forbade, for the twelve years during 
which the faid charter was to continue, the importation into 
England of currants, or the wine of Candia in Venetian 
Ihips, upon forfeiture of the faid fhips and their cargoes, 
unlefs the State of Venice fhould ^think fit to abolifh the 
diftindion before mentioned to the difadvantage of the fhips 
of England : — And in the year 1660, when the government 
of France impofed a duty of 50 fois per ton, payable in the 
pbrts of that kingdom, upon the fhipping of all foreign 
nations, including therein the (hipping of Great Britain, the 
legiflature of this country, by the i2th Gia, 2. cL 18. imme* 
diately impofed, by way of retaliation, a duty of 5X. per 
ton on all veffcls belonging to the fubje£is of France, which 
fhould trade to the ports of this kingdom, and enadied, that 
this duty fhould continue to be colleded as long as the duty 
of 50 fols per ton, or any part thereof, fhould be charged 
on Britifh fhips trading to the ports of France, and three 
months longer. 

As a further inducement 'to the government of Great 
Britain to pay due attention to the fyftem of policy which 
the congrefs of the United States appear now to have in 
view, the committee think it right to fuggeft, that, if the 
Britifh legiflature acquiefce in the diftindions already made 
by the prefent congrefs without remonftrance, the congrefs 
6f the United States may, in a future feffion, be encouraged 
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to increafe thcfc diftinftions, fo as to make them, in the 
end, effediual for the purpofe for which they are intended* 
The houfe of reprefentatives, in the two laft feflions of con- 
grefs, have certainly had fuch a meafure in contemplation : 
In the laft feffion they proceeded fo far in it, that a refolu- 
tion was pafled, and a bill was twice read for that purpofe : 
the members returned from the northern States, ftrongly 
fupported this meafqre ; thofe of the fouthem States refifted 
it, as being contrary to their interefts : the more moderate 
members, both of the fenate, and houfe of reprefentatives, 
thought the time was not yet arrived when they might 
venture with fafety to take a ftep of this importance. 

Four modes of retaliation have been fuggefted to the com- 
mittee : Firji — ^It has been propofed to follo\<r the fpirited 
example of the government of this country in the reigns of 
Queen Elizabeth and Charles II. \ and with this view to 
impofe (as by the \2th Ch. 2. c. i8.) on the fhips of the 
United States, coming to this country, a tonnage duty equi- 
valent to the diftindions made to the difadvantage of Britifli 
fliips trading to the ports of the United States : but it may be 
doubted, whether the precedents which are urged in fup- 
port of this dired mode of retaliation, c^n properly be ap- 
plied to the prefent cafe. The trade, which Great Britain 
carries on with the tJnited States, is certainly of a very 
diflFerent nature from that which was carried on with the 
State of Venice in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, or with 
the ^ kingdom of France in the reign of Charles II. : the 
prefent trade of the United States confifts principally of an 
exchange of Britifli manufa£iure$ for naval ftpres and raw 
materials : — ^the trade with Venice and France, at the periods 
before mentioned, was direftly the reverfe: Great Britain 
then imported from both thefe countries manufadlures or 
articles of luxury, which were paid for principally by re- 
turns in raw materials.~The wooUeamanufa&ure wa^then 
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the only one wc poffeflcd : any reftraint put on a' trade' of 
this laft defcription, by way of retaliation, could, in no event, 
be very detrimental to the interefts of this country ; it might 
even operate ibr its benefit : but a reftridion of the nature 
before mentioned, put on the prefent commerce with th6 
United States, would tend to confine this trade to fo much 
c^ it as can be carried on in Britifh ihips only, or to the 
importation of fo much of the feveral articles of which it con- 
fifts, as may be necefiary for our own confumption, and 
would prevent their being brought here as a place of depofit^ 
»t leaft by American {hips. — ^Thcfc fliips would, in fuch cafe, 
find it their intereft to carry their cargoes diredly to other 
foreign coimtries. 

It is the opinion of fome of the merchants and fhip-owners, 
who have been confulted, that^ even in the prefent ftate of 
Ais trade, not only the fliips of the United States, but 
Britifl) fliips, have too many inducements to carry thofe bulky 
articles to foreign ports, inftead of bringing them to the ports 
cf Great Britain as a place of depofit ; and that to this dr- 
cnmftance it is to be imputed, that our trade in tobacco and 
rice has fince the war declined in the manner before ftated : 
and it is proper to add, that any meafure which induces the 
American merchant to carry his commodities to foreign 
markets, inftead of bringing them to Great Britain, may 
have the effe£t of diminifliing^ in return, the export of 
Britifli nufiufaSurea to the countries of the United States. 

Thtfecond mode of retaliation is, that a duty be impofed 
on all manufa&ures or merchandize laden in the pc»rts of 
Great Britain, on board the fliips of the United States, for 
the purpofe of being carried to the countries of the faid States, 
• equivalent to the diftin<Slions made to the dHad vantage of Britifh 
fliips trading to the ports of the United States. — This propo- 
fiti^n, which is made by the merchants and fliip-owners of 
liverpod, wiU^tf adopted^ have ^ badeffe^ diat the manu« 
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failures and merchandize of Great Britain lent from hence 
to the United States in Britiih (hips, or in (hips of the faid 
States, wiU pay> either here or in America, higher duties 
than will be payable on the like goods imported into the 
United States from other foreign cpuncries> in (hips belong- 
ing to fubjedis of the faid States : and if congrefs (hould in 
future raife the duties on thefe manufactures arid merchan* 
dize imported in Britifh (bips^ or ihould make the diftindiom 
in tl\e tonnage duties greater than they are at prefent, it will 
be neceffary for Great Britain, in purfuing this line of policy, 
to impofe equivalent duties on Britifli manufactures and mer- 
chandize exported in American (hips ^ fo that, in the end^ 
the manufactures and merchandize fent from this country^ 
might be wholly excluded from the American market, to the 
benefit of the trade of other foreign countries. 

The third mode of retaliation is, that the government of 
Great Britain fhould allow a bounty on Britiih (hips trading ^ 
to the ports of the United States, in proportion to their ton- 
nage and cargo, equivalent to the diftinCtions made to the dif- 
advantage of Britiih ihips trading to the (aid ports. If this 
propofition is adopted, the legiflature of Great Britain wiU 
be under the neceffity of raifing this bounty on Britiih ihips 
and their cargoes, in proportion as congrefs ihall at any time 
increafe the diilin^ons already made to the difadvantage of 
Britiih ihips trading to the ports of die United States : — and 
congrefs will thus have it in its power to impofe a charge on 
the revenues of Great Britain, by the very fame meafure 
which lays a burthen pn the commerce of Great Britain, and 
increafes the revenue of the United States. 

The/ourtb mode of retaliation is, that a duty be impofed 
on the merchandize of the United States imported into this 
country in ihips of the faid States, equivalent to the diilinc- 
tions made to the difadvantage of Britiih (hips trading to the 
ports of the United Statcs«"^This propoittion, tsdcen in lt» 
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full extent^ is liabk to all the obje£lions that have been (tated 
againft the firfl: mode of retaliation : tliefe objedions it is n^t 
ncccf&ry here to repeat. 

The merchants and fhip-owners of Liverpool appear dif- 
pofed to proceed to immediate retaliation. They think that 
this mode of proceeding will lead to a negotiation, and oblige 
congrefs to confent to reafonable terms. They alledge, but 
without fufficient foundation, that the zSt of the prefent con- 
grefs, which makes a diftinction to the difadvantage of 
Britifh fliipsj to the amount of lo per- cent, of the duties 
payable on goods imported in them, bears harder upon Britifh 
ihips, than any of the diftIn£iions emStcd in the laws of 
particular States before the eftablifhment of the prefent 
foederal government: and they add, that the diftind^ions' 
before mentioned will prevent Britiih fhips from obtaining 
freights, while there are (hips of the United States ready to 
receive them. 

The merchants and fliip-owners of London, Briftol, and 
Glafgow, 9re of opinion, not to proceed to immediate retalia* 
lion. — ^They think that it will be advifeable to endeavour 
firft, by negociation, to remove the prefent unfavourable 
diftinQions; but if juftice cannot in thi^ way be obtained, 
that it will be necefTary, in the end, to proceed to retaliation r 
It is clear, therefore, that all thefe merchants look forward, in 
certain contingencies, to a meafure of this nature. — The com- 
mittee thought it right, on this account, to ftate all the modes 
of retaliation which have hitherto been propofed to them, 
and the obje£^ions which may be urged againft each of thefe 
modes. 

Aftef mature confideration of this very difficult part of 
the fubjeft, the Lords of the committee will venture humbly 
to fuggeft, that, if at length it (hall be found abfolutely 
necefTary, for the fupport of the navigation of this country, 
to proceed to fbme meafure of retaliation, the beft that cm 
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be adopted is — to impofc upon tobacco and rice, the produce 
of the United States, imported in the (hips of the faid States 
for the confumption of Great Britain, and upon fuch other 
articles, the produce of the faid States, as can be obtained 
from other countries at as low a price, and in as great per« 
fedion, imported in the fliips of the faid States for the like 
parpofe, a higher duty than (hall be payable on the like articles^ 
imported from thence in Britifh (hips, or from other foreign 
countries— to allow all fuch articles to be imported from \ht 
countries of the faid States, for the purpofe of being ware- 
houfed, fubjeft to the prefent duties, even in (hips belonging 
to the United States — and to grant a bounty of 15/. per 
hogfliead on tobacco, imported in Britifh Ihips, on being 
taken out of the warehoufe for exportation. 

It will be proper alfo, in fuch cafe, to make the (hips of 
the United States fubje£t to the q/Uns duty^ in the fame 
manner as other foreign fhips.-^It is apprehended that this 
lait meafure muft at all events be adopted \ for there is reafon 
to believe^ that other foreign nations will not patiently fub- 
mit to this diftinftion, if the (hips of the United States 
continue to be exempted from it : and it would be highly 
impolitic in Great Britain to give up this duty in all cafes, 
as it certainly affords effential protection to the fhipping 
intereft of this country, in the trade carried on with fomc of 
the northern nations of Europe. 

The committee think, that the mode of retaliation, before 
fuggefted, will effe^uaily anfwer all purpofcs for which it 
is intended ; and it is probable that the meinbers of congrefs, v. 
who reprefent the fouth^n States, being fenfible how much 
it will tend to diminifh the fale of their ftaple commodities, 
win be thereby induced to refift any violent meafures, to 
which the members of the northern States might on this 
account be inclined ; and that a niajority of congrefs will by 

S 
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this means be brought to confent tP a fair and ieafonab}e 
fettlement of this bufinefs. 

The committee areof opinion, that this modp of retaliation 
^irill not, in any material degree, injure the commerce of 
Great Britain, at the £une time that it will proted and fupr 
port its nayigation. — ^It will not raife the price of the before 
inentioned articles, imported from the United States for the 
confumption of this country, as a fufficient quantity may b^ 
imported in Britifli (hips for that purpofe ; and l^ encourag* 
ing the importation of the likp articles from other foreign 
pountries, it may tend even to diminilh the price of them at 
^e Britilh market. 

It is clear alfo, that this mode of retaliation will not tend 
%o prevent the importation of any of thofe articles from the 
United States into this country, as a place of depofit, even 
}n the {hips of the faid States : it lays no new burthens on 
tbefe articles imported for that purpofe in fuch fhips i and it 
propofes to give a bounty on tobacco imported in Britifh fhips, 
whenever it fliall be taken out of the warehoyfe for re-ex- 
portttion: this meafure may perhaps have the eiFe^ of reftor- 
ing the trade of tobapco to the flouriihing ftate in which it 
yms before the war, when this commodity was neceflfarily 
brought from thf; United States to Great Britain, before it 
could be carried to foreign countries. 

A bounty of 15/. per hoglhead will probably be fufficient 
|o tnfwer the end for which it is propofed to be given.— 
The merchants of Gla%ow eftimate the charges of landing 
and re-(h)ppii^ a hoglhead of tobacco in the ports of Great 
Britain, aad the freight and infurance of it from Great Britain 
to the port^ of Holland and Germany, from 15/. to 20/. per 
hogihead. 

Whether the before mentipned |>ou|ity may not be too heavy 
a charge on the revenue <)f Great Britain,* it belongs not to 
tliis conmiittee to decide : they will only obferve, that the im< 
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portation of totacco Into Great Britain, fincc the war, is 
about 50,000 hogftieads lefs than it was before the war.?— If 
it is fuppofed that the boonty of 15/. will be paid even on 
6oyOoo hogiheads, it will amount to 45,000/. per annum. — 
But the merchants of Glafgow allcdge, that a (hip of about 
200 toiis, going to a foreign port, expends therein not lefsi 
on an average, than 4 or 500/. in every voyage, which is a 
gain to the foreign port, and a lofs in equal proportion to the 
ports of Great Britain : and it is certain, that the duties, 
lirhich are now paid in every fuch foreign port upon the cord- 
age, failcloth, &c. employed in refitting the fliipj and oli 
wines, fpirit«, beer, cloth, candles, &c. confumed by the 
crew, and by all thofe to whom this bufmefs gives occtipa- 
tlon, would, if fueh (hip came to a Britifh port, be an ad- 
dition to the revenue of Great Britaih : — the merchants alfo 
obferve, that many of the fearaen fo employed are in the end 
loft to this country 5 for by navigating from one foreign 
country to another, they acquire foreign connexions, parti- 
cularly in America, where the Englifh language is fpoken, (b 
that thefe feameri ho longer retain their natural attachment to 
this country. 

The mode of retaliation before fuggefted, and particularly 
the bounty before propofed, will probably pireferve this country 
from another evil now impending, and likely to be very detri- 
mental to its navigation. The colhmittee have been informed, 
that there are merchants in this country, who are employing 
a part of their capitals in building fliips in the United States 
for the piirpofe of carrying on their commerce with the United 
States in fueh Veflels, and thereby avoiding the unfavourable 
diftin£lions to which Britifh (hips are now expofed. — ^Though 
a projedl of this nature is not only detrimental but even hoftile 
to the interefts of this country, it is doubtful whether any 
legal provifion can be dcvifed, fufficient to prevent it : the 
only manner in which it can be effcXually prevented is, to 
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make it no longer the intcreft of any inhabitant of Great 
Britain to venture his property in fuch a fpeculation. 

In giving their opinion on this fubjeft, the committee have 
thus far principally had in view the dire£i navigation between 
Great Britain and the countries belonging totheUnitedStates. 
On the navigation between the Britifli iflands in the ,Weft 
Indies, as well as the remaining Britifh colonies in North 
America, and the countries now under the dominion of the 
United States, the conmiittec have already made fomc obfcrva- 
tions in the preceding part of this Report : and in a former 
Report of the 3 1 ft May, 1 784, they humbly fubmitted to your 
Majefty their reafons for not allowing to the fliips of the United 
States the privilege of trading to the ports of your Majefty's ' 
{aid colonies and iflands. Tour Majesty was pleased to approve 
of the advice then given : many of the merchants and planters 
of the iflands in the Weft Indies, who formerly refiftcd this 
advice, now acknowledge the wifdom of it : — Parliament, by 
paffmg an a£l ^or making permanent regulations, founded on 
this Report, have given their fanftion to the fyftem of policy 
therein recommended.— 7~i6tf great advantages y which have 
refulted from this meafure^ appear in the accounts ftatcd in 
the former part of this fleport. 

After full confideration of all that has been offered on 
the fubjeft of navigation, the committee think that there is 
but one propofition, which it will be advifable for the minifters 
of Great Britain to make on this head to the government of 
the United States, in any negociation for a commercial treaty 
between the two countries, viss. — ^That Britifti (hips, trading 
to the ports of the United States, fliall be there treated, with ; 
relpei^ to the duties of tonnage and import, in like manner ^ 
as (hips of the United States (hall be treated in the ports of 
Great Britain. 

If this principle of equality is admitted by the government 
of the United States, as the bafis of negociation, it will be 
proper then to confider, whether fhips of the United States, 
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trading to the ports of Great BritaiQ, fliould not be made 
fubjefl: to the aliens duty, as well as other foreign (hips •, and 
in return that congrefs fhould impofe on Britifli (hips, trading 
to their ports, fome diftindion, equivalent to the amount of 
the aliens duty •, op whether every di(lin£tion of this nature 
(hould not be aboli(hed on both fides.-^The committee have 
offered, already, fome reafons, which induce them to think 
that the (irlt of thefe alternatives (hould be adopted. 

If congrefs (hould propofe to apply the rule of aboli(hing 
all diftin&ions to Trinity dues, light houfe duties, and pilotage^ 
fuch a propofition cannot be complied with, Thefe feveral 
forts of charges are of ancient eftabli(hment, and are the 
property of private perfons, or of corporate bodies i and the 
funds arifing from them, are, in many inilances, applicabile 
to public works or charitable purpofes.— An attempt to 
equalize them would affe£): the intereft^ of many of the ports 
of this kingdom^ and alter their relative (ituations : — ^in con- 
fideration of the diflinftion which time and accident have 
made in all thefe refpe<^s, docks, magazines, and other 
buildings, have been erefted in feveral ports of the kingdom 
at the charge of individuals: any change of this nature 
would have the eflPeft of increafing the great advantages, 
which the capital of Great Britain already enjoys, in carrying* 
on its commerce, over many of the other ports of the king- 
dom : And laftly, if this favour was granted to the (hips of 
the United States, other nations would be induced to claim 
the like equality, which it is impoffible to grant, confiftently 
with the interefts of this country. 

If congrefs (hould propofe (as they certainly will) that this 
principle of equality (hould be extended to the ports of our 
cokmies and ijlandsy and that the (hips of the United States 
(hould be there treated as Briti(h (hips, it (hould be anfwercd, 
that this d^VMiXii cannot be admitted^ even as a ffibjeft of 
negociation : by the public law of Europe, ever^^ nation has 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



'I 



( 136 ) 

I a tight to regulate the commerce which it carries on widi iti^ 
\own colonics, in the manner that ihall appear to be the moA 
jCDndttcive to the intereft of the mother country : — in regula- 
Itions of this fort, ro foreign government has any right to in* 
«rr^/ .—^this branch of freight is of thfe fame nature with 
the freight from one American State to another ; congrefs has 
made regulations to confine the freight, employed between 
different ftates, to the (hips of the United States } and Great 
Britain does not ohytSt to this reftridion. — ^Thc United States 
at prefent enjoy all the rights and privileges of an independent 
nation ; and, as fuch, they no^u have no pretence to claim the 
privileges which they once enjoyed as Britifh colonies* ' 

If, in the courfe of this negociation, it (hould be propofed 
to treat on maritime regulations, the committee ate of opinion^ 
that the government of Great Britain may confent to infert 
in a commercial treaty with the United States, all the articles 
©f maritime law which have of late been inferted in ou<^ 
commercial treaties with other foreign powers ; except that 
any article allowing the (hips of the United States to prote£l 
die property of the enemies of Great Britain in time of nvar^ 
ihould on no account be admitted : — it would be more dangei*- 
ous to concede this privilege to the Jhips of the United States i 
J • Aan to thofe of any other foreign country :— from their fitu- 
ation the (hips of thefe States would be able to cover the whole 
trade of France and Spain with their ijlands and colonies ifi 
America and the Weft Indies, whenever Great Britain (hall 
be engaged in a war with either of thofe powers 5 znAthe navy 
of Great Britain would, in fuch cafe, be deprived of thd 
means of djftrejjing the enemy, by deftroying his commerce^ 
and thereby dimini(hing his refources. 

The Lords of the committee agree in opinion with the 
merchant^ of Lopdon, Briftol and GIafgow> that before any 
meafure of an i^verfe nature is adopted, it is proper that 
attempts (faoiild be m^^de by negociation to induce the congreDi 
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of the United States to confent to feme hit and Equitable 
plan of acgggi giodatloo, and to a Uberail fyftem of. commerce 
and navigation, founded on reciprocal advantages. — ^It has 
been £hewn, in a former part of this Report, that, from the 
(ime that peace was concluded, and that the United States 
were acknowledged bjr treaty to be independent, the gcfrern* 
ment of this country have never taken any hoftile ftep to mark 
their refentment on account of the many oppreflive and even 
unjui): laws to which the merchants of Great Britain weve 
made fubjed by the legiflatures of die feveral States, previous 
Jo the formation of the prefent fqcderal Government.— Afttr 
an angry conteft of feven years continuance, it was not to be 
fuppofed that all refentment would at once be extingulSied 
in the minds of the people of the United States : in fuch a 
Aate of things, forbearance, on the part of Great Britain, in 
every thing not eflentlal, was a prudent as well as dignified 
line of condufl: : there was reafon to hope that the fpirit 
which had produced many of the before^memioned a£is of 
commercial hoftility, would in time fubfide,and that ancient 
habits, and the recoUeftion of former conne6li(wis, might 
bring back the people of thefe States to a more favouraUe 
diipofition to Great Britain x—circumftances might ^ 
pccur, which would tend to detach them from their nev 
ccmnedioHs, and make the people of the two countries, thou^ 
no longer fellow-fub}e£ts, friends at leaft, astbey were before 
the war :-^the government of Great Britain has not been 
whoUymiftakwinitsexpcaarions:-— the new fyftcmadopte4 
by the congrefs, is certainly much more favourable to thf 
fiavigation and commerce of this country, thaa that <whidi 
fubfifted under die laws of particular ftates ; and there cm 
be no doubt, from the proceedings of coAgrefs already&ttcdf 
smd fifom all that paiTed in their debates during the two litft 
feOammt partic^arly m ibe American senate, diat a patty is 
$ilready formed in favour of a connexion vithiSreit Sritaioi 
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which, by moderation on our part, may perhaps be ftrcngth- 
.cned and increafed, fo as to bring about in a friendly way, 
all the obje£is we have in view.— It would indeed be extra- 
ordin^Try if, after having fubmitted for the laft fcven years 
to a lituation more difadvantageous than the prefent, the 
government of Great Britain fhould at once proceed to a£ls 
of retaliation, or commercial hoftility, juft at the time that 
the powers, who now govern the United States, appear to 
be more favourably difpofed to this country : — On the other 
hand, it would be imprudent to place, as yet, too much 
confidence in the fuppofed intention^ of the new government, 
till we hare learned from experience whether congrefs is 
Kkely to perfift in the |nrinciples it has hitherto adopted, and 
.will have influence or power fufficient to carry the laws, 
founded on thefe principles, into execution, through all the 
di6crent ftate^. 

For thefe reafbns, the committee are inclined to think, 
that it may be advifeable for your Majefty to confent to open' 
t negociation with the United States for the purpofe of 
making a commercial treaty, efpecially as congrefs appears 
mclined to this meafure : but it will be right, in an early 
fiage of this negociation, explicitly to declare that Great 
Britain can never fubmity even to* treat on what appears to 
be itit favourite ohje£i of the people of thefe States, that is, 
the admijjion of the Jhips of the United States into the 
ports of your Majefly^s colonies and ifands : it may be 
proper alfo to make them underftand, that Great Britain has 
nieafures in view fufficient for the protediion and fupport of 
its own commerce and navigation, in cafe congrefs ihould 
proceed to make further diftinftions to the detriment of thefe 
important obje£^, and fhould refufe to confent to a fair and 
equitable plan of accommodation. The proper mode of 
retaliation^ vdiich» in fuch an emergency, may be purfued, 
)ias already been ftated. 
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There can be no doubt, diat the commercial intercourfc 
which at prefent fubfifts between Great Britain and the 
United States is highly beneficial to both countries ; but it 
is equally certain, that the United States have much more 
to apprehend from any interruption of this interconrfe, than 
Great Britain has to apprehend from any reftriftion which 
the government of the United States may put upon it : — . 
it has been (hewn, that the commerce. of thefe dates with 
the other nations of Europe has hitherto been of no great 
extent ; and there are circumftances which make the fur- 
ther, augmentation of it very difficult : — it has been (hewn 
alfo that the merchants of Great Britain alone are inclined 
to ran the rific, and to give the credit which are eflential to 
the fupport of a commercial conne£lion with all newly 
eftabliflied countries : — ^the articles which the people of the 
United States now fend to the European markets are but 
few, and can be obtained in equal perfe£tion from oiher 
countries: and it is more likely, that the demand for them 
from thence fhould in future diminifh, than increafe:*-« 
when the crops of grain in Europe. happen at any time to 
fail, the people of the United States will have an opportunity 
of exporting (as in the courfe of laft year) great quantities of 
com to the markets of Europe ; but there is no trade fo pre- 
carious as that of corn ; and no fyftem of foreign commerce, 
permanently profitable, can be founded upon it ; and new 
fettl^menta are forming in the neighbourhood of the United 
States, which will foon rival them in this and in every 
other ftaple commodity which they produce : — the fifheries 
of the United States, once fo profperous, are now greatly 
declined, becaufe there is no longer any fufficient market for 
the fale of the produce of them j the former fuccefs of thefe 
fiiheries is principally to be imputed to the {hare which the 
produce of them had before the war in the markets of the 
Britifh dominions :-^ince the peace> the merchants of the 

T 
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United States have endeavoured, by means of the clwapricfe 
of the rum, didilled from molaiTjS, to carry on a trade to 
the coaft of Africa, but with little fuccefs: — ^at the famb 
time, they launched alfo into a trade with the countries to 
th)p eaft of the Cape of Good Hope, particularly China, 
which was at firft profitable ; but this trade foon found it^ 
4imit, and has of late very much declined 5 the people of th^ 
United States have not wealth fuflScient to fupport any large 
confumption of Afiatic luxuries, fo that tfaofe who hav« 
engaged in this frade, now found their hopes on the profits 
to be derived from fmuggling thefe articles into other 
countries:— it muft be acknowledged, that the comnfercial 
intercourfe between the United States and the Frendi iflandB 
in the Weft Indies has of late been greatly increafed j and 
it is alfo probable, that the, merchants of thefe ftates have 
found opportunities to open illicit and profitable coAi^^Hons 
with the fubjefts of the Spaniffi dominions in America $ 
but as thefe forts of commercial conneftion, though peirhapt 
encouraged by the people of the French and Spani& colonies^ 
are highly detrimental to the incerefts of their refpc^ve 
mother countries, and contrary to Jie laws by which tJie 
commerce of thofe colonies has hitherto been regulated, th« 
continuance of the advantages which th^ people of the 
United States may derive from thefe fources of wealth, muft 
be precarious, and will depend on circumftances.-^uch is 
the prefent ftatc of the commerce of the United States ; the 
lords of the committee have thought it right ^hus to coUeft 
thefe confiderations, which have been ftated more at 
large in the former parts of this report, and to bring them 
bnce more under the view of your Majefty, in order to fhew 
that your Majefty may fafely refift any unreafona'ble preten- 
fions, but not to prevent a commercial strrangement with 
the United States, founded on terms which ^re confiftent 
with the cfiential interefts of the commerce and navigation 
x^ the Britilh dominions. 
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4ccQunt$ received Jince the Report mis pwded, 
mth Obfervations on them. 



FIRST ACCOUNT. 

THE following abftrafl of the exports from the countries 
belonging to the United States of America, from Auguft 
1789 to the 30th September 1790, was received after the 
foregoing report was printed. — It contains an account of 
the exports from the faid dates for about thirteen tnonths, 
amounting in value to 20)4159966 dollars 84 cents, which, 
cftimating the dollar at 4/. td. is equal to 4,593,592/. fterling* 
—For twelve months, or one year, the export therefore 
would amount to 4,240,239/. — But the amount of the ex- 
ports from the United States for this year, is probably con- 
fiderably more than in a common year. — ^The great want of 
grain in Europe during the latter part of the year 1789 and 
the beginning of 1790, occafioned a vaft export of grain 
from the territories of the United States, fo as to raife the 
price td wheat and flour in thofe countries to nearly double 
what it is in an ordinary year.— The great increafe of ex- 
ports from the United States during the before mentioned 
period is proved by the ftate of the exchange.— *The par of 
czdiange Mrith Philadelphia is 66^ per cent. From the 
, year 1783 this exchange had becn^ upon an average, at 
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about 70, which 1$ between 3 and 4 per cent, above par. 
From November 1789, when the great export of grain 
commenced^ the exchange began to fall, £rft to $Of then to 
45, and, at lad, to as low as 40 ; because there were then 
bills on this country in great plenty, and the balance of 
trade between Great Britain and Philadelphia (which is 
ufually in favour of Great Britain) was, during that period, 
in favour of Philadelphia, owing to the unufual export of 
grain : but in the month of July 1 790, when the export 
of grain from the United States began to decline, the ex- 
change rofe again to par, and is' likely foon to be above par, 
as it was before November 1789. 

It appears, by this abftrad:, that the exports from the 
United^Statcs to the dominions of Great Britain are nearly 
one half of the whole of their exports. — ^To the dominions 
of France, the exports of the United States during this 
period were lefs than one half of the exports to the dominions 
of Great Britain ; and it is probable that the increafe of 
the exports to the French dominions, above the common 
average, was greater during this period, than the increafe 
of the exports to Great Britain, or to any other country, 
as the dearth of corn in the years 1789 and 1790 afFedicd 
France much more than any other European nation. It 
was lefs felt in Great Britain than in any country with 
which the United States have a commercial intcrcourfe.— 
About this period alfo the government of the Fren chiflands, 
by regulations of their own, firft opened their ports, almoft 
without reftri£lion, to the importation of lumber, fifh, grain, 
live ftock, and provifions, from the United States, ccMitrary 
to the interefts and intentions of the mother country. — ^It 
appears that the value of the lumber, fifli, grain^ live Aoclc, 
and provifions, exported from the United States during this 
period, amounted to 10,968,049 dollars, or ;^. 2,467,81 1:0:6 
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fierling, being more than one half of the whole of their 
exports. 

It is Gngular how fmall the value is of the produce of the 
whale fifliery exported from the United States : it amounts 
only to 252,591 dollars, or £, 56,832 : 19 : 6 fterling. 

This abftra£l does not diftinguifh the exports to the feve- 
lal nations of Europe, from the exports to their refpeftivc 
colonies ; fo that it is iropoffible to determine what propordon 
the firft bears to the latter. 
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tHter from the Secretary of the Treafury of the United States^ 
tranfmitiing to the Houfe of Reprefentatives an AhJlraEl of 
the Exports of the United States from Auguft 1789 to the 
30/A <f September 1790. 

Treasury Department, 
' **SiR, Feb. 15, 1791. 

** I do myfelf the honour to tranfmit through you 
to the houfe of reprefentatives, a general return of the ex- 
ports of the United States, abftra£led from cuftom houfe 
returns, commencing on the various days in Auguft, 1789, 
whereon they were refpeSively opened, and ending on the 
30th of September laft. From inadvertence in fome of 
thofe offices, the fpace of time prior to the 1 ft of Oftober, 
1789, was blended with the quarter following, which pre- 
vented an uniform commencement of this abftraft on that 
day \ and there is yet a deficiency of many of the returns for 
the laft quarter of the year 1 7^>o, which confines the abftraft 
to the 30th of September laft. The progrefs which was 
made in this form of ftatement of the exports, prior to the 
order of the houfe, and the impoffibility of having it com- 
pleted in the form direfted by them before the fourth of 
March next, have occafioned me to offer it in its prefent 
ihape. 

« I am, &c. 

« ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 

*^ Secretary of the Treafury* 

To the Honourable the SPEAKER 

Of the Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United States. 
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AhJiraO: of the Exportt of the United States^ 

from the Commencement of the Cu/hm-Houfcs 

in the feoeral States^ which where at different 

Times in Auguji^ 1789, to the 30th Day ^f 

September^ 1790. 



species of Merchafuiize, 

IXPelTED. 


Quontitj;. 


Value. 


>/ 




Dollars. Oti. 


ASHES Pot, - • tons 


7,050 : 10 


661,634 


^Aflies Pearl, - do. 


"M48 : 55 


177.459 ' 5° 


Apples, - - barrels 


5.895 . 


6,318 


B9ats, . . - 


8 


372 


Bomb Shells, - tons 


10 


100 


Bricks, 


^70.55.0 


2617 : pt 


Beet and Porteir, - cafts 


472 . 


4,612 


Brandy, - do. 


97. 


3,016 


Cordials, - boxes 


236 


637 


Cordage, 




5.739 
28,017 

14,876 


Carriages, - * - 


220 


Candles TalloW, fts. 


149,680 


Candles Wax, - do. 


5»*74 


2,461 


Candles Myrtle, - do. 


*49 


S» 


Cyder, ^ barrels 


442 


«49 


Cotton, - - bales 


a,o27 


58,408 


: Coffee, - - lbs. 


254.75* s 


45.753 


Chocolate, - do. 


29,882 


^37 •» 


Cocoa, - - do. 


10,632 ^ 


950 


- Caflia and Cinnamon, do. 


9.39* '. 


9.715 


Deer Skins, 




33.009 • 


Duck American, - bolts 


-77 


777 


DockRuffia, - do. 


220 , 


2,200 . 


Earthen and Glafs Ware 




1,990 - 


1 . Effence Spruce, - boxes 
I ^Flaxseed, - caflcs 


"5 


600 


40,019 


236.072 : -^ 


Flax, * - lbs. 


2ij97o _ 


1,468 : 
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w 


Species of Merchandize, 

EXPORTED. 


Quantity. 


ra/u<r.. 








bolhts, Cts. 


Furs, 


• 




60,515 


Fttrniture> 


- 




8,351 


FISHERY. 








V 


Tifli dried, 


quintals 


378.721 


828,531 


\r 


Fifh pickled, 


barrels 


36,804 


i'3.><55 


^ 


Oil Whale, 


do. 


» 5.765 


• 1 24,908 


" Oil Spermaceti, 


do. 


S;43i 


79.54* 


Candles do. 


lbs. 


70.379 


27,724 


,Whale-bone, 


do. 


I2I>38l 


20,417 


GRAIN. 










'Buck-wheat, 


buihels 


7.5<S* 


2,572 - 


V 


Corn, 


do. 


2,102,137 


1,083,581 




Oats, 


• 


98,842 


20,900 




Rye, . 


do. 


21,765 


13,181 


>/ i. Wheat, 


- do. 


1,124,458 


1.398.998 


Genfengj 


cafks 


813 


47,024 


Gunpowder, 


&s* 


5,800 


861 


Gin, • . . 


gals. 


18,025' 


16,989 - 


Grindftoncs, 


• 


203 


450 


Hair-powder, 


ft». 


»2.534 


1,687 


Hats, 




668 


1.392 


Hay, . 


tons 


2,126 


12,851 


Horns, 


- 




1,052 


Ironmongery, 


. 




7.878 


Iron Pig,, - - 


tons 


3.555 


91.379 


Iron Bar, 


do. 


200 


16,723 


\/ Indigo, 


fts. 


612,1 ip 


537.379 


LIVE STOCK. 








^ rHomed Cattle, 


_ 


5,406 


99,960 


• M Horfes, 


. 


8,628 


339.516 


Mules, 


- 


237 


8,846 


i Sheep, 
(Hogs, 
LPoultry, 


- 


10,058 


17.039 




5.304 


14,481 


doz. 


3.704 


6,263 


LUMBER. 








^ f Staves ;^nd Heading, 




36,402,301 


463.229 


^1 


Shingles, 


- 


67.33 ii "5 


120,151 
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Species of Merchandixe, 

£Z PORT ED. 


1 Quant^. 


V^ue. 






Dollars. Cts. 


• 


Shook Hogflieads, 


' 5M58 


32,002 




Hoops,, 


1,908,310 


19,598 


y 


Boards, • 


, 46,747,730. 


260,213 


J Handfpiteg, - doz. 


2,361 


1*505 




Calks, 


2,423 


3^697 




Scantling,. - feet 


' 8,719,638 


95*3^8 




Lumber of diCerent 






/ 


kinds, - do. 


• 


128,503 




Timber of <Etto, * do. 


i ■ • ^ 


1-39,328 


Leather, - fcs. 


22,698 


' S*3oa 


Logwood, , - tons 


264 


3*9ir . 


Lignum vit«, • do. 


176 


1,760 . 


Lead and Shot, - do. 


6 


' 810 


Mahogany, 


' 


18,531 


Medicine and Drqgs^ 


- 


1*735 


Merchandize, 


- 


28,156 


Molafles, - gallons 


i5>537 


3*904 


Mu(kets; 


100 


500 


Nankeens, » ^ bales 


II 


' 2,315- 


OilLinfeed, - barrels 


J'9 


1,962 


Provi!sio^.s; 




". ■'■{ 


/ 


Tloinr, - barrels 


724,623 


4.S9i>293 


V 


Bjead, - . . ditto 


75*667 


209,'674 


>i 


Meal, - ditto 


. ?9»973 ^ 


302,694 




Peas and Beans ^ bufhels 


' 38>7S2 


25.740 


^/ 


Beef, - barrels 


44*662 


. 279.551 


V 


Pork, - ditto 


24,462 


^08,099 




Haras, and Bacon. lbs* 


^53*555 


19.728 


- Butter, - !' firkins 


8*379 


48,587 




Checfe, - ' Ifes. 


U4*734 


8,830 




Potatoes, -;, barrels 


5*318 


6,009 




Tongues, - do. 

Onions, Vegetables, 


641 


1,598 
22,936 




Hogs Lard, -. firkins 


6,355 


3'»475 




Honey, -- . do. 


165 


990 




Oyfterebickled, kegs 


272 


172 


Pimento^ ' - bags 


715 


4,928 


Pq)per, -^ . Jfes. 


6,100 


1,440 


P 


aper, - reams] 


169 


38^ 



u 
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Spetiet of MercJumdize, 
SWORTFD. 


Quantity. 


Vaix. 






, 


Dollars. -Ctt. 


Paint, 


^ lbs. 


4,650 


963; 


Pitch, 


barrels 


8,875 


17,488 


Rav^ Hides, 


' ^ 


2JO 


■ 485 


Raw Silk, 


lbs. 


177 


489 


Rofin, , , - 


barrels 


316 


. 778 


Rice, 


tierces 


100,845 


i»753»79<5 


Rum American, 


gallons 


370.331 


J35j403' 


Rum Weft India, 


ditto 


12,6^3 


5.7^5 


Raifins, 


cafks 


213 


1,205 


Salt, 


bufhels 


. 3 '.935 


8,236 


Sago, 


lbs. 


2,319 


455 


Soap, 


boxes 


597 


3.967 


Snuff, . • 


lbs. 


»5.350 


5,609 


Seeds and Roots, 


• 




2.'35 


Shoes and Boots, 


pairs 


5,862 


5.741 


Saddlery, 


- 


- 


5.541 


Starch, 


• 


* 


T,I25 


Sugar, Xoaf, . 


lbs. 


16,429 


3.432 


2Sugar, Brown, 


do. 


33.358 


2.237 


Saffafras,' 


do. 


- -4:9,504 


555 


Steel, 


bundles 


163 


978 


StoQes fawed 


- 


170 


5S0 


Tallow, 


fcs. 


200,020 


20,722 


^ Tobacco, 


hhds. 


118,460 


4»349.5<57 


Tea 


chefts 


1,672 


121,582 


Tar, 


barrels 


85,067 


126,116 


Turpentine, - 


do. 


28,326 


72,541 


Ditto Spirits, 


do. 


193 


1,032 


Tow Cloth, 


pieces 


67 


1*274 


Vinfegar, 


cades 


24 


io5 


Wines, r 


t* 


».o7+ 


83.249 


Wax, 


23».'S8 


S1->S91 



To the North-weft coaft of America 
Amount of feveral returns received fince the 
15 th February, 1 791, - - - 



\ 



ao,i94,794 
10,362 

210,810:84 



Total, 20,415,966:84 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 149 ) 
RECAPITULATION. 





Dollars. Cts. 


Provifionsj 
Grain, 
Fifti. • - 
Lumber, 
Live Stock, 


2,519,232 
941,696 

i>263,534 
486,105 


Other articles, - 


10,968,049 

9>447>9i7-N 
■ Total, 20,4 1 5,966 : 84 
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A Summary of the Value and Dijiination of the Exports^ ^f the 
United States ^ agreeably to the foregoing AhfiraB. 





Dollan. 


Ds. 


To the dominions of France, 


4*698,735 : 


4» • 


To the dominions of Great Britainr - 


9»363>4i<^ : 


47 • 


To the dominions of Spain, 


2,005,907 : 


16 . 


To the dominions of Portugal, 


1,283,46a 




To the dominions of the United Netherhnds 


, 1,963,880 : 


9 


To the dominions of Denmark, ^ 


224,415 : 


5P 


To the dominions of Sweden, 


47,240 




To Flanders, ... 


14,298 




To Germany, - - - 


487,787 : 


»4 


To the Mediterranean, 


41,298 




To the African Iflands and Coaft of Africa, 


X39>984 


• 


To the Eaft Indies, ... 


135,181 




To the North Weft coaft of America, 


10,362 






20,415,966 : 


84 



In addition to the foregoing, a confiderabte number of 
packages have been exported from the United States, the 
Yalue of which being omitted in the returns from the cuftom- 
houfesi could not be introduced into this abftrad* 

TeeasVuy Department, February 15th, i79i' 

TENCH COXE, Affiflant Secretary. 
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. SECOND ACCOUNT 

Received Jince the Report nvas printed* 

THE foUcroring accoant (which, is publiflied by Mr* J^f- 
ferfon, fccretary of ftate to the United States of America, 
in the Appendix to his Report of the ifl: February 1790^ oa 
the cod and whale fifheries^ carried on by the fubje£3:s of the 
faid States) has alfo been received £nce the foregoing Report 
was printed. — It contains an account of the quantity of rice, 
flour, wheat, rye, and barley, imported into the ports of 
France from the United States of America, in the year 17S9; 
being a part of that period in which a dearth prevailed ia 
France, for want of provifions of this nature. — -This account 
being only for the year 1 7 89, does not correspond in point 
of time with the preceding abftrat9:,of exports from the 
United States, which contains an account of the faid exports 
from Auguft 1789, to the 30th September J 790. — If the 
periods to which thefe two accounts refer had been the 
fame, it would hare been pofTible to have ftated with ac- 
ctiracy what proportion -of the whole of thefe articles, 'which 
appear by the fitft of thefe accounts to have been exported 
from the countries of the United States, were imported, ac- 
cording to the fecond of thefe accounts, into the ports of 
France. But though thefe periods are in part different, it 
has been thought right to ^add, at die foot of this account, a 
comparative ftate of the quantities of each of thefe articles 
exported from the United States, in the period to which the 
firft account refers | and of the quantities of each of the 
faid articles which were imported into the ports of France, 
in the period to which the fecond of thefe accounts refert . 
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It will ffenre to Ihew, generally, how large a proportion of the 
fevcral forts of grain, exported from the United States, was 
lent to France during the time that there was fo great a want 
of them in the markets of Europe. 

It is proper to obfenre, that as the produce of the feyeral 
ferts of gram in France is fuppofed to be, in common years, 
fufficient for the confumption of the inhabitants of that king- 
dom, the trade of the United States with France, in all th^fe 
articles, except rice, muft always depend on the fea((>n» and 
confequently be very precarious. . 

Grain and Flour imported from thi United States of America 
, into thje ports of France, in the fear 1789 ; from an official 
. flatement. 



: Articles. 


Total exported to France. 




. Tmcf s o« 500 k rcMcb 




French Quinuls. lb. Pounds each. 


Rice 


123^401 69^ /- 24,680 




1 I American Barrels. 


Flour 


25^'54S 94 f , \ 140,959 




Vequal toy Amerfcdn Baihds. 

2,015,297 3i J 3.664,17$ 


Wheat 


^yr 


307^390 9^1 f . SS^fi9^ 


Barley 


260,131 5^-^ V 520,262 






U. 'J / w 
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Comparative State of the ^arttltiks tf each of the above Ar-" 
tides exported from the UrtHed State t^ in the Piriod towhitb 
thefirjl Atcount refers ; and of the '^antifies of each of the 
/aid Articled imported into the Ports of France ih the^ Perioi 
to which ihefecond Account refers* . 



Total nf the following 
Articles expoitf d fipip 
the United States to 
iin'eduiltxife8,-.:fioiii 
Auguft 1789, to the 
30ih September *f790, 
acpprding to\ the lirA 
Account. 



■■ •i »<- 



Articles. 



Total of thtf folk>wui£ Articles «xi)orttri 
to Francf from the United States ol 
America m tne Year li%^, accar(}iDg to 
ithe fieoDod Account. , . 



1 ^ ' ^ 



Tierces. , 
100,845 

Barrels. 
724,623 

9iishel8. 
1,12^,458' 
21,765 



Rice 

Flour 

Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 



French Quintals, lb. 
123,401 69 

2s6j545 94 

2,015,297 
307,390 
^60,131 53 



^equaltov 



Tierces of 500 
French lbs. each. 

24,680 

Amer. Barrels. 

140,959 

Amer. Bushels. 

I 3,664,1^6 

520,2($X 
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THIRD ACCOUNT, 
Received fmce the Report wms printed^ 
. THE following discount of the number of ^vcflels which 
<»tcr^d ^thc ports of France^ from the Uiutcd States of 
.^Mnericaj in the year .1789, taken from the before men- 
^cMseci R^ort of Mr* Jefierfen, has alfo been received fince 
the foregoing Report was printed.— This account will ferre 
to prove, what is cautioufly fnggefted in the Report of the 
l4prds of the con;imktee for trade and plantations, vi2. that 
Britifli vefieis have a confiderabfe (hare in the eommerdal 
^ntercourfe carried €»i between ^e TJnited. States and the 
^^V^r^ nations of Europe; — for, according tolhis account^ 
the Britifli veflete that entered ^he por^ of France from 
*^ United States, are above three t4me& as many ar the 
piendi veflels that entered^ the faid poi^s from the United 
States^^m 1789; and above eight times more than the 
veflels of all the other nations of Europe, and about one* 
fourth pf the veiTels of die United i^ates that entered 
|he ports oC France during that perio^.— It is probable, 
th^t the flis^e which Britifli veflels have in. the commercial 
|p(«rcourfe between th^ United States 'an^. other nations, 
of^Europe to the fouth of France, is more_confiderable 
than the fliare they have in the intercourfe between the 
United States and France. 

Statement of the Vejfels entered in the Ports of France ^ from 
the United States of Americoy in the Tear 1 789. 

French, - - - - 

Imperial, . - - - 

Englifli, - . - 

Dutchj - - - - 

Hanfeatic, - - - - 

American, - - - - 

^24 31*799 



Veflelj. 


Ton*. 


»3 - 


2,105 


3 


370 


43 


4,781 


I 


170 


I 


200 


163 - 


24,173 
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iVESTlONS referred an tJie I5th October l7Bg, by tlie Lords qf 
the Committee qf Privy Council, appointed for all Mattel's relat- 
ing to Trade and Foreign Plantations, to a Committee of* Mer- 
chants of the City qf LONDON, and to the Merchants and Ship:- 
Oiwierjj^/'BRiSTOLj Liverpool, and Glasgow> concerned in 
the Trade to the United States ofJmerica. 
# 

QUESTION L 

Have the commerce and shipping interest of this country suffered 
by the distinctions, which have been hitherto made by the different 
legislatures of the States composing the United States of America,^ 
in tlie duties imposed by tliem on British or other foreign gdods, or 
in the duties imposed on the tonnage of British, or other foreign 
ships, or American ships, previous to the passing the late Impost 
and Tonnage act by Congress j and in what respect and degree ? 

QUESTION IL 

Will the commerce and navigation of this country be upon 9 
worse footing under the general duties imposed by the late Impost- 
and Tonnage acts of Congress, than they have hitherto been under 
the duties imposed by the legislatures of the particular States 
composing the United States of America ? 

QUESTION IlL 

If it should be thought proper to subject goods, brought in 
American ships, to the duties payable generally on goods brought 
in foreign ships, from which American ships only have hitlierto 
been exempted, and flirther to impose a duty on the tonnage of 
American ships coming to this country, equal to the difference they 
have made in their tonnage act between American and foreign 
shipping coming to their ports, that is, forty- four cents of a dollar 1 
would these measures have the effect of securing to the shipping of 

C A ] ' . 
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this coantry the share it ought to enjoy in the trade between Gie^ 
Britain and the countnes belonging to the United States 6£ 
America? or would such measures be the means of inducing the 
Americans to cany their produce in their own ships to the ports of 
other countries^ instead of bringii^ it to those of Great Britain ? 

QUESTION IV. 

If ihis country should now acquiesce in the distinctions made hy 
the^Amoican Congress in favour* of thdr own shipping, to the 
detriment of ours, is there any secwrity, from tli^ nature and 
circumstances of the trade between the two countries^ that Congress 
will not be encouraged to encrease the duties imposed for this pur- 
pose, till they have succeeded in driving our shipping out of this 
trade^ though the duties hitherto imposed may not wholly have that 
effect? 

QUESTION V. 

Db not American ships at pres^it prefer carrying the produce of 
' America^ particularly tobacco and rice, to the ports of other 
countries rather than to those of Great Britain and Ireland ; and to 
what causes b this i^eference to be imputed ? 

QUESTION VI. 

Do not British ships, employed in the American trade, cany 
the before-mentiotied American produce to fordgn rather than to 
British ports ? and in what degree, and to what causes, is this pre- 
ference to be itnputed ? 



N°n. 

tUport of the Committee qf Merchants trading from Lond6n ta 
America y in Answer to theforegoir^ Shiestions, 

ANSWER TO QUESTION I. 

UNDOUBTEDLY, both the commerce and the shipping interest 
of this country did suffer by the distinctions made by the United States 
in fevour of other foreigners, froih the opening of the trade with the 
said States in 1783, urrtil those distinctions were done away by the 
}sv(r passed under the present form of government, which took 
place on the first of August 1789. In what degree these distlnc« 
tions were made, have been fuHy set forth in various memorials to 
administration j — they var^ in the di^rent States. 
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ANSWER ST.O aUESTION ih 

The commerce and navigation of these kingdoms we do not 
conceive to be on a worse footing by the late imposed duties on 
goods imported^ and 6n the tonnage of shippings than tjbey wQm 
ond^ the laws of the different legblatures of the States.— In soove 
of the States they are actually benefited by the new law of ton- 
nage imposed under the present form of government. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION HI. 

The right of government to bring forward the duties payable 
in general on goods brought hither in American bottoms, as are 
I»id by other foreigners, cannot be denied; but it is submitted, 
irhether the imposition of these duties (laying dormant as they 
liave for years past) should not be dispensed with yet for a time. 
The United States are proceeding fast in a regular form of govern- 
sient, and the ancient attachment of the people to this country 
gaining ground, they must wish and seek a treaty with us, when it 
iq^ears probable advantages would arise by a temporary forbear- 
ance. — ^Were a duty of tonnage to be imposed on American bot- 
toms arriving in this kingdom, equal to the difference of duties on 
shipping laid in the United States between their own navigation 
md ours, it might, it would for the moment, operate no doubt in 
our favpur, but must inevitably soon be retaliated by America, who 
would have an equal right to discriminate and lay an overbalance 
of tonnage duty on the shipping of these kingdoms. — The differ- 
ence in fevour of our shipping in the ports of America, and what 
American shipping pay here, is already considerable. 

An American diip of l60 tons pays 
Light money ------ 

Trinity dues ------ 

Entry inward and outward^ and clearing 



But gd. per ton pierage hud on the cai^o is again 
restored to the- ship - - - - 



A British ship of the same burthen in the ports 
of the United States, 50 cents per ton, equal 
to2s. 3d. - 18 O O 

Entry inward and outward, and clearing, not 

more than .- - - *• - -200 

20 O 



£' 


s. 


d. 


21 


15 





5 


4 


2 


8 


7 





35 


6 


2 


6 








29 


6 


2 
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Besides this difference in hvonr of British shipping, pilotage, 
and other port charges, are moch less in America than diey are in 
the port of London. — British shipping enjoy a very coDsidecable 
share of the carrying trade, particularly from Maryland, Virginia, 
and 8outh Carohna, nearly to the exclusion of other foreigners ; 
and it is more than probable, should this country lay a heavier da^ 
of tonnage on the shipping of America, it would be {Hoductive of 
the very measure suggested by the question, — '' be the means of 
*' inducing the American government to cause their produce to be 
" carried in their own sliips to the ports of other countries, instead 
*' of bringing it to those of these kingdoms.'* 

ANSWER TO QUESTION JV. 

The duties hitherto, or at present, imposed on British shipping 
and on British goods by thp United States, we find, by experience, 
have not produced the effect of drivipg the former out of the trade 
between the two countries. — America, in laying her new imposts, 
makes no discrimination to the prejudice of oui* shipping, which 
heretofore she did to a considerable degree : but that partiality to 
other foreigners being now extinct, America would no doubt feel 
much irritated at any »ew impositions on the part of this coimtiy j 
and she certainly has it in her power to retaliate. We should not 
complain of the partiality of America to their own navigation, 
since Great Britain sets ner the example. If ,the submission <^ 
government, witfjout repoopstrance on the business, in the (i^tinc- 
tion now made by the United States in favour of their own ship- 
ping, may bfe called acquiescence in the measure, it is not possi- 
ble to say how this silence may hereafter operate, and induce 
^America to increase the duties already imposed on British goods 
and shipping : but it is conceived it would not have that effect, 

ANSWER TO QUESTION V. 

American ships assuredly do prefer carrying the produce of the 
United States to the ports of other countries : tiie cause seems 
clear— expectation of better markets,— - shorter voyages ; — but one 
great temptation is, much less expence on shipping and their car- 
goes. — ^Ihe charges on tobacco and rice, paiticiilariy Uie latter, 
in the ports of this country, are seve^rely felt, ana unquestionably 
occasion those and other articles to be 'often carried by American 
shipping, as well as our own, to foreign ports. To mvite them to 
those of her kingdom, France gives great indulgencies — Free 
ports, both in the bay, and in the English Channel, where the con- 
tingent charges are also small. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION VI. 

This question may be answered nearlv as the preceding ; British 
shipping, like all others, unless in particular ca*>es, prefer going to 
-t^ose places where the port charges are eaijy. — ^Thc proportion of 
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British ships, carrying the produce of the United iStates to foreign 
maiicets, cannot here be easily ascertained. — Few American ves- 
sels venture within the streights of Gibraltar, or in the track of the 
Barbary cruizers 5— of <?6nsequence, in these voyages, foreign ships 
are employed 5 and in this, we have no doubt, the British have tne 
preference. 

The Committee are not sufficiently informed to be able to give 
sads&ctory answers to the questions with respect to the out ports^ 

By order of the Committee, 
JSthNovemba-, 1789. 

(Signed) EDW. PAYNE, Ctfairman. 



. N°III. 

Rtport of the Merchants and Ship Owners qf Bristol, in Answer 
to the foregoing Questions. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION I. 
WHEN America treated Great Britain \«rith those impolitic 
distinctions of partial duties and restrictions, different from the 
goods apd ships of other nations (as was the case in some of the 
provinces,) our commerce, and especially shipping, suifered in a 
considerable degree. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION 11. 

The comrnerce of this country will now be on a better footii^ 
under the general duties imposed by the late acts of the States 
United, than under the duties imposed by the legishtures of the 
particular States, the impost being more equal, and alike on all 
ibr^igners j and though, the tonnage duty is both heavy, and cal- 
culated to give a preference in the carrying trade to their own 
ships, yet our navigation being put upon tlie same footing with 
other foreign nations, our superiority over other countries will pro- \ 
bably be evinced by our abilities and more extensive connections 
with America. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION III. 
If duties are laid by Great Britain upon American produce 
brought by their ships, equal to those from foreign states, together 
with a tonnage duty, equal to the difference between what is laid 
on British and their own vessels in America, it might perhaps 
increasethe carrying trade in British ships, but would manifestly 
injure the American trade to this country, and induce them to pre- 
fer sending their produce in their own ships to the markets of all 
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other nations. The balance of the American tiade is importantlj 
In our favour; and that balance will increase^ as loi^ as America 
continues in a peaceable and prosperous situation : We th^refoie 
wish to see the trade chenshed by govemn^Qt; and are of opinion, 
k would be more to the advantage of Great Britain to continue b^r 
indulgence to the returns in produce made us by America^ most of 
which are very necessary to our manufectures. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION IV. 

T)ie settled form of government, which America has now 
assumed, gives ^r ground to presume, that a commercial treaty 
fiEiay soon be negotiated between Great Britain and those States, 
which might be some security against any increase in the Ameri- 
can duties on tonnage and merchandize, with respect to us. The 
advantages of commerce between two independent states must be 
in some measure reciprocal, or cannot be lasting : Our markets 
lire as necessary to America as theirs to us. The power we have 
of retaliation will therefore awe Anaerica, and deter her from exces- 
sive impositions on our trade or shipping. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION V. 

The articles of rice and tobacco have a greater consumption 
in other European nuurkets than in England ; consequently, the 
Americans wiU, from interest, ^fer carrying direct, rather thmi 
by bringing such produce to our ports, to make Great Britain the 
grand. rq)Qsitory, where they complain of being subject to much 
expence, and perplexing inconvenience, in the discharging and re- 
exporting of such cargoes. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION VI. 
Briti^ ships, employed in that trade, prefer carrying American 
produce direct to other countries from the same causes > and it is 
probable, the severities exercised under some of the late acts and 
regulations have a tendency to induce British ships to prefn- 
foreign voyages. 



N" IV. 

JUp&ri qf the Merchants and Ship Ownei^s qf LIVERPOOL, in 
Answer to the foregoing Questions. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION 1. 

THE commerce and shipping interest of this country have un- 
doubtedly suffered by the distinctions >yhich have been made by 
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the different leglsk^Ofes of the American States, in the duties im- 
posed by ^^em on British ships^ by way of tonnage duties, aiid' 
upoQ Bntish merchandize, previous to the passing of the like 
geoeral Impost andTonnage act; inasmuch as American vessels have 
obtained a preference in consequence of them in British ports, and to 
lach a d^ree, that British ships could procure no freights, whilst 
American ships were in the way to receive them, except in the 
trade to Pennsylvania^ where neither restrictions nor distinctions 
M exist, and British vessels had even a decided preference. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION II. 

Though the duties imposed by the late Impost and Tonnage act 
of Congress may not be higher upon an average than those exacted 
under tihe legislatures of the different States -, yet that clause in the 
late act of Congress, which remits ten per cent, of the duties upoor 
wares and merchandizes imported in American vessels, bear* 
barder upon British ships than any thing which existed in ^ 
American laws before, and will prevent them from obtaining 
freights from Great Britain^ whilst American vessels offer to 
receive them. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION III. 

It is believed, that a duty up(m goods imported from America 
in American s^ips to Great Britain would not be found to answer 
the intention to equalize the bounty of teii per cent, allowed 
on the duty on goods imported into America in American ship- 
ping : — Additional duties upon naval stores, timber, &c. would 
check the importation of those articles, and operate; to lessen the 
consumption of British manufactures in those places, particularly 
in North Carolina, where they have scarcely any thing else to pay 
for them 5 — Additional duties in general would be a heavy clog 
i^n the re-export of American produce from Great Britain. — ^To 
meet the ten per cent, boimty afiowed on the duty on goods im- 
ported into America in American bottoms, the two following 
idvsmes are, with all due deference^ submitted : 

First — ^That a duty be laid upon all goods shipped on board of 
American vessels bound to America, equal to the ten per cent, 
bounty allowed on the duty in America, to be paid by the shipper 
of such goods, whose corre^ndent in America will have the same 
allowed to him th^e. 

Or, 

Secondly — ^That all goods entered outwards on board American 
vessels, bound to America, be entered free of any new duty to the 
shipper of such goods \ such shipper or exporter c^ diem specify- 
ing very exactly the contents of his entry 5 and in case they be 
goods which pay duty ad valorem in America, he to ascertam the 
value of such goods upon oath ; that, on such American vessel 
clearing out, the ca^mn shall pay the exact amount of the bounty^ 
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which will be allowed in America by the diacoont of ten percent, 
on the duty payable inwards j this to be paid, exclusive of the ton- 
nage, to be paid as hereafter specified. — ^To meet the tonnage duty 
imposed by the Americans, a tonnage duty might be imposed on 
American vessels, equal to that laid extra upon British shipping by 
Congress, say forty-ibur cents of a dollar, whidi is exactly equal to 
two shillings sterling per ton, and wilt perfectly coontcrvail that dot)r» 
We may here, perhaps, be allowed, with all due submission, to 
observe, that th« nearer British shipping and that of the United 
States can be put upon « state ofequalitj/, the greater is the proba- 
bility that the trade between tlie two countries will be cemented 
by a friendly and lasting intercourse ; and that for this purpose, it 
might possibly be found very expedient to put the shipping of the. 
American States, which resort to the British dominions in Europe, 
and remrn to the United States, upon the same footing as British 
vessels in regard to all port charges, whether of light money, river 
dues, dockages, pilotage, or by whatever other name such duties or 
payments are called, asked, and received by law from shippings 
and which the American vessels pay at present in a greater pro- 
portion, being considered as foreigners; provided always, that 
guch American vessels return direct to the United States, and not, 
if they proceed to ports or places tiot belonging to the American 
States. — Such measures as these, we humbly presume, might lead 
to a treaty of commerce mutually advantageous, and secure to the 
shipping interest of this country the share it ought (o enjoy in the 
trade between Great Britain and the United States of America ; 
and we conceive, that the Americans by this means would not be 
induced to carry their produce toother places in preference to this 
country, or to seek in foreign countries those articles of merchan- 
dize, which they are accustomed to procure from Great Britain. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION IV. 

We conceive that the acquiescence of this country in those 
distinctions now made by Congress in favour of American ship- 
ping, is no security against a future increase of the tonnage duty 
on British vessels in America ; for this tonnage duty is im- 
posed there, purposely to give the northern States a monopoly of 
the carrying trade of the southern ones, which the present duties 
«re not sufficient to effect; and they are only preparatory to higher 
ditties which will inevitably be imposed, if not prevented by con- 
tra^^^ing duties here, which alone can deter them from the object 
they have in view, and is part of their system to increase their 
xiaval power. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION V. 

The Americans, who, previous to the late revolution, were pre^ 
eluded from going direct with their tobacco and rice to foreign 
markets, have since been tempted to make the experiment > but 
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these speculations have in general proved fatal adventures, and 
would have been jnore checked ere now, had not the late distress- 
ing famine in France, for a time, caused a brisk demand there for 
all the rice that arrived : As to tobacco, the quantity sent direct 
to foreign ports bears a small proportion to tliat sent to Great 
Britain. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION VI. 

We conceive that British ships, employed in the American trade," 
do not carry American produce to foreign ports in any consider- 
able degree; nor do they carry it in preference, unless from the 
temptation of a much higher freight or a better market. 



N°V. . 

Report (fthc Merchants and SUp Owners d/GtABOOyr, in Answer 
to thejoregoing Questions » 

Glasgow, 27th October, 1789, 

AT a meeting, in the city hall, of the merchants and ship 
owners of Glasgow, concerned in the trade to the United States of 
America, called ^jy public advertisement, the lord provost of Glas- 
gow laid before the meeting a letter to him from William Faw- 
kener, esq. secretary to the lords of the committee of privy council 
for trade and foreign plantations, together with two acts of the said 
United States, imposing duties of knpost and tonnage, and also sundry 
queries for the consideration of the said merchants and shipowners 
of Glasgow ; to every part of which their lordships desire that full 
and particular answers may be returned them by the said merchants 
and ship owners. . And the meeting having taken these papers into 
consideration, resolved, that Messrs. James Ritchie, Alexander 
Oswald, Henry Riddel, and Robert Findlay, merchants in Glasgow, 
and William Fullarton, merchant in Greenock, be appointed a 
committee to prepare answers to said queries, and to r^)ort; of 
which committee the said Robert Findlay to be convener. 

(Signed) John Campbell, jun. Provost, 



Glasgow, 26th November, 1789. 
The committee, appointed as above, having this day met to con- 
sider the queries from the lords of the committee of privy council 
for trade and foreign plantations, to the merchants and ship owners 
of Glasgow, concerned ih the trade with the United States of 
America; and there being present Messrs. James Ritchie^ Alex* 
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ander Oswald, Henry Riddel^ and Robert Fmdlay^ sundry opi' 
nions were delivered upon the subjects of these queries ; and the 
said committee resolve to submit these different opinions to the 
consideration of the whole merchants and ship owners of Glas- 
gow, concerned in the trade to the United States of America, for 
their final decisicm, as to the answers to be returned by them to 
the lords of the committee of privy council for trade find foreign 
plantations. 

(Signed) Ro. Fmdiay, Convener. 



Glasgow, 10th Decernber, 1769. 
At a meeting, in the city hall, of the merchants and ship ownerf 
concerned in the trade to the United States of America, called by 
public advertisement, to receive the report of their committee, 
- appointed on the 27th October last, two reports were delivered to 
the meeting by said committee 5 which reports being read and 
considered, and the question being put, it was resolved by a ma- 
jority, that Ri^ort, No. I. hereto annexed, be approved of by this 
meeting, and transmitted accordingly by the lord provost to Wil- 
liam Fawkener> esq. secretary to the lords of the committee of 
privy council for trade and foreign plantations : — Resolved also, 
that Report, No. II. should likewise be transmittied by ^e lord 
provost to the said William Fawkener^ esq. that the lords of die 
cOnuoittee of privy council for, trade ^d foreign plantations may 
have an opportunitv pf jpfig^Qg of the different arguments made 
use of by the merchants and ship owners of this city upon the sub« 
ject of these qufsries. 

(Signed) Johp Campbell, jun. Provoetr 



REPORT r. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION L 

NO doubt the merchants, and ship owners of Great Britaitf^ 
who carried on trade to the iJnited States of America, have 
sustained a loss in proportion to the additi<xial duties of impost 
and tonnage, which were laid upon British ships, and goods im- 
ported in them, by the different American States, more than were 
laid upon American ships and goods imported therein. 

Hiese additional duties varied in the different States, and there- 
fore we cannot say with precision what may have been the loss 
upon the whole j but, in general, there was a difference of 14 to 
24 per cent, ef' Impost, in favour of goods iinported mto th« 
United States in American ships* 
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As to the Tonnage duty again, the variation was more coosi*. 
derate in many of the diflTerent States. 

In Fenm)dvania> the Tonnage Dnty on American ships was 
only about 4d, sterling — ob foreign ships in treaty, Bd, — on foreign 
ships not in treaty, 2i. Id, 

In Maryland, the Tonnage Duty on their own ships was 8d. 
•terling— on foreign ships in treaty, 1*.— on British ships, 3*. 6d. 
^and on other foreign ships not in treaty. Is. yd. 

In Virginia, the Tonnage Duty on American ships was about 
li. 3rf. sterling j and on British ships it was 4s. t5d. 

In New York again, the Tonnage buty on British ships was 
tic njore than 4rf. or 5d, and on their own ships we believe it was 
the same; though we are not certain as to thjs point. 

Upon the whole, however, we suppose that, upon an average of 
all the United States, British ships were subjected to a duty of 
28. to 2s. 6d, sterling per ton mote than American ships^ 
8ay2«, 3rf. 

As to the degree, therefore, that the merchants and ship owners . 
of British ships have suffered by the distinction of the duties of 
Impost and Tonnage against them in the United States, it caQ be 
only guessed at j but it may perhaps be nearly as follows : 

Si^pose 600 British ships annually employed in the 
trade to and from the United States — these may be 
estimated at 200 tpns burthen each, which is 
120,000 tons in all, and at 2s, 9d. per ton, is t £, 13,50Q 

Suppose again, that each of these British ships car- 
ried, at nn average, 2,000/. value of goods into the 
United States, this would be J, 200,000 value of 
j;oods, which, at 2 per cent, ^e average distinction 
pf the impost U - r r v jC. 24^000 

Jn aU X. 37,500 



XJpon this estimate, thei^fbre, the annu^ loss to the merchants 
and ship owners of Great Britain, previous to the late Impost and 
Tonnage Acts of Congress, w^s 37,500/. or ^i/. I o^. sterling upoi 
each ^tish ship on every vqyage tQ the ynited States. 

ANSWER TO QUESTIplSf H. 

BritiA ships will be upon a better footiiig under the late gene^ 
ral Impost and Tonnage Acts of Congress, than they have hitherto 
been upcm an average in the United States ; because the com- 
parative duties betwixt them and American ships are thereby 
reduced. 

For instance, the difference betwixt the Tonnage on American 
and British ships in the United States is now only 44 cents, of a 
di^iar, which may be reckoned 2*. sterling per ton 5 whereas for- 
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merly it was on an average about ^s. 3d, per ton, according to the 
estimate in the answer to the preceding question. Again*— The 
Impost duties on goods imported into the United States in all 
ships are now the same> only with this distinction in favour of 
those imported in American ships, that these have a discount of 
10 per cent, from the amount. These impost duties are various 
upon different articles 5 but upon an average of an assorted cargo, 
imported into the United States, will amount to from 6 to 74: per 
cent. — and therefore, from2-3ds to 3-4 ths per cent, against those , 
imported in British or other foreign ships. 

The total additional duties to be annually paid by British moi^ 
than by American ships, and on goods imported in the former, 
will therefore now stand as follows, according to the estipaate in 
the answer to the preceding <faery : 

On 120,000 tofas of British shipping, at 2f . per ton £. 12,C00 
On 1 ,200,000/. value of goods imported therein at ^ 
percent - - - - - /• 9>00O 

In all >C. 21,000 



The difference therefore in favour of British ships under the 
late Impost and Tonnage Laws of Congress is 1 6,000/. ster- 
ling per annum ; because it has been previously remarked, that, 
under the former laws of the particular States, they paid 37,000/. 
annually} whereas now, they will Only pay 21,000/. or 35 1, ster- 
ling on each ship on every voyage. Now this extra tax or duty 
upoti British ships in the United Slates is, in our opinion, fully 
counterbalanced by the advantages which British ships possess 
over American ships in other respects, 

ANSWER TO QUESTION III. 

The British shipping, notwithstanding all the disadvantages un- 
<ler which it has laboured in America, has hitherto certainly en- 
joyed a very lajrge share of the trade of the United States since 
the peace ; nor is there any just grounds for present appreliension, 
that now, when these disadvantages are lessened, they v ill not 
retain an equal share as formerly. It must be acknowledged, 
however, that an equalization of duties of impost and tonnage, to 
^e paid by American ships when they come into the ports of this 
country, would be just and right acc9rding to the law and cu^om 
of mutual reciprocity betwixt nations. — At same time, we arp 
more doubtful as to the policy or Expediency of at once enacting 
such p retaliating or equalizing law in this instance, at least at pre- 
sent.* — ^The trade to and from the United States is of very great 
importance to the navigation, to the ship owners, as well as to the 
mercantile interest of this country, by reason of the bulky com- 
modities which these States produce, and which of course em* 
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ploy, as we have already mentioned, many British ships In trans- 
porting them to a market. — Was an equalizing law, therefore, of 
impost and tonnage to be immediately passed in this country oa 
American ships, it is not improbable that, however contrary to the 
true interest of the United States, the American Congress would 
at its next subsequent meeting enact a law, not only to impose 
still heavier duties updn British ships and their cargoes, but also 
to make an invidious unfavourable distinction betwixt these and 
the shipping of other foreign nations, for which indeed there wat 
a large party, even in the late Congress, though by the firmness of 
the Senate it was at last over-ruled, and all foreign ships were put 
upon a footing. 

No doubt Great Britain could again follow up and equalizt^^ 
nor have die British merchants any reason t6 apprehend that the 
legislature of this country would not in all probability ultimately 
prevail 5 yet still this trial of strength or of skill would, in the 
mean time, cramp the trade betwixt this country and the United 
States, and be the cause of continuing or keeping alive that ani- 
mosity which has unhappily so long prevailed, and of preventing 
that return of harmony and good understanding, which would be 
so comfortable and so beneficial for both. — It might also have a 
tendency to divert the trade of the United States into other chan- 
nels nrwre than at present, fi-om whence it might not be so easily 
recovered. For all these reasons, we are of opinion, that it would 
at present be rather impolitic to enact an immediate law for 
equalizing the duties on American ships in this country with 
those now paid by British ships in the United States ; especially 
considering that American ships do in fact, in common with 
other foreign ships, pay about Is, gd. per ton in this country, for 
light houses and the Trinity-house, more than British ships pay. 

But tliough we are of opinion, that it would at present be rather 
impolitic to enact such an equalizing law, yet certainly these ex- 
tra impost and tonnage duties on British ships in America are a 
considerable grievance to the British merchants, while the Ame- 
rican ships pay no such extra duties in this country 5 and there- 
fore we would, with all submission, recommend it to the com- 
mittee of council for trade, to use their endeavours to have them 
removed by negotiation with the American Congress : this would 
be a more amicable mode, and in all probability more for the com- 
mercial interest of Great Britain, than by enacting an immediate 
retaliating law. If negotiation fails, it will then be time enough 
to bring forward such a measure -, and it is in the mean time pro- 
per to remark, that eveiy additional duty imposed upon American 
ships in the ports of Great Britain has a tendency most assuredly 
to induce the Americans, more than they now do, to carry their 
produce in their own ships to the ports of other countries, instead 
of bringing it into the ports of Great Britain ; and of course te 
prevent this country from being the dep6t of the bulky comriiodi- 
ties of the United States. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^ APPENDIX, (4.) W.V, 



ANSWER TO QUESTION IV. 

There is certainly no absolute security, fi-om the nature and cifr 
cumstances of the trade betwixt this country and the United 
States, that Congress will not encrease the tonnage or impost du? 
ties, or perhaps both, with the view of diminishing the Btiiisk 
ships now employed in that trade ; but as Congress can never be 
wild enough to conclude^ that it is fear, or any siaiilaf motive, 
nyhich. induces this country to acquiesce for the present in the late 
impost and tonnage duties, and as it is assuredly the interest of 
the people of the ynited States, especially of those in the soutAeru 
States^ to cultivate a connection with Great Britain, by enjoying 
fhe cre4its which its merchants give, and by eroployir^ its ship-r 
ping for their bulky cpipmodities, in rivalship to the Anoericaii 
(hips belonging to the northern or eastern States ; we say that^ 
for these reasons, wp dp not think it prpbable that a majority will 
be found in Congress tp increase the duties on British ships, so a< 
to drive them out of the trade, especially if the reconciliating 
jnode of negotiation is adopted, which is pointed out in the answer 
to the preceding question ; — But, at all events, if Congress should 
ever be so unwise as to impose duties with that view. Great B«r 
tarn will have it alwavs in her power to retaliate, by equalizing 
juch duties on American ships and ^eir cargoes in this ^untry, 
and thus soon check the ^vil. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION V. 

We do not know that Aniencan ships at present prefer carryr* 
ing tobacco and rice, or such produce of America, to other coun- 
tries rather than to Great Britain : but as these are bulky com- 
modities, and cannot support the expence of landing, agency, &c. 
in this country, and then reshipping and insuring them to the 
country of ultimate consumpt, and ^ it is not a very l^rge propor- 
tion of these American productions which Gre^t Britain apd Ire- 
land consume, it is for these reasons extremely natural tp trans- 
port them direct from America to the probable country of con- 
Bumpt J especially at a time when the British market has a suffi- 
ciency for its internal use, and when there is np encouragement 
in such a case from the British legislature to carry it to, and land 
it in, that market. — It is therefore a certain fact, that a greater 
proportion of the bulky produce of the United Staters goes direct 
from America to the ports of other countries tlian Great Britain ip 
American ships — jyid it will still continue so, unless some en- 
couraging measures are adopted for making the ports of Great 
Britain an emporium or dep6t for such bulky produce j becau!»e 
every merchant, where he legally can, will most, undoubtedly pur- 
sue his own interest ; and it is in general his interest at present 
to carry the produce oif the United States to the probable ports 
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of consumpt at once, instead of depositing it, in the first instance, 
in the ports of Great Britain. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION VI. 

For the very same reasons which aire set forth in the answer 
to the preceding question, it is most assuredly a fact, that even 
British ships carry a greater proportion of the bulky produce of 
Anaerica, directly from thence to the ports of other countries than 
Great Britain, and which their owners or freighters think may 
be ultimately the ports of consumpt 5 —perhaps, fully S-Sds of the 
whole bulky produce of America, which falls to the share of 
British ships, may be in this manner transported to the ports of 
other countries. If this was not done, the British merchants 
xxHild not pretend to compete, either with the merchants of Ame- 
rica, or with those of other foreign countries, in the sale of those 
bulky articles at such ultimate ports of consumpt. — This necessity 
of sending British ships to foreign ports, instead of bringing them 
into Great &itain, is much regretted by every merchant in the 
trader but if he did not, he must, for the reasons above-men- 
tioned, relinquish the business altogether — ^The bulky article of 
tobacco alone from the United States, employs annually from 200 
to jL50 ships of all nations, of which, at least, tbree-fourtlis are 
British: and well do we remember, that, before the unhappy 
Ai3ierican war, the merchant, who imported tobacco into Great 
Britain, although he could not then legally carry it in the first in- 
stance any where else, had an allowance of lOlbs. of tobacco per 
hogshead /ree^rfw/j^, and had also an allowance of a halfpenny per 
lb. for all damaged tobacco cut off at the king's scale and 
burnt : — the master of the ship likewise had a small allow- 
atice in name of portage bill, provided he made a fkithful report 
of his cargo. These allowances were a considerable assistance 
to the merchant, by enabling him to transport his tobacco at a 
small additional expence to any foreign market 3 and such trans* 
portation gave employment to a multitude of coasting vessels and 
their seamen 5 but, unhappily, these encouragements are now 
"wrliolly withdrawn, even although there does not now exist any 
necessity of bringing this article in the first instance to Great Bri- 
tain. The consequence is, of course, that it goes directiy to the 
probable port of consumpt, and there the ship is again fitted out,^ 
the seamen's wages expended, both amounting to not less upon an 
average than 4 to 500/. on every voyage, and all the duties on 
cordage, sailcloth, wine, spirits, beer, candles, &c. in such outfit; 
and expenditure, not only lost to the revenue of this country, but 
also the circulation of the whole money, and the employment of 
tradesmen in the above articles, are lost t6 one or other of the sea 
ports of Great Britain 3 and probably, likewise, many of the sea- ' 
men themselves, who, by habitually navigating from one foreign 
maaatxy toanother> lose their natural attachment to Great Britain, 
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REPORT IT: of the Metrhants and Ship Ocvpers </ Glasgow, in 
Anstver to the foregoing 2uestiom. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION I. 

THE commerce and shipping interest of this country have cer-- 
tainly suiFered by the distinctions that4iave been hitherto made by 
the different legislatures of tlie States of America, in the duties im- 
posed by them on British and ibreign goods, to the extent of the 
difference of the duties when imported in British or American 
ships ; that is to say, the importers of goods in British sbip& must 
sell their goods so much cheaper 5 and it is obyious, that the 
importers will prefer American to British ships.— The difference ' 
of those duties have been different in the different States j but, 
on an average, they may be supposed equal to two per cent, on 
the first cost of the goods. — In the same manner, the Ameriean 
ships have been enabled to serve for less freight, or which is the 
same thing, to gain more than the Britisli ships by the differ- 
ence of the tonnage duties, all other circumstances being supposed 
equal. — ^This difference in the tonnage duties has also been very 
different in the different States 5 but, on an average, may be sup- 
posed equal to two shillii^s and three pence per ton. — It is sup- 
posed there are 600 British ships, on an average, of 200 tons bur- 
then, employed in carrying the produce of the United States to 
the West Indies, to our colonies in North America, to Britain, and 
to all the ports in Europe, But to illustrate what has been said 
in the case of a British ship of 200 tons burthen trading to tbe 
States of Virginia and Maryland^ and carrying their produce to 
Britain, and making three voyages in two years, which is equal 
to one and a half voyage in one year, and supposing every voyage 
she carries out £2,000 sterling value of goods, the yearly dis- 
advantage of a British ship, compared with that of an American 
ship, will stand as follows : 

gifference of duty on 200 tons, at 2s. 3d. is - 22 10 O 

itto ditto on ;£2,000 sterling, at 2 per cent, 

as above^ is - -'- - - - 400O 



£.62 10 a 
Add one half for the half-yearly voyage - - 31 5 O 

Total difference ^93 15 o 



between a British and an American ship, and which is equal to 
(>J per cent, per annum on a ship suj^sed worth £1500 sterling. 
Such has been the state of the trade between Britaui and America 
since the peace, until the late regulations of Congress. — It has. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



N*VI. APPENDIX, (A.) xvii 

proved a very great encouragement to American shipfnng, and an 
equal discouragement to British. The number of American ships 
have increased^ and are increasing — Many of them' built in 
America by means of British capitals^ and owned by British mer- ' 
chants^ but navigated by American seamen. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION 11. 

The commerce and navigation of this country will not be on a 
worse footing under the general duties lately imposed by Congress, 
but, on the contrary, will be on a better footing ; because those 
duties are in most of the states considerably less than they were> 
foFmerly. — ^The difference of the tonnage duty being now only 
two shillings per ton, and the duty on goods about 74 per cent, on 
the value, from which American ships have a discount of 10 per 
cent equal to ^ per cent, on the value of the goods : — So that now 
the disadvantage that a British ship of 200 tons, making direevoy«' 
ages in two years, and carrying the same value of goods, as sup- 
posed in the preceding answer, will stand as follows : 

Difference of duty on a ship of 200 tons, at 28. per ton 20 
Ditto ditto on £2,000 sterling value of goods, 

at I per cent. - - - - - - 15 00 

35 O 

Add one half for the half-yedrly voyage - - 1 7 10 

Total £52 Ip 



Yearly difference between a British and an American ship, and 
which is equal to 3 ♦ per cent, per annum on ^1,5C0, the supr 
posed worth of the ship as above j this is a difference, though 
gready lower than the duties formerly imposed by the different 
States, which will in time give a decided ^uperionty to the Ame-^: 
rican shipping; and it has been found by experience since the 
peace, liiat the shipping, employed in the trade to the United 
States, has been a very bare, if not an unprofitable, trade. — ^There 
are other circumstances, which will contribvie to the decay qf our 
carri/ing trade, and the diminution of cAir merchants, ships, and 
seamen, and 6f consequence to the naval power of Great Britain, 
"-Such as these J 1st. Before the unhappy war with America, 
ships built in America were held as British ships, and great num- 
bers of ships were built there by the British merchants, rather 
than in Britain, because they were much cheaper 5 and it is 
believed it will be allowed, that, after long experience and prac- 
tice, the British merchants in general may be supposed to under- 
stand their true interest. — Now they are restricted to build in 
Britain alone 5 and it hough it must be allowed that a British ship 
will last longer, she is much dearer. — 2dly. British ships are sub- 

[C] 
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jeotdd to a bejEiVj dnty on hetap, and %o duties mi iton, timber, 
fRtcb, and tar, employed in ship-boildibg, far exceeding tftose in 
othei' parts qf Mutope and in. America; for instance, the duty on 
hen^ imporfed iitto Britslin is /3 : 13 : 4 sterling per ton : In Amte- 
rica, five shillings sterling per ton, to take piace in May I790l 
(Bven though she grows, and will in time be capable of raising, 
excellent hemp ! It is true, similar duties were imposed before 
thp American war 5 but our situation then in the American 
trade was dif^ent from what Jt is now — Britain had a monopoly 
of the American trade^-^fce must rioi*' compete, not only ^ith 
Amesrictt, bpt aU Erarope.-^^-i-^These ofcstt-yations are throwri out 
foF tke itx)Dsklerat|0ii ot GoTerhment 

ANSWER to QUESTION lit 

If ii •lK>Qld be tbought proper to subject goods brought in Axncf 
irioan ships to thai dcjtties payable generally On goods brought iti 
foreign ship9> and ^o to equalize &e tonnage duties, h will be a 
(discouragement to American shipping, and an encouragement to 
British shipping, to the extent of the present diftrence of the duty 5 
and such measures will not prevent the same quantity of Anqteri- 
pan produce being brought into this country — more will be 
brought in British ships — less in American ships. — — Since tlEie 
unhappy separation of America from Britain, our share of the to- 
bi^cp<y trade must necessarily be.cpnfined to what is wanted for tk© 
consumption of Britain and Ireland, or for the supply of the ports 
pf tli^ Baltic, who cannot afford to be direct importers, — the to- 
blaccb wanted by France, Holland, and the ports of Germany, will 
generally be sent directly to these ports, their consumption being 
e^ual to ibout two thirds of the whole tobacco of the growth of 
America. — The consumption of rice in Britain must be incon- 
siderable s But Britain will import tar, pitch, turpentine, lumber, 
^o. equal to her oonsumption and no more ; — ^Wheat and flout 
will also be imported, when our ports are open. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION IV, 

* 

There is 00 security, that Congress will not be encouraged to 
Increase the duties on Brittsh and other foreign ships. — ^It is pro- 
bable that they will increase these duties as their shipping in-r 
crease^ and British capitals can be easily transported to America 
for that purpose.— Foreigiiers hayano title, to complain of wh^t 
Congress have done or may do in this respect — they may equali:!^, 
if they think proper.— O/i^e-^* have, in this instance, acted with 
true political tOisdom, and on soimd principles of rtavigation-laws^ 
and they xi'ill not be disposed to alter so wise a system. 
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ANSWER TO QUESTIONS V. AND VL 

Both British and Atnefican ships prefer Carrying the produce of 
America, particularly tobacco and rice, to theports of other coun- 
tries, ntfaer than to tl^p^ of G^atBritain and Ireland, excet>tihgso 
% Hji tQbficc;o aw4 rfc^ k wf pte?!. for the icoeautjaption of Britain 
and Ireland, because it will cost fifteen tp twenty shillings OQ every 
hdg^ead of tobacco which shall be sent from Britain to France, 
Ho^and or Genaany, for the consuit^ption of those countries ; and 
tkerefi^re tho tojl^^^o aq^ ri9^» wonted by foreign countries, will 
generally be sent directly frppj Apcierica to the po^ntries of <Jo;i- 
sumption. Merchants are guided W their interest^ and, in a fair 
ttd lawful trade, wh«i th^ consult their interest, they best con- 
^ tfapt of tte p^ftc. An Anatifrican iperohant doss not purdiAse 
Britisl? minufacturesj naerely because they are British, but on ac- 
count they are better suited to the- taste and fashion of Anierica, 
and are better in quality, and cheaper. — On the other hand, he 
does not dislike the manufactures of France, merel/ beoa^ they 
are French, but on account of their b^ipg worse in quality and 
dearer, and less suited to the taste and fashion of America. 

It is ytiy true, that since the pea^, more tobacco ha? beto ict)- 
por<^ into ]^ritain than was necessary for the consumptiofi qi 
Britain and Ireland : This has probably ^sen from former han>it8, 
aad from an allowance of ten pounds of tobacco free 6f duty on 
eveiy hogshead of tobacco, which was equal, at the present duties^ 
totwdve shillings and six-pence sterling per hogshead ; and wh.icA 
was ^ bounty granted when it was unnecessary, perhaps knpropet, 
and has been withdrawn about four years ago : — But it is probable^ 
that the importation into Britain will be diminished nearly to the 
extent of the British and Irish consumption, and what may be 
wanted for the ports in the Baltic, who cannot dSotA %<^ h% 
direct importers. 

It is obvious, that a merchant, who imports tobacco into Britab^ 
and afterwards sends it to Holland, cannot carry on that trade in 
competition with a merchant who sends tobacco directly from 
Anierica to Holland, because it will cost from fifteen to twenty 
tbiHtngs per hogshead, as has been already stsLted, in landing and 
Te-shipping charges, fi^eight, and insurance to Holland. 
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last of such vessels (and the respective tODnage of each denomioa-* 
tion) as entered the port of Philadelphia from the 1st day of 

, September, 1772, to the 1st day of September, 1775, distin- 
guishing each year, and also distinguishing those which were 
owned in Great Britain, Irdand, and such parts of the British 
dominions as are not now comprehended within the United 
States (No. I.) 5 those which were owned in the pent of Phila- 
delphia alone (No. II.) ; and those which were owned in the 
thirteen colonies which now compose the United States of 
America (No. III.) 



1772 to 1773. 

No. Tons. 

23 Ships 8^08 

SO Brigantines.. 2,925 

4 Snows S70 

22 Sloops 1,043 

18 Schooners .. 822 



No. I. BRITISH. 
1773 to 1774. 

No. Tons. 

28 Ships 4,304 

33 Brigantines . . 2,853 

12 Snows 1,846 

24 Sloops 1,142 

22 Schooners .... 962 



■ 97 



8,666 



119 



10,507 



1774 to 1775. 

Na Tons. 

35 Ships 5,590 

33 Brigantines.. 3,170 

7 Snows 730 

22 Sloops 1,006 

17 Schoolers .. 842 

114 11,338 



No. II. PHILADELPHIA. 



- 1772 to 1773. 

No. < Tons. 

109 Ships...... 16,385 

140 Brigantines 12,148 

* 25 Show 2,902 

39 Stocks .... 1,806 

63 Schooners.. 3,226 



376 



36,467 



1773 to 1774. 

No. Tons. 

116 Ships 17,569 

176 Brigantines 15,749 

18 Snows .... 2,092 

42 Sloops .... 1,644 

54 Schoolers . . 2,959 



.406 



40,213 



1774 to 1775. 

No. Tont. 

146 Ships 23,406 

205 Brigantiaes 17,802 

17 Snows .... 1,972 

36 Saoops .... 1,844 

35 Schooners.. 1,8S4 



439 



46,851 



No. III. AMERICA. 



1772 to 1773 

No. Tons. 

5 Ships 700 

46 Brigantines,, 3,856 

J Snow 160 

139 Sloops 6,503 



274 



15,118 



1773 to 1774. 

No. Tons. 

6 Ships 860 

28 Brigantines.. 2,224 



135 Sloops...... 5,876 



80 Schooners .. 8,899 81 Schooners .. 3,962 



250 



12,922 



1774 to 1775. 

NO. T0O8. 

7 Ships 9031 

30 Brigantines.. 2,576 

1 Snow 80 

130 Sloops...... 5,843 

78 Schooners •• 4,025 

246 13,42* 
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A Table shewing what propordon thp tonnage of Great Britaih em* 
ployed out of the port of Philadelphia bore to the tonnage em- 
ployed out of that port, and owned therein, upon an average of 
diree years antecedent to the war j and what proportion the 
tonnage of Great Britain so employed then bore to the tonnage 
of Philadelphia, united with the tonnage of the other twelve 
American colonies so employed. 

SJiewing also, what proportion the British tonnage now employed 
in the trade of Philadelphia bears to the tonnage of all the 
United States employed out of that port, upon an average of the 
last two years. 

1773. ■ 1774. 1775. ' Total. 

Tons. Twis. Tons. Tons. 

British 8,668 .10,507 11,333 90,508 

Philadelplua 36,467 40,213 46,858 183,538 

American 15,118 12,922 13,426 41,466 

Philadelphia and Ame- 
rica combined .... 51,583 53,135 60,284 165,004 

By the foregoing table it appears, that the tonnage of Great 
Britain employed out of the port of Philadelphia in the above 
years was not equal to l-4th part of the tonnage employed out of 
and owned in the port of Philadelphia ; and that the tonnage of 
Great Britain then so employed, bore only a prc^rtion as 2 does 
to 11 to the tonnage of Philadelphia and the other twelve colonies 
combined so employed. 





1788. 


1789. 


Total. 




Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


British 


23,004 


29,372 


52,376 


American - 


28,Oi8 


37,728 


65,756 



By the above table it appears; that the tonnage of Great Britain' 
employed out of the port of Philadelphia in the years 1788 and 
1789, amounted to within 1-5 th part of the tonnage of all the 
thirteen United States combined so employed. 
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xxi» APPENDIX, (C.) 



(c.) 

An Act for laying a Duty an Goods, Wares, and Merchan- 
dizes imported into the UNITED STATES. 

[Repealed by Bess. 2. ch. 39- New Duties to commence i Jan. 1791] 

Section i . Whereas it is necessai)' for the support of Govern- 
ment, for the discharge of the debts of the United States, and 
the encouragement and protection of manufactures, that duties 
be laid on goods, wares, and merchandizes imported. 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representa* 
TIVES of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
from and after the first day of August next ensuing, the several 
duties herein after mentioned shall be laid on the following goods^ 
wares, and merchandizes imported into the United States, from 
any foreign port or place, that is to say ; 

On all distilled spirits of Jamaica proof, imported from any king- • 

dom or country v^hatsoever . . per gallon, ten cents. 
On all otBer distilled spirits . . per gallon, eight cents. 
On molasses . . • per gallon, two and a half cents. 
On Madeira wine . . . per gallon, eighteen cents. 
On all other wines • . . . per gallon, ten cents. 
On every gallon of beer, ale, or porter in cask^ . five cents. 
On all cyder, beer, ale, or porter in bottles per dozen, five cents. 

On malt per bushel, ten cents. 

^ On brown sugars . . . . per pound, one cent. 

On loaf sugars . . . .* per pound, three cents. 

On all other sugars . . per pound, one and a half cents. 
On coffee . . . per pound, two and a half cents. 

On cocoa " per pound, one cent. 

On all candles of tallow . . . per pound, t^'o cents. 
On all candles of wax or spermaceti . per pound, six cents. 
On cheese . . . . . per pound, four cents. 

On soap per pound, two cents. 

On boots per pair, Hfty cents. 

On all shoes, slippers, or goloshes, made of 

leather ..... per pair, seven cents. 

On all shoes or slippers made of silk or stuff per pair, ten cents. 
On cables, for every one hundred and tweh e 

pounds . . . '. . . seventy- five cents. 
On tarred cordage, for every one hundred and 

twelve pounds .... seventy-five cents. 

On untarred ditto, and yam, for every one 

hundred and twelve pounds . . . ninety cents. 
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On twine or packthread, for every one hun- 
dred and twelve pounds . • two hundred cents. 

On all steel unwrought, for every one • hun- 
dred and twelve pounds . . • fifty-six cents. 

On all nails and spikes . . . per pound, one cent. 

On salt per bushel, six cents. 

Oh manufactured tobacco , . per pound, six cents. 

On snuff, per pound, ten cents. 

On indigo per pound, sixteen cents. 

Oh wool and cotton cards . . . per dozen, fifty cents. 

On coal ... . . . per bushel, two cents. 

On pickled fish . . • per barrel, seventy-five cents. 

On dried fish, .... per quintal, fiAy cents* 

On all teas imported fi-om China or India in ships buik in the United ' 
States, and belonging to a citizen or citizens thereof, or in ships or 
vessels built in foreign countries, and on the sixteenth day of 
May last wholly the property of a citizen or citizens of the 
United States, and so continuing until the time of importation^ 
as follows : > 

Onboheatea . . . . . per pound, six cents. 

On all souchong, or other black teas, per pound, ten cents. 

On all hyson teas . , . per pound, twenty cents. 

On all other green teas . . per pound, twelve cents. 

On all teas imported from Europe in ships or vessels built in the 
United States, and belonging wholly to a citizen or citizens 
thereof, of in ships or vessels built in foreign countries, and on 
the sixteenth day of May last wholly the property of a citizai 
or citizens of the United States, and so continuing until the time 
of importation, as f<dlows : 

On bohea tea . , . . per pound, eight centsi. 

On all souchong, or other black teas ^r pound, thirteen cents. 
On all hyson teas . « . per pound, twenty-six cents. 
-On all other green teas . .per pound, sixteen cents. 

On all teas imported in any other manner than as abovementioned> 
as follows : 

On bohea tea. . . , . per pound, fifteen cents. 
On all souchong, or other black teas per pound, twenty-two cents. 
On all hyspn teas . , .per pouiid, forty-five cents. 
On all other green teas . per pound, twenty-seven cents. 

On all goods, wares and merchandizes, other than teas, imported 

from China, or India, in ships not built in the United States, 

and not wholly the property of a citizen or citizens thereof, 

\>x in vessels built in foreign countries, and on the sixteenth 

day of May last wholly the property <rfa citizen or citizens of 
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the United States, and so continuing tintil the time c^ import* 
ation^ twelve and a half per centum ad valorem. 

On all looking-glasses^ window and other glass (except black' 

quart botues) . . . • . • • 
On all China^ stone and earthem ware 
On gun^powder ....... I 

On all paints ground in oil . . . , . ' 

On shoe and knee-buckles . . • 

On gold and silver lace, and 

On gold and silver leaf ,....., 

Qn all blank books 

On all writing, printing, or wrapping paper^ paper hangings, 

and pasteboard •««•*.. 

On all cabinet wares 

On all buttons , 

On all saddles 

On all gloves of leather ...... 

On all hats of beaver, fur, wool, or mixture of either 
On all millinery readj made . . . . < 

On all castings of iron, and upon slit and rolled iron 

Op all leather tanned or tawed, and all manufacture of leather, 

except such as shall be otherwise rated . * • 
On canes, walking-sticks and whips .... 
On clothing ready made ...... 

On all brushes 

On gjold, silver and plated ware, and on jewellery and paste 

work . 

On anchors, and on all wrought tin and pewter ware 

On Ikying cards . . . . per pack^ ten cents. 

On every coach, chariot, or other "J 

four-wheel carriage and on eveiy i ^^ ,^^ ^ y^,^ 

chaise, solo, or other two-wheel V ^ 

carriage, or parts thereof . ^ 

On all other goods, ivares and merchandize, five per centum on 
the value thereof, at the time and place of importation, except ^ 
follows: 8alt-petre, tin in pigs, tin-plates, lead, old pewter, brass, 
iron and brass wire, copper in plates, wool, cotton, dying weods 
imd dying druj^s, r^w hid^s, beaver, and all other fhrs^ and deer 
»kin», 

Sbc, % And be U further enacted! hy the authority qfcnsaii, 
Th^t firom and after the first day of December which shall be ia 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety, there shall be 
Jaid a duty on every (me hundred and twelve pounds weight oi 
)iemp imported as aforesiik^ of sixtTcentti antl on cottppjper pound 
thr<^^ ^nts, 

gsp. 3, A$4 he t| ^nactei hy ihc authantf ^mnd^^ TM 

Digitized by Vj'OOQ IC 



APPENDIX, (C.) xxvii 

all the (luties paid, or secured to be paid upon any of the goods^ 
wares, and merchandizes as aforesaid, except on distilled spirits, 
other than brandy and geneva, shall be returned c«: discharged 
upon such of the said goods, wares or merchandizes, as shall within 
twelve months after payment made, or security given, be exported 
tp any country, without the limits of the United States, as settled 
by the late treaty of peace ; except one per centum on the amount 
of the said duties, in consideration of the expence which shall have 
aoorued by tihe entry and safe-keying thereof. 

Sec. 4. And be it enacted by the authot^ity qforesaid^ 
*rhat there shall be allowed and paid on every quintal of dried, and 
on every barrd of pickled, fish, of the fisheries of the United States, 
aod on every barrel of salted provision of the United States, ex- 
ported to any country without the limits there<^> in lieu of a 
drawback of the duties imposed on the importation of the salt em- 
ployed and expended therein, viz. 

On every quintal of dried fish . . . • five cents. 
On every barrel of pickled fish, . * . five cents. 

On every bairel of salted provision . . . five cents. 

Sec. 5» And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. 
That a discount of ten per cent, on all the duties imposed by this 
act shall be allowed on such goods, wares and merchandizes as 
shall be imported in vessels built in the United States, and which 
sSidl be wholly the property of a citizen or citizens thereof, or 
in vessels built in foreign countries, and on the sixteenth day of 
May last wholly the property of a citizen or citizens of the United 
States, and so continuing until the time of importation. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted by the authority cforesaid. 
That this act shall continue and be in force until the first day of 
June which shall be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-six, and from thence until the end of the next* 
sacceeding session of congress, which shall be held thereafter, and 
no longer. 

FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG, 

Speaker of the Home of Representatives, 

JOHN ADAMS, Vice Pi^esident cf the Uniud States; 
and President of the Senate, 

Approved, June i, 1789. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Ptesident of the United S(at^. 
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An Act making further Provision for the Payment qf th€ 
Debts <)f /A<? United States. 

WHEREAS, by an act, intituled, '^ An act for laying a duty on 
goods, wares and merchandizes imported into the United States^" 
divers duties were laid on goods, wares and merchandize so im-* 
ported, for the discharge of the debts of the United States, and the 
encouragement and protection of manufactures : and whereas the 
support of government and the discharge of the said debts raider 
it necessary to encrease the said duties : 

Se(?. I. Be it enacted by the, SENATE and House of Kepre- 
SEN TAT IVES of the United States of America in Congress as^ 
semhlcd, That from and after the last day of December next, the 
duties specified and laid in and by the act af6resaid, shall cease, 
and determine ; and that upon afl goods, wares and merchandize 
(not herein particularly excepted) which after the said day shall be 
brought into the United States, from any foreign port or place, there 
shall be levied, collected and paid the several and respective duties 
following, that is to say : Madeira wine of the. quality of London 
particular, per gallon, thirty-five cents 5 other Madeira wine, per 
gallon, thirty cents ; Sherry wine, per gallon, twenty-five cents j 
other wines, per gallon, twenty cents ; distilled spirits, if moro 
than ten per cent, below proof, according to Dycas's hydrometer,; 
per gallon, twelve cents j if more than five, and not more than 
ten per cent, below proo^ according to the same hydrometer, per- 
gallon, twelve and an half cents 5 if of proof, and not more than 
five per cent, below proof, according to the same hydrometer, per 
gallon, thirteen cents 3 if above proof, but not exceeding twenty 
per cent, according to the same hydrometer, per gallon, fifteen 
cents ; if ,of more than twenty and not more than forty per cent, 
above proof, according to the same hydrometer, per gallon, twenty 
cents ', if of more than forty per cent, above proof, according to 
the same hydrometer, per gallon, twenty-five cents j molasses, per 
gallon, three cents j beer, ale and porter in casks, per gallon, hv^ 
cents 5 beer, ale and porter in bottles, per dozen, twenty cents. 
Teas from China and India, in ships or vessels of the United 
^ates, bohea, per pound, ten cents ; souchong and other black 
~ teas, per pound, eighteen cents; hyson, per pound, thirty- two 
cents; other green teas, per pound, twenty cents; teas from 
Europe, in ships or vessels of the United States; bohea, per 
pound, twelve cents ; souchong and other black teas, per pound, 
twenty-one cents ; hyson per pound, forty cents ; other green teas, 
per pou»d^ twenty-foer eents : teas from any other place, or in any 
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O&er ships or vessels, bohea per pound, fifteen cents ; souchong and 
other black teas per pounds twenty^seven cents -, hyson per pound, 
fifty cents | other green teas per pounds thirty cents $ coff6e per 
|M)und> four cents; cocoa per pound, one cent; loaf sugar per 
|x)und, five cents 5 bjx)wn sugar per pound, one and an half cent ; 
other sugar per pound, two and an half cents; candles of tallow per 
pound, two cents ; candles of wax or spermaceti per pound, six 
cents; cheese per pound, four cents j soap per pound, two c€^nt8| ' 
p^per per pound, six cents; pimento per pound, four cents; 
manufiictured tobacco per pound, six cents; snuiF per pound, terk 
cents; indigo per pound, twenty-five cents; cotton per pbundp 
three cents; nails and spikes per pound, one cent; barr and othd 
lead per pound, one cent; steel unwrought per one hundred ani 
twelve pounds,- seventy-five cents; hemp per one hundred and 
twelve pounds, fifty-four cents; cables per one hundred and 
twelve pounds, one hundred cents; tarred cordage per one hun- 
dred and twelve pounds, one hundred cents; untarred cordagpe and 
yam per one hundred and twelve pounds, one hundred and fifty 
tents ; twine and packthread per one hundred and twelve pounds, 
^ree hundred cents; salt per bushel, twelve cents; noalt per 
buslijl, ten cents; coal per bushel, three cents; boots per pair, 
fifty cents ; shoes, slippers and gcdoshoes, made of leather, per 
pair, seven cents; shoes and slippers made of silk or stuff, per 
pair, ten cents; wool and cotton cards, per dozen, Rfiy cents; 
playing cards, per pack, ten cents; all china ware, looking glasses, 
window and other glass, and all manufactures of glass (black 
quart botdes excepted), twelve and an half per centum ad valorem; 
marble, slate and other stones, bricks, tiles, cables, mortars and 
other utensils of marble or slate, and generally all stone and 
earthen ware, blank books, writing paper, and wrapping paper, 
paper hangings, paste-boards, parchment and vellum, pictures and 
prints, painters colours^, including lampblack, except those com- 
monly used in dying, gold, silver and plated ware, gold and silver 
lace, jewellery and paste work, clocks and watches, shoe and knee 
buckles, grocery (except the articles before enumerated), nanpely, 
cinnamon, cloves, mace, nutmegs, ginger, aniseed, currants, 
dates, figs, plums, prunes, raisins, sugar-candy, oranges, lemons, 
limes, and generally, all fruits and comfits, olives, capers and 
pickles of every sort, oil, gunpowder, mustard in flour, ten per 
centum ad valorem ; cabinet-wares, buttons, saddles, gloves of 
leather, hats of beaver, felt, wool, or a mixture of any of them^ 
millinery ready made, castings of iron, and slit and rolled iron, 
leather tanned or tawed, and all manufactures of which leather is 
the article of chief value, except such as are herein otherwise rated, 
canes, walking-sticks and whips, clothing ready made, brushes, 
anchors, all wares of tin, pewter, or copper, all or any of them, me- 
dicinal drugs, except those commonly used in dying, carpets and 
carpeting, all vdvets, velverets, satins and other wrought silks, 
cambrics, muslins, muslinets, lawnsi laces, gauzes, chintzes, and 
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colocired csikoa, and nankfifnw^ seven and an lialf per centtlm ad 
T^orem. All goods^ waies and merchandbEe imported durecdj foni 
Cbina or India ki sUpa or Tess^ not of the United States, teas ex* 
^epted, twelfie and an half per centom ad taiovem. All coadiesi 
duHriots^ phaekms, ohaiaes^ chairs, sdos or other earriages, of 
parts of cairiaget, ifiteen and an half per oentum ad valorem ; and 
6ve per ceninm ad raloiem upon all olber goods, wares and mer* 
diandize, except boUion, tin in pigs, tin ph^, M pewter, brass, 
latanag, iron and brass wire, copper in jAates, salt petre, 
plaster of Paris, wool, dying woods, and dying drugs, raw hides 
smd skins, undressed furs of every kind, the sea-stores of ships or 
vessels, the clothes, bodes, household fiaraitore> and the tods or 
implements of the trade or profession of persons who come to re- 
aide in the United States, philosophical apparatus speciaXLy im^ 
ported for any seminary of learmng, all goods btended to be re- 
exported to a foreign port or place, in the same ship or vessel in 
which they shall be imported, and generally > all articles of the 
iprowth, product or mannfactnres of the United States. 

Sec. 2. ^nd be it further enacted. That an addition of ten per 
centum shall be made to the several rates of duties above specified 
and imposed, in respect to all goods, wares and merchandize, 
which, after the said last day of December next, shall be imported 
in ships or vessels not of the United States, except in the cases in 
which an additional duty is herein before specially bid on any 
^oods, wares or merchandizes, which shall be imported in such 
ships or vessels. 

Sec. 3. Md be it furtha- enacted 9 That all duties which shall |)e 
paid or secured to be paid by virtue of this act, shall be returned 
or discharged in respect to all such goods, wares or merchandize, 
wliereupon they shall have been so paid, or secured to b: paid, aa 
within twelve calendar months after payment made or security 
given, shall be exported to any foreign port or place, except one 
per centum on the amount of the said duties, which shall be 
retained as an indemnification for whatever expence may have ac- 
crued concerning the same. 

6^c, 4. And be it fwrdier enacted. That there shall be allowed 
and paid on dried and pickled fish, of the fisheries of the United 
States, and on other provisions salted within the said States, 
which after the said last day of December next shall be exported 
therefi-om to any foreign port or place, in lieu of a drawback of 
the duty on the salt which shdl have been expended thereupon, 
according to the following rates, namely, dried fish per quintal, 
t&n cents, pickled fish and other salted provisions, per barrel, ten 
cents. , 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted. That where duties by this 
act are imposed, or drawbacks allowed on mf sfm&c q^ianti^ of 
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goods^ wares and merchandize^ the same shall be deemed to apply 
In proportion to any quantity^ more or less, than such specific 
quantity. 

Sec. 0. Jnd be it further enacted. That all the duties which by 
virtue of the act intituled, ^' An act for laying a duty on goods, 
wares and merchandizes imported into the United States," accrued 
between the time specified m the said act for the commencement 
of the said duties, and the respective times when the collector^ 
ente/ed upon the duties of their respective offices in the several 
districts, be, and they are hereby remitted and discharged, and 
that in any case in which they may have been paid to the United 
States, restitution thereof shall be made. 

Sec 7. '^^ be it further enacted. That the several duties imposed 
by this act shall continue to be collected and paid, until the jdebta 
and purposes, for which they are pledged and appropriated, shall 
be folly discharged. Provided, that nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to prevent the legislature of the United States 
fi'om substituting other duties or taxes of equal value to any or all 
of the said duties and imposts. 

FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

JOHN ADAMS, Vice-President qf tlte United Stgtes, 
and Pi^esident qf the Senate. 

Approved, August the tenth, 1790. 
GJEORGE WASHINGTON, President qf the United States. 
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4 Letter from an Officer of Rank in the Army, to one of hii 
• Majesty's Ministers of State respecting Louisiana. 



SIR, C— !. Street, . May 21, 1794* 

X BEG leave to submit to your atle consideration a measure 
that might probably be accomplished without much 4ifficulty, 
and would prove of infinite utility to several of the BritisH 
colonies in the West Indies 5 tend greatly to secure against 
any danger from the United States the remaining British 
provinces in North America ; and considerably extend the 
navigation and commerce of this country. 

If all or any of these ends could be ol^tained, I hope the 
matter will not be deemed unworthy of the honour of your 
notice, although it be not suggested from a morp respectable 
source. 

What I allude to, sir, is this ; that on a peace and general 
arrangement of the present extensive troubles^ the cession 
of the island of New Orleans, with all, or a part of, West 
Florida, and as much of the territory bordering on the 
fijissisippi as should be judged necessary, might be obtained 
by this country from the court of Spain ; in which 
event the above-mentioned advantages would consequently 
follow. 

|n the present state of that country, sjl the West India 

[E] 
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islands coitI4 be plentifully supplied from th^ Missisippi 
with every species of lumber, at cheaper price, lower ex- 
pence of freight, and with Jess risk of capture in time of 
war, or in the navigation at all times, than from any ether 
country whatsoever : besides which (now that the call must 
be greater than heretofore) it is to be observed, that lumber, 
in the provinces on the Atlantic, is daily becoming scarce, 
and is in some places exhausted: whereas, along the inunense 
extent of the Missisippi and Missouri rivers, and the many 
great rivers that fall into them, that article is inexhaustible, 
and may almost be said to be indiminishsble. 

That country would also, in a little time, be able to sup? 
ply the West Indies with abundance of many articles of 
provisions ; particularly with rice, flour, all sorts of grain, 
roots, butter, cheese, &c. .Louisiana would likewise supply 
vast numbers of horses fit for that climate, as the country 
abounds with them at this day, and they are multiplying 
rapidly. The herds of black cattle are still more numerous ; 
but as every article intended for foreign consumption, from 
the American settlements on the Ohio, and the other rivers, 
discharging thiemselves into the Missisippi, can only be ex-? 
ported by the mouth of this latter river, they Qiay in some 
degree be considered as the produce of Louisiana itself. 

Besides the foregoing advantages which would result to 
the West India colonies from the nature of the produce 
and the proximity of the settlement, if it could be added to 
^e British empire, the mother country would receive the 
greatest benefit. 

When it is considered, that from the furthest distance up 
the Missouri river, Whither our Indian traders from Canada 
at present resort, to the naouth of the Missisippi (an extent 
of above three thousand miles), there is an unfathomable sind 
uninterrupted channel ; and that both the banks are of a 
fertility surpassing the most exaggerated accounts of those 
of the Nile, and capable of yielding every production of both 
hemispheres 5 and when we further reflect on the many 
great rivers which discharge themselves into the Missisippi, 
particularly the Ohio, which is of itsj^lf navigable above 
twelve hundred miles, with several others falling into it, 
little less in appearance than the Ohio itself 5 and the neigh- 
bouring soil and climate offering every inducement to come 
and settle there, with no channel, as I have already observed, 
Ifo export the produce by, except the Missisippi j — I sayi 
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sir, when all those circumstances are considered, there can 
hardly be a calculation formed of the shipping that will be 
necessary, in some short time hence, for the transport of 
the immense productions that will be sent down that 
river. 

Of those, many would be found useful for our own manu- 
factories; such as hemp, cotton, flax, tar, hides, tallow, 
wax, peltry, 8cc.\ besides which, the present settlements in 
Louisiana yield great quantity of rice and indigo, with 
tobacco, of a quality not inferior to the best that is brought 
from the Brazils : nor does the silk-worm thrive in any 
country better than there. The vine too and olive tree 
flourish so well in Louisiana, that France found it necessary 
to prohibit early the cultivation of them. It should also be 
observed, that at New Orleans no expence would be required 
for establishing a colony ; the country being already well 
setded with wealthy inhabitants, who neither want nor 
desire any king to render them flourishing, but a liberal 
government, such as every British colony enjoys. 

The rapid progress lately made in the settling the banks 
of the Ohio, and the influx thereto of thousands annually 
from the states bordering on the Atlantic, will force the 
inhabitants of that district to open a communication with 
foreign markets, and to create a navy for themselves, unless 
they find purchasers for the spare produce of their settle- 
ments, or vessels to convey it to foreign markets, neither 
of which they meet with at pr^ent at New Orleans, the 
only port possible for them to have access to ; for you are 
not, sir, to be told, that the jealous policy of Spain discourages 
rigorously every intercourse with that people : whereas, if 
New Orleans became a British colony, our merchants would 
buy, or our shipping convey to proper markets, every vendible 
article ; and, in return, they could supply these upper settle- 
ments with British merchandize, by the river St. l^avvi-ence, 
at a far more reasonable price than they could be afforded 
at, if procured by any other route. 

If those conveniences were obtained, I have reason to 
think it is all these inland settlers desire ; and in that event 
I have no doubt they would in time connect themselves with 
our government on any terms as we should propose or agree 
to, for they are in general composed of European emigrants, 
who, after serving out the term of their indenture, fix their 
residence there on account of the cheapness and fertility of 
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the soil. Very great numbers of them sent a deputatioii 
some years ago to Canada, offering (if permitted) to remove 
within his majesty's limits ; and they have not yet entered 
into any firm alliance with congress, nor would any thing 
induce them to unite with that government but the difficulty 
of getting sale for their produce, which will, if not removed, 
oblige them to seize upon New Orleans, and they will, in 
that case, invite American merchants to come and settle 
there, in order to furnish them with shipping ; a measure 
which congress will gladly promote, unless they be antici- 
pated by some other trading power, for it would soon em- 
ploy more craft and seamen than half the ports of America 
do at thjs day. 

Should the Americans thus once firmly possess themselves 
cf that colony, it will be very difficult to dislodge them j 
and from the time they establish a footing in any port in the . 
Gulph of Florida, the intercourse between the European 
nations and the West Indies will be very insecure indeed. 

Exclusive of other advantages which would result to 
Britain from the possession of Louisiana, I can venture to 
affirm that it would conduce more than any other measure 
to the ^eturity of Canada (on which, of course, that of all 
the other British colonies depends), as it would hot only 
render the extremity I have just mentioned unnecessary, but 
It could not fail besides to procure to Britain the commerce, 
and in time, perhaps, the alliance (if it would be accepted) 
of all the transmontane inhabitants, who, together with the 
southern Indians, would always be able to keep in awe the 
states bordering on the Atlantic; but without that the 
settlers on the Ohio are the most likely people to become 
the first invaders of that province, the loss of which must 
be followed by that of all his majesty*s other possessions m 
North America, and involve in it consequences more alarm- 
ing to the cod fishery and West India colonies than people 
are at this day aware of. 

I hazard, sir, these opinions with the greater confidence 
from having a more perfect geographical and topogrtphical 
knowledge of the countries m question, and a more intimate 
acquaintance with the character and sentiments of the lead- 
ing men among their inhabitants, than perhaps fell to the 
lot of any other individual to acquire ; having at various 
times resided among them, and having been many years ago 
employed by the late governor — to taiakc overtures to 
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iKionsieui^ '■' ' ' ■ " the late French governor of — and to 
Don — ^ the first on the part of Spain, in order to sound 
how fiar it was possible, at that early period, to get New 
Orleans added to Florida. Confidential conversations and 
cominunications I had on that occasion with the former of 
those gentlemen confirmed me in an opinion I had pre- 
viously entertained, that it would mutually benefit both 
countries if Louisiana and Canada were to belong to the 
same sovereignty: more especially as the rapidity of the 
current in the Missisippi, though so very favourable for carry- 
ing things down towards the sea, would yet, on the other 
hand, render the fireight on heavy or bulky goods sent up 
against it so high, that they could be furnished from Ca- 
nada at least two hundred per cent, cheaper. 

I avoid, sir, making any remarks in the line of my own 
profession, knowing it those hints will be deemed worthy of 
so much attention, you can easily have an opinion on the 
military view of the measure, from men whose judgment 
ought deservedly to have greater weight than mine. 

As to the doubt how far Spain could bd prevailed upon to 
cede the territories I have mentioned, I am well aware that 
that government is to folly and absurdity fond of extensive 
territorial possessions, and consequently averse (though ever 
so unprofitable) from relinquishing the smallest part of them : 
yet if it should be properly represented to that court, that there 
is well-grounded cause to apprehend the Americans, inhabit- * 
ing the borders of the Ohio, have z design upon Louisiana 
/of which I believe there can be no doubt), the cabinet of 
Madrid could not fail to see it would be wiser in Spain to 
put that colony into the possession of a nation on whose 
honour and good faith they could rely, than see so near to 
Mexico ^ banditti, of whose further encroachments they 
must be in perpetual dread. 

' By the cession of this colony his catholic majesty would 
not give up a single man of his natural-born subjects, there 
being none such in that province, except those in the king's 
employ; the inhabitants, whether cultivators of the soil, or 
•employed in commerce, being French, Germans, and a few 
English, 

Louisiana was ceded also in like manner, and for no 
known consideration, by France to Spain, the day preceding 
the signature of the ai*ticles of peace between England and 
France, in the year 1763j from that time it has caused much 
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•xpeace to l^in, and yielded Kttle or nothing in retnin^ 
The jM-esent inhabitants, who are to a man inimical to the 
Spanish government, desire nothing more ardently than to 
be received under that of Britain ; in which, if their wish 
be not soon gratified, they will readily facilitate the conquest 
of it by the * Americans : nay it is astonishing, in conse- 
quence of the present existing troubles in France, that they 
have not attempted to expel the Spaniards as they did once 
before, and nothing can- have prevented them but the 
strength and vigilance of the troops stationed there at 
present, aided perhaps by the principles of the leading men^ 
who in general have been officers, and many in high rank, 
in the French king's service ) and who, while they execrate 
the atrocities committed against their beloved sovereign's 
sacred person and life, would not take advantage of his aven- 
gers when endeavouring to punish the regicides, and restore 
his family. 

If none of the forementioned considerations of sound 
policy, arid which so nearly regard the security of her ex* 
tensive possessions and commerce in that quarter, should 
incline Spain to adopt so wise a measure, as to cede Louisi* 
ana gratuitously to Britain, it is to be hoped the successes 
of his majesty's arms will leave at the disposal of govern- 
ment various objects from the conquests the nation shall 
have made, to offer to the coiut of Spain in lieu of it on 
the day of general peace. 

Before I conclude it may not be amiss to reftiark, that 
Louisiana, though so easily attacked and taken, when in the 
hands of the Spaniards, would nevertheless be totally hors 
d^imtdlte if belonging to England, from the protection 
which could be afforded to it from Canada, and the assist- 
ance of the northern as well as southern IndiafI nations; 
who, from jealousy of the encroachments of the American?, 
would cooperate with the EngKsh more heartily than they 
could be prevailed upon to do with any other peoplie* I wiR 
repeat that at all events it behoves every nation in Europe, 
which has any concern with the Wen Indies^ to ef^st 
by every possible means die upstart and licentious* states of 
America, from getting any footing in the Gulph of Florida, 

* America has recently obtained tlie ceiaioa Of I/miaaaa fxfm, Spaiii» 
through the medium of France. A. 
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Otherwise they will have cause to repent it when too late 
perhaps to remedy it, 

I had the honour several years ago to converse "kith my 

lord on this subject, and his lordship even then 

saw clearly the advantage of getting Louisiana, but he did 
not think at th^ time (as we were in profound peace with 
all the world) that the cession of it from his catholic majesty 
was so accomplishable as I hope, from' existing circumstances^ 
it would be found at present. 

If this measure, sir, could be effected under yoiu" auspices^ 
the western part of the British empire would be no less 
beholden to your wise exertions, than the easterti is already 
universally allowed to be. 

It is time, sir, that I beg pardon for the length of this 
letter and conclude. If the subject matter shall be found 
in any degree of that importance which I conceive, it will 
plead my excuse for the liberty I presume to take ia address- 
ing- you, without having the honour of being known to you. 
Indeed, sir, a sense of that; presi^mption woiUd induce me to 
conceal my name, were it not that I wished my address 
should be known in case any further or more particular in- 
formation on the subject in question might be wanted from 
me. 

I have the honour to be^ with the greatest respect* 

Sir, 

Tgu;* oiQst obedient, 

and most humble $ervaatj 
(Sigaed) 
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(Trom th^ Dailj/ Adveriiser,) 
CONDUCT OF THE COURT OF SPAIN. 



The following communication we have received by post, 
which we readily insert in our paper, from the importance 
of the si^ject to which it relates. 



Tq the I4itorofihe Daily Advertiser, SfC, 

SIR, 

BEING an unfortunate sufferer to a very great extent by 
the seizure and confiscation of British ships and property in 
the Spanish ports, before and at the commencement of the 
late war with that country, and for which that court would 
not grant any relief, I send you a copy of the memorial pre* 
sen^^d to his majesty's government by the agent employed 
on the occasion, and a letter which was afterwards written 
by him on the same subject. It is a matter cf astonishment 
and reget that no attention is given by government to the 
protection of the property of individuals thus situated, and 
seized before and at the commencement of a war. The sti- 
pulation, in most existing treaties, of six or twelve months 
for persons to retire with their property, &c. notwithstand- 
ing the breaking out of a war, is now entirely disregarded 
and defeated by the modern practice of slipping into hosti? 
lities by way of general reprisals. It is, however, to be 
hoped, that in future the interests of the subjects of thi^ 
(Country, whenever so circumstanced^ will, not be again sacrir 
iiced, as they were at the close of the last war ; and tha^ 
the then administration, whoever may compose it, will rc-t 
collect the spirited conduct of the marquis of CanxuM:th^| 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC I 



xii 



tirlio, on the termination of the American war, or rather at 
the commencement of the subsequent peace, obtained from 
the old and magnanimous government of France compen»i 
sation for the losses sustained by British si^bjects, from the 
seizure and confiscation of their ships and property which 
were in the French ports before and at the commencement 
of that war. 

I am, &C. 
Sunderland^ X. Y. 



MEMORIAL 



To the Right Honourable Lord Hatokeiburyy one of his Majesty* $ 
Frincipal Secretaries of State, ^-c. 

The meniorial of the owners of the British ships seized and 
detailed in the several ports of Spain, previously to tip 
^rommencement of the late war with that country. 

Humbly shpweth. 

That your memorialists, previously to the declaration of 
war pn the part of this country against the crown of Spain, 
and in full faith of the then existing treaties of peace and 
commerce between the two countries, and of the security 
thereby afforded to the persons and property of the subjects 
of the respective countries, had sent a great number of vessels, 
the property of your memorialists, freighted with very valu- 
able cargoes, to the different ports and harbours of Spain, 
for the purpose of disposing ot their respective cargoes, in 
the accustpmed way of commerce, to the subjects of that 
country. 

That war w^s declared between the king of England and 
the* king of Spsiin on the 9th day of November, 1 796. 

That some time before that eveiit, and while the aforesaid 
treaties of alliance and commerce between this country and 
^)ain were m full force, the government of Spain pub- 
lished a proclamation, bearing date in or about the month 

in 
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of August 1796, whereby it was ordained, that an embargo 
should be laid on all English ships in the ports and harbours 
of that country. 

That your memorialists, and the masters or captains of 
the several ships or vessels belonging to your memoJ-ialists, 
at that time lying in the ports a|id harbours of Spain, enterr 
trtin'mg no doubt of the safety of the ships and cargoes then 
under their care, and confiding in the protection afforded 
to persons and property similarly situated, not only hy thq 
law of nature and nations,, but also by the stipulations of 
particular treaties, had taken no steps whereby they might 
be enabled to elude a sudden embargo, or to obviate the 
unfortunate consequence of so unlooked-for a measure. 

That in consequence of the aforesaid proclamation, seve-^ 
ral vessels belonging to your memorialists, together with 
their respective cargoes, were immediately seized and de- 
tained in the various ports of Spain, and shortly after dis- 
posed of by order of the government of that country, whereby 
your memorialists have sustained great and most grievous 
inconvenience and loss. 

That after the before-mentioned seizure and detention of 
the said vessels, and before their disposal, your memorialists 
caused many, though ineffectual, representations o£ the con- 
sequences thereof to be made to the government of Spain, 
and prayed that restitution of their property might be made 
to them, in pursuance of the terms of the treaties of amity 
•and commerce then subsisting between the two coimtries. 

That your memorialists humbly conceive, the said deten- 
tion and -sale of their property to be directly against the 
meaning and intention of many treaties formerly made, 
and,, as they presume, then in force between this country 
jind Spain. 

That by the 36th article of the treaty of peace, concluded 
between the late king Charles II. and the court of Spain, 
in the year 1667, it was provided, ** that if it shall happen 
hereafter, that any difference fall out between the king of 
Great Britain and the king of Spain, whereby the mutual 
commerce and good correspondence may be endangered, 
the respective subjects and people of each party shall have 
notice thereof given them in time, that is to say, the space 
of six months, to transport their merchandize and effects, 
without giving them in that time any molestation or tronble, 
or retaining or embarking their goods, or pers^ms," 
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Tliat by the ISth article of the treaty of Utrecht it 13 
provided, ** that if the disputes wliich are composed should 
at any time be renewed between their said royal majesties, and 
break out into open war, the ships, merchandizes^ and goods, 
both moveable and immoveable, of the subjects on both sides, 
which shall be found to be, and remain in the ports and 
dominions of the adverse party, shall not be confiscated, or 
suflfer any damage, but the space of six months on the one 
part and on the other shall be granted to the said subjects 
of each t)f their said royal majesties, m order to^their selling 
the aforesaid things, or any other of their effects, or carrying 
away and transporting the same from thence, whithersoever 
they please, without any molestation." 

That in conformity to the said articles, and the reliance/ 
placed by ypur memorialists on the due observance of the 
terms thereof, the respective treaties in which they are con- 
tained then remaining in full foj-ce, and the principle 
thereof acknowledged, your memorialists presumed to hope 
they should have been restored to the full enjoyment of all 
their property so seized and detained in the^orts of Spain, 
by virtue of the said proclamation. But it was at that time 
thought proper by the government of that country to pursue 
a contrary line of conduct ; and the aforementioned ships, 
with their respective cargoes, belonging to your memorialists, 
were sold, as before stated, and no part of the produce 
tiiereof returned to your memorialists. 

That your memorialists having thus suffered for many 
years under the deprivation of a very great and valuable part 
of their property, have no resource, but in the interference 
and mediation of your lordship ; and they are rather embold- 
ened to apply to your lordship on this occasion, not only by 
the natural justice of their claim to remuneration under the 
beforementioned circumstances, and on the ground of tli% 
aforesaid several treaties, but also by the express terms of 
the 14th article of the definitive treaty of peace just now 
signed between this country and France, conjointly with 
Spain and Holland. 

That by the said 14th article of the definitive treaty it is 
expressly provided " that all the sequestrations laid on either 
side, on funds, revenues, and credits, of what nature soever 
they may be, belonging to any of the contracting powers,- or 
to their citizens and subjects, shall be taken off immediately 
after the signature of the said definitive treaty." And it is 
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also by the said article provided " that the decision of all 
claims among the individuals of the respective nations^ tot 
debts, property, estates, or rights, of any nature whatsoever, 
which should, according to received usages and the laws of 
nations, be preferred at the epoch of the peace, shall be re- 
ferr^ to the competent tribunals ; and that, in all those 
cases, speedy and complete justice shall be done in the 
countries wherein those claims shall be respectively pre- 
ferred." 

That your memorialists humbly conceive that no objection 
can be urged against the application of the universal prin- 
ciples of justice, or the spirit or letter of the aforementioned 
particular treaties to their case, as now laid before your 
lordship, on the ground of the want of precedent ; for your 
memorialists beg leave to remind your lordship, that at the 
close of the American war a great number of owners of 
British vessels were in a situation exactly similar to that in 
which your memorialists at present unfortunately stand ; 
their vessek, together with their cargoes, being in the French 
ports at the commencement of that war; and whilst there, 
seized, detained, condemned, and sold, by virtue of edicts 
or orders issued by the court of France for that purpose ; 
and on the settlement of peace between the belligerent 
powers, the government of this country, on a representation 
made on the part of those British owners, was pleased to in- 
terfere, and obtained for them from the government of 
France the full value of the property that had been so con- 
demned and sold. That under the aforesaid circumstances, 
your memorialists must suffer a very great and irreparable 
loss, unless the government of this country shall be pleased 
to exert itself on their behalf. 

Your memorialists, therefore, most humbly pray your 
lordship to take their case into your lordship's consideration ; 
and that your lordship will be pleased to interfere, on the 
part of his majesty's government, and to obtain for your 
memorialists such compensation for the beforementioned 
detention and sale of their property as shall be reasonable ; 
or to procure for your memorialists such other relief, in 
respect of the matters before stated, as to your lordship's 
judgment and goodness shall seem meet. 

And your lordship's memorialists, &c. 

NAT. ATCHESON, 
Agent. 
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MY LORD, Ely Place, 22d Dec. ISOfil 

Mr. Burdon^ during the last sessions of parliament, had 
the honour to present to your lordship, on the part of the 
owners of several British ships which had been seized and 
detained in the several ports of HoHand, Prance, and Spain> 
previously to the^coounencement of the late war with those 
countries, three memorials, praying your lordship's inter- 
ference on the part of his majesty's government with those 
powers, for the purpose of obtaining from them some 
reasonable compensation for the loss and injury sustained 
by the memorialists, owing to the detention and sale of 
their property under the orders issued in regard thereto 
by those governments respectively ; and the answer whiclj 
your lordship was pleased to return to Mr. Burdon on the 
subject of those memorials having been communicated by 
him to the parties interested, they beg leave very respectfully 
tb thank your lordship for the consi<feration you have had 
the goodness 'to bestow upon their case ^ but at the same 
time trust your lordship will permit them to express 
their apprehension, from the terms of your answer, that 
they may have failed to state the nature of their situation 
with sufficient accuracy, and that you will pardon the liberty 
which they have presumed to take in suggesting to your re- 
consideration such an explanation as they hope may induce 
your lordship to afford them that assistance and protection 
which, from the equity and justice of their case, they have 
been led humbly to request from the British government on 
their behalf. 

Your lordship, as it appears to them, may have considered 
that the ships alluded to in the memorials were condemned 
by sentence of the courts of admiralty of the respective 
countries therein mentioned, for some cause originating 
with or after the declaration of war between the belligerent 
powers, which would subject them agreeably to the rule of 
the law of nations to the penalty of confiscation; whereas the 
property in question had in fact entered into, and was re- 
maining at the respective times of the seizure thereof in the' 
ports where it was seized in the innocent course of peaceful 
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commerce, and with entire confidence oii the part of the 
British owners, that all their rights therein were intitled ta 
be held sacred and inviolable ; a confidence in which they 
had the greater reason to rely inasmuch as if a difference 
of opinion should be entertained as to the general rule of 
law, applying to cases so circumstanced, when unrestrained 
by any conventional regulations, but which the memorialists 
scarcely think can prevail, consistently with justice and 
equity, still they were entitled expressly to protection in 
that respect under the faith of treaties in which it had been 
reciprocally contemplated and agreed between Great Britain 
and the several powers to whom those ports belonged ; 
amongst other the provisions and stipulations therein con- 
tained, that in case of any war thereafter breaking out, six 
months should be allowed to their respective subjects for 
the removing of their merchandize and effects, or other- 
wise disposing of them as they should see fit ; whereas even 
brfore any declaration of war, solemn or unsolemn, the said 
ships and cargoes in question were not only deltednod but sold 
as stated in the said memorials. 

Under which circumstances it appears to the British 
owners interested in this unfortunate affair, and as they trust 
it will to your lordship, that in whatever form or by what- 
ever tribunal their property was thus ordered to be disposed 
of, such a sentence cannot be supported as an adjudication 
duly passed upon the property of the subjects of powers 
becoming hostile under the circumstances and relations 
aforesaid, or by which the same can be considered as legally 
divested. 

A very short examination of the dates of these transac- 
tions will establish the fact, that the orders of the respec- 
tive powers of Holland, France, and Spain, by virtue of 
which the persons applying to your lordship on this occa- 
sion were deprived of their property, were made and issued, 
and carried into effect, far within the time allowed for 
the protection of property, in case of war, by the treaties 
to which they have taken the liberty to refer ; and they 
look with additional confidence to the event of this appli- 
cation, from your lordship's intimate acquaintance with the 
law of nations, and the sound principles of natural justice. 
Humbly presuming to hope that your lordship will, upon 
reconsideration of their case, with that condescension and 
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goodness which have always marked your lordship's con- 
duct, be yet inclined to listen to their representation, and 
to procure them relief, according to the prayer of their 
memorials, or in such other way as it may seem most ex- 

f)edient to your lordship to be granted with reference to the 
esses they have respectively sustained. I am, my lord^ 
with great respect^ your lordship's most obedient aai4 
faithful servant, 

N AT. ATGHESON, 
Ageut, 

To the Right Honourable Lord ) 
Jiawke^bpxy, &c. &c. &c* J 



Ko.m. 
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No. III. 



Obwvaiions on the Importance of a strict Adherence to the Kaviga-^ 
Hon Laws of Great Britain; most respcctJuUy inscribed to tht 
Skipping Interest of Great Britain, 



IT is' the fate of Great Britain, a fete peculiarly her own^ 
to depend upon her navy and her commerce for a conti- 
nuance of the superiority she enjoys over the other nations 
of Europe. . This truth has frequently influencijd the deli- 
berations of her legislators from an early period of her 
history; and to appreciate its influence, we have only to 
regard the unremitting attention that has been paid to th^ 
establishment and security of her maritime rights from the 
moment their value was felt up to the present hour, an hour 
in which those rights, as they have derived from various 
causes unprecedented importance, demand at our hands un- 
precedented care. This attention to the grand source of 
our wealth and glory has been rendered worthy of the 
wisdom that bestowed it; it has not evaporated in empty 
culogiums, it has been embodied and concentrated in sta- 
tutes enacted by successive parliaments, that have at length 
formed themselves into a system of navigation laws, which^ 
if its operations are not counteracted by unfpreseen circum- 
stances, must continue to produce to this country an un- 
failing source of wealth and glory. 

In its progress towards its present solidity, for the course 
pf near five centuries, and amidst numberless subordinate 
regulations, it has been the undeviating aim of the wise 
framers of this system, to render the commerce of the 
country the medium of the increase of its shipping ; and 
fheretore, except wtiers policy or necessity have compelled 
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ia contrary conduct, considerations of temporary advantages 
have sometimes been made to yield to. the less dazzling, but. 
more perm^ent, acquisition or naval power. To effect this 
salutary end, the various acts above alluded to have been 
framed and worded with great consideration and care, for 
the purpose of confining certain portions of our trade with 
foreign countries, and the whole of our coasting trade, to 
British-built ships alone, and to securing to such ships, com- 
manded and three-fourths manned with British subjects, 
certain advantages, in which the vessels of foreigners could 
not, and ought not, to participate. 

So early as the reign of Richard ILj at a time when our 
shipping and commerce were in their infency, the advantages. 
Hot to say the necessity, of such a system presented them* 
selves so strongly to our ancestors, that in the fifth year of 
his reign an act of parliament was passed, by which it was 
ordained, that no merchandize jhpuld be shipped into or 
out of the realm but in British ships, on pain of forfeiture. 
This act was recognised, and its provisions enforced, by other 
acts of parliament in after times, during the reigns of Henry 
VII. and Henry VIII. ; and in the reign of queen Eliza- 
beth, an act of parliament passed, which, although in words 
it repealed the statute of Richard II., was in the same spirit, 
and calculated to produce similar effects. But in process of 
time, and as the country began to discern with more clear- 
ness the policy of regulations that naturally tended to 
awaken the industry and increase the, wealth of its inhabit- 
ants, the desire to secure their observance, and extend their 
influence, became proportionably powerful, till at length, in 
the year 1651, an act was passed, which expressly prohibited 
all ships of foreign nations from trading with England, or 
with any English plantations ; and no goods were suffered to 
be imported into England, or any of its dependencies, in any 
other than English bottoms, or in the ships of that European 
nation of which the merchandize imported was the genuine 
growth or manufacture. 

The statute of the 1 2th Charles II. chap. 18. corroborates, 
if, after the experience we have had, any thing were want- 
ing to corroborate, the wisdom of the principle in which the 
act of 1651, and the preceding navigation acts, were found- 
ed ; for by this act, which was passed soon after the restora- 
tion, not only were the provisions of the act of 1651 con- 
tinued (with some alterations as to the European trade), but 
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a farther provision made, that the master and thtee-fbufth^ 
of the mariners should also be English subjects, imder for- 
feiture of the ship, and of all goods imported or exported 
therein. 

During the succeeding reigns, up to the time of passing 
the 26th of his present majesty, commonly called lord 
Liverpool's act, the spirit of commerce continued to rise^ 
and with ?t the concomitant conviction, that to continue and 
secure the advantages granted by preceding statutes to 
British-built ships and their owners, in the carrying on the 
commerce of the country, was the only method by which 
Great Britain could long remain in the possession of that 
proud pre-eminence which distinguishes her as a maritime 
nation; the act, therefore, of the seventh and eighth of 
William III., and others that cannot here be particularized, 
were all in various ways conducive to the confirmation of 
the exclusive rights of British owners, and the privileges of 
British-built ships. 

Experience has shewn the correctness and importance of 
the views of those who from time to time have supported ** 
this system of navigation laws, which it is so much the 
interest of British ship-owners to uphold. The act of the 
26th of his present majesty, and many other statutes, clearly 
demonstrate the anxiety of the country to guard this 
system, by a steady adherence to which we have been en- 
abled, during the most arduous contest in which this country 
was ever engaged, to triumph over all the naval powers of 
Europe ; and to the continuance of which alone we can 
look for the security and fruits of that triumph. ** After 
this experience,'* says an * able writer on this system of navi- 
gation laws, ^* no one can doubt but that it is the real inte- 
rest of Great Britain to give her principal attention to mari- 
time affairs, to carry on her own trade in her own ships di- 
rectly to all parts of the world, and to encourage herfishe- 
ries in every sea. From these sources she may always hope 
to obtain a naval fo»«# adequate to guard her shores from 
hostile invasion, and to secure her domestic felicity, both 
public and private, firm and unshaken as the foundations of 
the island." 

On the other hand, should the wisdom and labours of suc- 
cessive ages be rendered unavailing by the blindness and in^ 

• TiVc Keeves's History of Sliipping,. compiled for the Board of Trade.- 

\ 
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f^erence^ of the present day — should these boasted laws of 
navigation, framed for the increase and the protection of 
British-built ships and British owners, have been enacted in 
vain — should strangers and foreigners be permitted to snatch 
from their hands the privileges which belong, and which' 
have been solemnly assured by the country, to British own- 
ers alone — ^it will be a task not less difficult than it will be 
melancholy to calculate the mischiefs that must ensue to the 
maritime and the commercial interest of Britain. 

It is with the deepest regret the shipping interest of this 
country observe, that the suspension of the navigation laws, 
during the last * two years, has already been attended with 
serious inconvenience and loss; and they fear the conti- 
nuance of it, unless those laws are again speedily permitted 
to have their free and natural operation : and if by new re- 
gulations, or by any further relaxation of the present navi- 
gation laws, new and foreign competitors should be admitted 
to share in the advantages resulting from them, they appre- 
hend that the maritime spirit of the country will decline — that" 
the capital of British owners will lie unemployed, or be 
employed uselessly — while the shipping of Great Britain 
will lie rotting in her harbours, and her seamen emigrate to 
foreign countries In search of employment : it is therefore, 
particularly, at this time, the interest of Great Britain, and 
the duty of her government*, to encourage her maritime 
pursuits. The events of the late war shew that many 
nations look with a jealous eye on the superiority we have 
gained by our carrying trade, and that they are ready to 
use every effort to participate in the benefits of our naviga- 
tion, and to rival us, if possible, on our native element. 
To counteract tliese efforts with success, " we must not lose 
the recollection, that without an extensive naval commepce, 
carried on in British bottoms, we can neither rear nor 
retain our seamen, the grand support of our present pre- 
eminence; nor preserve our country from falling even 
below the level of surrounding nations." 

Impressed with these sentiments, and in order more ef- 
fectually to protect the shipping interest of Great Britain, 
and to prevent any infringement of the navigation laws, 
it is most seriously recommended to the owners of British 
ships to form an association for preserving those rights, 

* These observatioiM were written io ]^1. 
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which the legislature has, in its wisdom, been pleased ^ 
confer on them exclusively; a measure which it must be 
regretted has been so long delayed, although earnestly 
recommended by many well-informed and disinterested 
persons, but which may yet, if embraced immediately, h\ 
the means of securing the privileges and the property 
of a most numerous, and respectable body of British sub- 
jects — of preventing the undue advantages sought to 
be acquired by persons to whom t^ie legislature has not 
intepded to grant a benefit — and of keeping intire a body of 
laws peculiarly fitted to support and increase the commerce 
of the empire, the neglect of which will, it is to be feared, 
put it in the power of others, not merely to wrest from the 
owners of British ships the best produce of their indus- 
try,^ but to deprive them of the future means of exercising 
it, by excluding thein from being the only carriers bf Britidi 
commerce.* 

London, 6th November, 1801. 

♦ The association of the owners of British ships, for the preservation 9S 
their rights, suggested at the close of this tract, was instituted at London in 
1802, and it is worthy of observation, that they have on several occasions 
been highly applauded for their disinteresteoness and public spirit, by 
persons of rank and literary talents. ' ** The society has been recommended 
a^ likely to be productive of much good, by watching over one of the most- 
important interests of the country, and by calling the atteiition of the legis- 
lature, and of the public, to any attempt that may be made to trench upon 
the principles or sptem of our navigation laws. Also, " The society is 
founded on ^ very enlarged and liberal principles, and the vigilant wisaom 
with which it watches over the shipping interest of Great Brit^ is wortfiy 
^f l^reat praise.** 
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Ko. IV. . 



PETITION PRESENTED IN 1801 TO THE BOARD 
OF TRADE, AGAINST THE SUSPENSION OF 
THE ACT OF NAVIGATION IN FAVOUR OF 
NEtJTRAL SHIPS- 



To the Lords qf his Majesty's most Honourable Privy Council^ 



The humble petition of t^c several persons whose names 
are hereunto subscribed, being respectively ship-owners 
residing in the port of London, and interested in the 
Baltic and Hamburgh trade, 

Sheweth, 

THAT by an order of his majesty in council, bearing 
date the 21st day of May last, it is ordered, that it should 
be lawful from and after the date of the said order, and 
until six weeks ^ter the commencement of the theft next 
session of parliament, to import into any port of the United 
Kingdom, in foreign ships belonging to the subjects of any 
kingdom or state not then at war with Jiis majesty, any hemp, 
flax, iron, tallow, mast$, timber, square or otherwise deaLg, 
oak-staves, linen, isinglass, bristles, ashes, hides, mats, tar, 
pitch, linseed and rosm, upon payment of such duties (iiF 
any) as are or shall by law be payable upon such articles, 
when imported in any foreign-built ship. And it is thereby 
further ordered, that 'from and after the date of the said 
order, and until six weeks after the commencement of the 
then next session of parliament, it should be lawful to im- 
port in like manner any raw linen yam upon payment of 
^cfe. duties (if any) as w^re or should b^ pyable upon that 



I 
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article, when imported in a British-buik ship, as by refer- 
ence thereto will more fully appear ^ which order, your 
petitioners beg leave to state, is npw highly prejudicial to 
the shipping interest of Great Britain, and of your petition- 
ers in particular, as their ships have been usually engaged 
in the Baltic and Hamburgh trade, inasmuch as it not only 
places foreign ship-owners on a footing with British ship- 
owners, but gives them very great advantages, as they can 
navigate their vessels at one third of the expence incurred 
by British ship-owners in time of war. 

Tour petitioners also beg leave to state, that neutral ships 
are daily arriving in great numbers at all the ports in the 
-Baltic, in order to bring into Great Britain and Ireland 
merchandize, &c. which would have been brought in British 
bottoms but for the order before recited; and that the trade 
to and from Hamburgh is at present almost wholly carried 
on in neutral vessels, to the manifest prejudice of your peti- 
tioners and the shipping interest of Great Britain, so that 
a very great number of British vessels are now unemployed 
from the circumstances before stated. 

Your petitioners therefore pray your lordships will be 
pleased to take their ^case into your lordships immediate 
consideration, and either to * rescind the said order, or to 
grant them such other relief as to your lordships shall seem 
meet, in order that the shipping interest of Great Britain 
may not be deprived of those privileges and advantages 
which they had before the date of the said order. 

And your petitioners will ever'pray, &c, 

^ Tor some very interesting observations on the proceedinfifs which took 
place on this petitioUi vid^ AUeift Vindicatioo of lord ^Jxeffi^iU's Strictwes, 
page 16 to 22. 
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No. V. _ 

Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of a Ge- 
neral Meeting of Ship-Owners, held, by. public Advertise- 
ment, at the George and Vulture Tavern, Cornhill, the 
21st Day of April, 1802, to take into Consideration the 
intended Duties on the Tonnage of Ships, and the EflTect 
which they may have on the Carrying Trade of Great 
Britain : 

Thomas Rowcroft^ Esq. in the Chair. 

THE resolution of the House of Commons, that die 
several duties therein-mentioned should be imposed on the 
tonnage of ships, being read: — - 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this meeting that the 
intended tax on the tonnage of shipping is impolitic, and, if 
carried into effect, will be injurious to the shipping interest 
of Great Britain, and ultimately tend to deprive this country 
of one of its greatest means of support. 

Resolved, That the above resolution be transmitted to the 
ship-owners at the several out-ports, and that they be re- 
quested to co-operate with the ship-owners in Xiondon in 
such legal measures as they may think it necessary to adopt, 
in order to prevent the intended tax being carried into 
effect. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to carry the 

i above resolutions into effect. 

Resolved, That the chairman do write a letter to tlie, 
*Right Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, re- 
questing him to honour the Committee with an interview on 
the subject of these resolutions, before the third reading of 
the Export and Import Duty Bill. 

(Signed) Thomas Rowcroft, 
Chairman. 
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At a Meeting of the Committee of Ship-Owners, held thef 
28th Day of April, 1802, at Will's Coffee-house, Corn- 
hiU: 

Mr. Hill in the Chair: 

The sub-committee reported — That they had yesterday 
attended the Right Honourable the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer*, and that they were unable to convince him of the 
impolicy and injurious tendency of the int«ided tax on the 
tonnage of shipping. 

Resolved, That a general meeting of ship-owners be con- 
vened on Thursday the sixth, day of May next, at eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon, at the London Tavern, to receive 
the report of the committee, and to determine on such 
further measures which ic may be adviseable to adopt re- 
specting the tonnage duty, and the present state of the shipping 
interest of Great Britain. 

(Signed) J. Hill, Chairman. 



• The right honourable Henry Addtngton, afterwards lord Sidaaduth- 
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No. VI. 



Extracts from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Sotietj of 
Ship^Owners of Great Britain, since its Institution, 1802. 

At a general meeting of ship-owners, held, by public 
advertisement, at the London Tavern, the 6th day 
of May, 1 802, to receive the report of the committee 
appointed at the last general meeting, and to deter- 
mine on such further measures which it might be 
advisable to adopt respecting the present state of the 
shipping interest of Great Britain : 

Mr. Hill in the Chair: 

The chairman reported the result of the Interview of the 
committee witli tW Right Honourable the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer*, and that th«y^had been unable to convince him 
of the impolicy and injurK^^ndency of the duty intended, 
to be imposed on^the tpnria^i^^Df shipping. 

Resolved, That it is ml'Sflhanimous opinion of the ship- 
owners present at this nwj^tirig, that from the present st^e 
of Europe, there is every reason to apprehen^^^® ihipping- 
of this country will decline, and that any tax c^ that species 
of property will be attended with the utmo^._d^nger. to the 
state, by diminishing the great nursery {^^Br^|:ish seamen, 
and weakening that source of national def^^v^ 

Resolved, That it is the unanimous op^jaoS of the ship- 
owners present at this meeting, that in ojper more effectu- 
ally at this alarming crisis to promote an^jpgjj^ ^ct tlie ship- 
ping interest of Great Britain, and to eg^-vour to prevent 
any further infringement of the navigation /^^H^H^ indispens- 
ably necessary to fortn and establish a '6to<>ty of ship- 
owners, with committees, to be annually* 'chosen from 
amongst them in London and at- the out-pert s, who are from 
time to time to enter into and adopt such measures as shall 
be requisite for the preservation of the privileges, which the 

• The Right Honourable Henry Addingtojif 

[H] 
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legislature has in its wisdom conferred on the owners of 
British ships. ' 

Resolved, That the minute tp the above effect, signed by 
several ship-owners, and now produced and read, be sub- 
scribed by those present, and that a committee be appointed 
for the port of London for the year ensuing, viz. [Here 
follow the names of 47 persons of great respectability, who 
were the first committee for the port of London:] and that 
such committee do, without delay, prepare such rules and 
regulations which it may be proper to enter into for the 
purpose of carrying into effect the preceding resolution ; but 
that such rules and regulations shall not have force, until the 
same have been confirmed at a general meeting to be held 
for that purpose. And that five of the said committee do 
constitute a quorum. 

(Signed) J. Hill, Chairman. 



At a meetmg of the committee of ship-owners for 
the port of London, of the 20th May, 1802, at 
W31s* Coffee-house : » / 

Mr. Hill in the Chair: 

Resolved, 'I'hat a person be employed to take an ac- 
count of all the ships now on sale in the river Thames, with, 
the names of the brokers or owners, and their burthen, age, 
and build, and the time such ships have been on sale 5 and 
that a letter be vmtten to the out-ports to procure the like 
information of ships on sale there. 

Resolved, That Mr. Afeenhead, Mr. Dowson, Mr. 
Robinson, Mr. Tjjlloch, Mr. Moorsom, Mr. Curling, Mr. 
Keddey, aadj|#. Brown, be appointed to make application 
to those o^n^^i^ brokers in London who have ships for 
sale,, and to^pi«Ptain from them how much they have do- 
dined in tj^p demand or expectation of the price of such 
ships since' the peace, and upon what their ideas of the. dif- 
ference of value are founded. 

Resolved, That a statement be made, from* different 
ships' accounts, of the actual rates of freight and expence^ 
during the late war, and also at the present time, to shew 
the inability of ship-ownets to bear the tax on tennage«. 



Digged by VjOOQ IC 



Resolved, That a statement be procured of the number 
of ships and their tonnage in the transport service on the 5th 
of October, 1801, and how many are in that service at the 
present time. 

(Signed) J. Hill, Chairman, 



At a meeting of the conmiittee of ship-owners for the 
port of London, held at Wills* Coffee-house, 2d 
June, 1802: 

Mr. GiLLESPT in the Chair : 

The draft of the petition against the bill imposing duties 
on the tonnage of shipping, and on the depressed state of 
the shipping interest, according to the resolution of the 
former meeting of the committee, was read * and confirmed.. 

Resolved, That Mr. Lushington, one of the represen- , 
tatives in parliament for the city of London, be desired t# 
present the said petition to the House of Commons ; ana 
that the other members for the said city and the borough of 
Southwark, and also for the out-ports, be requested to sup- 
port the same ; and that the secretary do communicate to 
those members this resolution, when Mr. Lushington has 
fixed the day for presenting the said Petition. 

(Signed) T. Gillespy, Chairman. 



At a general meeting of ship-owners, held at the Lon- 
don Tavern, the 22d day of June, 1802, to receive 
the report of the committee for the port of London, 
and on other business : 

Mr. Hill in the Chair : 

The petition to the honourable tlie House of Commons, 
for a repeal of the duties on tonnage, was read, and the 
several resolutions of the committee were con&'med. 

Resolved, That the rules and regulations prepared by the 

* See Psu^L Debates in 8to, ^io Cobbet*8 Political RegUte^^ toIs. U S« 
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committee for *' the society of ship-owners of Great Bri- 
** tain/* and now read, be confirmed and printed for the use 
of the members, and that the same be transmitted to the 
ship-owners at the out-ports. 

A letter addressed to the chairman, and signed by the 
principal ship-builders on the riyer Thames, was read, 
stating, ** That in consequence of the final establish- 
** ment of peace, they had deemed it necessary to re- 
^* duce the w^ges of workmen who nirere employed in 
*^ repairing, ships, and that they had experienced very 
** considerable inconvenience in their endeavours to 
** carry the same into effect." 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the 
wages recently paid to workmen employed in repairing and 
building ships in the river Thanjes were exorbitant, and that 
the ship-owners present approve of a reduction being made 
in such wages by the slup-builders j and that it is their 
determinatiop tibt to employ, independent of the ship- * 
jjuilders, any journeymen shipwrights, or others engaged in 
repairing and building of ships. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to 
WilUam Lushington, Esq. M. P. for the attention which he 
has invariably shewn to the interests of ship-owners, and in 
particular for, his conduct and readiness in presenting their 
petition to Parliament for a repeal of the duty on tonnage. 

(Signed) J. Hill, Chairman, 



At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners for 
' the port of London, held the 9th day of September, 

1802, at WiUs' Coffee-house, CornhUl : 

Mr. Hill in the Chair : 

The secretary reported. That he had written to Mr. 
Wells, chairman of the committee of ship-builders, respect- 
ing the dispute with the shipwrights. 

The committee then took into consideration the letter ad- 
dressed to the secretary, respecting Mediterranean passes. 
•' And also, a letter from James Smith, esq. master of the 
^.Trinity-house, Scarborough, respecting a claim made by the 
* directors of Ramsgate Pier, for dues on ships returning 
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in ballast ; and on the construction recently given of an act 
of parliament respecting the admeasurement of ships, and 
the inconvenience resulting from it j and also a letter which 
appeared in the Hull Advertiser on the same subject : but 
the consideration of them, as well as of the termination of 
the differences between the ship-builders and their men, wai 
adjourned until the next meeting of the committee. 

(Signed) J, Hill, Chairman, 



At a general meeting of ship-owners, held the first 
day of December, 1 802, at the London Tavern, to 
receive the report of the committee of ship-owners 
for the port of London, respecting ** the duty on 
** the tonnage of ships, and on oil and skins, the 
" produce of the British fisheries," and on other 
business of great importance to the shipping interest: 

Mr. Hill in the Chair : 

The secretary reported from the committee for the port 
of London, that they had met regularly since its establiA^ 
ment on the second and fourth Thursday in each month to 
transact business, and that they had received several com^ 
munications from the ship-owners in London and at the 
out-ports, on many important subjects relative to the general 
interest of shipping. 

That the great object of the committee's attention had 
been the present depressed state of the shipping of the 
country, and towards endeavouring to obtain the repeal of 
the duty on the tonnage of ships, and on oil and skins, the 
produce of the British fisheries *. 

The most important subjects which, had come before the 
committee were the following, viz. 

1st. The serious inconvenience many sliip-owners had felt 
from being obliged to take out a licence, and give bond to 
the commissioners of his majesty's customs, from the par^- 
ticular construction and build of their ships. The subject 
was considered of so much consequence, that it had been re- 

* The ship-owners at the following amongst other out-ports petitioned 
Parliament against the tonnage duty, viz. Sunderland, Bridlington, Wells, 
Whitby, Blythe, Hartley, Scarborough, South Shields, North Shields, New- 
castle, Kirkaldie, Liverpool. See the Commons Journals for 1 802 aad 1 803L 
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« 
ferred to a sub-committee to take the same into their ton« 
sideratton, and to point out not only the several inconve* 
niences resulting m>m the regulation, but the means by 
which they might be remedied without any injury whatever 
to the revenue, and to report the same to the committee, and 
which was at 4)resent under their consideration. 

2dly. The next subject which had been submitted to the 
consideration of the committee was the <:laim recently set 
up by the directors of Ramsgate harbour, for payment of the 
harbour dues, on colliers returning in ballast coastwise^ and 
from Guernsey or Jersey ; and the committee had, at the 
request of the ship-owners at Sunderland and Scarborough, 
taken the opinion of a very eminent lawyer on the subject, 
and it appeared by that opinion the directors were not war- 
ranted by the act in demanding the harbour dues on colliers 
returning in ballast coastwise, or from Guernsey or Jersey as 
before stated*; and thkt the committee deemed it proper to 
intimate that several very serious fects had been commu- 
nicated to them respecting the management of Ramsgate 
harbour and its revenue, which it was their intention at a 
proper time to take into their most serious consideration. 

3dly. Another important subject which had been sub- 
mitted to the committee was the present rates of pilotage 
from the Downs to Gravesend, and from thence to London ; 
and as the several acts respecting the pilotage from the 
Downs and Orfordness to London would shortly expire^ a 
sub-committee had been appointed to take the same into 
.consideration, and to report to the committee what, in con- 
junction with the lord warden of the Cinque Ports, and thtf 
elder brethren of the Trinity-house, they may t;hink will be 
most proper to be done in that respect f. 

4thiy. Another subject of the greatest magnitude to the 
ship-owners in the port of London, which had engaged the 
most serious and anxious attention of the committee, was 
the recent disputes between the ship-builders and their 
workmen j and as the termination of those disputes would 
be in the recollection of the ship-owners present, it was not 
requisite to go much into detail on the subject. 

The committee having received a letter from Mr. Noakes, 
the secretary to the conunittee of ship-builders, stating that 
the differences with the workmen had been settled on the 
j^redse terms offered by the ship-builders, without stating 



• See post for this case, and the opinion of the Court thereon. 
f See post resolutions, taid letter to Sir Charles Price on that subj 



subject. 
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what those terms were; tke committee directed the secre- 
tary to write to Mr. Wells, the chairman of the committee 
of ship-builders, requesting him to inform the committee of 
ship-owners ** the circumstances attending the conclusion of 
" the late negotiation with their workmen, and the prin- 
"dpleupon which they had settled with them, with the 
" rate of wages it had been agreed the workmen were to re- 
" ceive per day,*' to which letter the committee regret to 
state no answer has been given ; in consequence of which, 
at a special general meeting, held at the London Tavern on 
the 30th day of September last, some resolutions * were en- 
tered into, expressive of the disapprobation of the ship- 
owners of the motives which seem to have led to the con* 
dusion of those disputes. 

The conmiittee were sorry to observe the conduct of the 
master shipwrights had- been guided by so little attention to 
the shipping interest of the country, and eventually of their 
own, as to give way to the combinations of their workmen, 
who, previously to their late rise of wages, were capable of 

^Extract from the Mimttes of the Freeeedmgt vfthe Special General Meettng ofth§ 
Sbip-Oivnersin the Fort of London of the SOti Day of September ^ 1802. 

* Resolved, That the ship-owners present at this meeting do highly dis- 
approYe of the manner in which the ship-builders have for some time past 
ra^nitted to their workmen, who have lately committed acts of violence 
<langerous to the commmiity, and destructive of those principles of subor- 
dination which ought always to be maintained between employers and their . 
workmen j and they likewise observe wjth very great regret, the manner 
in which the recent disputes between the ship>buuders and their men have 
terminated^ by the masters treating with delegates from large bodies of their 
workmen, who it appears were combined together for illegal purposes. 

** Resolved, That the ship-owners present at this meeting do likewise 
disapprove the sentimenu expressed in a letter si^ed T. Noakes, who is 
•ecrttary to the committee of ship-builders, and which Svas published in the 
Pablic Ledger, wherein it is stated, *• that the ship-builders, in justice to the 
ship-owners, had placed themselves in the situation of med%atov$ between 
the two interested parties,* that is, their workmen and the ship-ormiersy who 
think it necessary to declare, that they conceive it*to be the indispensable 
doty of the ship-builders to keep their men in due subordination, to pre- 
vent, illegal combinations amongst them, and to exercise the right of 
employing and discharging such men as they may think proper ; and that 
the ship-builders ought to prosecute with tne utmost rigour of the law 
tnch of their men who may endeavour, by threats, or acts of violence, to 
deter others from working and performing their duty who are so disposed ; 
and in case the existing laws are inadequate to check in their origin such 
outrages, or to suppress them in their progress, the ship-builders owe it to 
the public, and it is a duty incumbent upon them, to apply to the legi$« 
Mature to remedy such se;. us and growing evils." 
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earning more money by six days' labour in the week ttaf^ 
would maintain themselves and families in the necessaries of 
life befitting labouring men ; and which consequently en- 
siled them to waste a considerable portion of their time, 
and of their superfluous earnings, in attending clubs, and sup- 
porting combinations ; the result of which is, they become 
masters of their employers, only work when and how they 
please, and make their families and themselves more dissi- 
pated and poor than they would be on wages suited to 
maintain them with frugality and industry j whilst, by en- 
hancing the charges of building and repairing ships, they 
most materially injure the maritime interest of the country. . 

It therefore required the most grave attention and con- 
sideration of the legislature to remedy this serious and grow- 
ing evil, and such legal restrictions ought to be obtained as 
would most effectually prevent similar combinations, and all 
contributions to maintain men in idleness, who will not work 
because they cannot obtain their own terms, should be made 
ilkgaL 

5tlily. The committee's most particular attention had been 
directed to ascertain the real state of the shipping interest o£ 
Great Britain at this most critical and trying juncture : and 
their inquiries had been made with the utmost impartiality 
and candour. Not satisfied with their own ideas on the 
sfubject, they had applied to those persons whose habits and 
situations in life were most likely to enable them to form 
tTue and unbiassed* judgments on the subject; and it was 
with great regret the committee had to report, that the re- 
sult or those inquiries too truly and fully corroborated and 
confirmed the opinion the committee had formed of the de- 
pressed state of the shipping of Great Britain. 

In addition to the objects before stated, many other mat- 
ters were incidentally submitted to the consideration of the 
committee, and disposed of, they hoped to the satisfaction 
of the parties. The committee had not been unmindful of 
the peculiar situation of many ship-owners, whose masters 
hid inadvertently lost or mislaid their Mediterranean passes; 
and the committee flattered themselves, that the shipping 
interest of the country will be most matei'ially benefited by 
the permanent establishment of the society. 

That the committee ventured most earnestly to recom- 
meiid'tf strict' adherence to the spirit of the navigation laivs 
6f the kingdom, as tlie privileges which had been of late 
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years allowed to foreign bottoms in consequende of the 
suspension of those laws, had be«i attended with very in- 
jurious consequences to the maritime interest of the country 5 
and they most strongly de{n'ecated any attempt or endeavour 
to relax those wholesome and beneficial maritime regulations, 
which had so conspicuoushr and effectually contributed to 
the greatness and power or the country ; especially at a time 
when all the other maritime nations of the world viewed 
with an envious and jealous eye the superiority we had 
gained by our carrying trade^ and who were at this time most 
sedulously using every effort to participate in the benefits of 
our navigation, and to rival us, if possible, on our natural - 
element. 

The chairman then reported the result of the second in- 
terview of the conunittee with the ri^t honouraUe the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and stated, that they had been 
unable to convince him of the impolicy and injurious ten- 
dency of the duty on the tonnage of ships, and on oil and 
skins, the produce of the British fisheries, and consequently 
of the lu-gent necessity, of repealing the same. 

Resolved unanimously. That the committee be instructed 
to wait on the riglit honourable the lord mayor *, and to re- 
quest his lordship to present to the honourable the House of 
Coounons the petition of the ship-owners in the port of 
London, for the repeal of the duty on the tonnage of ships, 
and on oil and skins, the produce of the British fisheries. 

Resolved unanimously. That the committee be instructed 
to request the other members of parliament for the city of 
London, the members of parliament for the borough of 
Southwark, and for the counties of Middlesex and Surry, to 
attend in the House of Commons to support the petition, 
when jwesented by the right honourable the lord mayor. ' 

Resolved unanimously. That it be recommended to the 
committee, previous to the petition being presented by the 
right honourable the lord mayor to the House of Commons, 
to wait upon not only the several members of parliament for 
the out-ports, who have received petitions from their con- 
stituents for the repeal of thfe tonnage duty, but likewise 
upon those members who have been requested to support 
the application for the same. 

♦ Sir Charles Price, Bart. . 

CI] 
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Resolred tmanimoudy. That the thanks of the ship» 
owners present at this meeting be given to the committee for 
the port of London, for their constant and indefatigable at* 
tention to the several important matters relative to the ship^ 
ping interest which have been submitted to their con« 
sideration. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of t|&e ship* 
owners present at this meeting be given to the chairman, for 
his unwearied assiduity and attention to the general interest 
of ship-owners. 

(Signed) J. Hill, Chairman* 



At a numerous meeting of ship-owners, convened by 
public advertisement, and held the first day of 
February, 1803, at the London Tavern, to take 
into consideration several matters of great import- 
ance to the shipping interest : 

Mr. Hill in the Chair : 

The secretary reported — That since the last general meet-» 
ing the committee had been anxiously engaged in obtaining 
documents to establish the correctness oi the statements 
they had previously made, respecting ihe present state of the 
shipping mterest of Great Britain, and that it appeared by 
the documents received by the committee, that the opinion 
they had formed on that subject was completely confirmed. 

That the committee, in order to obtain the most correct 
and certain information of the present state of the shipping 
in the port of London, had applicfd to the several ship- 
builders on the river Thames, and it appeared by their let- 
ters annexed*, that only two ships had been built in the river 
Thames, for the merchatOi service^ since the 5th of October, 
1801 5 namely, the Pacific of 307 tons burthen, for the 
South-Sea trade ; and another of 600 tons, now building 
on speculation: and that it also appeared, that no other ships 
had been contracted to be built in the river Thames for the 
merchants* service since the 5th October, 1801. 

That, the committee, with a view to ascertain the real de- 

* Appendix to this Report o^ the Committee; No. i. 
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preciation In the value of shipping smce the late peace> had not 
only reviewed with great care and attention the opinions of 
the several respectable brokers * who had been applied to on 
the subject, but they had conversed with almost eirery per- 
son in town, who had been in any way concerned in the 
sale of ships since that period ^ and the committee afe satis- 
fied that their opinion on that subject also stands confirmed 
oa the most indubitable testtmopy, and that ^e value of 
shipping has decreased at least osie-third since the peace. 

liiat the committee had likewise, after great labour, made 
several comparative statements of the c?q>ences incurred ill 
the outfit of ships between the two years immediately suc- 
cfeeding the American war, and the rast and present yeSr ; 
and it appeau-s from, documents of ^jsr/w^j/ disbursements f, that 
provisions of all kinds had, on an average, advanced about 
^89 per cent ; that materials and stores of all sorts had ad- 
vanced in like manner about «£84 per cent j and that seamen's 
wages had, on an average of the different classes of seamen^ 
advanced about «£44 per cent j whilst the rate of freights 
had only on an average advanced about «£20 per cent : and 
that the committee are <rottvinc^,'Wllenever an investigation 
shall take place on this subject, that these statements will be 
found to be moderate and just : and it also appeared that 
since the year 1783, there had been an increase % of the 
duties on th« importation of nav^l stores of above £50 per 
cent. ' 

That the committee had also obtained statements of the 
actual expenditure and earnings of ships in different trades, 
and it was with great concern the committee had to report, 
that at present ships in general were^ navigated to little or no 
profit, and many of them to actual loss. 

That the committee thought it necessary to intimate that 
it appeared by the letters received by thfe secretary froqix 
stveral of the out-ports, that ship-building at such ports vvas 
not in a more flourishing state than in the port of London, 
and that the owners at me out-ports were deeply impressed 
with the same sentiments and opinions with the committee 
of the present depressed state of the shipping interest in 
general. . . • 

That the coihmittee considered it to be their duty thus 
publicly to dedare, that their Investigations had been con- 

* Appeiidix to this Report,^No. 2. and S, f ^^t ^o* ^« f I^> ^<>* ^* 
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ducted with the greatest fairness, candour, and impartiality, 
and had not been in any one instance whatever influenced 
by private views or party feeling ; that they felt no hesita- 
tion in stating their confidence, that the public will attribute 
their conduct an this occanon to the sources from which it 
q>rung I and that such confidence they had a righfto enter- 
tain, as they were conscious of no other motives than a due 
sense of ji^ice.to their coQmry zitd to themselves, a high 
sentiment of the.national importance of the shipping interest 
of Great Britain, and the recollection that to it alone were 
owing the glory and greatness of the British empire. 

Extracted from the minutes — 

By order, 

NAT. ATCHESON, 

Secretary. 



APPENDIX TO THE ABOVE REPORT. 

No. I. 

LETTERS 

From the SHIP-BUILDERS within the Port of 
LONDON. 

' SIR, Northfleet,S7th December, 1802* 

PLE ASfE to acquaint your committee, that I have built and 
launched since the 5th of October, 1801, the East India stuijf 
David Scott, burthen 1276 tons, contracted for 23d of July> 
1800, launched 7th November, 1801 ; the East India ship^ 
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Perseverance5 1)mthen 1271 tons, contracted for ISthof No- 
vember, 1800, and launched December 5th, 1801 : the East 
India ship Earl Camden, burthen 1271 tons, contracted for 22d 
of July, 1801, hunched October 27th, 1 802. An East India 
ship to be launched next Januarys burthen about- 800- tons ; 
contracted for November 2 Ist, 1801. In answer to your 
second question, I did not commence business till the begin* 
n^g of the year 1788. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

THOMAS PITCHEIL 

To Nat. Atchesok, JEsq. Secretary to the"? , 

Society of Ship-Owners of Great Britain. 5 



/ 
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SIR, ^--f -'; ■ ^ 

In reply to yours of the Wth instant, ^e beg to annac 
i statement of ships bulk by us about the periods you 
mention, and also to inform you that we are not n6w build- 
ing, nor have we contracted to build, any ynerchatit vessel^ 
except two East-Indiamen, ^ince the commencement of the 
peace. 

^ We are. Sir, 
Tour most obedient humble Servants, 

RANDALL and BRENT. 

HfihtiJiithe^ December 27tA, 1802. 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. &c. 



SKips built by Messrs. 
Randall and Co. 


Trade. 




Contracted for. 


Launched. 


General Qoddard 




758 


March, 1781 


Jan. 50, 1782 


Duke of Montrose 


Ditto 


755 


Jan. 28, 1784 


Nov. 27, 17&4 


Queen 


Ditto 


799 


Nov. 1784 


Nov. 3, 1785 


Henry 


West India 


384 


Ai>ril 7, 1789 


Oct. 9, 1782 


John and Ann 


Ditto 


417 


built on speculation 


Nov. 21, 1783 


Hibberts 


Ditto 


389 


June 11,1783 


June 5, 1784 


Grenada Packet 


Ditto 


273 


May 7, 1784 


Oct. 2^, 1784 


Culloden 


74 Guns 


1655 


June 30, 1779 


June 16, 1783 


JLeda 


36 Guns 


871 


Dec. 24, 1779 


Dec. 12, 178S 


Expedition 


44 Guns 


896 


June 5, 1782 


Oct. 29, 1784 


Defiance 


74 Guns 


1612 


June 30, 1779 


Dec. 10, 1783 


Ramillies 


74 Guns 


1652 


June, nsa 


July 11,1785 


Audacious 


74 Guns 


1604 


June, 1782 


July 21, 1785 



1801. 



Simon ^nd Bella 
Elphinstone 

Caermarthen 

IHuftriout 



West India 


'300 


East India 


1276 


Ditto 


818 


Ditto 


544 


Ditto 


544 


74 Guns 


1729 



Aug. 1801 
July 29, 7801 
June 12, 1801 
Oct. 4, 1801 
Oct. 4, 1801 
Jan. 27, 1800 



Sept 16, 1802 
Nov. 25, 1802 

Nov. ^5y 1802 

Now buHdin^ 
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SIR, 



jyeptford, 28th December, 1S024 



Aci^EEABLE to your request, I herewith hand yoil 
annexed the statement o£ ships contracted for by me during 
the first and second years of the peace, after the American 
war. And I also acquaint you that / have neither contracted 
Jiff nor huilt^ any merchant ship, since the fifth of Octobei^ 
1801. 
• I am, Sir, 

Tour most obecKent Sejrvant, 

JOHNBUDMANi 

To Nat. Atchison, Es^. &c. 8tc. 



SHIPS built by Mr. John Dudman, at Grove-ftreet, Deptford^ 



Name. 



Portland Ptcket 
Brookt . 

^^JOM^omn (built on 
*peculatioo) 

Amelia 

New Adventure (h\ult\ 
« speculatioD) j 

WiUiaQit and £Iiiabeth 



Captain. 



fon- 
nage 



S. Spargo 
S. Oliver 



A. Caldeleugh 



A. Petticrew 
T.AxchdeiKron 



Date of contract. When launched. Service. 



200 20th July, 1782 
329 21st Jan. 1784 



571 

280 

227 

358 
342 



Nor. 1782 

1st May, 1735 

Dec. 1784 

27th Sept. 1785 
1st Oct. 1785 



2d June, 178:i 
16th Sept. 1784 

5chSeFt. 1785 

19th Dec 1785' 

f 20th March, y 
I 1786 1 

15th July, 1786 
7th Nov. 1786 



Post ofiice 

Antigua 

Sold to John 

Clements, 

Esq. for an . 

extra East 

Indiaman 

Carolina 

Sold for th« 

Greenland 

fishery. 

Jamaica 

Jamaica 



SIR» Rotherhithe, 28th Dccexdber, ISQB. 

In compliance with the request of the committee of ship- 
owners for the port of London, I beg leave to state as follpwsi 
for their information, vix. 
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SHIPS built by the late Peter Mestaer, between the 16th 
of April, 1783, and the 31st of December, 1785, for the 
merchants' service, being the two years after peace with 
America. 

The St. Carlos built in 1 784 . 230 tons . New York trade ^ | g 

Thames . built in 1785 . 221 tons . Oporto trade f -g £ 

Simon Taylor Ditto . 449 tons . Westlndia trade > | » 

Douglas . . Ditto . 254 tons. New York trade i ^1 

Queen • , Ditto . 232 tons. Oporto trade J %^ 

I have built one ship for the merchant service^ since thi 
5th of October, 1801, contracted for in February, 1802, 
viz. 
The Pacific 307 tons . South Sea trade 

And I am now building a ship of 600 tons burthen om 
speculation, adapted for an extra Indiaman, or a West 



Indi; 



aman. 



I am> Sir, 

Your obedient hiunble Servant, 
PETER EVERITT MESTAER. 



To Nat. Atchespni Esq. &c. &c 



GENTLEMEN, 

In answer to yoiu: letter of the 24th instant, we have to 
inform you we have contracted for m other ships but those 
intended for the East India Company's service, since the 
5th October, 1801. 

We are. Gentlemen, 

Your obedient humble Servants, 

PERRYS, WELLS, and GREEN 

. S9th December, 1802. 

f 
- To the Committee of Ship-owners ) , 

i for the Port of London. ) , . 
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GENTLEMEN, Limehousc, Beef. H^h, ISOi. 

Agreeable to your request, I inform you I have not 

built any ships for the Merchants Service since 5th October, 

1801 ; neither have I any shfps building or contracted for 

at present. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

ALMON HILL- 

To the Committee of Ship-Owners ) 
for the Port of London. ) 



GENTLEMEN, 
In answer to yours of the 24fth Inst, we give annexed the 
number and names of the ships we have built since the 5th 
October 1801, with their tonnage, and the service for which 
they are intended ; also the number of ships which we built 
for the Merchants Service in the first and second year after 
the American war, the service they were employed in, and 
the time of their being contracted for, and launched. 

We are. 

Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient Servants, 
FRANCIS BARNARD, Sons, and ROBERTS. 

Deptford, Vecemher 29, 180^. 

MERCHANT SHIPS launched since the last Peace in 1801. 

4 Tons. ^ Contracted fori 800. 

Baring . 818 East-India Trade ^Launched in 1801. 

Bensley Hojr 132 East-India Company ^C^i-^^ed . 1801. 

WarrenHastings 1260 East-India Trade |£Sf .' Ifol'. 

Lord Casdereagh 812 East-India Trade | C«f ; fgj^; 

No Merchants ships contracted for at this time, 
[K] 
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MERCHANTS SHIPS contracted for and launched in the 
two years after the American war. 

Tons. 5 Contracted . 1784. 

Rockingham . 800 East-India Trade (Launched .1785. 

Juno . 350 West^ndia Trade \^^^^^^' ' ^"^^^ 



Integrity Hoy . 45 Employed in theRlver 5 g^Sf 



1785. 
1785. 



To the Committee of Ship-Owners ' 
for the Port of London. 



SIR, 

In reply to your letter of the 24th inst. I acquaint you 
I have noty since the year 1800, built one ship or vessel, nor 
is there at present any appearance of application to contract 
for any; and I am sorry to add, very little probability of 
filling our docks with ships^or repair the next spring of the 
year. 

At this juncture I really do not know of any ship or 
vessel building in the river Thames^ except ships of war, 
and those for the honourable East India Company Service ; 
save one small vessel at Messrs. Brents, Greenland-Dock. 

I read in the Public Ledger ships offered for sale which 
are now building in the out-ports, which they cannot get 
rid of. At the conclusion of the American war many were 
built, and old work'brisk. 

I am, Sir, respectftilly, 

Your obedient Servant, 

JOS. YOUNG. 

J?<iffte7MUc, 51j(JDcc. 1802. 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. &c. 
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No. IL 

STATEMENT of the Depreciation in the Value of Ships 
since the 5th October, 1801, as reported by some of the 
most respectable Ship-!3rokers in the City of London, 
and classed according to their several Opinions, as ex- 
pressed in their ^.etters in answer to the Enquiries of the 
Committee of Ship-owners for the Port of London. , 



William Beatson - 
John Blackett 
Joseph Dowson and Sod 
James Duncan 
Elyard, Price & Haslope 
Hopkins and Gray - 
Thomas Powditch - 
John Tulloch - 
Waltham and Uqyd 



Depreciation 
per cent in 
Isi Class. 



12 10 
12 10 



25 O O 
10 O 



Do. in 2d 
Cla^s. 



S. d, 

10 
O 


6 8 
O 
O 

6 8 
O 




Do. in 3d 
Class. 



/. S. d. 

50 O O 
40 



O 

O 



o 



o 



040 
50 
30 

040 
50 
40 
50 



Oo. in 4th 
Class. 



/. S. d. 

62 O 0|44- 




O 
O 
O 

o! - 

050 
0. - 



O 



Arerage De- 
preciation per 
Cent on the 
Whole. 



30 



s, d, 
00 
3 4. 

10 o 

13 4 

lO 
O 

13 
O 




O 
O 
A 
O 




The Depreciation upon the Averagp of 7 r^^ ^^ ^ per Cent 
the above Statement is - - i . 
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STATEMENT of tlie War and Peace Prices of sundry Ships, 
ascertained by actual Sales in each Period. 



Siilpt. 




Pwt. 


Tons 
prReg. 


War Price 
or Cost. 


P€ace 
Price. 


Ranger, 


Jas. Dunning 


Sunderland 


210 


C 3200 


2O0O 


Nancy 


Wm. Thompson-London 


302 


3800 


2200 


Minerva 


Thos. Nicholson 


Sunderland 


368 


5800 


4000 


Alfred- - • 


Ditto 


Ditto 


312 


5500 


4400 


Castle Douglas 


Douglas & Shaw 


London 




2450 


1500 


Thomas 


Dan. McCarthy 


Ditto 


360 


1800 


900 


Good Intent 


Robt. Thompson Shields 


277 


3100 


2550 


Anatolia 


Marshall andCo. 


London 


175 


2000 


1580 


Henry - - 


Thos. Rowe 


Ditto 


251 


3351 


2600 


Fame - - 


Wm. Corse - 


Newcastle 


240 


2650 


1800 


Good Intent 


-...-«.' 


London 


208 


3800 


2150 


Guardian - 


Thelluson - 


Ditto 


286 


4000 


1810 


Dart - . 


Benson and Co. 


Ditto 


120 


2000 


1250 


Bellona 


Biackett 


Ditto 


369 


5300 


2700 


Julius Caesar 


Slegg . - 


Ditto 


420 


5000 


2600 


Union - - 


Biackett 


Ditto 


340 


360O 


1800 


Jamaica Planter 


Ditto - 


Ditto 


350 


3200 


1700 




Decrease in V 


alue Ji 


?38 per Cent- 



Bjr this statement of the actual sales of the above ships, the average de- 
preciation in their value is about £SS per cent, since the peace, and in the 
months of May and June, 1802, there were offered for sate within the port 
of London 152 ships, amounting in th^ aggregate to 40,190 tons. For the 
names and tonnage of these ships^ vide Appendix to lord Sheffield's Stric- , 
tures. Edition, 1806. 
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No. IV. 

STATEMENT of the Prices of Ship's Provisions, Materials, 
and Wages, in the Years 1783 and 178*, the two first 
Yeai:s of the Peace after the American War, compared 
with the Prices of those Articles in the Year 1802. 



PROVISIONS. 
fresh beef, per cwt. 
Ship bread, ditto 
Flour, per sack 
Peas, per bushel 
J8ecr, per barret 
Salt beef, pet tierce 
Salt pork, per barrel 



Prices 

101783. 



Prices 
10x734, 



$. d, 
7 o 

13 o 
o o 

56 

7 4 
10 o 
10 o 



f. d. 
60 

o o 
o 
o o 
o o 
5 o 
76 



Prices 
in l802. 



Advance on each ai tide 
per cent, since 1783, 



s. d, 

x6 o 

I o 

o o 

10 o 

13 o 
« o 
5 o 




L J. 4f. 
89 8 S 



MATERIALS, STORES, 

&c. 
R(^, per cwL 
Masts, per load, fit for an 

average-sized ship 
Sails, ma^e up of No. i, 

canvas per yard - - 
Englisboak timber, per load 
Quebec ditto ditto - 
Builder's pricf in the river, 

per ton noeasurement 



180 
7 10 Q 



170 
000 



o 1 6jO o o 

2 15 0:0 O O 

4 o 00 00 



900 







370 
16 o o 

2 1 
500 
800 

13 10 O 



1*5 o o percent 
113 6 8 . 

38 ly 9 

8r 16 4— — 

100 o o ■ 

50 o o- — — 

Average *) 
advance f I s, d^ 
on ma- >«^ ^^ - 
terials, 1 »4 10 9 
stores,&c3 



SEAMEN'S WAGES. 
Mates and carpenters, to the 

West Indies, per month 
Seanoen dl^to ditto 
Ditto Mediterranean ditto 
t)itto Baltic ditto 

Shipwright's wages per day 
Cauiker's ditto ditto 



7 AO 
15 00 



3 6 

4 o 



o o 

O O 

o o 

o o 

o o 

o o 



o o 
o o 
o o 
10 q 
5 o 
5 7i 



42 17 2 per cent 
48 211 — ^^ — '- 

48 2 11 ■ — 

4» 17 2 

'42 17 2 

40 la 7 

Average"' 



advance 
on sea- 
men's 
waget 



L s. d. 
444 " 
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At a meeting of the eomiiiittee of ship-owtiers fof the 
port of London, held the 7th April 1803, at Will's 
CoflFee-house: 

Mr. DowsoN in tlie Chair: 

The secretary read the report of the sub-committee on the 
licences and bonds required by the commissioners of the 
customs, under the revenue acts, in consequence of the con- 
struction or build of certain ships. 

Resolved, That the said report be agreed to, and that a 

memorial be presented to the board of trade on the subject. 

(Signed) J. Dovi^soN, Chairman* 



MEMORIAL. 

To the Right Honourable the Ijords of the Committee of his Ma^ 
jestfs Fri'oy Covncit, appointed for the Consideration of all 
Matters feinting to Trade and Foreign Plantations. 

The Memorial of the Owners of British Ships, who have 
beeh obliged to take out Licences and give Bonds, in con- 
sequence of the particular Build and Construction of their 
Ships, ' 

Humbly sheweth. 

That by a certain act of parliament made and passed in 
the 13th year of the reign of his present majesty, for the 
better ascertaining the tonnage and burthen of ships and 
vessels importing and exporting goods into and from this 
kingdom, or hovering upon the coasts thereof, it is enacted, 
that the rule for admeasuring such ships or vessels, the ton- 
nage and burthen whereof should be necessary to be ascer- 
tained and known by any act or acts of parliament made, or 
thereafter to be made, concerning the revenues of customs, 
excise, or salt duty, should be as follows i (that is to say) 
that the length should be taken on a strait line along the 
rabbit of the keel of the ship, from the back of the main- 
stern-post to a perpendicular line from the fore-part of the 
raain-stem under the bowsprit, from which subtracting 
three-fifths of the breadth, the remainder should be esteem- 
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tA the just lengtliof the keel; and to find the tomiage and 
hreadth should be taken from the outside of the outside 
planks in the broadest part of the ship, be it either above 
or below the main-wales, exclusive of all manner of dou- 
bling planks that may be wrought upon the sides of the ship, 
then multiplying the length of the keel by the breadth so 
taken, and that product by half the breadth, and dividii^ 
the whole by ninety-four, the quotient should be deemed 
the true contents of the tonnage. 

That by another act of parliament made and passed in 
the 26th year of the reign of his said presefit majesty, it is 
enacted, that in cases where it may be necessary to ascer- 
tain the tonnage of any such ships or vessels when afloat^ 
the following method should be observed; (viz.) drop a 
plumb-line over the stem of the ship, and measure the 
distance between such line and the after-part of the stem- 
posts, at the load water-mark ; then measure from the top 
of the said plumb-line in a parallel direction with the wat^" 
to a particular point, immediately over the load water-maric 
at the fore-part of the main-stem, subtracting from such 
measurement the above distance, the remainder will be the 
ship's extreme length, from which is to be deducted three 
inches for every foot of the load draft of wzt&r for the rake 
abaft, and also three-fifths ft>r the dip's breadth fe>r the 
rake forward, the remainder shall be esteemed the just 
length of the keel to find the tonnage ; and then the said 
act directs, that the breadth of the ship shall be taken, and 
the contents of the tonnage ascertained, in the same manner 
as in the aforementioned act of the ISth of his majesty's 
reign is directed. 

That by certain acts of parliament passed in the S^th, 
27th, 28th, .34th, 36th, 38th, 39th, and 40th, years of his 
said present majesty's reign, certain ships, vessels, and boats, 
therein mentioned and described, are in certain cases subject 
to forfeiture, unless the owners thereof shall have a licence, 
as therein described and directed, for navigating the same, 
from the admiralty, or some person duly authorised by the 
lords commissioners of the admiralty to grant the same. 

That by the said acts, particularly by the acts of the 24th, 
89th, and 40th years of the present king, it is, amongst 
Other things, enacted, that such licence, when so taken out, 
shall nevertheless be void and of no effect, unless the owner 
and owners of such ships, vessels, or boats,' as therein men- 
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tldBftd^diallalso gkesdlcitnt security by bond to his majes« 
tyyhis heirs and successors, in double the value of such ship 
or vessel} to be approved of hj and to the satisfaaion of such 
coU«ctbr, comptrdler} or other proper officer df the customs^ 
as therein mentioned; with condition that such ship or 
▼essel shall not be employed in the importation or exporta- 
tion of tea) foreign spirituous liquors, or other prohibited 
goods, and that such ship, vessel, or boat, shall not be used 
or employed in hovering within the limits of any of the 
ports of this Idngdom, or within four leagues of any coast 
diereof, or in any other manner, or in any trade or employ*^ 
mem, whatsoever, contrary to law. 

iW for a con^derabk len^ of time past, until y^erf 
lately, it had not been the practice to enforce the above acts 
of parliament beyond what your memorialists humbly con- 
ceive and submit to be the true spirit and meaning of them; 
and consequently the general body of ship-owners were not 
^oioidered to be withip the intent of those acts, and were 
free from the grievances which the misapplication of those 
actrwas calculated to produce to the fair trader. 

That about two years since certain regulations were made 
by his majesty's commissioners of the customs; whereby 
it was declared that the owners of ships of a certain descrip- 
tion, that is to say, • Every ship where the length exceeds three 
feet and a half to one foot in breadth^ and which includes nearly 
all the ships employed in the carrying trade of the country, 
should be obliged not only to take out a licence from the 
lords commissioners of the admiralty for navigating and 
trading with such ships, but also to enter into a bond to his 
majesty, his heirs and successors, in double and sometimes 
treble the value of such ship or vessel : — ** That such ship 
or vessel shall not be employed in the importation or landing 
of any tea, or foreign spirituous liquors, or any prohibited 
<^ other goods, contrary to the true intent and meaning of 
any act of parliament which now is or hereafter may be en- 
forced, or in the exportation of any goods which are or may 
be prohibited to be exported from this kingdom, or in the 
re-lsuicting (^ any goods whatsoever contrary to law, which 
are ente^ outwards for exportation for any drawback or 
bounty, or which are or may be prohibited to be used or 
worn in Great Britain ; that such ship or vessel shall hot be 
found at anchor, or hovering within the said iitnits or distance, 
c^Eitriry to the true intent and meaning of the thereinbefore 
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recited act passed in the Sith year of the re^ of his present 
majesty; that such ship or vessel shall not be found -wi^iin 
the distances and situations particulariy descrihed and set 
forth in the thereinbefore recited act pa^ed in the 34th year 
of the reign of hb present majesty, c<mtrary to the provi- 
sions and directions of the said act; that such ship or vessel 
shall not be employed or be found or discovert to have 
been, out of the limits within which the said ship or vessel 
is licensed to navigate or trade, contrary to the directions 
and provisions of the before recited act passed in the 27th 
year of the reign of his present majesty; that such ship or 
vessel shall not be ^engaged for, or used in, 'any trade or 
employment whatsoever, other than that described and set 
forth in the licence for such ship or vessel, contrary to the 
thereinbefore-recited act passed in the S8th year of the reign 
of his present majesty ; and forther, that such ship or vessel 
shall not be used or employed in any other way or manner 
whatever contrary to the law in force relating to the revenue 
of customs on and immediately before the passing of the said 
thereinbefore recited act made in the S9th and 40th years of 
the reign of his present majesty; and that the licence 
granted for the said ship or vessel shall, in case the said ship 
or vessel shall be lost, brokea.up, sold, or otherwise disposed 
of, be delivered up to the collector of the customs for the 
time being, or his deputy, at the port therein mentioned, 
within the space of three months from the time such ship or 
vessel shall be lost, broken up, or otherwise disposed of." 

That the owners of the description of ships comprised in 
the above-mentioned regulation made by the commissioners 
of the customs have never before the making thereof been 
in any manner called upon or obliged to take out licences 
from the admiralty, or enter into any such'bond or secu«ity> 
as before stated* 

That after a very careful perusal of the several acts of par- 
liament referred to in the margin of the printed forms of 
the said bonds, it is evident that the regulations therein coii- 
tained vere not meant by the legislature to be applied to the 
merchants' ships, as buijt and used by the general body of 
British ship-owners; and that.k does not appear to your 
memorialists that any authority is thereby vested in the 
commissioners of tfeeictistoms to cpmpel the owners of such 
ships^to take out lifc^nces from the lords of the admiralty, or 
to enter into any'such bond or security as aforpmentioBedi 
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and that therefore, in their opinion, the said commissioners 
of the customs have exceeded the bounds .of their authority 
in so doing, by a misconception of the said act of the 13th 
year of his present majesty. 

That some of your memorialists, under this conception, 
and feeling themselves highly aggrieved by the afore- men- 
tioned regulation, have made apphcations in the usual form 
to the said commissioners of the customs, requesting they 
would shew to your memorialists under what act or acts of 
parliament in particular they claimed the power to make and 
enforce such regulation; but which the said commissioners 
have declined to do, merely answering, ** they acted ac- 
cording to law.** , 

That it appears to your memorialists to be clear, that the 
said acts of parliament were never meant to apply to that 
description of ships hereinbefore particularly mentioned and 
described; inasmuch as they submit to your lordships, that 
should the said acts be so construed to apply, it would be- 
come impossible, under the restraints they impose, for any 
man to employ his property in shipping concerns, or, indeed, 
for the commerce of the country with other nations to be 
carried on vrith that spirit of enterprise which has hitherto 
been its distinguished characteristic. 

That amongst the unexampled, and, your memorialists 
venture tp add, the undeserved hardships such a construction 
of these acts of parliament must inevitably inflict upon a 
numerous and useful body of men, your memorialists can- 
not forbear on the present occasion to point out to your 
lordslups, that thereby the most respectable ship-owners are 
put into the same perilous situation with the most notoHous 
smugglers; since it is in the power not only of the master 
of such ship, with whom it is impossible for an owner at all 
times to avoid having differences, but of any of the crew, 
to bring upon the own^r by acts committed without his con-r 
sent, but even without his knowledge, and beyond his power 
to prevent, and by information afterwards given thereof, the 
heavy penalties contained in the said acts, and the forfeiture 
of the said bonds. 

That by the said acts all ships, liable to have licence or not, 
which are found upon the coast, or within four leagues 
thereof, or within the limits of any of the ports within this 
kingdom, or that shall be discovered to have been within the 
said limits or distance, and not proceeding on hey voy^e. 
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wind and weather permittingt having on l^oard in aliy vesdcl 
or cask which shall not contain sixty gallons at the least, any 
greater quantity of brandy or other spirituous liquors than 
twp gallons for each seamaQ^ or haying on board six pounds 
weight of tea or twenty pounds weight of coffee, or any 
goods whatever liable to ferfeitiu*€, shsSl be forfeited. 

That in cases where a merchant ship has had a qukrl; 
passage, or when the crew consists of twenty men €ff asiy 
greater number, and in many other similar cases, it will h^ 
difficult, if not impossible, to avoid having on board such 
ship a larger quantity of tea and cofiee than the amount of 
the small allowance pointed out by the said act; and, at all 
events, it will be utterly out of the power of any ship-owner 
to prevent the forfeiture imposed by the said act of parlia* 
ment and bond, if the master of the ship or any of die crew 
think proper to commit any act against the provisions 
of the said acts of parliament and the condition of the said 
bond. 

That by the terms of the said licences the trade or ^m- 
•ployment in which any ship or vessel so licensed shall be en- 
gaged is directed to be specified, and the limits of the navi- 
gation and trade of such ship or vessel described- 

That it also appears that tie vessels particulariy irtiended 
by the legislature to be included within the intwit and mean- 
ing -of the several acts set forth in the margin of the B«d 
bonds do not come withm the last-mentioned regidation of the 
said commissioners of the customs. 

That it is provided by the aforesaid acts, and by the <XBi* 
dition of the said bond as above stated, that the licence 
sranted for any ^ip or vessel shall, in case such ship^ vessd 
be lost, broken up, sold, or otherwise disposed of, be de- 
livered up to the collector of the customs for the time being, 
or his deputy, at the port therein^to be specified, within the 
apace of three calendar months from the time such ship or 
vessel shall be lost, broken up, sold, or otherwise disposed 
of; and if this be not done, the owner of such ship or vessel 
becomes liable to the heavy penalties and foHeitnres inflicted 
by the said acts ^d bond. 

That such licence is never In the possession of the owner 
of the ship, but is usually on board and in the possesion of - 
the master, and must therefore, in case such ship be lost, be 
lost also ; or may be wilfoUy secreted or destroyed, or acci- 
dentally mislaid, by the master, for whose culpjJrility, ne» 
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fV^e&ct$ or mis&rtiine, the owner mione !sj i>y the ccmdttiaa 
pf tlie said bondt rendered liabk. 

That by these and m^iy other means too ninnenEms anl 
complicated to lay before your lordships within the iumts t£ 
this memorial, ctppr^ssions heretofore unknown^ at^ which, 
3s your memorialists submit, were not meant by the iegis** 
lature in passing the aforementioned acts of paidiament, utt 
imposed on British ship-owners, and a responsibility on their 
parts created, not only alarming and dreadful in its operation, 
but of a nature new, and, as they submit, irreconcilable with 
every princijde of policy and justice. 

That your memorialists beg leave to declare to your lord- 
slups, that they are convinced ship-owners have no wish to 
shrink from their fair share of the public burthens, or from 
a perfect obedience to the laws of the land j that in particular 
they have ever been and are anxious to be considered as con- 
tinuing to be observant of, and willing to support to the 
utmost of their power, the revenue laws of their country} 
and that their oidy aim is to be free from a liability for the 
acts of others, over whom, in respect of those acts, they 
have no power, and who may have many temptations, while 
free from all hazards themselves, to involve persons, in the 
situation of .your memorialists, in disgrace ttni ruin. . 

That if the said commissioners of the customs are at 
liberty to enforce the observance of the aforementioned 
regulation, no alternative will be left to the owners of British 
shij^ing but to submit to a liability at which every think- 
ing man must tremble, or to withdraw his capital from a 
pursuit fair and honourable to l^mself and highly useful to 
his country \ a measm-e which, in many cases, cannot be 
adapted without infinite injury to both. 

That the said acts o£ parliament of the 13th and fi6th of 
his present majesty have directed the method to be used in 
all cases whatever for the admeasurement of ships, and which 
your memorialists humbly submit to your lordships, if' ad- 
hered to, will prevent the ships before described coming 
within the said regulation of the commissioners of the cus- 
toms, and a strict adherence to which would, in the ap- 
prehension of your memorialists^ produce no injury to the 
revenue. 

That, your memortaUsts are ready to 'give every security 
that can -be reas<mably required of them, either in the nature 
of boi\ds, separate from those of the makers of their, re- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ixsxvi 

spective ships^ or in any mode that shall be thought advise 
ab}e, for the due observance of the revenue laws, so £ur as 
they personally and individually are concerned in the ob- 
servance thereof, and for their own personal and individvud 
acts ; but they trust they shall not be compelled to enter into 
obligations, the performance of which does not d^nd in 
any measure on themselves. 

Your memorialists therefore humbly hope your lordships 
will be pleased to take the preceding circumstances into 
your lordships' consideration, and to direct that the 
commissioner? of the customs may desist from enforcing 
their aforementioned regulation in future, and thzt the 
same be discontinued, and that all bonds and securities 
J^ven by any of the owners of such British ships, in 
pursuance thereof, be delivered to the respective per- 
sons who have executed the same, to be cancelled; or 
that your lordships will be pleased to make such order 
in the case as to your lordships shall seem meet. 

And your ji^eiporialists, &c. fy^ 

THE FORM OF THE BOND REFERRED TO, 
BLNOW all men by these presents, that we - 



are held and firmly bound unto our sovereign lord 
George the Third, by the grace of God, of the united 
kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland king, defender 
of the faith, in the sum of 

pounds, of good and lawful money of 
Great Britain, to be paid to our said lord the king, his 
heirs or successors : to which payment, well and truly 
to be made, we bind ourselves, and every of us, jointly 
and severally, for and in the whole, our heirs, executors, 
and administrators, and every of diem, firmly by these 
presents. Sealed vrith our seals. Dated this 
day of in the year of the reign 

of his said majesty, and in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and 

Whereas, by certain acts of parliament -passed in the 
twenty-fourth, twenty*seventh, twenty-eighth, thirty-fourth, 
thirty-sixth, and thirty-eighth years of the reign of kis 
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present majesty, certain ships, T^sseb, and boats^ therein pSf-^ 
ticularly described, are, in certain cases, subject to forfeiture^ 
unless the owners thereof shall have a licence, as therein 
described and directed, for navigating the same from the 
lord high admiral of Great Britain or commissioners of the 
admiralty for the time being, or any person authorized by 
diem to grant the same. And whereas the owner of every 
^p, vessel, or boat, so licensed, is reauired to give certain 
security, as in the said acts directed, before such ship, vessel, 
or boat, proceeds to sea, or sails out of any port, harbour, 
or creek, in this kingdom. 

And whereas, by an act passed in the thirty-ninth and 
fortieth years of the reign of his present majesty, for 
(amongst other things) extending bonds given on licensing 
ships, vessels, or boats, to all cases wherein diips, vessels, or 
boats may be liable to forfeiture, the terms and conditions of 
such sectiritj are directed to be extended and taken in man- 
ner hereinafter mentioned. And whereas^ 

owner of the called 

of of thelen|;diof 

of the breadth of , and 

the depth of being a 

within the meaning of the said in part recited acts, hath this 
day produced a licence for the same under the hands of the 
commissioners for executing the office of lord high admiral 
of Great Britain, ^md seal' of the office of the admiralty, to 
the purport and effect mentioned and contained in the said 
hereinbefore recited acts of parliament. 

Now the condition of this obligation is such, that if the 
aforesaid shall not be employed in the 

importation or landing of any tea, or foreign spirituous 
liquors, or any prohibited or other goods, contrary to the 
true intent and meaning; of any act of parliament which now 
is or hereafter may be m force, or in the exportation of any 
goods which are or may be prohibited to be exported from 
this kingdom, or in th^ re-landing of any goods whatsoever, 
contrary to law, which are entered outwards for exportation 
for any drawback or bounty, or which are or may be pro- 
hibited to be used or worn in Great Britain. And if the 
said shall not be found at anchor, 

or hovering within the limits of any of the ports of this 
kingdom, or within foiir leagues of the coast thereof, nor 
discovered to have been witmn the said limits or distance^ 
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tmt^ tf the true uktene or pa^e^amg f4 ibih^mixiurm 
tedded ^t passed in the 24rth year of th€t reign of his pre- 
tectHW^y, Andif the$aid sh^not 

^ W fcMtfid wi^bia the distances and aituatton$ paniculvly de- 
scribed smd set forth ia the horekbefore recited act passed 
m thft S4th year of the reiga of his preisent neia|esty> coa^ 
tyary to the directions a^d provisions <^ the said act. And 
also if the said ah^not be 

tB9{^oyed> or be found, er discovered to ha:^ beea> out of 
i^e limits within which the sakl is 

Ecensed to navigate or trade^ contrary lo the directions and 
previwne of the before recited aicb passed in the 27tk year 
of the^ reigA of Ids present majesty. And if the said 

shall not De engaged Ibr^ or used in^^ 
awy trade or cwipfoyment whatever, ^er thm Aat de^ 
wribed'wti^ forth m iha^Heeme for sttch 

, coaatrary to the before recited act passed in 
the 38th vear of the reign erf his preseat m^ssJty. Aad 
further,: if the said shall not be used or 

topl^ped in any other way or manner whatever, contrary to 
dtfeiaws in force relating t0 ibft revenue of customs, on and 
immediately before the passing of the said before reeled 
act isade in the 33th and ^0^ years of the resgn of his 
present flEu^ty, And if the Hcence granted for the said 

shall, ia c»e thesaU 
fbsM be lost, brofew up> aoW, or otherwise dis* 
posed ofr be delivered up to the collector of the custcnns for 
the time being, or hijdeputy^ at the port of 
within the space of three calendar months from the time 
tdch shall be lost, broken up, sold, 

m otherwise disposed pf, then the above-written obligation 
to be vc^id, otherwise to be a«d remain in fidl fon^a and 
Wrtiie^ 
Seakdc and deHv^red (being first duly 
sfc«nped})ijar tl^ pr^ence of L. & 



XETTER.FROM m STEPHEN COTTEEELL. 

^ Cffice of tjit Cflmimtt;eff of Pjiyy Cpuncil for Trade, Whitehall, July 18, |803l» 

' THE memorial transmitted by yt>u on the 5th of May 
last, G&r behalf oi^ the o^tiMrs of witish sbi^ in^ have been 
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oHiged to take out licences and give bonds in consequence 
of the particular construction oi their ships,* having b^cn 
referred to the commissioners of his majesty^s customs by 
the direction of the lords of the committee for trade } and 
their lordships having received the report of the said 
commissioners thereupon, by which it appears that. In 
consequence of doubts haying been entertained at a former 
period, the case had been . submitted to his majesty's law 
officers, who were of opinion, that every vessel which 
comes within the descriptions in the several acts relating 
to this subject does require to have licences, I am directed 
to acquaint you, that the prayer of the said memorial can- 
not be complied with. I am, sir. 

Your most obedient hmnble servant, 
(Signed) STEPH. COTTERELL- 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. &c. 



At a general meeting of ship-owners held the 26th 
April, 1803, at the London Tavern, to take into 
consideration the present very critical state of the ship* 
ping interest: 

P. Kennion, Esq. in tji6 Chair : 

Resolved unanimously. That the ship-owners present at 
this meeting are confirmed in their opinion of the injurious 
operation of the tax on the tonnage of shipping, and that 
it is the most impolitic and ruinous principle of taxation that 
could have been adopted in a maritime country ; and as the 
uniform system of the legislature of Great Britain had pre- 
viously been for centuries to encourage,* by every facility in 
its power, the maritime interest of the nation: the ship-own- 
trs present at this meeting rely with confidence on the 
justice of the legislature, and they trust it will not continue 
a. tax, tjie effect of which will most inevitably tend, not only 
to decrease the carrying trade of the country, but very ma- 
terially injure its commerce and manufacturers. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of the ship- 
owners present at this meeting be given to the right honour- 
able the lord mayor *, for his great attention to the shipping 

* ^ir Charles Price, Baft; 
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interest^ and thtt his lordship be requested to procufe 
the ♦petition from the ship-owners of the port o]F LondoHj 
for the repeal of the tonnage duty, to be taken into con« 
sideration previous to the discussion of that port of the 
intended consolidated act which relates to the duty on the 
tonnage of ships. 

Resolved* That the preceding resolutions be transmitted 
to the lord mayor by the secretary. 

(Signed) P. Keknion* Chairman, 



At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners for 
the port of Londop, held the 5th May, 1803^ at 
Wills* Coffee-house: 

Mr. Hill in the Chair : . 
RAMSGATE HARBOUR DUES. 

The secretary read a letter from Sunderland on this sub- 
ject, dated 9th April, 1803 : 

Resolved, That as it is to ascertain the liability of the 
ships in the coal trade to pay the Ramsgate harbour dues 
when returning in ballast, the committee are of opinion, 
that the committee at Sunderland are warranted in adapting 
the suggestion in the letter of Rowland Burdon, Esq. M. P. 
to them, and in taking measures to ascertain by law the point 
in question, and that the secretary be desired to lay the case 
again before Mr. Wood for his further consideration. 

Resolved, That the secretary be instructed to pat up a 
notice at Lloyd's to the following effect : 

Mediterranean Passes. 

Ship-owners who have experienced any inconvenience, or 
sustained any injury, from having inadvertently lost or mis- 
laid the Mediterranean passes of their respective ships, are 
requested to transmit statements of their several cases to 
Mr. Atcheson, secretary to the committee of ship-owners for 
the port of I,(»idon. 

5th May, 1803. 

(Signed) J. HtLL, Chalnmp^ 

* Vide Parliamentary Debates; alio. Gobbet's P(^ttcal RegtstertVi^ 3^ 
and 3 ; also, Journals of the House of Coauno»94 i^OjJ* 
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At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners for the 
port of London, held the 19th day of May, 180S, at 
Wills' Coflfee-house: 

James Ptcroft^ Esq. in the Chair : 

The secretary read the resolutions of the House of Com- 
mons, as stated in the votes, respecting the dock dues in the 
port of Xiondon* 

Resolved, That the secretary be requested to wait on the 
lord mayor and Mr. Vansittart, and to endeavour to obtain 
an exemption for ships entering inwards and outwards in 
ballast from the paymeiit of the dock or canal dues* 

Resolved unanimously. That the right honourable the 
lord mayor be desired to wait on the ri^t honourable the 
chancellor of the exchequer, and to request that the duties 
on the tonnage of shipping may be separated froiti the con- 
solidated bill now pending in parliament, and also to inform 
Mr. Addington, thzt from tie peculiar situation of the country^ 
the ship-owners of the port of London forbear to press their 
application to parliament, and submit to the continuance of 
the duty on the tonnage of shipping under proper mo- 
difications, but expressly on condition that the said duties on 
tonnage stall cease at the end of the present war. 

(Signed) J. Pycroft, Chairman. 



At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners for th^ 
port of London, held the 16th June, 1803, at Wills* 
Coffee-house : 

Mrr Hill in the Chair : 
Resolved, That the chairman be requested to wait on the 
right honourable the lord mayor, and to desire that he will 
endeavour to prevail on his majesty's ministers to delay the 
bin for the suspension of the Navigation Act^ until the ship- 
owners hav6 had an opportunity of seeing it ; and also tc^ 
request some explanation relative to the increase duties on 
tonnage j and in case no relief can be obtained in that respect, 
that the lord mayor be desired to use his endeavours to ob- 
tain that both the former and the intended further duties on 
tonnage shall cease with the war, 

(Signed) J, Hill, Chairman, 
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At. a meeting of the committee of shipowners for the 
port of London, held the 6th June, 1805 ; 

Mr. Blackett in the Chair : 

* Resolved, That it is highly expedient that this committee 

should cause an inquiry to be made of the increase of fees 

^d other charges imposed on ships and goods in the port of 

London not granted by the legislature, from 17 85 to 1805, 

both inclusive. 

(Sipied) J. Blacki^tt, Chzitmtn. 



At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners for the 
port of London, held the 1st November, 1803: 

Robert Curling, Esq. in the Chair: 

Resolved, That the secretary be requeste4 to apply to 
Mr. Marsham for copies of all the orders made and pub? 
iished by the directors of the Weist-India dock company, 
in order that the ship-owners in the W^st-India trade may 
be apprised of them, and give the necessary instructions to 
their respective masters. 

^Signed) Robert Curling, Chairman, 



At a general meeting of the society of ship-owners of 
Great Britain, held at the I-ondon Tavern, on 
Thursday, the 22d day of March, 1804: 

Jloi^ERT Curling, Esq. in the Chair : 

ThB secretary read the report of the committee, statingj 
f* that the committee deemed it necessary to request the at- 
tention of the meeting to the several objects which had bcep 
noticed by them since their appointment. 

" The society, it was to be observed, was instituted in 1802) 
in consequence of the depreciated state of the shipping 
interest, arid the various inconveniences to which ship- 
owners were then liable. Their first and most important 
object had been to endeavour to convince the king's mi- 
nisters of the impolicy of itnposing any direct tax on ship- 
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ping: and they arc satisfied, that in case an investigatjon 
into the actual state of the navigation of the country had 
taken place, and which was so earnestly desired by them, 
much of the distress which is continued to be felt by the 
shipping interest would have been avoided ; their statements 
would have been found correct, and not fallacious or ex- 
aggerated, as they were so industriously represented to be ; 
and the country would not at the present time have had to 
regret the injurious opei^tion of the applicatioti of so new a 
priiiciple of taxation in a maritime country, the continued sus^ 
pension ^ the Navigation Acty and the emigration of manj 
brave native seamen, who are either now in the employment 
of America, or in the service of the enemy. This object 
the committee had not been able completely to attain : they, 
however, hope, that the frequent recurrence to these points^ 
and the repeated intimations which have been given to many 
of the members of the legislature on the subject, will occa- 
sion, at no distant day, a parliamentary inquiry into the actual 
state of the navigation of Great Britain. The committee for- 
bear at present commenting further on these most important 
objects to the country, or to expatiate more fully on the pre- 
sent depressed state of the shipping interest and the causes 
which have occasioned it; they are too obvious to need 
enumeration, and the ultimate ruinous consequences to be 
expected from them can only be averted by a strict adhereiut 
to the provisions of the Navigation Act, which our ancestors 
considered so essentially requisite to the glory and welfare 
pf the empire, and by affording to British ship-owners sttclt 
facilities as will at least enable them to navigate their ships 
upon an equal footing with foreigners. 

** The other subjects which had come before the committee 
were the following, viz. 

1st. The serious inconvenience many ship-owners have 
felt, and still continue to feel, from being obliged to take out 
licences and give bonds to the commissioners of his majesty's 
customs, from the particular construction and build of their 
ships. The subject was considered of so much consequence, 
that it had been referred to a sub-committee, to take the 
same into their consideration, and point out not only the 
several inconveniences resulting from the regulation, but the 
means by which they might be remedied, without any in- 
jiuy whatever to the revenue } and to report the same to the 
committee : accordingly a memorial had been presented to 
|he iords committee. of trade on the subject \ bqjt the com^? 



Digitized by 



Google 



XCIV 

kiittee are sorry to observe, that their lordships have refused 
to make any alteration in the regulations of the conunission-r 
ers of the customs. 

. Sdly. The next subject which had been submitted to the 
consideration of the committee, ^as the claim recently set 
up by the trustees of Ramsgate harbour for payment of the 
harbour dues on colliers returning in ballast coastwise, and 
from Guernsey or Jersey : and the ^committee had, at the 
request of the ship-owners at Sunderland and Scarborough, 
taken the opinion of a very eminent lawyer on the subject ; 
and it appeared by that opinion, that the trustees were 
not warranted by the act in demanding the harbour dues 
on colliers returning in ballast coastwise, or from Guernsey 
or Jersey, as before stated. In consequence of that opinioil, 
a case had been by consent submitted to the consideration 
of two of the judges, and which remained for a second 
argument*- 



• Ramsgate Harbour Act, 

^ collier! 
pot ed by this act ; 



Case respecting colliers returning in ballast being liable to the duties xsn^ 
this a 



In the court of Pleas at Durham *. 
Sanderson and others, Plaintiffs ; and Scarth, Defendant. 

This cause being an action of assumpsit for money had and received by 
the defendant for the use of the plaintiffs, came on to be tried at the last 
Xhirham assizes, before Mr. Baron Thompson, when a verdict, by consent^ 
was talKU by the plaintiff, subject to the opinion of the court on the fol- 
lowing case, viz. 

ThatJ in pursuance of an act passed in the 32d year of the reign of hit 
present majesty, entitled, An Act for the Maintenance and Improvement 
of the Haroour of Ramsgate, in the county of Kent; and for cleansing, 
amending, and preserving the Haven of Sandwich, ' in the same county^ 
the trustees for carrying the said act into execution did settle and impose 
the several rates and duties hereinafter mentioned, to commence and be» 
come payable from and after the 2!kb day ofJune^ 1792, inclusive, (that is to 
say) the rate and duty of 3d. per ton to be paid by the master or owner 
of every ship, vessel, or crayer, of the burthen of twenty tons or upwards, 
and not exceeding the burthen of 300 tons, whether the same be laden or 
in ballast^ passing from, to, or by Ramsgate, whether on the east or west 
side o/ the Goodwin Sands, or otherwise, passing by or conun^ into the 
harbour there, (other than and except ships laden with coals, grindstones, 
or purbeck, Portland or other stones, not having a receipt testifying his 
payment before, or on that voyage:) and for every ship, vessel, or crayer, 
which shall exceed the burthen of three hundred tons, tlie rate or duty of 
one penny for each ton of such ship, except ships laden with coals, gnnd- 
stone, purbeck, Portland or other stones; and for every chaldron of coals^ 
or ton of grindstones, purbeck, Portland or other stones, a rate of three 
halfpence to be paid in such manner, and so often, as in the said act in those 
respects mentioned. — By ivbich said act it is enacted, that the said duties shall Le 
paid every tjme such shi/>, vesjcl, or crayer^ shall sail fr^m^ arrive or came «r/r, 
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Sdly* Another important subject which had been sub- 
mitted to the committee, was the rates of pilotage from th« 

SarSour, at H-past By Ramsgate at aforesaid ; etectpt as thereinafter is imentuned : 
4uid by vjbicb said act it is declared, tbat no coasting vessel orfsberman shall pay the 
duty charged by the said act oftener than once in every one year ; nor shall a/^ collier 
returning in ballast from the French or Flemish coasf^ producing a certiffote of having 
pmdtbe duty on her outtvard bound voyage for her cargo of coals, be liable to the pay- 
ment of any such duty for her infuardbound voyage. And which said rates and 
duties were forthwith duly published in manner directed by the said act» 
and stUl remain in full force and unaltered. 

That the plainti^ were and are owners of the ship Violet, being a ship 
of the burthen of 166 tons, employed in carrying coals from Sunderland and 
other ports of England, to other ports of England, and returning imme* 
diately in ballast to her port of loading. That the said ship, early in the 
present year, sailed with a cargo of coals from Sunderland to Portsmouth, 
and delivered the same there; and the master of the said ship paid there, ot% 
his outward bound voyage, the Rac&sgate harbour duties of three halfpence 
per chaldron on the said ship's cargo of coals, pursuant to the said act*. 
That the said ship after deUvering her said cargo of coals at Portsmouth 
returned immediately in ballast to Sunderland ; and the master there paid on 
his homeward bound voyage the Ramsgate harbour duty of threepence 
per ton on the burthen of the said ship. 

That afterwards, in the month of April last, the said ship sailed ^ain 
with another cargo of coals from Simderland to Portsmouth, and delivered 
the same there, and the master a^ain paid there, on his last-mentioned outtvard 
bound voyage, the Ramsgate harbour duties of three hal^ence per chaldroa 
on the ship's last-mentioned cargo of coals. 

That the said ship having delivered the said last-mentioned cargo of coalt 
at Portsmouth aforesaid, returned to Sunderland aforesaid in ballast ; and on 
the arrival there, the defendant being the collector duly appointed of the 
Ramsgate harbour dues payable at the port of Sunderland, demanded of the 
plaintiff* the sum of 2/. 1/. 6d, for the Ramsgate harbour duty of threepence 
per ton for the last-mentioned home-ward hound voysige of the said ship ; and 
which sum of 2/. is, 6d, the plaintiffs paid to the defendant under protest 
against its being legally payable, and without prejudice to their righ^ to re- 
cover it back : for this payment, the following receipt was given by the 
deputy collector of the said duties to the master of the said ship. 

Port of Sunderland, , 
Receipt, No. 78. Ramsgate Harbour Duty. 

Received the 11th day of June, 1803, of Captain William Mackie, 
master of the Violet, registered at Sunderland, of tne burthen of 166 tons, 
bound from Portsmouth to Sunderland, the sum of 21,' Is, 6dt for the duty of 
threepence per ton payable for the voyage home, to the trustees for the main- 
tenance and improvement of the harbour of Ramsgate, by virtue of an act 
of parliament made in the 32d year of the reign of his majesty.king George 
the Third. 

C. S. Hill, for the Collector. 

The question reserved for the opinion of the tourt is, whether the plain- 
tiff* *re entitled to recover ? 

(Signed) John Richardson, for Plaintiff* 

Robert Ward, for Defendants. 

Certificate^ 
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Downs to Gravesend, and from thence to London : and a$ 
the several acts respecting the pilotage from the Downs and 
Orfordness to London will shortly expire, a sub-committee 
had been appointed to take the same into consideration, and 
to report to the committee what, in conjunction with the 
lord warden of the Cinque Ports and the elder brethren of 
the Trinity-house, they may think will be most proper to be 
done in that respect *. 

4thly. Another subject of the greatest magnitude to the 
ship-owners in the port of London, which had engaged the 
most serious^ and anxious attention of the committee, was the 
disputes in the autumn of 1802, between the ship-builders 
and their workmen ; and in consequence of the manner in 
whidi those differences had been adjusted bv the builders 
wlio had applied to the committee on the subject, the sOi- 
ciety had at a general meeting entered into some resolutions 
expressive of their disapprobation of the motives of the ship^ 

Ccrtj/fcaie. 

Sanderson and odiers, Plaintiffs; and Scarth, Defendant. 

A verdict having been taken for the plaintiffs on the trial of this caose 
at the last Durham assizes, subject to the opinion of the court upon a case 
then reserved, and that case having^ been since argiied before us by counsel 
on both sides, we are of opinion that the plainti^B are entitled to recover ac- 
cording- to such verdict; and do hereby order, that the' plaintifl^ be at 
Mberty to enter up judgment thereon.— Dated tlie 28th June, 1804. 

A. Thomson-. 

A. Chaubke. 

-Counsel for the plaintiffs — Mr. Serjeant Cockell, Mr. Wood, Mr. Top- 

ng, and Mr. J. Richardson, 
tor— Mr. Atcheson. 
' Counsel for the defendants — Mr. Park, Mr. — , and Mr. R. Ward. 
Solicitors — Messrs. Wadeson and Co. 

Copy nf the Resolutions of the Board of Directors of Ramsgate Harhoitr, the S^ib 
July, 1804. 

Read a letter from Mr. Atcheson to the solicitor of this trust, on behalf 
of the shii).owners, for repayment of monies collected for duties on col- 
liers passing the harbour in balUsty and for an account of the monies so re* 
<;eived. 

The secretary stated, that as the tonnage duties imposed on vessels are 
]f)ayable, whether laden 6r in ballast, it was not requisite to distinguish . 
whether the duties on tonnage were collected for colliers or other vessels, 
and that no cqrrect account can be made out. 

Resolved, That the ship-owners be requested to send in ao account of 
the sums claimed to be repaid to them, and to produce the receipts to the 
secr^ary. (Signed) Thos. P&iTZL«K<t 

% See t^st extract from minutes of 26(h Sept. 18Q5. 
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builders whiek appeared to them to have led to the con- 
clusion of those disputes. 

5thly. The conunittee had, during the, last sessicm of par- 
liament, deemed it expedient, from motives of public duty, 
to oppose the duties which were attempted by the Bell Rock 
Light-house Bill to be imposed on ail ships passing the line of 
the latitude of Bell Rocky on which a light-house was proposed 
to be erected, so far as such duties ^ould have affected the 
Baltic trade; and it appears that the duties which were to 
have been so charged would have produced ujJwards of 
l0,0OO/. per annum to that light-house, but for the timely 
interfer^ce of this committee *. 

€thly. The committee had likewise obtained in the last 
session of parliament an exemption from the payment of 
the duties (usually called dock dues) imposed on all ships 
entering inw^ds or clearing outwards from the port of Lon- 
don /;; ballast f by the Act for the Improvement of the Port 
of London, which, with the fees^ &c. amounted to upwards 
of 4000/. per annum. 

"In addition to the objects before stated, many other matters 
had been incidentally submitted to the consideration of the 
committee, who had not been unmindful either of the peculiar 
situation of many ship-owners, whose masters had inad- 
vertently lost or mislaid their Mediterranean passes; or the 
many inconveniences which had arisen from several of the 
regulations adopted at the West-India docks, but which, 
from the explanations recently given by the directors^ they 
Were led to believe will be in future avoided. 

^ Vide 46 Geo. 3. c. — , which is founded on the following resolutions of 
the House of Commons on the 27th June, 1806: 

1. That it would be of great benefit to tlie trade and navigation of this 
kingdom if a light-house was erected on thevBell or Cape Rock, lying on 
the east coast of Scotland, near the entrance of the Firths of ^orth and 
Tay. 

2. That every ship or decked vessel of the united kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, navigated according to law, whicK shall sail to or 
from any port or place on the east coast of Scotland, between Peterhead 
on the north, and Berwick-upon-Tweed on the South, inclusive; and whe- 
ther the said ship or vessel shall be outyrard or homeward bound, or on a 
forei^ voyaM, or sailing coastwise ; as also, all ships and vessels as above 
described, which shall sail within a line drawn from Peterhead on the 
north, to the said port of Berwick on the south, both inclusive, shall be 
charged with and pay to the commissioners of northern light-houses 
towards erecting and maintaining the said light-house, a sum not exceeding 
one penny halfjpenny for every ton of such ship or vessel; and every 
forrign ^hip or decked vessel sailing as aforesaid shall be charged with* 
and pay a sum not exceeding three pence, for every ton thereof. 

- [N] 
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" The committee flattered themselves, that the shipping 
interest of the country will be most materially benefited by 
the permanent establishment of the society; its principal 
object being to give effect to the old maritime principles of die 
country, znd the establishments which have arisen out of them. 
The committee have not thought it necessary to notice par- 
ticularly the various papers and documents which they had 
printed relative to the tonnage duty ; but beg leave to refer 
to them, and again to declare, ^^ that their investigation of 
the several subjects which had been submitted to their con- 
sideration isince the establishment of the society had been 
conducted with the greatest impartiality, and that they had 
not been on any occasion influenced by private views or 
party feeling •, and that their anxiety to give permanency to 
the establishment of the society arises from no other motive 
than a due sense of justice to their country and to them- 
selves — a high $ehtiment of the national importance of the 
shipping interest, and the .remembrance that to it is to be 
attributed the glory and greatness of the British empire." 

Resolved unanimously. That the report of the committee 
be confirmed. 

The secretary then reported. That he had received from 
lord Sheffield, for the chairman, a copy of his lordship's 
** Strictures on thd Necessity of inviolably maintaining the 
Navigation and Colonial System of Great Britain.'^ 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of the society be 
given to lord Sheffield,, for fcis important observations on 
the " Necessity of inviolably maintaining the Navigation 
and Colonial System of Great Britain ;" and that the secre- 
tary do communicate this resolution to his lordship. 

(Signed) R. Curling, Chairman. 



At a meetii^ of the committee of ship-ovmers fbr 
the port oiLondon, held the 19th April, 1804 : 

Mr. Akenhead in the Chair : 

The secretary read the several papers presented by Mr. 
Chapman, relative to the suspension of the Act of Navi- 
gation. 

Resolved imanimously. That a petition be presented to 
parliament against any 'further suspension of the Act of 
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Navigation, and praying that the same may, in future, be 
strictly enforced. 

(Signed) J. Axenhead, Chairman. 



At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners for 
the port of London, held the 10th May, 1804: 

Mr. W. Curling in the Chair: 

The secretary read the petitions to parliament against the 
further suspension of the Act of Navigation *. 

Resolved unanimously, That the right honourable John 
lord Sheffield be requested |o present the petition to the 
House of Lords. 

Resolved unanimously. That Sir Charles Price, Bart, be 

requested to present the petition to the House of Commons. 

(Signed) W. Curling, Chairman. 



At a general meeting of the society of ship-owners of 
Great Britain, held at the London Tavern, on Thiurs- 
day, the 7th day of June, 1804? ; 

. Thomas Horncastle, Esq. in the Chair : 

The secretary then read the votes of the honourable the 
House of Conwnons for Thursday the 31st of May last, 
setting forth cnly part of the petition from the ship-owners- 
of the port of London, respecting the suspension of the 
Navigation Act. 

Resolved unanimously. That the whole of the petition 
presented to the honourable the House of Commons jfrom' 
the ship-owners at this port respecting the suspension of the 
Navigation Act be inserted in two of the Daily Papers, in 
order that the country may be acquainted with the merits of 
the said petition, and of the ruinous consequences resulting 
from the continued suspension of the Navigation Act. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this society be 
given to lord Sheffield, for presenting the petition of the 

• vide CoUectiqn of Debates on the American Int^rcQurse Bill, &c. 
Wtion, 1805, 
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ship-own^ of this port to tke right hononnble the House 
of Lords, respecting the suspension of the Navigation Act. 
Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this society be 
given to * Harvey Christian Coombe, Esq. alderman, and 
one of the representatives in parliament for the city of 
London, for presenting to the nonourable House of Coiq- 
mons the petition of the ship-owners of this port oi^ the 
same subject. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this society be 
given to the honourable Henry Lassies, for presenting to 
the honourable the House of Commons the petition of the 
ship-owners at the port of Scarborough, on the same subject. 

Resolved un^imously. That the thanks of this society be 
riven to Sir William Heathcote, Bart. £br presenting to the 
honourable the House of Commons the petition of the ship- 
owners at the port of Portsmouth, on the same subject. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this 90ciety 
be given to Sir Ralph Milbanke, Bart, for presenting to the 
honourable the House of Commons the petition of the ship- 
owners of the port of Sunderland, on the same subject. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this society be 
given to John Staniforth, Esq. M. P. for his attention to the 
committee of ship-owners for the port of London. 

The treasurer s accounts for the last year were then pre- 
sented, read, and approved. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this society be 
^ven to the treasurer, Mr. Isaac Robinson, for his strict at- 
tention to the duties of his office, and to the general in- 
terests of the society for the last two years. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this society be 
Jven to the secretary, Mr. Atcheson, for his active and in- 
lefatigable exertions in support of the §hrpping interest of 
the country, and for his unreinitting attention to the business 
of this society. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this meeting 
be given to Mr. Horncastle, for his attention and impartial 
conduct of the chair. 

(Signed) Thomas Hohncastle, Chairman. 

* Mr. Goombe presented this petition|in the abMnceof Sir ChariesPt^cf 
from m^8]^08ijdoii. 
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At a meeting of the general committee of shijMjwners 
for the port of London, at Wills' CoiFee-house, the 
28th day of February, 1 805, convened to .take into 
consideration the propriety of presenting a memorial 
to tjie right honourable tlie lords of the committee 
of council for the affairs of trade and foreign planta- 
tions, on the present alarming state of the shipping 
interest of Great Britain, in consequence of the re- 
sult of a recent interview with that board on the 
subject: 

Robert Curlihg, Esq. in the Chair: 

Resolved unanimously, That as it appears necessary that 
die inconveniences and depression complained of by the 
shipping interest should be distinctly stated in a memorial 
to the * board of trade, according to the suggestion of that 
board — ^that the secretary be instructed to write a circular 
tetter to the ship-owners at the out-ports, requesting their 
co-operation, and at the same time to recommend to them 
the expediency of previously establishing a fund for de- 
fraying the expences attending the investigation of so im- 

• At this p^od his grace the duke of Montrose ^yas president, and the 
right honourable George Hose vice president of the board of trade. See 
extract from minutes post^ June 19, 1S06. 

" Resolved unanimously, That it is the opinion of this committee that it 
18 now more than ever important that the exertions which were begun by 
this committee in 1801, and continued in the years 1802 and 1803, to ob- 
tain attention to the interests of Britislt shipping, should be renewed with 
increased activity, as the good effect of the measures adopted in Mr. Pitt's 
U administration in 1804, for Gradually regaining the inestimable advan- 
tages this country n^ust at all times derive from tSe Navigation Act when 
enforced, began to be manifested; and if those measures had been followed 
up, with others dictated by wisdom, which there is good reason to believe 
was intended,^ the carrying trade between America and the West Indies 
would soon haye been r^to^ed tp British ship-pwners.*- 

See also Extract of 31st July, l»06. 

" Resolved unaiximously. That the thanks of this meeting be given to 
Ac right honourable George Rose, the right honourable sir Wm. Grant, 
the.ri^ht honourable sir Wm, Scott, lord Castlereagh, the rigjht honourable 
Ceorge C^nn^ng, the honourable Spencer Perceval, Mr. Staniforth, and the 
several other members of the House of Commons, who have expressed their 
decided opinion, formed on the fullest and coolest reflection, against any 
further departure from the navigation and colonial system of Great Britain, 
relaxed partially and teinporarily in the late war, for reasons, whether jus- 
ti^able or otherwise, not necessary now* to be entered on, but which system 
Ae experience of the late government had induced them to adopt mea-^ 
!|ures for completely restoring^ apd which, in part^ bad been effected.** 
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pcHtant a subject ; and also, to desire the ship-owners at tho 
out-ports^ in their communications to the secretary on this 
subject, to state specifically the inconveniences experienced 
at their re^)ective ports. 

Resolved unanimously. That a sub-committee consisting 
of Mr. Curling, Mr. Tnojnas Brown, Mr. George Brown, 
Mr. Thomas Horncastle, Mr. John Akenhead, Mr. John 
Blacket, Mr. Jose^ Dowson, Mr. William Curling Mr. 
Old, Mr« Robert Chapman, Mr. Jackson, and Mr. Williams 
(and any three of them to be a quorum), be appointed to 
prepare a memorial to the right hon. the lords of the com- 
mittee of coimcil for the affiz^rs of trade and foreign planta- 
tions, on the present alarming state of the shipping interest 
of Great Britain j and to state therein, that they are ready 
to subs^ntiate the same by evidence whenever required, 
and that such sub-committee Iff an open committee^ 

Resolved unanitnously. That the sub-committee do meet 
on Tuesday and Thursday in each week,- at one o'clock 
precisely^ at the secretary's office, in Austin Friars, until the 
memorial and ^atements in the su|^rt of it are prepared ; 
^d that thes^ resolutions be sent to the members of th^ 
general committee, and to the ship-owners at the out-ports. 
(Signed) RoBEfiT CurjlinG| ChsurmaQ* 



At a meeting of the general committee of ship-owners 
for the port of London, held at Wills' Coffee-house, 
Comhill, the 22d day of May, 1 805 : 

Ralph Keddet, Esq. in the Chair : 

/ The secretary stated, that he had received two letters 
from Ambrose Weston, Esq. solicitor to the corporation of 
the Trinity»housp, of Deptford Strond, on the subject of the 
* Lastage and Ballast Bill then before parliament : — ^and the 
same were read, and also several clauses of the said bill| 
and the rates proposed, not only to be levied for ballast 
on ships in the West-India and Londpn docksj but also on 
ships in the river Thames* 

• Fule Stat. 45 Geo. 3» c 98. passed June, 1805--^hidi continues the 
former rates for ballast delivered in the River, and contains tome new regula- 
tions respecting the delivery of ballast in the East and West India and {iOn^oft 
0ock8> and at the chalk wKarfs below Wootwich« 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



cm 

Resolved unanimously^ That from the present serious de* 
pression of British shipping, and from the enormous increase 
of charges on ships frequenting the port of London — it is 
the opinion of this committee, that they cannot, consistent 
with the duty they owe to the ship-owners of the country, 
and with a due regard to their own interest, agree ' to any 
proposition to raise, at this time, the price of ballast within 
the port of London, especially as no actual necessity has yet 
been shewn to justify or warrant such a measure ; and that 
a petition be presented to parliament against the same. 

Resolved, That the secretary be instructed to transmit 

the preceding resolution to Ambrose Weston, Esq. solicitor 

to the corporation of the Trinity»house of Deptford Strond. 

(Signed) Ralph Kkddey, Cluurman. 



PETITION AGAINST BALLAST BILL. 

To the Honourable the Commofis of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland^ in Parliament asseiMed, 

The humble petition of the several persons whose 
names are hereunder written, being owners of or 
otherwise interested in British ships and vessels fre- 
qilfenting and trading to the port of London, 

Sheweth, 

That a bill is now pending in this honourable house 
*' To repeal two acts passed in the sixth and thirty-second 
years of his late majesty, for the regulation of Lastage and 
Ballastage in the River Thames, and to make more effectual 
regulations theretc^." That the said bill contains certain 
clauses, imposing additipnal duties on the owners of all 
British ships frequenting the port of London, for such bal- 
last as they may have occasion to take on board their re- 
spective ships, whether it consists of the soil of the river 
Thames, or any other article which they may take on board, 
as such; which additional duties, if passed into a law, will not 
only be injurious to your petitioners and the other owners pf 
ships and vessels frequenting the port of. London, but will 
be highly prejudicial to the public. 

That it is with great concern your petitioners have still to 
lament the serious depression of the shipping interest of the 
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country, especiallj the shipping engaged in the coal tradci 
and which, instead of being subjected to any further ad- 
ditional local or public burchen, your petkioners most hum- 
bly submit, requires aid* and relief. 

That the clauses in the said bill which relate to the de- 
livery of ballast for ships in the West-India and London 
docks, will prove extremely inconvenient and injurious to 
your petitioners and the other owners of ships engaged in 
the West-India trade. 

That the provisions, restrictions, and regulations con- 
tained in the said bill, if passed into a law, would create 
great delay in the disp«:ch of ships trading tothe port of 
London, especially colHers, and would be attended with 
great e:^pence to your petitioners ; and the said bill contains 
several other clauses and provisions which, if passed into a 
law, would likewise be very injurious to yoiur petitioners. 
. Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that they may 
be heard by counsel against so much of the said bill 
as affects them, and that the said bill may not pass 
into a law as it now stands ; and that your petitioners 
may have such other relief in the premises as to this 
honourable house shall seem meet. 

And your petitioners shall ever pray, &c. 



At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners of 
the port of London, at V/ills' Coffee-house, 5th 
Sept. 1805 : 

IMr. Akenhead in the Chair: 

It having been stated that several heats belonging* to 
merchant ships in the river Thames had been seized and con- 
demned under the 34th Geo. 3, chap. 50, and other revenue 
acts, 

Roolved, That a memorial be presented to the lords 
commissioners of the treasury, statiug the preceding circum- 
stances, and praying that all boats belonging to merchant 
ships shall be exempted from the operation of those acts, 
and that the owners shall not be compelled to take. out 
licences for such boats in future. 

(Signed) J. Akekiiead, Chairman* 
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At a general meeting of the society of ship-owners of 
Great Britain, held at the London Tavern> this Stix 
day of August, ISO 5: 

Ralph Keddet, Esq. in the Chair : ^ 

The secretary read the following Note from Sir Charles 
Price, Bar^. and also the letter addressed to him by th& 
' right honourable George Rose> on the intended Pilotage 
BiU. . - 

To Nat. Atchesoftj Esj, 

Sir Charles Price presents his compliments to Mn At»» 
cIieson,ahd herewith sends him a bill intended to.be brougln 
into parliament for the better regulation of pilots, with a 
letter he received from Mr. Rose. Mr. Atcheson will 
lay the same before the ship-owners, 8cc. and acquaint 
them Sir Charles will have pleasiure in receiving their 
opinions. 

Bedford-square, 27th July, 1805. 

To Sir Charles Price ^ Bart. 

SIR, ^ ^ . ^ ' ' 

I transmit you herewith a jrt-inted copy of ** A BiQ for the 
better Regulation of Pilots and Pilotage of Vessels navi- 
f^ating the British Seas,*' which I had the h6nbur of intro- 
ducing into the House of Commbns in the last session of 
parliament : I did not attempt to have it further proceeded 
in than going tlirough a committee to have the blanks filled 
up, as I was aware that the iraportaiice of the sub"- ' 
ject, and the difficulties likely to attend any siatisfactory 
measure respecting tt, rend^ed it highly desirable, not only 
that fuUtime should be allowed for receiving ajid considering 
objections to the bill^ but* that it Was requisite to make 
the most extensive communications, in the hope of receiving 
useful suggestions for the improvement 6f it. At present 
the scope of the bill comprehends only the British channel, 
and from the South' Foreland to the Thames, except in 
clause A, page 4, requiring the transmission of the names o£ 
all pilots to the custoifi-hbus^, which was necessary that it 
may be known how to address them quarantine orders. If, 
however, the merchants, ship-owners, &c. shall be desirous 
• [O] 
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fsS hsving ottier provisions of the bill extended to the North 
Sea, St. George's Channel, or the Bristol Channel, and any 
-intimation is made of that to me during the retess, I will 
take care that such proposition shall be attentively con- 
sidered by competent judges before a new bill is proposed 
in the next session, and you will, of course, have an op^ 
.portunity of seeing, that in any event due attention is paid 
tp it : I trust you will have the goodness to excuse my giving 
you this trouble on a subject deeply interesting to the 
country, not only as respecting very valuable property, but 
still more so, as affecting the lives of the people, both as to 
protection from shipwreck, and from infectious disorders. 
My object in doin^ this is to give you an opportunity of 
jn^ng a communication to some of your constituents on 
the matter, if yoa shaU think it right to do so. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
Oki Palace-yard, July 22, 1805. (Signed) Geo. Rose. 

Resolved, T>at the intended Pilotage Bill be submitted to 
a committee of the following persons ; and they are re- 
quested to report thereon at the next meeting, on the second 
Thursday in September next, viz. 

Mr. Akenhead, Mr. Blackett, Mr. Galilee, 
.Mr. Robinson, Mr^ Dowson, and Mr. Homcasde. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this meeting 
be given to the right honourable George Rose, for his 
obliging communication to Sir Charles Price, Bart, on the 
intended Pilotage Bill*, and also for his great attention to the 
general interest of British ship-owners ^ and that the secre- 
tary do communicate the same to Mr. Rose. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this meeting 
be given to Sir Charles Price, Bart, for his obliging com- 
munication of Mn Rosens letter on the intended Pilotage 
Bill, and for hi«? great attention to the interest of British 
ship-owners. 

Resolved, That the paper on crimpage be referred to the 
sub-committee on the Pilotage Bill. 

(Signed) R. Keddbt, Chairman. 

• Vidtposi^ page ex. 
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At a meetiDg of the conuiftittee of ship-owners of the 
port of London, at Wills* Coflfee-house, 12th Sep* 
tember, 1805: 

Mr. WiixiAU Curling in the Chaii^: 

Resolved, That an application be made to the honourable 
the directors of the West-India dock company, requesting 
that they will permit the new buildings on the south side of. 
the docks to be used for warehousing sugars, as it will afford, 

S eater dispatch in the discharge of the homeward-bound 
ips, and avoid the delay and inconvenience which will 
otherwise take place. 

Resolved, That the secretary do transmit the above reso- 
lution .to Mr. Marsham, requesting him to lay the same. 
before the directors. 

The secretary read the draft memorial to the lords com- 
missioners of the treasury respecting the seizure of tie hats 
belonging to ships in the merchants* service, viz. 

To tie Right Hon* the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty s 

Treasury. 

The memorial of the committee of ship-owners for the 
port of London, in behalf of themselves and other 
owners of British ships. 

Humbly sheweth. 

That by certain acts of parliament respectively passed in 
the 24fth, 27th, 28th, and S4th years of his present majesty's 
reign, certain boats therein mentioned and described are in 
certain cases subject to seizure and forfeiture, unless such 
boats shall be built and constructed upon the plan and be of 
the dimensions particularly set forth in the same acts ; (that 
is to say) *^ unless such boats shall have planks of three 
quarters of an inch thick, and her timbers one inch and a 
half square^ and not more than nine inches from timber to 
thnber." 

That by the said acts, it is among other things enacted, 
" That if any cutter, lugger, shallop, wherry, sfnack, yawi, 
or boat, belonging in the whole or in part to any of his ma- 
jesty's subjects, shall be found or discovered to have been 
within the limits of any of the ports of this kingdom, or 
within the distance of four leagues, or ^^ithin the distance 
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in ^h% said act p^iticlilarly diescribed, ha,ving on board any 
a3?in§ or ammunitioa wbatevex> except by Ircence from th« 
lord high admiral or the commissioners of th^ admiralty for 
the time being as thereinafter mentioned ; every such cutter, 
lugger, shallop, wherry, smack, yawl, or boat shall be for* 
feited, together with all the'goods (if any) which shall be 
laden therein, and all her guns, tackle, and furniture, and 
the same shall and may be seized by any officer or officers of 
the custom or excise : Provided always. That this act shall 
i^ot extend, or be construed to extend, to any ship or vessel 
on a voyage from any part of America, br the East or West 
■^ Indies, or Africa, or the Mediterranean, so as to subject the 
same to forfeiture for having spirits, tea, coffee, or tobacco 
6r snuff on board 5 nor to forfeit any cutter, lugger, shallop* 
Wherry, smack, yawl, or boat belonging to or employed m 
the service of l^is m^esty's navy, victualling- office, ordnance, 
dustoms, excise, or post-office, nor to any such vessel as afore- 
said, or lighter, which shall be used solely on any rivers, 
canals, or inland navigations, nor to any cutter^ lugger^ shallops 
ivherry^ smack, yawl, or boat whatevery the owner of which 
shall have a licence from the lord high admiral of Great 
Britain, or the commissioners of the admiralty for the time 
beingj or any person authorised by them to grant the same, 
such licence being obtained and entered ^veeMe to the recited 
act of the twenty-fourth year of his present majesty, and 
being actually on board such cutter, lugger, shallop, wherry, 
smack, yawl, or boat at the time of her being detained or 
exan^ined by any officer or officers of the aistoms or excise, 
and produced to him or them on demand during such de- 
tention or examination, nor to subject to forfeiture any ship 
or vessel fpr haying arms or ammunition on board which 
shall have been regularly entered and cleared at any custom- 
house in any of hii majesty's dominions as mercandize,. or 
for the use of his majesty's stores or garrisons, and which 
shall b^ regularly stowed in the hold of^ such ship or vessel j 
jipr to fpiieit any cutter, lugger, shallop, wherry, smack, 
yawl, or boat which sh^Xl bond Jide be wholly and solely em- 
ployed in the cod, herring, mackarel, or other fisheries car- 
, ried on from Great Britain, and shall have on board a suf- 
ficient quantity of hodks and lines, or nets, for properly 
carrying on the said fisheries respectively, and shall clear 
out at soitxe port, in Great Britain for such fisheries re- 
^ctivj^ly." 
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That lA cojiseque^cie of the said acts, or some of them, 
many bpats belonging to tlie ships of your petitioners, and 
other British ship-owners engaged in the merchants* service, 
have been seized by the officers of his majesty's customs, for 
being constructed otherwise than according to the regulations 
mentioned in the said acts. 

That your memorialists have, in consequence of the 
operation of the said acts, been put to very great and serious 
inconveniences and expences by the seizure of their boats, 
which, if constructed according, to the direction of the said 
act, would not be of any service to the crews of merchants' 
ships, who require boats built according to the construction 
of the boats of your petitioners, which have been seized as 
before stated. 

That if they were built in any other manner, they would 
not answer the general purposes in the merchants' service for 
which they are used- 

That when a .licence is obtained under these acts, it does 
ifot afford protection from seizure, unless it is actually kept 
on board the said open boats which are employed in the 
general service of the ships to wliich they belong, and not 
in any other manner ; and it is not usual to keep any person 
on board of these open boats, unless when so employed ; it 
is therefore both inconvenient and unsafe to leave .such li- 
cences in those boats. 

Your memorialists, therefore, humbly hope your lordships 
will be pleased to take the preceding circumstances into your 
lordships* consideration, and to direct that the boats belong* 
ing to ships in the nierchants' service, not being armed, may 
be exempt from the operation of the beforementioned acts, 
and not be liable to seizure from not being constructed ac- 
cording to the provisions of the said acts, and that the own^ 
ers thereof shall not be compellable to take out licences for 
such boats in future ; or tliat your lordships will be pleased 
to make such order in the case as to your lordships shall, 
seem meet. 

« And your memorialists will ever prajiu 

Resolved, That the said petition be agreed to, and * trans- 
mitted by the secretary to the secretaries of the treasury. 

(Signed) W. Curling, Chairman. 

* Presented in ^ept. 1805, and rsferred to. the comnussioners of t% cu9* 
toms to report thereon. 
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At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners for 
the port of London, at Wills' Coffee-house, 26th of 
September, 1805: 

Mr. Galilee in the Chair: 

The secretary read the Pilotage Bill, which was gone 

through clause by clause; and some alterations being made 

tlierein, he was ordered to write to Sir Charles Price thereon. 

(Signed) S. GALiL££t Chairman, 

Letter to Sir Charles Price, Bart, in pursuance of tie frecediag 
Resolution. 

Dear Sir, Austin Friars, Slst Dec. 1805. 

I HAVE to apologize for not having transmitted to you 
earlier the sentiments of the committee of ship-owners of 
the port of London on the Bill for the better Regulation of 
Pilots, &c. but my absence from town prevented me. The 
committee instruct me to request you to communicate to 
Mr. Rose the very high sense they entertain of his attention 
to the interest of British ship-owners, and they flatter them- 
selves, that, under the auspices of the present administration, 
they may look forward to an amelioration of the very great 
charges and expences imposed upon them in the port of 
London. 

With respect to the Pilotage Bill, they approve of its 
principle; but they beg leave to suggest to you, for the con- 
* sideration of Mr. Rose, some few alterations in it which are 
marked in the margin of the printed copy of the bill in- 
closed : if, contrary to their expectations, there should be 
any objections to the alterations proposed, the committee 
hope they will be afforded an opportunity of being heard in 
support of them, previous to the bill being resumed in the 
house, as they are very desirous of avoiding evea the ap- 
pearance of any opposition to the measure. 

I am likewise directed to desire you will inform Mr. Rose 
of a very serious inconvenience which has often beenWelt 
by the owners of British ships frequenting the port of 
London : I mean in those instances where their ships have 
sustained damage in the river Thames, hy foreign vessels 
running foul of them : as the court of admiralty has not any 
jurisdiction in such cases, they are therefore left without any 
remedy whatever if the foreign ship proceeds to sea j ana 
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in case she does not, their onl^ redress is an action at law 
against the captain of the foreign vessel, who may be, per- 
haps, not' possessed of any property whatever ^ and then he 
may leave the kingdom before final judgment can be ob- 
tained in the action which may be brought against him. 

In an instance which recently occurred, where a ship, coal 
laden, was run down and entirely lost opposite Purfleet ; 
the owner of the collier, and who was the master, ap- 
plied to his proctor on the occasion, who obtained a war- ■ 
rant to detain the foreign ship, which he did; but, on bail 
bein^ put in, in order to release her, it was found the court 
of admiralty had no jurisdiction, the accident not having 
happened on the high seas. The suit in that court was there- 
fore abandoned, and an application (founded upon an affi- 
davit, stating the facts of the case, and that the accident 
arose solely nrom the improper conduct of the master of the 
fireign ship, and that he was about to leave the kingdom) 
was made to Mr. Justice ■ for a special order to hold 

the master of the foreign ship to bail for the value of the 
collier and cargo, about 2500/., and which, after great con- 
sideration, and seemingly much hesitation, his lordship con- 
sented to J but then, only to hold him to bail for 1000/. * 
Under these circumstances, it has been thought by severaT 
well-informed persons, that if the jurisdiction of the court 
of admiralty could be extended to embrace accidents like 
these, winch occur very' frequently in the river Thames j from 
the great number of foreign ships using the port of London, 
it will be a public benefit, confining the jurisdiction of that 
court, in that resp*ect, to the case of foreign vessels. 

You will therefore. Sir, particularly oblige, by mentioning 
this suggestion to Mr. Rose, as it is thought a clause to that 
effect may, with propriety, subject to the approbation of Sir 
William Scott, be introduced into the Pilotage BilL 
I am, dear Sir, 

Your obliged and faithiul servant, 

(Signed) Nat. Atchesok* 

To Sh- Charles Price, Bart. 
&c. &c. 

• In the case referred to, the owner of the collier recovered the value of 
his ship and cargo, but the bail only paid the 1000/. and costs, the captain 
of the /orc/g-^ vessel having left the kingdom; and the plaintiff has been 
phliged to send an authonty abroad to sue him for the remainder of the 
damages. 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



cxii 

Ac a meeting of tKe committed of ship-owners for the 
port of London, held at Wills' Coffee-house, thiis 
31st day of October, 1805 : 

Mr. Akenhead in the Chair: 

The secretary read the report from the totm-cl^rk dF the 
dty of London, respecting the harbour masters rfegulAtiohs.' 

A Common Council hclden in the Chamber of Gaildhatl cf the 
City (f London, on Friday the 25th Day of Oct. 1805. 

Pbrchard, Mayor. 

Th 6 committee for improvitig tke port of London did 
this day deliver into this court a report in writing) under 
theit hands, relative to the petition of the ship-owners in re- 
spect to the bye laws for regulating the port of London, 
which was read in these words : 

To the ri^ht hon. the lord mayor> aldermen, and com- 
mons of the city of London, in common council 
assembled : 

We, whose names are hereunto- subscribed, your coaii- 
mittee appointed to carry into execution the several stcts cff 
parliament for rendering more commodibiis, and for better 
regulating the port of London, to whom it was referred oh 
tlie 22d day of February last, ^o take intQ^ considerati6n the 
petition of the committee of ship-owners and others, in re- 
lation to the proposed bye laws for regulathig the said port, 
and to report our opinion thereon, 'do certify, that, in pur- 
suance. of such reference, we have been attended by the said 
committee of ship-owners, with Mr. Nathaniel Atchesoti, 
their attorney, who were heard in support of the allegations 
contained in their petition, and suggested, in writing, sundry 
alterations to be made iii the said bye laws, which we took 
into our serious consideration and referred t6 Mr. Solicitor, 
and Mr, Mathias Lucas, one of our membei^, together with 
the said Mr. Atcheson, to take into their further consider- 
ation, and to arrange such byr laws as should app^kr to em- 
brace all the objects of your committee, and the said comi- 
mittee of ship-owners 5 and they having, prepared the said 
bye laws, submitted them to our consideration, and we aj^ 
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(roving diereof^ have annexed them to this our report for 
the consideration of this honourable court : and, at the same 
time, beg leave to suggest other alteration^ and additions to 
be made in the ^aid bye laws, which we have also hereuntp 
annexed, and are of opinion they should be engrafted and 
incorporated with the bye laws now before this honourable 
court for consideration, all which we submit, this 17th day 
of October, 1805. 

J. Rowlatt S.Wadd 

Samuel Goodbebere William Rawlins 

E. Colebatch W. Box 

Nathaniel Davies James Birt. 

Thomas Skinner 
And a motion being made, and question put, that the 
whole of the bye laws for regulating the port of London be 
reprinted with the proposed alterations and additions in the 
report from the committee this dav, and the iterations made 
iff this court on the* 7th day ot February last; and that a 
copy thereof be sent to every member of this court, and the 
same was resolved in the affinnative, and ordered accord- 
ingly*. * WOODTHORPE. 
Wm. Jones, Clerk, Co. Co. 

Resolved, That the subject of making ships in ballast 
dear at the custom-house, before ^hey can receive their 
sailing instructions, under the Convoy Act, be taken into 
consideration at the next meeting of the committee. 

(Signed) J. Akenhead, Chairman. 



At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners for the 
port of London, held at Wills' CoflFee-house, this 
23d jMiuary, 1806: ^ 

Mr. William Curling in the Chair: 

The secretary read the report of the sub-committee re* 
specting ships in ballast being obliged to clear out belbr« 
they could obtain their instructions to sail with convoy. 

* At a svjbst^M99d court of common council, urtain rtgulathns^ such af 
itriking topmasts, &c. which ha4 been omitted by a^eement, were restored 
without any notice to, or concurrence of, the committee of ship-owners. 

[P] 
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Revived, That the report be approved of, and that a 
ktter be written on the subject to the board of trade by the 
secretary. 

(Signed) W. Curling, C3iainnan. 

Letter addressed to the Board of Trade in pursuance of the above 
Resolution^ 

To the right honourable the lords of the committee of 
his majesty's privy council for the afiairs of trade and 
plantations. 

Mt Lords, 

I AM directed by the committee of ship-owners for the 
port of London, to represent to your lordships a very serious 
inconvenience and expence to which the OMrners of ships 
frequenting that port are subject to, from the officers of his 
majesty's customs now requiring all ships outward bounds in 
ballast f to clear at the custom-house'; in consequence of which, 
they are obliged to pay the fees demanded by the officers of 
the customs for such clearances. 

I am likewise instructed to state to your lordships, that it 
appears to the committee, that at different periods since the 
year 1787, attempts have been made by the officers of the 
customs to oblige ships, sailing from the port of London in 
ballast^ to clear out in form ; but the ship-owners considering 
the law did not compel them to clear their ships under such 
circumstances, did effectually resist such attempts, and in 
doing which, they certainly were justified under the act of 
24 Geo. 3, ch. 47, sect. 24, commonly called the Smuggling 
Act, which recites, •* That from and after the 1st oF Oct. 
•• 1784, the master of every ship or vessel arriving at any 
•* port, harbour, or creek, or going out from any port, har- 
** hour, or creek in this kingdom, in ballast, shall, if called 
** upon .by the collector or comptroller, or other proper 
•* officer of the customs, make a just and true report of such 
•* ship or vessel, both inwards and outwards, and answer, 
** upon oath, to such questions relative to the voyage and 
** navigation of the vessel as shall be put to him by the col- 
*• lector, comptroller, or other proper officer of the customs 
<* where he shall arrive, or from whence he shall depart, 
•* under the penalty of forfeiting 100/. for every neglect, 
*« omission, or refusal so to do, which oath the said collector 
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^* or other proper officer is, and are hereby author!^ and 
•* r-equired to administer, pi'ovided always, that no master or . 
*• other person having the charge or command of any ship or 
** vessel in baUasff making report as above required, shall, in 
•* respect thereof, be liable to the payment of any feesy 
** other than such, assudi ship or vessel was subject to pay 
** previous to the passing of this act," 

That, notwithstanding the jwrt before recited, and although 
it never ivas customary^ previous thereto, for ships in ballast to 
dear outwards ; and although it could not have been the in- 
tention of the legislature, in passing the last^Convo^ Act, to 
subject the owners of ships proceeding to sea in ballast to 
such inconvenience and expence; yet the officers of the 
customs construe the fifth section of that statute, being the 
43 Geo. 3. ch. 57, which directs, " That they shall not per- 
** mi^ vessels to be cleared out until the master has given 
*^ bond not to sail without convoy, and not to separate from 
^ it," as compulsory on the owners of all ships in ballast^ or 
otherwise, to undergo generally, and in all cases, the, r^^«/ar 
forms of clearing outwards in all its branches ; but the com- 
mittee of ship-owners humbly presume this clause wa^ not 
intended to apply to ships in ballast^ nor does it, as they are 
advised, in any manner affect them, and such, it is conceived, 
is the opinion of the law officers of the customs ; for there 
is no instance of any legal process being instituted by th^ 
crown to enforce such a regulation 5 and therefore, an ap- 
plication, it is understood, was made to the lords commission- 
ers of the admiralty on the subject of the bond required by 
the last-mentioned act, who have directed the commanders of 
convoys to refuse sailing instructions to the masters of ships in 
ballast, which shall not have been previously cleared at the 
custom-house, which direction is now strictly enforced by 
the commanders of convoys, and is attended with great in- 
convenience, delay, and expence to the owners of such 
ships, and in particular, ships bound to the Baltic, without 
securing, more effectually, a strict performance of the regu- 
lations of the Convoy Act, or producing any benefit to his 
majesty's revenue, further than in the payment of the stamp 
duty imposed on the bdnds directed to be given by that 
statute. 

The committee humbly hope your lordships will take 
these circumstances into consideration, and to afford them re- 
lief from so unnecessary i and, indeed, vexatious a regulatioui 
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attd Which subjects them to' an expence of between 4/. »m1 
BL on each voyage ; but if your lordships are of opinion that 
sOikie regulation should prerail in this respect, they trust 
your lordships will excuse them' from presuming to intimatej 
that they apprehend the object of the le^aiiwe in passing 
the Gmvoy Act will be fiilly answered, if an officer of the 
customs is appointed to take the convoy bond oniy firom th^ 
xiiasters of ships in ia/isst, and to charge them with the 
stcffT^ duty thereon, and a reasonable fee fiw fiHing it ^, 
without obliging them to pay all the dtberfees and epcptnces at- 
tached to regular clearances at the custom-house^ whtck they 
afe now obliged to pay as before stated. 

The committee flatter themsdves your lordships will ex*» 
cttse this intrusion upon your lordships' attention ^ but they 
are compelled to apply to your lordships at this time fof 
relief, not only from the circumstances before stated, but 
likewise from the very enormous charges and expences which 
a^ now imposed upon the trade and shipping of the port of 
London. 

- I am, my lords. 

With great respect. 

Your lordships* 

Most obedient and faithful servant, 

Austin Friars, March 1, 1806. Nat. Atcheson, Sec. 



At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners for the 
port of London, held at Wills' Coffee-house, this 
13th March, 180€; 

Mr. William Cvrung in the Chair: 

Resolved, That a letter be addressed to the right hon. 
the board of trade, on the subject of the condemnation and 
sales of British ships in the British West-India colonies, and 
requesting that such regulations maybe adopted which will 
prohibit such fraudulent condemnations and sales in future. 
(Signed) William Curling, Chairman. 
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Lettif addressed to the Bwrd of Trade in pursuance of thepre^ 
ceding Resolution, 

To the right honourable the lords of the committee of 
his majesty's privy council for the affairs of trade and 
jdantation. 

My LaKDSy 

I AM instructed by the committee of shipowners for th« 
fon of London to communicate to your lordships a very 
serious and growing evil, which has, within these few yeari 
past, prevailed in his majesty's West-India colonies, and> 
which, from recent information received from thence, 
induces the committee not to hesitate any longer in request-^ 
mg your lordships' early attention to the subject. 

The committee regret to state to your lordships, that 
fraudulent transfers of British ships have become very fre- 
^ent in the West-India islands, by the collusion- of th# 
masters of them, with persons residing there^ without the 
privity or knowledge of the owners in the mother countty. 
The manner in which such transfers are made is as follows i 

The master states that the ship is not seaworthy, or has 
nistained so much damage on her passage out, as not to 
render heif fit to return to England with West-Jndia pro- 
duce : he accordingly presents a petition to die judge of th^ 
vice admiralty court of the island where his vessel may bd . 
lying, stating the above, or similar circumstances, and pray* 
ing the judge to order a survey, which is, of course, dirtcced 
to be made : the master then, with other persons who ai^e 
connected with him, eitker return that the ship is unwortfcy 
of any repair whatsoever, or that such repairs cannot b^ 
made in the island where the ship is, or that the repairs to 
be made will amount to more than the value of the ship^ or 
what afterwards would arise from a sale of her. 

Upon this certificate of survey being returned to] the 
judge of the vice admiralty court, he condemns the ship, . 
and directs her to be' sold for the benefit of the owners, 
underwriters, and others concerned, and that the 'masters, 
officers, and crew, shall have no further claim on the owners 
frmn the day of the sale. The ship is then put up to sale, 
^nd sold for a very inconsiderable sum of meney — very 
often far bdow one fourth part of her real value. 

The master then sends to England to his owners a protest, , 
With an office copy of the proceedings in the vice admiralty 
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court, directing the sale, &c. in order that his owners, if in- 
sured, may recover the loss they sustain by the sale of the 
ship from the underwriters; but, in some instances, the 
ships have arrived in England with cargoes from the colonies 
under the direction of the new masters appointed by the 
' purchasers, even before those documents have been received 
by the original owners. 

The purchaser of the ship, immediately after the sale, 
applies to the officers of his majesty's customs, in the island 
where the ship is condemned, for a new register for the ship, 
which is granted by them, although there is no transfer or as^ 
signtnent of the interest of the original owners^ by Ml of sale^ or 
othemvise ; the condemnation of the judge of the vice admi- 
ralty court, as before stated, being deemed by them sufficient, 
notwithstanding tlie provision of the Register Acts, (See 
S4 Geo. S. c. 6Sj sect. 20, &c.) 

. I beg leave, for the information of your lordships, to an- 
nex * a copy of the plantation register lately granted at 
for the ship , of , 

under circumstances similar to those before slated. That 
ship, perfectly seaworthy, sailed from Lcmdon in March, 
1805, chartered by Messrs. . She 

arrived in the island of , in June following, de- 

livered her outward cargo in good order and condition ; but 
the ship, having sprung a leak, made some water in her pas- 
sage, which obliged the captain to have, occasionally, one 
pump going. On his arrival at he petitioned 

for a siu-vey, the ship then being in bay, which 

was Qrder^ by the judge of the vice admiralty court of the 
island. Accordingly, two or three persons connected with 
the master went from port to the ship, and made 

a very partial survey of her, a coasiderable part of the out- 
Ward cargo being then on board. 

They then certified to the judge, ** that the ship was not 
" fit to take in a cargo for England, and that she was, in fact, 
f* not seaworthy; and that to repair her in the islands would 
" cost 17,570 dollars ; and after that, the ship would not be 
" worth more than 2500/. in England in time of war ; and 
•* in time of peace, should it take place, she would not be 
«* worth more than 1600/. sterling. They then state, that 
*^ the ship might proceed with safety to , or any 

** other port in those seas ; but doubted mi;ich, whether the 

* It is not considered necessary to set forth this certificate of registry^ 
which was aimexed to the original letter. 
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'* insurance would be good after the ship had left that 
"island/' 

The judge, upon this certificate, , condemned the ship, 
which jvas valued by the owners in England at 2600/. She 
was then put up to sale at , though then lying in 

bay at some distance, and sold only for 898 A 
currency, at 200 per cent. The master then sent his owner* 
an account of it, after deducting therefrom the expences of 
survey, sale, agents, commission, &c. leaving only a balance 
due to them of 41 /. 4/. Sd. currency*, or about 20/. sterling. 

The new purchaser soon after brought the ship from 
bay to port , obtained the register annex^ 

edy and then went in her to (another island), and dpring a 
beating passage of six days the ship made no water. At 
the purchaser had a survey upon the ship, having 
previously had her caulked ; and the surveyors certified, that 
her planks were sound, &c. that she was seaworthy, and fit 
tp take in a cargo of West-India produce. It appears that the 
purchaser expended only about 300/. sterling in the caulking, 
and in the necessary outfit of the ship at for the 

voyage to England, where she has since arrived, after a very- 
boisterous passage, in the West -India docks at BlackwaU 
with a ftiU cargo ; and the original owners, under the opinion 
of , intend to proceed at law to recover possession 

of her and freight. 

In all the cases of this description which have come to the 
knowledge of the committee, they appear to have originated 
with a view to defraud the original owners and underwriters; 
and as the vice admiralty courts of the West -India islands 
have ho civil jurisdiction in these matters, the condemnations 
and sales have been held to \;>e illegal and void. — See Hayman 
V. Moulton and others, Espinasse's N. P. Reports, vol. 5, 
page 615 *. 

Under these circumstances, and as information has been 
recently received of several British ships having been cour 
demned in like manner in Antigua and other places, the 
committee are induced to solicit your lordships' attention to 
this subject, in order that such fraudulent practices, may be 
prevented in future. The committee do not venture to poinf 

• See also the case of Andrews v. Murray, tried before lord Ellenborough 
at Guildhall Sittings after Trinity Ta-m, i806, wherein it wa» decided that 
these kind of sales were HiegstL 
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out to your lordships what may be proper to be done m that 
respect, relying confidently on your lordships* wisdom 
apeedily to adopt such regulations as will secure British ship- 
owners and underwriters from such attempts to defraud smd 
iijure them in future. 

I am also directed by the committee to communicate to 
your lordships the information they are in possession of, re-* 
ipecting many of the cases before referred to, and to wait 
upon your lordships whenever you will please to condesc^ad 
to appoint a time for that purpose. 

I am, my Lord, 

With great respect. 

Your Lordships' 

Most obedient faithful servant, 

(Signed) Nat. Atchesom^ Sec. 

EKtractfrom the Report of the Commissioners of the CvstomSy rf 
2lsrMayf JS06, on the above application to the Board of 
Trade^ transmitted to Mr. Jtcbtson^ ^ by the Direction of 
Lord Auckland. 

•^That with respect to the frauds stated to be committed 
ki the plantations, in the transfer of the property of British 
ships, to the prejudice of the owners residing in England, by 
the collusion of the masters, who, under pretence of such 
ships not being seaworthy, obtain the condemnation thereof 
^ in the vice admiralty courts in the West Indies, the same do 
not come within the cognizance of this board. 

** That considering, however, the granting of new cer- 
tificates of registry for such ships (as appears to have been 
, done by our officers at , in the case of the ship, 

• , mentioned in the petition), a question of much 
\ general importance ; we have taken the opinions of the 
practical officers here, and of the three solicitors to the 
board, thereon. 

" That it appears from the opinions thus taken, that the 

officers of this revenue in the West Indies are not required to 

V have regard to the validity of tiie decrees of the vice admiralty 

courts 'j but that on such decrees being produced^ they can- 
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not safely refuse to grant new certificates of registiy to the 
purchasers of vessels sold in virtue thereof *5 on all the requisites 
of law being complied with ; for if such decree should be void, 
the new registers, it is stated, would convey no title, but the 
property of the ships remain in the general owners." 



At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners for the 
port of London, held this 15th day of April, 1806^ 
^ at the London Tavern, to take into consideration such 
measures as may be legally adopted to prevent any 
fitriher suspension of the Navigation Laws of Great 
Britain; andj in particular, the bill intended to be 
brought into parliament, to authorise the governors 
of the British West-India islands to suspend the same 
in j&vour of American bottoms whenever they think 
proper, during war^ and on other special affairs : 

Robert Curling, Esq. in the Chair : 

Resolved unanimously, That it is the opinion of th& 
committee, that it will be highly injurious to the shippin|r 
interest of Great !^ritaia and Ireland to autliorise, by act ot 
parliament, the governors of the British West-India islands 
to suspend^ at their discretion, the navigation laws of the 
country, and to admit American vessels to trade with the / 
colonies contrary to the provisions of those statutes. 

Resolved unanimously, That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that no necessity^xists iar investing the governors of /^ 
"'the British West-India islands in future with authority to 
suspend^ at their discretibn, the navigation laws of Great 
Britain, in favour of American or other neutral vessels 5 and 
that to introduce such a prineipk into an act of indemnity 
h navel and dangerous y as it will inevitably tend to establish 
a system highly injurious to the maritime interest of the 
country, and lessen that responsibility, which otherwise 

• N. B. It 18 proper to observe, that none of the formalities of the kw,. 
as required by the Register Acts, are complied with. The plantation 
register is granted on the production of the decree of the vice courts of 
atoiralty, although, on the face of such decree, it appears that the 
cause of condemnation is not within the jurisdiction of those courts, whicli 
9r9 prize courts only, and have no civil jurisdiction whatever. -^ 
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jifould attach upon those persons who jcnay advise aijy {% 
fnngement of the provisioh^ of those statutes *. 

Resolved unanimously, That it is the opinion of this com- 
xnittee, that the frequ^t recent suspetisions of the navigatioif 
laws of the country have been highly injurious to its ship- 
ping interest, which is not in so flourishing a states or so 
adequately or profitably anployed, as it would have been| 
had not such facilities been afforded to neutral vessels by the 
^quent suspepsipii of the Navigation Acts, 

Resolved unanimously. That a f petition be pr«s^nted tp 
.both houses of parliament, humbly praying, that the proir 
.visions of the Navigation Acts may be strictly enforced Iq 
future; and also, that an inquiry may be made into the- ac* 
tual state of the shipping and navigation of Great Britain and 
Ireland; and aUp, as to tbp expediency of altering or revising 
the alien ^nd other duties^ so as to place British ships on a|i 
f(ju(il footing with foreign vessels, in order to lessen those 
evils which have resulted from the great increased foreiga 
competition British ship-owners have had, unfortunately for 
the general interest of this country^ to contend with. 

Resolved unanimously. That a sub-committee be ap- 
|)oint^d to prepare such petition, and that the same 6e sub- 
mitted to the consideration of this committee at their next 
meeting, to be held at this place^ on Monday next, at one 
o'clock precisely. 

Resolved unanimously. That the preceding resolutions be 
inserted in the Morning and Evening NeSvspapers, and 
transmitted to the ship-owners at the out-ports. 

Resclved unanimously. That the thanks of this meetiBg 
J>e given to the chairman, for his attention to the general 
interest of British ship-owners ; and, in particular, for his 
con4uct pn this occasion. 

(Signed) . Rob* Curling, Chairman. 

■ m 

At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners for the 
port of Xondon, held at the London Tavern, this 
^pth April, 1S06: 

R. Curling, Esq. in the Chair : 
Resolved, That the secretary do write to the out-ports 

♦ The Indemnity Bill referre4 to passed in April, 18P6, but did not con<» 
tain any pfospective clause, as was apprehended. 

■ f P^idi' Parliamentary Debates on the American Intercourse. Bill, &c. 
in 8vo. Edition 1806, which contain the several petitions presented to thi 
legislature on this subject, and also all the official papers reUtiDg to it, witl) 
^any: other important document*. , 
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tor an account of the ships now bulldmg there^ and Hio in 
the river Thames5 and whether they are building oh contract 
or speculation^ and when they were first laid down. 

(Signed) R. CurlxkGj Chairman. 



isf, An Account of the State of Ship-building fir the Merchants 
Service ivitiin the Port of London fin Mayf 1806. 

The following circular letter was written to the several 
ship-builders in the river Thames, by order, of the 
committee of ship-owners for the port of London, 
in order to ascertain the state of ship-building within 
that port. 

GENTLEMEN, Austin Friars, 26th Aprii, 1806. 

The committee of ship-owners for the port of London 
will be greatly obliged to you to inform me the number and 
the tonnage of the ships built at your yards since December, 
1802, distmguishing each year; and whether the ships were 
for the East India Company's service or the merch^ts* ser- 
vice in general. Tour early answer will be esteemed, as the 
committee are particularly anxious to ascertain, correctly, the 
present 8tat6 of ship-building in Great Britain. 

*I aiti, &c. &c. 

(Signed) Nat. Atcheson, Secretary. 

To Messrs. Perry, Wells, and Co. Blackwalk 
Messrs. Brent, Rotherhithe. 
Thomas Pitcher, Esq. H orthfleet- 
P. E. Mestaer, Esq. Rotherhithe. 
John Dudman, Esq. Deptford. 
Messrs. Barnard and Co. Deptford. 
Messrs. Woolcombe and Co. Rotherhithe; 
Messrs. Curling and Co. Limehouise^ 
Almon Hill, Esq. Limehouse. 
John Ayles, Esq. Wapping. 
Messrs. Tibbits, Hitchcock, and Co* Limehouse: 
Joshua Toung, Esq. Rotherhithe* 
Messrs. Fletc^r, Shadwell. 
* ^ £• Thompson, Esq. Rotherhithe^ 
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ant, Itotherhitht, AprSt 28, t9D^. 

In answer to the request of tbe committee signified to us 
by your letter of the 26th instant » we infcmn you we have 
mi built any ships or vessels whatever subsequent to the 
month of December^ 1802* 

We are, Sir, 

Tour humble Servants, 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. W. Woolcx)mbe and Son. 



SIR, Rotherhithe, 28th April, 1806. 

* In answer to yours of the 26th instant, I acquaint you 
that the following ships have been built by me since Decem- 
ber, 1802, viz. 

Names. Tons. When launched. Service. 

Prince of Wales - 820 - Feb. 8, 1903 East India. 

Thame3^ . - 374 -Dec. 14,1 803 } South Seas', but now 

' 3 a sloop of war. 

Lord Keith .- 600 - May 12, 1804 - East India. 
New Ship - 409 - Now building - West India. 
New Schooner - 60 - Now building - Sugar droger. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant^ 

(For-P.E.Mestaer),, 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. Corn. Trufitt. 



SIR, Deptford Green, April S8^ 1806. 

In answer to yours of the 26th instant, requesting to know 
the number and tonnage o%ships built by us since the year 
1802, for the information of the ship-owners of the port of 
London, we have inclosed every description of ships and 
vessels launched by us from that time. 

Repulse, 74 guns, 1726||. tons, launched Jidy 21, 1803. 
Harrier, 18 guns, 3Sd|| tons, ditto ditto 1804. 
Elk, 18 guns, 38211 tons, ditto July 22, 1804. 

For tbe East India Company. 

&SS* \ ^^y*' • ^^^ ^^^^ launched Oct. 28, 1805. 
Cotton, ditto, * - 129 tons, ditto Jan. 6, 1806. 
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For Merchants. 

Ida "West Indiaman, ^^^^ tons, launched Sept. 20, 1804. 
MetcalfEastIndiaman,8197^ tons, ditto Nov. 19, 1804. 
Phcenix ditto, - 8 18|^ tons, ditto Dec. 3,1804. 
William Pitt, ditto 8 19ff tons, ditto March^O, 1 805. 

Now under contract with government for building the 
Marlborough, of 74 guns, which stands in a state to season ; 
we have no contract at this time for building any merchant 
ships. We hope the above account will meet your appro- 
bation, and we shall be happy, at all times, to give the 
society every information in our power. 

We are your moist obedient ServantSf 

!Franc£s Barkarp, S0N9 and Roberts. 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. 



SIR, Limehouse, 28th April, 1806. 

In answer to your favour of the 26th instant, we beg leave 
to* inform you we have mi built any ship during the time 
mentioned in your letter. 

We remain. Sir, 

Your most humble Servaints, 

TiBBUT, Hitchcock, and Batson, 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. 



SIR, Limehotue, April 29, 1806. 

In reply to yours of the 26th instant, we have to inform 
you that since the period alluded to not any ship or vessel 
has been built in any of our premises. 

We remain, Sir, 

Tour obedient Servants, 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. Curling, Cox, and Co. 



sir, lJiaiehou8e,near West India Docks, April 30, 180$* 

In answer to yours of the 24th instant, requesting to be 
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Informed th6 number and tonnage of ships built by mtfV^ 
my yard^ since December, 1802> please to infcnrm the com-* 
mittee of ship^wnersi I have not built any ships si)at^ die' 
above period. 

I am, Sir, 

Youf humble Servant, 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. Almon Hill. 



SIR, Globe-yard, Rotherhithe, 2d May, 180e. 

In reply to your favour of yesterday, I beg leave to in- 
form you that, during the period you mention, there has 
mt been any ships built in my premises. 
I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant^ 
•To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. E. Thompson. 



SIk, Grove-street, Deptford, May 5, fSOtf. 

* The inclosed is a statement of the merchant ships built! in 
my yard since the 1st of December, 1802. 

Shifts Name. Captains Namt. Tonnage. I>ite of Contract. Date when Utmnched. Sennet.- 

Cumberland - Wm. Ward Farrer 1257 24JuneJ801 - 11 Dec. 1902 East India. 

Lord Melville Charles Lennox - 818 8 Oct 1801 - 9 March, 1803 Do. 

Suny - John Cumberlege* 819 5 Jan. 1803 • 3 Nov. 1804 - Do, 

''*o?<5^tlori^} Jo^n Cameron - 880 15 Jan. 1808 - U Jan. 1235 - Do. 
I»treatham - John Dale - 819 5reb.l803 - 13 April, 1805 Do. 

George Ulbbcrt Wm.Tbompfoa - 316 22Aug.l8Qi - 3 Oct. Ib03 Jamaica; 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. John Du&m^ak. 



SIR, New Crane Dock, Wapping Wall, May 3, 1806*. 

In reply to yours, I am desired by Mr. John Ayles to in- 
form you, a ship named the CoUingwood, of 256 tons, was 
built by him at Gun Dock, Wapping, and launched on the 
9th of November last, and is now boimd on a voyage to 
Trinidad. It was the only one built by him, and he luis no 
other at present on the stocks. 

I am. Sir, for Mr. Joh^i Ayles, 

Your obedient Servant, 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. R. H. WfSTON. 
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SIR, Rotherliithe, May «» 190€» 

In answer to your letter of yesterday, we beg leave to in* 
ibrm you we have launched from our yards, sinc^ IJecember^ 
•1802, the under-mentioned ships. 

1803. Tons. 

Jan. 8, LacJyGastler^agh - iB18 - for the E. L Cpmpany. 

8, Union - - 54?4 - for ditto. 
Feb. 26, Diligence - 103 r fpr ditto. . 
May 20, Nautilus yacht - 40 - for Earl Dysart. 
We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 
To Nat. Atdieson^ Esq. &Ci S. and D. Bre¥T, 

See post. 



\ * 
aR, Nbrthfleet, May 4, 1806. 

Being froth home some days prevented me answering 
yours of the first instant before :— 

$hips built at Norihfleet since December ^ ISO?. 

East India ship, Geylon, burden 800 tons, launched Feb. 
15, 1803. 

East India ship, Devonshire, burden 800 tons;, launched 
Dec. 18, 1804. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 
To Nat. Atchesdn, Esq. &c. Thomas Pitcb^eiu 



SIR, Rotherhitbe, May 1, 1806. 

We acknowledge the fav6ur of receiving your note, and 

Jn reply thereto acquaint you that our three building slips 

have been unemployed these several years past \ and that vft 

' Jiaye not constructed a ship of any description whatever, or 

even been applied to for that purpose. 

We remain yours, respectfully. 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. Young and Wallis. 



SIR, ^ ^ BlackwaU, May 1, 1806. 

We beg leave to inclose you the information you applied 
to us for respecting the number of ships built by us. And are. 

Sir, respectfully, 
I Your obedient Servants, 

Perry, Wells, and Green. 
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Tanmge, Service, 

f BaHastUghtert ... Trinity House. 
S Fir brigantincs S82 each • Goyernment. 
I Mortar boat .... Do» 

1 New East Indiaman 1257 .... launched in Feb. 1809. 
1 Do. Do. 818 .... Do. in January. 

1 74ffUQ ship - 1729 - Government • launched in Aug. 1803. 

SuiUliiifr* 
5 74 gun ships - 1729 each - Government 
1 East Indiaman • 1357. 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. 



SIR» 12th May, 1806»^^«i^ 

In answer to your note of this day, I have to inform you 
that the <mly ships we have now buiWing are, the York, 74 — 
and, rebuilding^ one of 450 tons, whio^ had been put up at 
Weymouth, but only about half finished there. 

I arn> Sir, 

Tour, mpst obedient Servant, 

ToNsit.Atche$on^£sq. Dan.B^evt. 



Abstract 
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ABSTRACT 



OF 



Ships huilt in the River Thames since Dec* 1802, and of those 
builcUng in May, 1806. 



Ship-buiWers within 
the port of London. 


Ships 
King's 
service. 


Ships. East 
Iniiia 

Company's 
service. 


Ships. 

Merchants 

service. 


Ships. 
Fisbe. 
ries. 


Small vetiels. 


Messrs. Woolcombe 
P. E. Mestaer, Esq. 

Mess. Barnard and Co. 

Mess. Tibbut and Co. 
Mcss.^urling and Co. 
Almon Hill, Esq. . 
E. Thompson, Esq. . 
John Dud man, Esq. 
John \vles. Esq. • 


3 


3 

5 


z 
z 

I 

I 


I 


I Sugar Droger. 
f 2 Hoys, E. Ind., 
\ Comp. service. ' 


Mess. Brent . . . 

Mess. Perry, Wells,! 
and Green . . J" 
Thom<« Pitcher, Esq. 
Mess. Fletcher . . 

Mess. Young &WaUis 


1 
7 


2 

3 

2 


f I Hov, E. I. C.^ 
I 1 Pleasure yacht 
r 2 Bal. lighters 
, J Mortar boat. 


Total ships and vessels 
built on the liver 
Thanr.ex since Dec. 
i8o2, and which are 
now building . . 


II 


17 


5 


I 


S 



* X^'s 9^'P is rebuilding. See Letter, pjige cxxviii. 
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A correct Statement of the Ships broomed and for Sale withiil 
the Port of London in May, 1806; distinguishing new 
Ships never employed, from those Ships which have been 
at Sea. 



Ships' Karnes. 



£bene£er . 

Jupiter . . 

Linen Hall 

Four Friendt 

Ccrcf , , 

William . 
, Attempt . 

Trafalgar . 

Rover . . 
10 Alice . . 

Pritc . . 

Lord Nelson 

Kesolution 

Industry . 

Alert . , 

Fanny . . 

Adeona 
' Cameleon . 

Active . . 
20 Catherine and 

Or'ion • . 

Expei-iment 

Blackett . 

Spy . . • 

Unicom 

Atlas . » 

Name unknown 

Harriett 

Lord Duncan 
30 Walker. . 

Name unknown 

Hero . 

Jesse 

Recovery 

Name unknown 

WiUiam . 

Young Reguli 

Friends 

Sisters . , 
40 Economy « 

40 Carried over 



Eliza 



I^attennan 



Masters. 



0reem 



Mucket 



Coffin 



Hardy 
Atkins 
Lyne . 



Haslewoed 
Lusk. 
Toby . . 
Heartly . 
Smith . 



Owners or Brokers. 



No BK>kcr 

Berthon . , , 

St. Barbe and Co. 

Lyall . . 

Ditto 

Breed and Co. (Griffin Wharf) 

Capuin . . , 

Captain . 

Taylor and Fry 

Campbell and Geddes 

Cole 

Captain 

Edwards . 

Robertson, 14, Austin Friars 

Way and Scott . 

Hay . 

Drinkald 

Urquhart and Hope . 

B'atson 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Mcstcars . 

Whi'dock 

St. Barbd and Given 



Mestears 



Mather 

Havelocic 

Hardy 



Ayles 

Captain 

Rowqroft 



Captain . 
Drinkald 
L. William! 
Kowcroft 
Lushington 



Carried ovcrlS^So , 



Tons. 



77 
34* 
140 
154 

70 
157 

8f 
175 

300 

60 

6j 

86 

250 

1^8 

150 

190 

157 

157 

138 

197 

150 

aj69 
3C0 
560 
230 
230 
935 
335 
120 
267 
140 
468 
100 
100 
124 
196 

315 
192 



New* 
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Ships' Names. 



Masters. 



40 Brought up 

£11X4 . . 

PJoufhraaa 
Intrinsie 
- Brilliant 
Halcyon 
Supply . 
Supply , 
Malta . 
Pomooa 
SO Ocean . 
Albion . 
Marlborough 
London 
Force . 
Jane . 
Lion 
Active . 
Favourite 
Lord CoUingwood 
60 Lord Colllngwoud 
Reliance . . . 
British Volunteer 
Somerset 
Adventure 

Royal Sovereign 

Flora . 

Catherine 

Cupido 

Hycga . 
70 Maria • 

Elsego . 

Swan , 

Courier 

Eliza . 

Mercurius 

Hercules 

Asphilon 



Hill . . 
Storey . 
EUingron 
Turnbull 
HaU . . 



Brown 
Hurry 



Earl 



77 Total 



Owners or Broken. 



Anderson 

Todd 

Faiilcss 

Wake . 

Dittu 

Captaia . 

Faith . i 

Gillespy . 

Captain . 

Smith* St. Barbe and 

Hurry and Co. . 

Smith, St. Barbe and 

Ditto 

Young and Wallis 

Geo. load 

Ditto 

Mestears 

E. Thompson . 

Wayte . . 

Bulmcr 

Phyn and Co. . 

Thompson 

Captain . 

Beatson . . 

Graham ., 

Ditto . , 

Ditto . , 

Ditto 

Dirtb 

Ditt* 

Apsey and Co. . 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Dartnell and Co. 



Brought up 



Dow son and Co. 
Addison . 



Toag. 



86S0 

165 

41 r 
»4a 



New. 
New. 
Ncw» 



160 [New 



>j8 
361 
365 
481 
365 

4»S 

27$ 
169 
250 

496 
130 
1S8 

479 
29X 

145 

146 

96 

350 
150 
190 

iSo 
168 
270 
x8« 
107 
71 
268 
230 
»70 
367 



Neww 



New. 



Ntw. 
New. 



Total 17969 



London^ i%th May, x8o6. 

We certify the above statement to.be correct, 

JOHN CHEAP.-jSurveyors 
A.PASSMORE.j Lloyds. 



N. B. It is believed there are many other ships at present for sale in the port of 
]MiOtidoo which are not broomed. 
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Sd. An Account of the State of Ship4mil£ng at the several Ports ' 
cf Great Britain after^mentioned in April and May\ 1806. 

Circular letter addressed to persons resident at the out- 
ports^ viz. 
SIR, Austin Friars, April 26, 1806; 

The committee of ship-owners for the port of London 
will be very much obliged to you to inform me the number 
of ships and vessels, and their tonnage, now building at your 
port, and whether they are building on contract or specula- 
tion, and when they were first laid down. 

Your early answer will be greatly esteemed, as the com- 
mittee are desirous of ascertaining, correctly^ the present state 
of ship-building in Great-Britain. 
I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Serviant, 
To " Nat. Atcheson, 



SIR, ^ WeUs, April 23, 1806. 

We received your letter of the 26th, and, upon enquiry, 
we find there is one ship building, 140 tons register, laid 
down in September last upon speculation, but is now sold. 

We remain, 

. Your most obedient Servants, 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. John Bloom and Son, 



SIR, Chepstow, April 28, 1806. 

In answer to your letter of the 26th instant, we have a 
new brig, about 190 tons, launched a few months ago, now to 
dispose of': we have also, on the stocks^ a ship of about 300 
tons, carpenter's admeasurement, not yet sold. Messrs. 
Buckle and Co. have a ship ready to launch of about 170 
tons, to sell: and these are all the vessels building in this 
port. 

"^e are. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servants, 

BowsHER, Hodges, and Watkins. 
To Nat. Atcheson> Esq. &c. 
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SIR, ^ ^ Stockton, April 28, 180€. 

In compliance with your request, I have to inform you 
there is only one vessel building here at present, and by con-» 
tract, her admeasurement about 180 tons, register tonnage. 
I am, dear Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. Rowj^and Webster* 



SIR, ^ Lynn, April 2«, 1»06. 

Your last letter of the 26th, which I received last post, I 
take the earliest opportunity of replying to ; and I beg to 
assure you and the gentlemen of the committee of ship- 
owners, that I shall always, with great pleasure, procure 
them any information they may wish for at this port. 
. We have in Lynn three ship-yards, one (belonging to 
Messrs. Brinley) has been employed entirely in building 
different vessels for government^ for the last six or sev^n 
years. 

The second belongs to Mr. Jos. Wales, who has not been 
able to sell to his mind the last six vessels he has built, so 
has kept them employed himself. The last was launched 
in November last, and at present he has nothing building, nor 
do I hear that he has any intention of layjng down another 
ship. 

The third yard belongs to Mr. Mark Watson; he has 
building a ship of about 300 tons measurement, ivhich has 
been in hand near four yearsy and the hull not nearly com- 
pleted yet. She is not sold, and the builder must lose a 
great deal of money by her. Mr. Watson has also begun a 
small vessel, of about 120 tons, for his son-in-law, but he 
only works on her when his men are not employed on old 
nvork. She has been laid down three months, but has merely 
Ae ram up and half a dozen floor timbers across. In short, 
there are only two slyps now building here^ and neither of them 
sold. Nothing can be more deplorable than is the present 
state of our shipping at this port. A man who goes in his 
own vessel may contrive, with his wages and a few boys, to 
make all ends meet; but a ship-owner (merely so) cannot 
get a penny. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. Lionel Self. 
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SIR Lancaster, April 29, 1806. 

Agreeably to your letter of the 26th instant, I inform 
you of the number of ships and vessels, their tonnage^ &c. 
fmv building at this port. 





Tons register. 




Laid dowxL 




1 Ship 


450 


• 


Jan. 1806"^ 


1 




310 


• 


Ditto 


-Speculation 




280 


- 


AprUlSOej 


1 




- * 100 


• 


Oct. 1805] 


■ 




65 


. 


Dec. 1805 


^^ Contract. 




58 ' 


.. 


Feb. 1806. 





A change in the board of trade here being about to take 
phce, your next communication, addressed to the worship- 
fill the mayor, will meet due attention. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. John Dennison, 

President of the board of trade* 



SIR, ^ Scarborough, April 29, 1806. 

Yours of the 26th instant I duly received, requesting to 
be informed of the number of ships and vessels, and their 
tonnage, mw building at Scarborough, and whether they are 
building on contract or on speculation, and when they were 
first laid down. 

ship-builder. Laid down. Tons measurement. On l^peculaUon. 

Mr. Tindal 1 Ship - Nov. 1804 - 140 ) t-^-.i,^ 

Ditto - 1 '^. June 1805. 120 f " Fmished. 

Ditto - 1 - Oct. 1805 - 380 - Not finished. 

Mr.Hewit- 1 -May 1803 - 300) y..^ 

Ditto - 1 -Aug. 1805 - 11^) " ■^^"^' 

Mr. Dale 1 -June 1805-110 - Ditto. 

>Ir.Newhaml -Oct. 1803 - 105 - Finished. 

Ditto - 1 -Aug. 1805 - 215 - Not finished. 

Mr. Wharton 1 - Oct, 1804 - 210 - Ditto. 

The above nine ships are all for sale. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
To Nat. AtchesoDj Esq. &c. BenjaminFowler. 
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SIR, Boston, April S8^ 1806. 

In answer to your letter of the 26th mstant, here are cwaly 
two vessels building in this place, and both on speculation j one 
is 90 tons register, and the other 80 tons register : the first 
has been laid down about two weeks, and the other four 
weeks. 

We are respectfully. Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

S. Bernard and Sons. 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. Per Sam. Bernard, Jun. 



SIR, • Bristol, April 30, J 806. 

In answer to your enquiry of the 26th instant, the under, 
we hope, will be sufficient. If you want any other inform- 
ation we shall feel pleasure in communicating it; being, 
very respectfully, 

Your most humble Servants, 

Thomas and Jos. Hellicar. 

One ship, -about 560 tons, on speculation, by Hillhouse, 
Son, and Co. laid down six months. 

One ditto, 450 tons, on contract, by Sid. Teast, laid down 
one month. 

One ditto, 450 tons, on contract, by James Brice and Co. 
laid down twelve months. 

One brig, 1 75 tons^ on speculation, by ditto, laid down 
twelve months. 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. 



SIR, Leith, April 30, 1 806. 

We beg leave to reply to your favour of the 26th instant, 
and to annex note of ships building at our port, with their 
respective dates when laid down. 

We are, with respect, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

John Watson and Co. 

For John Watson, Jun* 
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Messrs. Menzies and Goalan are building, on speculation^ 

1 ship of SCO tons \ measurement that was laid down in 
March, 1805. 

Messrs. Strachan and GaTen are building, on speculation^ 

2 vessel of 220 tons ; measurement that was laid down in 
April, 1805. 

Mr. Alexander Hill is building, on speculation^ a vessel of 
145 tons; measurement that was laid down in June, 1805. 

Messrs. Morton and Bums are building a vessel, upon con- 
tract^ of 70 tons; measurement that was laid down in 
March, 1806. 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. 



RESPECTED FRIEND, North Shields, 2d of 5th Month— May, I80a 
I WAS duly favoured with thy printed letter of the 26th 
ult. and have made the necessary enquiry j the result as 
follows: 

Ships building at North Shields. 

T. Heam, one ship, 260 tons, laid down 12 months since, 
seven-eighths built, on speculation. 

E. Hurry, one ship, 250 tons, one half built, ditto. 
At South Shields. 

T. Swan and Co. one ship, 300 tons, laid down two years 
since, one eighth built, on speculation. 

•N. Fairless,pne ship, 300 tons, laid down 12 months, one 
half built, rf///^. 

J. Craister, one ship, 263 tons, ready to launch, recently 
soldy ditto. 



Ditto - 1 
J. Laing - - 1 
Blackburn and Ware 1 
Nicholson and Horn 1 
Ditto . - 1 


ship 


146 tons -r ^ built on spec. 
132 -:J- ditto - ditto. 
350 - ^ ditto - ditto. 
370 - 1 ditto - ditto, 
128 - J- ditto - ditto. 


Ditto - - 1 
Ditto - - 1 




370? 
1383 


Irunchedybtit not sold do. 



Ships building between Shields and Newcastle. 

E. Hurry, Howden, a small vessel, 140 tons, on specula- 
tion. 

J. Lessley, the stem and half a keel Jaid six months since, 
ditto. 
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H. Wright, one ship, ^40 tons, Icfwer harpins up twelve 
months, ditto. 

Ditto, one ship, 120 tons, nearly ready to launch, ditto. 

William Carse, one ship, 290 tons, framed, laid down last 
November, ditto. 

William Hawkes, one ship, 200 tons, framed^ on contract* 

Gothard, one ship, 137 tons, ready to launch j ditto. 

Ditto, one ship, 360 tons, laid down'twb years since, one- 
fourth built, on speculation. 

AH the ships building on speculation are so done to employ 
the builders', /30^r^/zV^j:, and to keep ^few men in res.rve for 
tfie purpose of repairing ships. From the best information I 
can get, the builders lose, on an average, 10/. per cent, at 
least, by such speculations; the following memorandum was 
given me this morning by Nich. Fairless : — ■ 

" I am a ship-builder at South Shields, in the county of 
Durham, and have upon hands three ships, which, at prime 
cost, without any profit included to the builder, cost me 
14,700/. ; they are of' the first quality, and I have oiFered 
them for sale 10 per cent, below prime costy but have not been 
ajfle to sell them'' 

There are four frigates or sloops, a gun-brig, and two 
schooners building on this river for government, on which 
are employed about 4?00 shipwrights, who, but for this em- 
ployment, would have been turned adrift. Any further ser- 
vices which the committee of ship-owners think that I can 
render them they may command. 

I am, respectfully, 

Thy assured Friend, 

Henry Taylor. 

P. S. I omitted in its place to mention a small vessel build- 
ing by R. Bulmer and Co. about 180 tons, doubtless Km 
speculation; also omitted a small vessel building by Mr. 
Charlton, of 89 tons, on speculation, laid down 1805. 
To Nkt. Atchek)n, Esq. &c. 



Ships building at Sunderland, 

The following statement was transmitted to Mr. Atcheson by 
Michael Longridge, Esq. of Sunderland, and received the 
5thofMay, 18p6. 

Sbip-buikleit. Shipi. Tons. When begun. 

Mr. BrowQ - 1 - 134? - 1805, June S speculation. 
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Mr. Wake 

Mr. Whinnem 

Mr. Hall 

Mr. Lalng 

Mr. Booth 
Mr. Nichokon 
Mr. Scurfield 

Mr. Malitig 



1 
2 

1 
2 

i 
1 
1 



120 - 1806, March 27 
C 1805, Dec. 7 - 
^^^ i 1806, March 13 
120 - 1806, March 5 

210 . 1806, May J5 
1806>Feb.22 
1805, Sept. 22 

1805, Aug. 26 

1806, Jan. 22 



160 
119 



2 - 280 



6o, 

do. 
do. 
do* 
do. 
4o. 
do. 
suice sold. 
do. 
do. 



Mr. Bum . .2.350 \\lfATff'^^^'t'^'''^ 



Mess. Raffield & Co. 2 - 220 



1806, Feb. 14« 
1805, Nov. 2 
Dec. 1 



Mr. William Potts 1 

Mr. Edward Potts 1 - 

Mr. R. Reay - 1 - 

Mr. Crowe - 1 - 

Mr. T.Brown - 1 - 

Mr. Howard - 3 - 



- 100 



Mr. Robson - 1 • 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. 



1806, Feb. 20 
100 - 1806, April 18 
130 . 1805, Nov. 27 
100 - 1806, March 10 
100 - 1805, Sept. 29 

f 1805, July 1 
380 \ 1806, Jan. 4 

^ April 17 since sold. 

100 - 1805, June 5 speculation. 

&c. 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



SIR, Kirkaldy, May 2, 1806. 

I RECEIVED your favour of the 26th ult. and, agreeable 
to your desire, I annex a note of x\iefeiv ships building with- 
in this port. The shipowners here have suffered much j(sr 
* several years bacJ^, The high price of wages, and every article 
connected with shipping, added to the great number vf foreign- 
ers employed in the carrying trade^ have reduced the business 
so low that there is no return gQtfor the capital employed. 

Since the commencement of the present war, government 
has taken up one-fifth of the tonnage belonging to this port 
for the transport-service : were it not for this circumstance 
our owners would be in the greatest distress 5 many of tfeeir 
ships being at present laid up by the walls, having no prospect of 
employ for them* 
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Ships buildings 

One vessel, 100 tons, on speculatioii, six months laid on* 
100 do. twelve do. 

130 contract, four do. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. John Spittal. 



' ttBAtl 3IR, Chamber of Commerce, Portsmouth, May 6, 1806. 
I HAVE made enquiry, and do not learn that there is a 
single merchant vessel building at any of the yards within the 
Isle of Wight y either oa contract or speculation. 
I am, dear Sir, 

Your most humble Servant, ^ 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. Thomas Heather, 



SIR, ^ Harwich, May a, 1806. 

Your favour of yesterday's date is before me, acquainting 
me with the request of the committee of ship-owners to be 
informed what ships may be building at this port. In answer, 
I have to mention, that no ships or vessels or any description 
are at present building at Harwich; but at Manningtree (twelve 
miles distant up the river Stow), and called in this port, a 
sloop of war, contracted for with the navy board in Novem- 
ber last, is now framing. 

I am. Sir, 

Your very humble Servant, 

To Isaac Robinson, Esq. London. J. Graham. 



DEAR SIR, V^rhitehaven, May 5, 1806. 

In answer to the inquiry of your letter of the 26th ult» 
there are building at this port, 

1 Ship, about 400 tons ; keel laid down four months ; on 
contract. 

1 do. 200 tons J keel laid down one month; speculation* . 
1 do. 100 do. three months; do. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



cxl 

i do. 400 do. timber converting; keel not laid dqwnj on 
^ speculation. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

To Nat. Atcheson, £sq. &c. , John Steward, 



A List of Ships building at Bljthy May 5, 1806. 

"When laid down. Tons burthen. 

Nov. 180^ - SS2 - built on q>eculatiozi; has been JU 

mshed upwards of two years, and not yet sold. 

Aug. 1804 - ISO * built on specuktioii ; has hef$ 

finished twelve months, ^nd unsold yet. 

July, 1805 - 135 - i«iW/«^ on speculation j") . 
July, 1805 - 106- do. Wnsold* 

Oct. IH05 - 235 • do. 3 

Jan. 1806 - 122 "- building on contrzct, and nearly 

finished. 

SIR, 

I RECEIVED your letter of the 26th ult. and, agreeable to 
your request, send you above the number of ^ps buildmg 
in this port. 

I am. Sir, 

Ypur obedient Servant, 

To Nat. Atcheson^ £sq^ &c^ John Clarc^ 



SIR, * Bridgewater, May 7, 1806. 

Tours of the 26th ult^ I have before me, and herewith 
furnish you with your request : here are two new vessels 
building j one by Mr. Williams, East, the water register, 
about 60 tons, has been two years building, or thereabouts ; 
the other is my own, and building the western side, is nearly 
finished, registers 125 ton^, or thereabouts, and is ^/j specula^ 
tm; was laid down the l5t June, 1805. 

N. B. Mr. Williams* is contracted for. 

I aip. Sir, 

Your very humble Servant> 
To N^,^ Atcheson, Esq. &c, Wm. Lowther. 
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pEARSIR, Dartmoutk^Majr 5,1806. 

In reply to yours, for the information of the society, 
there are two vessels now lying on handy launched some time 
since; say one about 150, the other 120, tons: one laid 
down about twelve months since by Mr. William Newman, 
about 1 40 tons, on speculation: a sloop, (iO tons, nearly 
finished, on, contract : one laid down by Mr. Leathy, about? 
two months since, on contract, 110 tons. 

I remain, very sincerely, 

Your humble Servant, 

To Mr. John Sparke, London. R. Hutchings. 



DEAR SIR, Topsham, May 8, 1805. 

In reply to your favour, I beg to inform you there is not 
a merchant vessel now building, either by contract or specu- 
lation, in our port. At Teignmouth (about fourteen miles 
west), I believe two or three, about 100 or 130 tons each. 
At Dartmouth^ I believe noncy nor at Plymouth^ only 'z small 
fishing sloop or two. 

I am, at command. 

Your most obedient, very humbk Servant, 

To Robert Curling, Esq. London. Rob. Davt. 



SIR, Yjnnouth,May9, 1806. 

I WAS in due course favoured with your letter of the 5th 
instant, and on the other side I send you the number o£»hip9 
and vessels: building at this place. There are six mca of 
war building here for government j three by Messrs* Stoin^ 
and Custance, and three by Mr. John Preston> which I Aaw 
not noticed in the statement. 

SbifhbutMers at Y^nnovtb. 

Mr. Jacob Preston 

Isaac Preston 

John Preston 

Nathaniel Palmer 
Mess. Stone & Custance 
.Mr. Crone 
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VesMls. 
1 


300 speculatioa 


8- months. 


2 


120 do. 


6 


2 


100 do. 


just laid down. 


r 2 


80 do. 


3 months. 


ce 1 


120 • do. 


3 months. 


1 


80 do. 


just laid down* 



n 



Mr. CSiamberlain 1 80 spceulation S months^ 
John L. Douglas 1 110 on contract 3 months. 
Lovewell none. 

I am, respectfully. Sir, 

X Your v^ry obedient Servant, 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq, &c, Sam. Paget, jun. 



State of Shtp-bullding at Teignmouth Within^ and the Harbour of 
Teignmeuth in the Port of Exeter. 

Mr. John Stevens' yard — 1 brig, 170 tons: i sloop, 60 
tons; contract ; laid down, brig 1805, sloop 1804. 

Thomas Sutton's yard— 1 frigate, 2 schooners, for govern* 
« ment account. 

John Heath's yard — 1 frigate, for government account. 

Do. — 1 brig, 160 tons, on speculation ; laid down 1804. 

William Curtis's yard — 1 do. 120 tons, on speculation; 
:}aid down 1806. 

John Tucker's yard — ^none at present, 

William Rundle's yard — 1 ship, 170 tons, on contract^ 
. 1805,yW launched* 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. Jqhn SpARKt 



SIR, ^ Bideford, May 10, 180«. 

Your letter of the 26th ultimo, directed to us at Bam* 
staple, came safe to hand, and we are sorry that it has not 
been in our power till now to forward you an accurate list of 
the vessels building within our bar. It will at all times give 
us pleasure to render our best assistance ip all undertakings 
for the public good \ and we beg that you will at all times 
freely command. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. John Willcock and Son^ 
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List of Ships inclosed in the above Letter. 



Bideford 



Appledore • 



For Govern- 
ment Service. 



Tons 



1 Fire ship 
1 Gun brig 
1 Sloop of -war 



Barnstaple • 
Cleavehouses 



Merchants 
Service and 
Coasting 
Trade. 



422 
382 
422 



1 Frigate - - 



885 



Tons 



260 
520 



I Gun brig 

1 Frigate - 

I do. - - I 520 

1 Sloop of war! 422 



Sloop - 
Brig - - 
do... 
Sloop - 
Brig . - 
do. - - 
do, - . 
do. - . 
Sloop . 
do. - . 
do. . . 
do. - . 

do"^- : 

Cutter 
Sloop 



Speculation. 



45 

108 
83 
51 
80 
140 
120 



24 
60 
70 
90 
130 
S5 
30 
46 



Contiract I When laid 
"'' down. 



Contract 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Speculation 
Contract ' 

do. 
1 601 do. 

Speculation 
Contract 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Speculation 

do* 



March,! SOS 
Nov. 1805 

do. 
Jan. 1806 
Feb. 1805 

do. 
March, 1806 
Sept. 1804 
Jan. 1806 
May, 1805 
June, 1805 
Jan. 1806 
March, 1806 
April, 1806 
March, 1806 
April, 1806 



DEAR SIR, ^ Hull, May 11,1 806. 

Yours I duly received, and immediately waited on the 
ship-builders of this place; and on the other side you have 
the number of ships building, and already built, on specula- 
tion. The shipping interest of this port is very much on the 
decline — if any are either lost or taken, the owners do mt 
ivish to replace thenjy on account of every thing being so 
heavy on the shipping interest. — I have three shi^s, and if 
any thing should happen to any of them, / will not replace 
them* 

Ship^buildersy tsfc. 

Mr. J. Shepherd has two on his own account, which have 
been advertised six months and upwards, and cannot he sold.—* 
Mr. P. Atkinson has several from 105 to 215 tons; wishes 
to decline business, as from what ships he has built, they 
cannot be sold, there being no demand. — .Hall and Richard-* 
son are n'ow building one for sale.—'R . Gleadow has one on 
the stocks on speculationy 275 tons. — Westerdale and Barnes 
one, twelvemonths on stocks, just sold to Liverpool, 265 
ton^.— Mr. Wm. Gibson is building one for sale^%QS tons.— 
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Mr. T. Stevwa50!i,y«i:f li^ Paghffl, n6t being «ble to get % 
contract. Several small builders have declined, business on ac* 
count of no demand, — One ship now, all timbered, at Grove- 
hiU, and has been two years on the stocks, and cannot be 
sold, J 40 tons. — Mr. Foster, of Selby, ^one vessel just launch- 
^, 1^ tons, for sal«. — ^Mr. Smith, of Gainsbrd', two for 
sale; I don't hear of any contract in this port, or up these 
rivers. Many more ships were built when shipping interest 
was flourishing. — Ships building here fir the merchant service are 
all on speculation^ and no demafui. — Any further information 
that I can give, shall be happy in so doing; as amendment 
for the shipping interest is very much wanted, 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 

To Mr. John Sparke, London. MicH» Andrews. 



SIR, Aberdeen, IVIay 10, 1805. 

Your favour of the 26th of April was received, and in 
answer to it, the shjp-building trade, not only at this port, 
but at Montrose^ Peterhead^ and the other neighbouring ports y 
lias very much decreased of late; so much so that, from the 
years 1798 to 18Q1, we had never less than from twelve to 
fifteen vessels always-on the stocks at one time ; and their ton- 
nage from 80 to as large as 370 tons register; and they were 
•generally extracted for as soon as they were begun to be built: 
whereas at present we have seldom more than from four to 
seven building at one time, and their tonnage from 80 to 1 60 
tons register. The two last that were launched were not 
sold until several months after they were ready to launch, 
and then at very low prices ; and, were it not to keep the men 
employed xhzt the master shi^hmXdtr^^require for old work^ we 
suppose the building trade could not be carried on at the 
- present prices of timber and wages, contrasted with the price 
per ton when finished; this we can safely assert, as having 
a large connection in shipping ourselves, we are necessitated 
to keep a building yard for our own private use, which^ we 
find very unproductive* — If the committee want any other in- 
formation in our power, we shall be happy to give it. 
We are, with respect, Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servants, 
To Nat* Atcheson, Esq. Rob. Gibbon and Son. 
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DfiASLSbt, ^ Weymoutli, May 19, 180Q, . 

TotJB. favour ot2Sth April would tave had a more prompt 
aiBwer, but I was unfortunately from home when it arriVpdi 
flind did not return till Saturday last, since which I have made 
eriqriiry respecting Vessels now building here, and find ther^ 
^e oil the stocks. 

One brig of 14S tons, laid down April 180S, nearly 
finished. 

One sloop of 55 tons, laid down March 1S05, about half 
ditto. 

One ditto of 61 tons, laid down April 1805, nearly ditto* 
One brig of 20S tons, laid dowxt April 1805, about a 
quarter ditto. 

All building on speculation. 
If I can T^riderth*^ society of ship-owners, of yoursSfelf, any 
fblth^ service inthb'oi: any other respect,! shall be happy 
iasodoiffg. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. ' Edmund Henning, 



Ships building at W%ithy. 

Whitby, May 12, 1806. 
When laid down. Ship4iuilder8. Ships. Tons. 

April 19, 1806 Mess. Fishburn and Broderick 1 about 400 
24 do. i do. 140 

May 9 do. 1 do. 800 

Oct. 1804 Mess. Longburne 1 do. 120 

Mr. Thomas Barrick, not any building at 

present 
A vessel laid in the dock, 123 tons. 
May 1805 Mr. John Barry 1 about 38^ 

April 4, 1806 Mess. Holt and Richardson 1 do.. 120 
Dec* 1805 Mess. Iskdale and Co. " 1 do. 211 

April 19, 1806 do. 1 do. 190 

Ships 8^ 1866 

All building on speculation. 

(Signed) JoHN Bawcy. 

[T]. 
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1 WAs{zvourtd with Tours of the 7thctun)eiit: m ansirer 
to whkhy thece are at this port onlj two small inessds 
bulkliog just now ; the one is a sloops upon contract^ and 
was laid down about the ^th December last* measariiq; 
fifty-six tonSf capenters* tonnage ; and the otb^ is a brigi 
upon speculation^ which was laid down about the I5th Feb* 
lasty and will measure about 138 tons. 

I amj Sir^ 

Your most obedient Servant ^ 

ToNat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. John Christh. 



BEAR mSL, Bo*Ne8i» May 12, 1809. 

Tour favours of the 7th instant came duly to hand} and 
observe the contents. I am building a ship by contract of 
about 330 tons register ; she was laid down the 1st of March 
last : one of sixty-four tons register, laid down in the month 
of February : and my neighbour, Mr. Smart, is building one 
of thirty tons register, laid down last month. 

I am^^ dear Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. George Hart. 



SIR, Hull, May 17, 1806. 

Your letter, addressed to me at Kingston port, under 
date of 7th of May instant, I have had sent me here, being 
the place of my residence. I have for the last four or five 
years persevered in building ships, vainly hoping that the 
value of shipping would grow better, first one year and 
then a second year, ahd sp on until I. found by experience, 
and to my very great loss, that my ships kept increasing in 
my hands, without being able to sell any ; it being my plan 
to build the ships and to sell them : instead of which, I have 
now on my hands twelve ships from 120 to 610 tons register 
measurement ; and, with the exception of three, which are 
in the employ of government, are all doing mthing ; and I 
conceived it is more to my interest to lei them remain un- 
empiof^d than to employ them at the current freights, wluch 
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I knew w31 sink mare money; for I do not know any eHe 
single emplaj that a ship can pay her way: and as a proof of ' 
it, there are no buyers. My property in shipping is not les$ 
than 60^000/. ; and if I wanted to raise one-sixtieth part of 
the money, that property ivould not produce it, unless it was 
sold for about half its cost : however, such is the very great 
depression, and although i can build ships at Kingston port 
Aesiper than any man in Britain, having my pec^e at the 
yery moderate wages of 4-/. 5/. '7a and up to 8/. and 10/. 
per week, they finding themselves with meat and every other 
necessary^ that I have resolved to give up building any more 
ships, and have offered to give up the mdentures to all my 
apprentices, being eightewi in number, and none at higher 
wages than 8/. p^ week, being a set of as fine stout young 
fellows as are in Britain, few of them stand less than five 
feet ten inches high, rather than continue a business that 
yields no profit. I ought to mention to you that I have 
m rent to pay for all the ground I occupy to lay my timber 
upon, and where I build riiy ships ; yet under all these fa- 
vourable circumstances I now see it is prudent to give it up, 
and I have already ordered my builder there to take down 
an my sheds and other conveniences, and s€ll the ma- 
terials for what they will fetch. I think a stronger proof / 
cannot be given that ship-building, if you are to keep 
or employ them, is a bad trade. I beg leave to observe 
that I don't do this, that is, give up this once profit- 
able trade^ because I want money, but, on the contrary, 
because it is a ruinous trade. I have built six ships at my 
yard within the last four years, all on speculation ,• not one was 
contracted for ; and only one since sold ; the last of these 
vessels is now on the stocks ; that as well as the other four 
remain in my hands. The six measured 1650 tons : one is 
613 tons, two of 294 tons each, and two of about ISO tons, 
and one of 190 tons; also a sloop of 70 tons. If any fur- 
ther information is wanted fi*om me I will readily com- 
municate it. In this port not one vessel is building on con- 
tract,- except two or three sloops of war. 
I am, respectfully. 

Your most obedient Servant, 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. W. OsboURNE* 



SIR, BridlingtoD, May 19, 1806. , 

In reply to your letter of the 18th instant, I have to say. 
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there is one vessel building here by Mr. Francis Ellis, the 
builder, 4idmeasures about 175 tons, not contracted for« I 
sliould feel a pleasure at any time in rendering you any iii-> 
fimnation on any subject of that kind. 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your obedient hiunble servant, 

Thomas Lamplouoh. 

N. B. Suppose the above vessel may be rea;dy for launch- 
ing in six months, but that depends upon old work. 

To Tho. Horncastle, Esq. &c. *c. 



DEAR SIR, * Hidl, May SO, 180^. 

Tour favour of the 13th instant I received on Sunday, 
and that of the l7th in due course, with two copies dF the 
state of the shipping interest, one of which I deliva*ed to 
Mr. Apdrew, agreeable to your desire. "We went this 
morning to the different ship-yards at this place, and at foot 
you have the result of our enquiry, which hope will prove 
satisfactory to the committee, to whom the ship-owners of 
Great Britain are much obliged for the trouble they have 
and are taking : the ship-builders liere complain very much 
of the stagiiation in their business. I shall be glad to ren^ 
der the committee any service in my power, and remain. 

Dear Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Wm. Horncastle. 

.Peter Atkinson and Co. one ship, 215 tons, laid down 
three months since on speculation, nearly planked. 

Ditto, 1 75 tons, laimched about four months, and called 
the Trafalgar, ^ow in London, for sale. 

Ditto, lighter, 20 tons, launched six months, remains 
unsold. 

Ditto, brig, 104 tons, launched on« month, sold yesterday, 
and called the Mary. 

William Gibson, ' one frigate, about 1050 tons, nearly 
firamed. 

• Ditto, 268 tons, just laid down on speculation, to keep his 
men together for old work. 

Robert Gleadowj one ship, 270 tonsy laid dpwQ fourteen 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C3tlix 

fflonthsi on speculatioiii since sold^ and will launch the be« 
ginning of June. 

Hall and Richardson, one ship, 190 tons, laid down about 
t month, framed, and wales about. 

Shepherd, a brig, 149 tons, launched eighteen months, 
was twelve months building, and remains on hand unsold. 

Ditto, one ship* 210 tons, laid down last August, on spe- 
culation,* and ready for launching, unsold. 

Ditto, a market boat, 36 tpns, contracted, one month laid 
down, timbered. 

Westerdale and Barnes, one ship, 266 tons, laid down 
fifteen months since on speculation, and sold about a month 
ago, expect to launch this evening. 

At StockwitL 

Walton, one ship, 190 tons, laid down eight months, on 

speculation, ready to launch. 

Ditto, 220 tons, on speculation, wales about. ' 
Titterton, one ship, 150 tons, laid down twelve months, 

•peculation, planked.' ' 

Gainsborough. 
Smith, one ship, 350 tons, three months, ditto, framed. 

Paghill and Paul. 
Stevenson, a frigate, in frame for seasoning. 

At Thome. . 

John Foster, two, vessels, contracted for lately, but do npt 
know the dimensions, or what state they are in. 

To Tho. Horncastle, Esq. 



SIR, Chester, May 20, 1806. 

I RECEIVED yours of the 13th instant, and now send you, 
annexed, the number of vessels, with the tonnage, &c. that 
^are building at this place. 

I remain. 

Your humble Servant, 

John Troughton, 

Messrs. Corson, Forbes, Cortney, and Co. h^ve four vesseb 

building, the whole register tonnage about 1500 tons, all 
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none on cQntracti disdharged several itieh— advertized tht 
premises to let^ bot has had no offer to take it— >he will abo 
take no apprentices. 

Mr. Shepkerd launched a vessel of 149 totiS) 18 monda 
since, and has one of 210 tons ready, they have been adveiv 
tized for sale many months.; will be glad to sell for 150 and 
200 each less than they cost to quit them ; has no contract^ 
nor has had any near these two years ; made a contract for 
ene of 360 about four mcmths ago, but the party contracting 
with him threw up the contract, and would not build. These 
vessek are built for no other motive than to keep his appren*. 
tices and men em{doyed ; he means to discharge his ,meift 
and will take no af^entices. 

Mr. Gibson is building, a frigate for g o v e r nm ent^and hat 
just laid down a vessel of 250 tons on the same-specfdaticra 
as the other ; has not built a vessel these four years on con* 
tract — ^has not taken any apprentice for the last six months,* 
and will not take an apprentice ; he also nrast discharge 
!9iune of his peop]te« 

HgU and Richards<m have a vessel of 140 tons just laid 
dkvwn, building on the same principles as the rest, nave no 
dontractynor have built more than one by contract for the last 
two' years l they also must discharge some men, not having 
employment for them, and will take no apprentices. 

Mr. Gleadow has a vessel of 270 tons nearly finished, wai 
laid down for his own account ; since sold at a loss, has no 
contract,^ nor expects any ; he is careless what becomes of 
his people, as he has little or no employment for them. 

Mr. Stevenson has a frigate for government, but has no 
other contract ; and rather than build on his own account 
he has let his men go, and' is now doing nothing, as the fri-^ 
gate is seasoning in her timb^s by hts. agreement, so that a 
stroke of hishammeris not heard in hb yard; in shorty all 
the yards in.thisjplace look more like deserted villages than 
ship-yards* ^ ' 

N. Bi' Mr. Stevenson does not live here, but as he is 
building within four miles of tlHsr place, I thought it ri^tto 
include: hi^^.state^ncnt with the other3si& i>uilder^ whost 
ydfds are the only ones in HuU. 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. 
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SIR, Frterhead, Maf m, 1806. 

In answer to your letter of the 7th instant, ther« ^^ only 
at present two small $loops of 70 tons each building at thi9 
place, which are not contracted for : they have betn on the 
stocks for three jtiontbs- 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Serrant, 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. (cc. James Hutchison, 



SIR, Port Glasgow, May 25, 1806. 

. At the request of captain George Brown of London, I 
beg leave to hand you prefix^, for the information pf ihe 
committee of ship-owners for the port of London, a list of 
sWps and vessels building at present in the river Clyde. 

I am. Sir, respectfully. 

Your mpst obedient Servant, 

List ffSki// and Vessels building m th River Clyde^ May 25, 

1806. 

Tont 
By John Scott and Sons, on contract, laid do>yn in Jan. 

last for the West*India trade, twp ships of 400 

tons each ------ 800 

By the same, on speculation, a vessel of 120 tons, for 

the coasting trade - - - ' - - 120 
By Francis Morgan, on speculation, a vessel of 100 

tons, for the coasting trade - - - - 100 
By Steel and Carsewell, on speculation, a vessel of 70 

tons, for the coasting trade - - - 70 

By John Martin, on speculation, a vessel of 120 tons, 

for the coasting trade - - - - 120 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. Tons - 1210 



Liverpool, June, 1806. 

All the ships building in Liverpool were begun on spe- 
culation, and are as follows : 

tU3 
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By Humble and Co. begun March, 1804 -^90 tons, nearly 
finished. 

By Bulawin and Co! March, 1805 - 267 tons, nearly 

finished. 

BySmalshaw - Jan, 1806 - 260 tons, one- 

fourth built. 

By J. P. Hind - 1803 - 165 tons, a brig 

ready for launching* 

By J. and I. Fisher - Dec. 1805 - 160 tons, about 
one-fourth built. 



SIR, Dundee, June S, 1800. 

Agreeable to the desire of Mr. George Syme of London, 
I have noted below the number of ships building at this 
port, with the other information you require. 

And am. Sir, 

Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. &c. Alex. Balfour% 

Vessels on the Shocks at Dundee^ June 3, '1806, . - 

1 * - 170 f - oacontract, 
5 415 
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ABSTRACT. 

An Account of the Number of Ships aiid Vessels of all Sizes which 
were building for the Merchants Service and G)asting. Trade, at the 
undermentioned Vorts ia Great Britain^ in Ajiril and May, 1806j and 
also, an Account of the Number of new Ships then on Ssde. 



Ports. 


Building on 
Contract. 


Building on Ships launched 
Speculation. and on Sale. 


Observations. 




Ships. 


Tons. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


No. 1 


Tons* 




London 

WelU, Norfolk 

Chepstow 

Stockton " "' 


1 - 
1 


409 
140 . 


1 


60 


9t 


2596. ^ These shijis were 

• • . • • Kiillf !tt the* mttm 


2 


470 


1 


190 


port8,andsentto 
the Thames for 




180 
120 
223 


Lynn - - - 
Lancaster 


1 
3 
6 
2 
2 
3 

16 

21 
1 


300 
1040 

1327 
170 
735 
%65 

3155 

2776 
200 






sale. See also list 






of other ships on 
8alethere,P.130. 


Scarborough - - 
Boston - 


3 


365 


Bristol 


2 
1 

3 

4 
1 


900 
70 

600 

527 
130 




• . . • . 4> Tf f s not certain 


Leith - - - 






whethcrthis ship 
is on contract or 
not. • 


Newcastle, North and> 
South Shields j 


2 


508 


Kirkaldie 








Portsmouth and other ^ 
placeg within theV 
Isle of Wight - ) 

Harwich - - 
















, 








Whitehaven 


1 
1 
1 
2 


400 

122 

60 

170 


2 
3 
1 

1 


300 
476 
125 
140 








BIyth - - . 
Bridgewater 
Dartmouth 
Topaham 


2 


462 




2 


270 


- 


1 
2 

6 

4 


110 
230 

547 
330 


10 
2 

1 
1 
2 


880 
230 

80 
24 

76 








Tdgnmouth 

Port of Barnstaple, viz. 

BidAfortl 












Appiedore 












* 3^ lietter trooi 


Barnstaple 
Weymouth 
WHtby 
Boroughstonncss 

Arhi*oa.fh « * 


2 215 






Boroughstonness; 

. by which it is 

presumed these 

small vessels are 


4 
8 
2* 

1 
1 

« 

2 
3 

2 
4 
2 
5 


462 

1866 

94 

1S8 

175 

1793 

460 
433 
140 
410 
245 
1242 






1 




« • • # • 


1 
1 


330 
56 






building on spe-» 


Bridlington - 

HuU,includingGains- ^ 
l>orough and other > 
places adjoining ) 

Chester * * 






culation. 


3 
4 


572 
1500 


3 


334 


Vide th^ three let- 
ters from Hull. 


Poole ... 








Peterhead - r 
Port Glasgow 
Dundee 
Liverpool 












2 

1 


BOO 
170 


























• 




Totals - - - 


50 


8961 


124 


|21,33'3 


22 1 4725 





N. B- No returns have been as yet received from Maryport, Bridport, and Berwick, 
and BOtne minor ports ; but it is understood there are very few ships or vessels building 
there^ and those principally small ones, and on speculation. 
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At a meeting of the commhtee of shipK)wliefs for the 
port of London, held at Wills* Coffee-houtey 6th of 
May, 1806: 

Mr. Barnes in the Chair : 

Resolved, That a letter be written by the secretary to 
th^ lords of trade, on the subject of opening the blockade 
of the Elbe and Weser to neutral ships, and to entreat their 
lordships to adopt tb6 same regulation which prevailed during 
the fbnher blockade of those rivers. 

(Signed) T. Barnes, Chairman. 

L^ter tMyessed H the Beard of Trade agreeably to the preceding 
Resolution. 

MY LORDS, Austin Friars, May 6, 1806. 

I AM instructed by the committee of ship-owners for the 
port of Ijondbn, to state to your lordships the deep regret 
they feel from an apprehension which is entertained that it 
is in your lordships contemplation to permit the navigatioa 
of the rivers Elbe and Weser fronl this country to be open 
to neutral vessels only, for the Accommodation of the export 
merchant*, or rather the foreign consumer, but which will 
operate to the nianifest injury of the British sliipping in- 
terest. Tliey humbly presume to state to your lordships^ 
that in thte hie blockade of those rivers, other adjacent ports 
nvere open^ by which the manufactures of this country, and 
the produce of the East and West Indies, found their way 
into the interior. The British ship»owners had then an 
equal chalnce with the neutrd ; and although the former had 
even then cause to lament the preference shewn to the 
latter, in direct prejudice to their own interest, still they 
did not complain, as their ships w^e employed;- in party of 
the carrying trade to that part of the continent. The com- 
mittee flattfcr themselves your lordships will not consider it 
indecorous in them to express their fears of the serious con- 
sequences which must arise, should the application made to 
your lordships on this occasion be admitted and countenanced ; 
for it will not only raise the neutral flag, but will materi^ly 
injure the shipping interest <)f Great Britain, which, at pre- 
sent, requires all the care afcid protection which your lord- 
ships can bestow upon it. 

The committee are well assm^d that the British merchants 
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would n9i press a matter so injarious to any set of indi- 
viduals, especially the shipping interest, if they were truly 
apprised of its ultimate tendency and effect. For although 
it may be thought that few British ships are employed in 
the trade alluded to, yet when the number is considered, not 
only from this port, but also from Liverpool, Bristol, Hull, 
Newcastle, and Leith, it will be found to give not only em- 
ployiftent to the vessels built expressly for that trade, but it 
also enables the vessels in the Baltic trade to bring home 
naval stcwes at much less expence to the country than they 
could possibly afford,, had they not had the advantages of 
freight to Tonning or Varel in their passage to the Baltic. 

The committee are well convinced of the absolute neces- 
sity of keeping up a communication with the continent for « 
the exportation of the produce and manufactures of this 
country, and most assuredly ijvould not have complained of 
the partial passing by neutrals of the present blockade, had 
no other means been left for that purpose ; but convinced that 
a similar medium might be adopted on this as on tl former 
occasion, and which gave satisfaction to all parties, they can- 
not refrain from submitting it to your lordships consideration, 
namely, to permit the passage of goods over the Watten in 
small craft rrom Tonning into the Elbe, and from the Jade 
into the Weser, and which, if now sanctioned, and its pro- 
tection is insured to this country by your lordships, will, they 
presume, answer every reasonable wish, and remove the 
difficulties which may now appear, whilst it gives relief to 
the foreign exporter, and will not so much injure the British 
ship-owner. Under all these circumstances, the committee 
. most earnestly intreat your lordships not to sanction a mea- 
sure which will militate . so materially against the shipping 
interest of the country ; and they wait your lordships de- 
cision with a firm reliance on your lordships patriotism and 
justice, which they are thorpughly convinced will be para- 
xnount to every partial consideration. 

Iam> 

My Lords, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Nat. Atcheson, Sec. 

To the right hon. the lords of the committee of his majesty's 
privy council for the affairs of trade and foreign planta- 
tions* 
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Office of Committee of PriTy Council for Tfade^ 
SIR, ^ Whitehall, May 13, 1805. 

Havinq laid before the lords'of the committee of council 
for trade and foreign plantations your Jietter^ received the 
8th instant, stating the great injury whidi will result to the 
interests of the British ship-owners if the Elbe and Weser 
are opened to neutral ships, and not to those of Great Bri- 
tain, &c. I am directed by their lordships to desire you will 
. assure the society of ship-owners of Great Britain that theif 
interests will, at all times, be as much attended to as the 
general commercial interests of the kingdom will permit *« . 
I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient 

Humble Servant, 
To Nat. Atcheson, Esq. (Signed) W. Fawkener. 



At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners for the port 
of London, held this 19th day of June, 1806 : 

Robert Curling, Esq. in the Chair : 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this meeting 
be given to the fifty-six members of parliament who have 
expressed their opinion of the necessity of maintaining and 
supporting the principles of the navigation system of Great 
Britain. 

Resolved unanimously. That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee that no necessity whatever exists to justify the Ame» 
V rican Intercourse Bill, in support of v^hich no evidence has 
been adduced ; and that the shipping of Great Britain and 
Ireland is more than sufficient to insure, at all times, both 
in peace and in war, when properly protected, the carriage 
of a regular and constant supply of provision and lumber to 
the British West Indies, from whatever country it may be 
purchased ; and, consequently, there is no occasion to yield 
to America, or any other neutral nation, that lucrative 
branch of trade which would annually, in the article of 
freight only, realise to the shipping interest of Great Britain, 
*• and df her settlements in America and the West Indies, up- 
wards of 300,000/. 

* See Yorke*i Political Review, vol. i. col. 413, for obeervations ob the 
partial opening of this blockade. 
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Resolved unanimously, That the adoption of this bill at 
the present moment is highly objectionable and impolitic, a3 
it cannot fail to encourage claims on the part of America to ^ 
allow a free intercourse between the United States and the 
king's dominions in the West Indies, nuhtch was declared by h 
his majesty's privy council in 1791 to be inadmissible, even 
as a subject of negatiationy and which will likewise tend to 
expel from that part of the colonial trade, which is left for 
British shipping, a greater number of them, which will in- 
crease the accumulated distress already felt by the owners of 
British ships in the European trade, froni neutrals being al- 
lowed to break the blockade of the Prussian and x>ther ports, ^ 
in consequence of 'which many British ships usually em- 
ployed therein are how actually in the want of employment. 

Resolved unanimously. That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that in consequence of the suspensions of the 
Act of Navigation, there is not at present building through- 
out the empire a sufficient number of ne<w ships to meet the 
annual decrease and consumption of shipping ; for whilst 
such temporary and fluctuating systems of suspending the 
Act of Navigation are adhered to, the great body of British 
ship-owners will not extend their capitals in shipping, as no 
certain or adequate protection and encouragement is afforded 
them. ' . 

Resolved unanimously, That it is the opinion of tliis com- 
mittee that it is now more than ever important that the ex- 
ertions which were beguii by this committee in 1801, and 
continued in the years 1802 and 1803, to obtain attention to 
the interests of British shipping, should be renewed with in- 
creased activity, as the good effect of. the measures adopted 
in Mr. Pitis last administration in 1 804, for gradually re- 
gaining the inestimable advantage this country must at all 
times derive from the Navigation Act when enforced, began 
to be manifested; and if those measures had been followed 
up, with others dictated by wisdom, which there is good . 
reason to believe was intended, the carrying trade bet ween ?,^^ 
America and the West Indies would soon have been restored'^ 
to British ship-owners. 

Resolved unanimously. That the principle of this bill 
unequivocally evinces an intention of an abandonment of a 
fundamental law of Europe, universally acknowledged and 
acted upon, and of the colonial system of Great Britain, as 
established by the Act of Navigation, and a total derelictioa 
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ef those principles which our ancestors cherished for the 
maintenance of the maritime power of the nation, and by 
which the British navy has attained that superiority which, is 
so essentially necessary, at this time, to |)reserve the inde* 
pendence of the empire. 

Resolved unanimously, That it is the ojHuion of this com* 
mittee that the ship-owners of Great Britain and Ireland 
ought not to relax in their endeavours to obtain, through 
the medium of their representatives in parliament, the future* 
full, effective, and beneficial operation of the Act of Navi- 
gation, by which means only we can ** rear and retain our 
seamen, the giand support of our present pre-eminence, smd 
preserve our country from falling below the level of sur* 
rounding nations," but which never can be done if a dis^ 
cretionary power is lodged with the privy council to suspend 
its operation at their discretion. 

Resolved unanimously, That these res(dutiont be printed 
in the Morning and Evening Newspapers, and distributed ia 
all the out-ports. 

^ Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this committee 
be given to the chairman for his indefa^igaUe and unwearied 
exertions to support the shipping interest of the country, and 
thereby promoting the landed and manu£icturing interests of 
the empire. 

(Signed) R. CuELiNO, ChairoKUU 



At a meeting of the committee of ship-owners Sot the 
port g( London, held this 31st day of July, 1806 : 

Ralph Keddet, Esq. in the Chair: 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this noeetuig 
be given to the right hon. John Lord Sheffield, for the 
eminent services rendered by him to the shipping interest of 
the united kingdom, and for his zealous exertions on aH oc- 
casions to maintain, unimpaired, the maritime strength of 
Great Britain. 

Resolved ynanimously. That the thanks of this meeting 
be given to the other peers of parliament, who have ex- 
pressed their opinion of the necessity of supporting, in- 
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violably, th6 principles of the navigation system of Great 
BritaiA. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this meeting 
be given to Sir Charles Price, Bart. Sir William Curtis, 
Bart, and to Mr. G. B. Mainwaring, for their steady and 
manly opposition to a bill likely, in the opinion of a respect- 
able meeting of persons concerned in the building, fitting, 
and owning ships in this metropolis, to be seriously injurious 
to their interests, as well as to the general interest of the 
country. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this meeting 
be given to the right hon. George Rose, the right hon. Sir 
William Grant, the right hon. Sir William Scott, Lord 
Castlereagh, the right hon. George Canning, the hon. 
Spencer Perceval,Mr.Staniforth, and the several other *mem- 
bers of the House of Commons, who have expressed their 
decided opinion, formed on the fullest and Coolest reflection, 
against any further departure from the navigation and co- 
lonial system of Great Britain (relaxed partially and tempo- 
rarily in the late war, for reasons, whether justifiable or 
otherwise, not necessary to be entered on), but which sys- 
tem the experience of the late government had induced 
them to adopt measures for completely restoring^ and which, 
in part, had been effected. 

Resolved unanimously. That a petition be presented t(> 
parliament early in the next session, for the repeal of the 
West-Indi^ and American Intercourse Act recently passed} ^ 
this meeting being convinced of the highly injurious ten- 

• The following are the names of the other Members of the House of 
Commons who voted against the American Intercourse Bill, and in sup- 
port of the Navigation Act, referred to in this resolution, viz. Lord Charles 
Manners, Lord Robert Manners, Lord Edward Somerset, Lord Charles 
Somerset, Lord Arthur Somerset, Lord De Blaquiere, Lord Rendlesham, 
Lord Lovaine, Lord Garlics, General Phipps, Mr. Chute, Sir Henry Mild- 
may, the Right Honourable John Foster, the Honourable Henry Lascelles, 
Colonel Sibthorpe, Mr. Bankes, the Honourable Rich. Ryder, Sir Robert 
Buxton, Sir Robert Preston, Sir A. S. Hammond, Sir V.Gibbs, Mr. Spenc^F 
Stanhope, Sir J. D. King, Mr. M*Naghton, Mr. Charles Long, Mr. Samuel 
Smith, Mr. Georgee Smith, Mr. Huskisson, Mr. Fellowes (Huntingdon), 
Mr. G. H. Rose, -Mr. Rutherford, Mr. Bagwell, Mr, Wm. Bagwell, Mr. 
Baker (Hertford), Mr. Barne, Mr. Bootle, Mr. Ashley, Mr. Fitzhugh, Mr. 
Steele, Mr. Wallace, Mr. Leycester, Mr. Dent, Mr. Hammett, Mr. Brod- 
rick, the Honourable W. Wellesley Pole, ♦the Hon. R. S. Dundas, Mr. W. 
Dundas, Mr. "Holt Leigh, Mr. Claude Scott, Mr. Samuel Scott, Mr. ftol- 
ford, Mr. Thoroton (Grantham), Mr. S. Bourne, Mr. G. Johnstone, M^. 
Ain»Ue, and Mr. Longfield, 

[X] 
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dency thereof to the general mterest of the countiy, as well 
as to that of the ship-owners : it having been e^ablished 
beyond all possibility ot doubt, that the islands in the West 
Indies are inundated with the produce and manufactures of 
fi the East Indies and of other countries by the Americans, <o 
the prejudice of British merchants and manufacturers. 

Resolved unanimously. That it is the Ofnnion of this 
committee, that the merchants, ship-owners, and manu£u:« 
tiirers of Great Britain and Ireland ought not to relax ia 
their endeavours to obtain a full and effectual operation g£ 
the navigation and colonial system of the country, by se-> 
curing the freight to the colonies to British ships exdu* 
sively, and the monopoly of supplies of manu£ictures of aU 
sorts to the Mother 0>untry, which it appears to this meet- 
ing can be best done by dutiful and respectfid applicati&ns 
to parliament, and by the persons who are interested availing 
themselves of the earliest and best opportunities of awakening 
the attention of the representatives of tie sea ports and ma^ 
nufacturing counties to the true and most important interests 
of their constituents ; and also, by the attention of those- 
who may be desirous of becoming representatives of such 
pbces being called to the same object. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this meeting 
be given to the sub-committee, who were appointed to su- 
perintend the application to parliament, during the late 
session, against the American Intercourse bill, for their 
uniform attendance and perseverance in pursuing the mea- 
sures previously adopted by this committee, to give effect to 
the maritime interest of this country. 

Resolved, That the preceding resolutions be inserted hi 
the Morning and Evtning Newspapers, and transmitted to 
the out-ports, and to the principal manufacturing towns in 
Lancashire, Yorkshire, Cheshire, Staffordshire, Warwick- 
s^e; to Edinburgh and Glasgow; and to Dublin, Cork, 
Waterford, Limerick, and Belfast. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this meetmg 
be given to the chairman, for his great attention to the smp^ 
ping interest. 

(Signed) Ralph Ejeddey, Chairmam* 
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At a Meeting of the Committee of Ship-owners for 
the Port of London, held this 23d day of October, 
1806: 

Ralph Keddey, Esq. in the Chair : 

Resolved unanimously, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that the ship-owners of Great Britain and 
Ireland* ought, at the present crisis, to express unequivocally 
their grateful sense of the patriotic conduct of those peers 
and members of the lerislature who publicly declared, 
during the last session ot parliament, their opinion of the 
impohcy of relaxing the maritime principles of the country, 
and the absolute necessity of niaintaining inviolably in 
future the navigation and colonial system of Great Britain. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this com- 
mittee be given to Sir Charles Price, Baronet, for his con- 
stant and unremitted attention to the interests of British 
ship-owners, for his uniform support of the maritime prin- 
ciples of the nation, and for his manly and independent op- 
position, in the last sesskjn of parliament, to a bill, which 
this committee are still convinced will prove highly injurious 
to the general interests of the Empire. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this com- 
mittee be given to Sir William Curtis, Baronet, for his at- 
tention and readiness to support the petition presented by 
them last session against the American Intercourse Bill, and 
for th^ manly and spirited sentiments expressed by him on 
that occasion. 

Resolved unanimously, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that, imless the navigation and colonial sy«tem of 
Great Britain be strictly adhered to in future, the most 
ruinous consequences will result to the country ; the com- . 
mittee, therefore, trust, that an early investigation will take 
place in parliament on that important subject, in order to 
ascertain the actual state of the shipping and navigation of 
the Empire — the present state of the loyal British colonies in 
America — and the great increase of foreign skipping em- 
ployed in the trade of this country and its dependencies ; so 
that the public may no longer be deluded with speculative 
theories in political economy, which cannot be supported by 
the test of experience and truth. 

Resolved unanimously. That these resolutions, and those 
which were entercsd into by this committer on the 31st day 
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of July last, be inserted in the Newspa|>ers ; and wbicli, at 
this critical and important juncture, are most earnestly re- 
commended to the serious attention and consideration of 
the public. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this committee 
be given to the chairmsn^ for his attention and judicious 
conduct on this occasion. 

(Signed) Ralph Keddey, 
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No. VIL 

Rates of Freight of Sug^r and Rum from 17S0 to 1806, 
both inclusive, in the Trade from the British West In- 
dies to Great Britain, 



Jamaica. 


Leeward IslaBSds. 


Yean. 


Sugar. 


Kum. 


Sugar. 


ftum. 




A /. ^. 


/. 


s. d. 


/. 


s. d. 


/. .f. J. 


1780 


8 





9 





7 


9 


1 


8 





9 





7 


9 


2 


8 





9 


JO 


7 


9 


3 


8 





9 


0. 


7 


9 


4 


4 





6 





3 6 


6 


5 


4 





6 





3 6 


6 


6 


4 





6 





3 6 


0-6 


7 


4 





4 





3 6 


4 


8 


4 





6 





3 6 


6 


9 


4 





6 


^ 


3 6 


6 


1790 


4 





6 





3 6 


6 


I 


4 





6 





3 6 


6 


2 


4 





6 





3 6 


6 


3 


5 6 





8 





5 


,0 6 


4 


8 





1 





7 


10 


5 


9 





1 





8 


10 


6 


9 





1 





8 


10 


7 


9 





1 





8 


10 


$ 


9 





1 





8 


10 


9 


10 





1 





9 


10 


1800 


10 





1 





9 


10 


1 


10 





1 





9 


10 


2 


6 





8 


. 


5 


6 


3 


5 





6 





4 


6 


4 


9 





10 





8 


8 


i5 


9 





1 





8 


10 


6 


9 6 





1 

{Sign 




ed) 


8 6 
Jo 


10 
HN Blacket* 



-Digitized by 



Google 



clxvi 



No. VIII. 



Rates of Freight from 1782 to 1806, both inclnsive. In the 
Baltic Trade. 





Petersburgh, 


Petertburgh, 


Petersburgh, 


Timber from 




Yeari 


&c. to 


&c. to 


&c. 


Riga to 


Memcl 




London. 


London. 


to London. 


London. 


to London. 




Hemp & Flax. 


TaUow. 


Deals. 








per Ton. 


per Too. 


per Hund. 


per |/)ad. 


per Load. 




s. s. 


*. *. . 


#. «. 


s. s. 


s. s. d. 


1782 


85 to 105 


75 • 


120 to 160 


48 to 60 


43 to 52 6 


1783 


35 to 45 


28 


80 


24 


19 


1784 


32 6d. 


25 


50 


20 


16 


1785 


do. 


do. 


do. 


18 


15 


1786 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


da 


1787 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


da 


1788 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


da 


1789 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


da 


1790 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


1791 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


1792 


do. 


do. 


50 to 60 


do. 


15 to 16 


1793 


65 


42 6d. to 45 


90 


32 6d. 


25to326d. 


1794 


do. 


45 


do. 


do. 


do. 


1795 


80 


So 


120 


36 


J2 6d. to36 


1796 


80 to 85 


60 


125 


40 


30 to 35 


1797 


60 


40 


70 


25 


21 


1798 


60 to 75 


40 to 50 


80 to 95 


25 to 45 


20 to 3$ 


m9 


90 to 125 


60 to 82 6d. 


160 


50 


44 


1800 


100 


60 


155 


55 


43 * 


1801 


90 


55 


HO 


40 


35. 


1802 


45 to 50 


30 to 35 


67 Od. 


24 


»9 


1803 


90 to 100 


50 to 55 


125 to 130 


35 to 60 


30 to 45 


1804 


75 


50 


105 


40 


33 


1005 


75, 


50 


115 


40 


33. 


1806 


85 


55 


no to 120 


38 


30 6d. 



(Signed) 



John Ak;enheaiv 
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No. IX. 



Rates of Freight from 1780 to 1806, both inclusive, in the 
Trade between Great Britain and PortugaL 




Oporto. 



Home. 



c£ 5 per Ton.. 

i^ 2 per Ton- 
£ 5 per Ton. 

£ 3 to June 1808. 



Lon. 



(Signed) 



£6 
£6 
£5 
<£ 5 per Ton. 



John R. Sherman. 
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TRADE 'J^O ST. 



A Statement of the Loss incurred by the Employment of the Shij 

between April, 1802, and 

Dr» The Owners of the Ship Nelson, in Account Current wit 

1802. Vovage. I. s. d, 18 

April 30. Amount postages, &c .- 1 6 10 Mar 

Balance diie at this date to the owners 1 7t 1 9 5 



Aug. 20. Cash paid, Thovts and Co 

Oct. 1 9. Stanley, provisions 

Jan. 1 5. Fletcher and son, shipwrights . . - . 

March 26. S. Reed, rope-maker 

April 5. J. Morrison, sail cloth 

9. Capt» l^ennon, for disbursements • 

outwards j viz. London ...... 86 14 10 

Downs 19 4 9 

Torbay 7 9 9 

Madeira 30 5 5 

St. Kitts 87 6 10 



His disbursements homewards, viz. 

Expences of dischars^e and negro 

^ hire ; .?.. 145 15 

in London river 50 14 1 1 

Portledgebill 388 10 8 

Cabin allowance. ...*.. 3U 

Island pay and horse hire 23 7 O 

Primage out 17 12 

Do.home 14 2 

Privilege ,37 3 

This sum paid J. Blackett 31 10 

John Blackdt's account, outwards : 
Register . 



78 6 S 



1 5^6 14 


I 


1 174 15 





1 448 17 





1 105 8 


2 


1 22 4 


7 



1 231 1 7 



743 12 7 



Apri 
Nov. 



Dec. 



J 
18 
Jan. 
Feb. 



Marc 
April 



£ ZL9S 



^ 



6 ST » 
t 8 



«' 
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Dr. 



The Owners oflsDERooN, and Bosam^uet. 



Cr. 



Voyage 



77 
9 



13 12 11 
71 .11 3 
28 5 9 

31 7 



1803. 
May 1. To balance due, Maif eivcd from Brickwood and Co. 2 

date. den 2 

July 5. Cash paid, Da\ kon. Bis Dawson 2 

23. I.eunon's bill to Wm. )ind Co 2 

26. Paid Lyon and Co... Jicr 2 

Aug. 29. Paid Spragffon for ha| and Co. homeward bound. ... 2 

Sept. 6, Port charges at i and Co. outward bound 3 

28. Stanley, for proband Co 2 

Nov. 18. Paid Blackett on accojMann 2 

Pec. 12. Pickering and and Co 2 

voyage Tt.. ,,, 2 

Smith, primage Jst-India Dock Company. ...♦ , 2 

1 804. freight ^ wine, C L and D G 2 

Jaij. 18. Marman, butcher , . non for, as follows : 
Blackett*8 acceptance ^iU to Wallace from 

"Feb, 4. Do. for apprentices w 

10. Do. paid Taylor, co tly for wages 

March 7. Blackett, butcher^s b ^e received in Saint 

17. His acceptance of Si 

April 30. JohnBIackett, for^sunc ^s out 

ments, viz. enter -« shipped by himself 

duty, fees, Sec * puncheons sold in 

Assistance from Do^ • • • 

pilotage, 81. 8« 

Hire S men fromCrai -o Manning and Co. at this date 

reporting, 3/., .... 

James Solly, wages. 

, Thomas Jerry, pile 

Dock rate, n4U7j. 

and dues, 44/. 1 9s. 

Uehts 

Paid Ship Bellona,fo 



Deduct 60 fathoms c 

Ditto for amount ol 
bills as follow 
A. Hooper, saii-mak 
John Forrest, mast-x 
Thomas Davidson, b 
Wm. Forrest, ehand! 
Thomas Reuilby, iroi 
James Herbert, coope 
S. Reed, rope-makex 
R. S. Stantey, baker. 
J. Kafnock, painter^ 
R. Lewis, ironmongf 
A. Morrison, s^Uma 
H. Taylor, rope-mab 
R. Whales, blacksmit 
Fletcher and Son . . . 

Commission on reed 

at 2 per cent .... 

Charges, coffee-ho 

king's weighers, 

John LennonforcQs 

London, out wan 

Downs and Lyming 

Madeira , 



ge. L 


*. 


I 


65 


9 


5 


28 





6 


13 


9 


2 


45 


14 





27 


6 


4 


J 024 


4 


3 


583 


3 


9 


104 


1 





43 


17 





9 








75 


17 





54 


10 


1 


6 


7 


9 



231 r 

560 a 
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No. XL— Coiu 
Dr. The Owners of the Ship Nelson, in Account Corrcntjj.^ 



1804. 
April $0. 

June 15. 
My 5, 
Aug. 18. 
Aag. 2d. 
fcpt. 13. 
18. 
Kor. 13. 
1805. 
Jan. 5. 

16. 

26. 



To balance due Manning an4 Co. brongtit 

forward •' 3 

Cash paid Blackett*8 order to Lyon for beer 3 

Paid Stanley provisions 3 

Paid Blackett on account 3 

Paid Blackett en account 5 

Paid Blackett** acceptance to Smith 3 

Paid Blackett 3 

Paid do. on account balance last year 3 

Paid do. for survey on shore. •••••••••••.• 3 

Paid do. for previsioRs • . • • S 

Paid do. balance of his account ^ •••••• *^ 3 

Blackett's account against the ship, 
including tradesmen's bill, third 
voyage 1647 5 11 

Receiv^ by him at sundry times 1 100 



Voyage. /. s, d. 



547 5 11 



29. Paiddo J 3 

April 3. Paid Granger for lighterage 3 

Afarch30. Paid Lennon's order to Forrest for battering 

tops 3 

John Blackett, for amount Smith's primage. • 3 

1806. Charges, portage, staihps, &c , • 3 

March 24. Perry and Co. carpenter's bill, repairing da- 

pag[e^Ja^ugu8t, 1 804. .,1^..^^. . . . , 3_ 



560 11 


3 


16 16 





149 11 


8 


300 





300 





157 17 


10 


200 





400 





2 2 





134 5 


7 


447 5 


11 



100 
16 

5 

15 
3 



U< » *i>. 



21 6 



^ 6 
Cf 
9 
6 
6 

r? 

2 

4 
8 



poowa « m»/v?^. ^ ^, TSAiUB jaq no iCn«»u33 cpiBMrn pwodaj nwq 3cnA«u c 
pww« e pawodw dq oj dnis aqj 40j jaAajBq.*! uoitBDDO ou 3niaq 9J9ui \aiiWvIdh 



[2nidq9j9i{) *jdaMo-djoi, 



^ A05 



081 
L8C 



'• 95b^OA dtp JOJ pa3j«tI0 9DOBJ1WUI 

•WdD jad 75 ji! woawH mojrj put? ox 
'duxoq pire ano Xoahoq joj stuma^ 



/» '«i> w«fUiC9Q 



Digitized 



^d "Google 



^ clxxiv 



Statement of Loss on a Vo ritkh Ship of $29 Tons, Raster 



Dr. 

London charge * 

April 1. Agreement, seaman 17». 6iL 
house, clearing in ballast, 5i 
100 Tonsof baUast 61, St. hea 
Crimpage for carpenter, co 
3L&4.9tLCh 



Wages and ; 

To S| months* wages, at 74 
Sutement, No. 1.) 

To provisions for 14 peof 
per do. man per day .... 

Dantzick 

One third port charges and 1 
Sundry small charges for ball 

Sound ( 

Sound charges up, Sf. 1 1». 7< 
Pilot up ana down, S/. shore ■ 

London, 

Pilot, d(. Sf. boats, assistance 
Reporting*, XL5t. tonnage ai 

38i. 11$ 

Lighu, Si. 1«. 6d. clearing, fc 
Delivering cargo, 24/. measui 
Charter and stamp, 2i. 2s, 1 

6t. (yd- at 2 per cent. 14/. ! 
Wear and tear on this voy 
. lation, to supply the ship - 

the hull in repair 

Insurance on 4500/. the valu( 

ment, No. 11.) 



f Freight and Port Charge, via. 

charge 

oak plank at 37/ 

deals, 36s • 

timber, 35i. »...••••. • 

d, 4 feet, I 

6fe«t,{ ' 

10# 



To loss on th 



1805. 



No. I. above 

Monthly Statement of V 



Master per month 

Mate, dO{.. • 

Carpenters, do - . 

Cook, do... ........ .. 

" TDowns an^ Lymingj 
Madeira \ 



Cr. 



I i. 


17 5 
162 12 
357 16 
155 17 


8 16 


15 
5 



ince, io8» on this voyage 




896 13 



above referred to. 
Insurance. 



L 9. d. 

of the rfiip J 

l'8 8/.8*.perV 378 

t.poUcy5i!!. *!.*!.. 9 



L value 
t Lloyd' 
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No. xni.— BA 

A Statement of the Expences of a Ship of 300 Tons on a Vo 

Average of three Montis to comp 

Dr. 

1806. /. /. d. 

To wageii fur 14 people for 3 months, at 67L 7/. 6J. per moiith. 

(See Statement, No. L) 202 2 6 

Wages for ditto, the same time, at 1/. 6d. per man, x>er diem, 96 6 

Wear and tear on this voyage for the support of hull, rigging, and 
materials, supposing her to make three voyages anuually, 

which is seldom effected, at 12/. per cent, per annum, ,. 120 

Port charges and ex^nces at Dantzic and the Sound. ^See No. IL) 66 9 
Custom-house and poi*t chnrges, duties, delivery, &c. at Loudon, 

out and in. (See No. III.) 10014 7 

Insurance for this voyage ou 3000/. the estimated value at 6 
guineas per cent, with 4L per cent, returns for convoy. See 
No.1V 13915 



725 11 7 



To loss on this voyage, «••.... ••...•.. 78 11 7 

N. B. It mdst be evident to every man conversant with shipping, that many 
^neral head, and yet on such a voyage would amount to 30/. or 40/. at a moder 
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No. XIV.— 



fr m. 



Tons, on two Voyages, 



1804, January. 
To firit cost 



Outfit, via. 

To Farmer, joiner 

KIstob, shipwright 

Hopkiiii, carver , . 

llurn, sail-ir.aker 

Brett, plun:ber 

C 'liver, brazier 

Dowding, ship chandler . 

Reid, rope-maker 

AVheatly, for an anchor . 

Lake, blacksmith 

Cabin furniture 

Wiilan, for 2 guns 

Hawkins, for patent to windi 

Clierty, painter , 

Claughton, mast-maker . . 

Harington, for junk 

WeUh, for twice laid rope 



March. 
To disbursements, London, outv 

Do. Gravesend , 

Thompson, for provisions . , 
Haden, cheese-monger. . . 

Groceries 

Smalls, butcher ........ 

Sap, brewer 

Salmond, for coals, ..,,,, 

Thurlby, for candles 

Blackburn, water ca^ . 

Pilot to the Downs 

Richard panters, for longbo 
Disburs^nents at Portsmoutl 

Do. at Lymington 

Da at Falmouth .,..,,, 

Do. at Quebec 

Do. at London, inwards • 

Po«tagebilI .. 

Messrs. Dawsons, custom-he 
Insurance on 2500/. from L< 
8 guineas, to return 4/. pe 
Do. from Quebec to London 
Insurance oa freight, at do. 
Interest of money on ship val 
Wear and tear, 8 per cent. 



To loss on I 



1805, January. 

* Fjnt cost and outfit 

To Klatob, shipwright .^ . • . 
Gr«ig, for earthenware . . 

Hill, for paint : g;e 

Syeds, for compastct. . »^ ♦ . . 

Brett, plumber ».•. ^. 

Groceries ^ 

Dowding, sjiip chandler . . , , 
CharUs and Steel, coopers 
Haden, cheese- mongrer, ... 



/. /. d. 

348 17 

812 10 8 

232 

287 18 1 



J 



1681 5 9 



534 18 O 

750 

230 O 

448 5 5 
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Ad estimated Statement of the Expences incurred by an average 
Port of Njewcastle-upon-Tyne to London^ shewing the Loss \ 
Prices. December 3, 1806. 

Dr. /. s. d. 

Towages for 1 1 men and boys. (See Items annexed, No. 1.) 66 19 6 

To provisions for ditto, say at 40 days (averaged times at 9 

voyages in the year) at 1/. 6d. per day, per man, • 33 

Fitter's bill for 128 Newcastle chaldrons of Wallsend coals, with 

keel dues, expences, and custom-house charges. (See Items 

amrexcdrNtrlt.-) ; 223 15 

Factor's bill for duties, charges, delivery, &c. (See Itenis annexed, 

No. III.) 208 10 11 

Sundry small charges which always occur that do not oome under 

any general head. (See Items annexed. No. IV.) 11 12 6 

Wear and tear on this ship for a voyage which, supposing her to 

make nine in a year, will give 270/. annually for the supply of 

>Q*^> ng§>ing, sails, cables, materials, &c 30 

Insurance on this ship, moderately valued at 2000/. at Sf guineas 

percent^pervo/age,withduty, ••••.••••.•• ^ •••,•••••••• 76 

649 n It 

To lo B o a ttthe f u y age, .{.••••i «..<.4.#«.«:«..%)rr.« 80 17 11 

N. B. JValhendixe the most beneficial eoals to loWl for the LmdoH market 
thesecoab, which is rarely performed, and it is necessary Xx^ obiwve that the estimi 



No. I. above referred to. 

Statement of the Wages paid on a ship of 16 Keels, or 340 London Chaldrons, 
for a Voyage in the Coal Trade, from Newcastle to Lrados.and back. 



Master's wage^ . 



M »TMtV*'rtT* 



f 01 9 s^qSia^ no dscdi^Dp dSwdAV < f SI Z\ <siDd;i 

I |o 

S 9 ff 



r" f\ ^\ 
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Statement of the Prices of Shi I 

the Prices and I riods 



T^-^O— 1795, compared with 
* of War. 



PROVISIONS. 



Irbh beef, per cwt. 
Ship bread, ditto * 
Flour, per sack 
Peas, per bushel - 
Beer, per barrel 
Salt beef, per tierce 

Salt porky per barrel 



{vance on all 
in this class 



1 84. 8 2perct. 



MATERIALS, STORES^ 
Rope, per cwt. - - ^ 
Masts, per load, fit for an a^ 

sized ship - - -I 

Sails made up of No. I canra 

yard - - - 

English oak timber, per load 
Quebec, ditto ditto 
Builder's price in the river, p^vance*) 

measurement for average 

ships - - - 



items M22 10 2 per cent. 

-|5S J 



SEAMEN'S WAGES 
Mates and carpenters to the 

Indies, per month 
Seamen, ditto ditt 

Ditto, Mediterranean, did 

Ditto, Baltic, ditto 

Shipwright's wages, per day 

Caulkers, ditto di[.^ 



vanceonall| „ ^ i ^^^i. 
inthisclass)^^' ^ P^^ ^^• 



RATES OF FREIGHl 
West-India Leeward Islands 

per cwt. - - - 
Ditto, Jamaica, ditto 



Baltic freight, Memel timbe: Average decrease) 19 5 8 
. load - - - ^ on these 4 items) perct. 

Riga timber 
Deals, per hundred 

i-^atm andTteel, coopers 
Haden, cheese- monsrer. . . , 



.tq; 



/. /• d. 
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No. XVII. 

Statement of the Difference of the first Cost^ Outfit, and Expences 
on a Voyage to St. Petersburgh and London, betwixt a British and 
a Dantzic Ship, supposing each to be four Months on the V<^age> 
at an equal Freight and of an equal Tonnage^ say 304 Tons per 
Eegister Measurement. 



Suppose the British Ship cest 
4772/. 

/. /. 

Outfit, including provisionSjiOO 

Crimpage fbr 9 men at 3 
gnineaseach, .28 

Ii(^Qg, &c. at St. Peters* 
burgh, in which the 
sailors will not assist,. ... 1 90 

Port charges, &c. at El- 
sineur, •• 17 6 

FOotage and assistance up 
the river to her moorings, S 5 

Discharging the cargo, . . ••• 35 

Tonnage duty and dock 
dues 33 8 

lights and reporting, .... 813 

Wages, of which about 60/. 
must be paid in advance, 
previous to the ship's 
sailing, 329 

Insurance on 4800/. at 8 
guineas per cent, with 
policy, 415/. 4/. less, re- 
turn at 4 per cent. 192/. 223 4 

970 4 



Suppose the Dantzic Ship cost 
S20O/, 

Outfit, including provi^cmsy 60 O 

Crimpage, none. 

Loadiiig at St. Petersburgh, 

in which the sailors a&sist, 1 40 
Post charges, &c. at El- 

sineur, 17 6 9 

Pilotage and assistance up 

the river to her moorings, 17 
Discharging the«arga,. ... 25 O 
Tonnage, duty, and dock 

dues, S3 S 

Lights and reporting, .... 16 5 6 
Wages without any ad- ^ 

yance, 218 O 

Insurance on S3O0A at 2§ 

guineas pe» cent, with 

policy, ...•..•.. 96 

61» S 
Difference in fitvourof the 
Dantzic ship, •»••... .351 3 9 

970 4 O 
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No. XVUI. 

An Account of the Number of Ships and Vessels belonging 
to the British Empire iMch appear from Lloyd's Lists xo 
have been lost, stranded, and got off, captured and re^ 
captured from the Year 1789 to 1800, inclusive. 



Years. 


Lost. 


On Shore. 


Got oft 


Captured. Recaptured. 


1789 


163 


61 


7 






1790 


167 


47 


11 






1791 


213 


82 


8 






1792 


195 


59 


11 






1793 


201 


38 


5 


357 


62 


1794 


246 


64 


4 


701 


S6 


1795 


222 


42 


2 


646 


56 


1796 


181 


44 


1 


584 


67 


1797 


193 


59' 


6 


751 


135 


1798 


165 


61 


6 


447 


91 


.1799 


210 


46 


3 


451 


86 


1800 


999 


49 


6 


457 


122 




2385 


652 


70 


4344 


705 ^ 




652 


on shore. 


705 R 


ecaplnred. 
otal lost b: 




3037 


3639 T 




7rv '•^t- ^0^ 








lyJ 


^Vt V»4l. 






2967 


Total lost bv perils of the sea. 




3639 


Total lo 


St by ca] 


)ture. 





6606 Total loss by perils of the sea and capture in 
twelve years. 



N. B. There is no doubt but that many ships telongjng 
to the British empire have been lost and captured, which 
are not mentioned in Lloyd's lists. 
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No. XIX. 



An Account of ithe Number of Vessels, with the Amount -of 
their Tonnage, which have been ^nualljr built an4 
registered, in the several Ports of the British Empire, 
between 5th of January 1793, and 5th January 1805. 





Ves$els. 


Tonnage, 


Average ^ate qf 
Tonnage. 


In the year 1793 

. 4 

. 5 

— - ] 7 
— - . 8 

. 9 

. 1800 

. 1 

. 2 

< . 3 

. 4 


800 

714 

719 

823 

727 

833 . 

858 
1,041 
1,065 
1,281 
.1,407 

991 


75,085 

66,021 

72,241 

94,972 

84,195 

89,319 

98^044 

134,i98 

122,593 

137,508 

135.692 

95,979 


93|^ 
92fl^r 

io7m 

114^ 

128-,^ . 

96-^ 
96Ui- 


Total 12 years 


11,259 


1,205,847 


107tW^ 



Office 



Custom-House, London, 



of tbe Register Genes al of Shipping, C T. E. WlLLQUGHBy, 

January 28, 1806. 5 

N. B. This account was printed by order of the House of 
Commons, on the 1st of April, 1806, and contains a return 
of ships and vessels of all sizes, from three tons upivards, for 
which see subsequent account. No. XX. ordered to be 
printed by the same authority, on tbe 24th of June, }806, 
The calculation of the average tonnage has been since added 
to tlie above account. 



By sect. 3d, m Geo. IIL chap. 60. Every ship or vessel 
I'ixving a deck, or being of the burthen oi fifteen tons or up^ 
"ivards, is required to be registered. 

By sect. 6. Except lighters* barges, boats, or vessels of 
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No. XTX. — Continued. 

any description whatever built in, and used solely m rivers, 
and in inland navigation. 

By sect. 15. Bond from 100/. to 1000/. penalty that the 
certificate shall not be sold, lent, or otherwise disposed of; 
and that in case the ship shall be lost or taken by the 
enemy, burnt or broken up, or otherwise prevented from 
returning to the port to which she belongs, the certificate, 
if preserved^ shall be delivered up within one month after the 
arrival of the master in any port or place in his majesty's 
dominions, to the collector or comptroller, in order that the 
fame may be cancelled. 

Therefore, Owners ought to give notice to the comptroller 
of the customs where registered, when the ship is either lost 
or captured, whether the certificate of registry be preserved 
or not. At present there is great reason to believe many 
«hips are continued on the entries at the register-general's 
office, although not in existence; consequently the general 
returns of tonnage cannot be accurate. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



clXxxiii 



^ No. XX. 

RETURN tx> an Order of the Honourable House of Commons, dated 
20th Ma^, 1 806,— for an Account of the Number and Tonnage 
of the Ships and Vessels built in Great Britain, from 5th January 
1790 to 5th January I8O6 ; distinguishing each Year, and the 
Tonnage of each Ship or Vessel, and also the Ports or Places 
where they were respectively built. 



PORTS. 


Year 1790. 


1791. 


1804. 


1805. 




Ton* 


Tons 


. 


rons 


Tons . 


IX>NDON 


1 Ship - 229 


I Ship . 1,210 


IShip 


52 


1 Ship 50 




— - 38 


— - 463 


_ . 


58 


— - 840. 




— - 34 


— . 40 


^m . 


57 


— - 858 




— - 157 


— - 58 


m^ . 


18 


— " 858 




— - 243 


— - 189 


* 


61 


— - 864 




— . 105 


— . 173 


..^ . 


46 


— - 1862 




— - 29 


— - 64 


«.- m 


49 


■— - 175 




— - 238 


— - 41 


—— i (- 


18 


— • 52 




— . 52 


— - 183 


— « f^' 


54 


— . 43 




— - 52 


— - 286 


■■M <• 


52 


— - 52 




— - 246 


— . 57 


-« . 


192 


— - 40 




— - 364 


— . 416 


.» . 


45 


— - 5% 




— * 280 


— - 346 


^m - 


11 


— • 48 




1,255 


— - 300 


m^ . 


16 


— . 50 




— - 1,246 


— - 257 


> 


21 


— • 45 




— - 369 


— - 36 


».• . 


7 


— • 50 




36 


— - 525 


- 


48 


— - 29 




i— - 342 


— - 313 


«-« - 


34 


— - 50 




— - 305 


-- - 28 


m^ . 


7 


— - 43 




— - 255 


— - 52 


»- . 


23 


— ^ 49 




— - 573 


- - 3; 


m-m . 


43 


— - 9 




~ . 1,233 


— . 9 


wmm J 


38 


— - 46 




— - 1,246 


— - 53 


mmm . 


43 


— • 50 




-^ . 47 


— - 18 


m^ . 


47 


— , 45 




— - 81 


mm. m 3 


«-« . 


36 


— - 48 




— - 12 


~ - 63 


— . 


64 


— . 30 




— - 12 


— - 5 


mm . 


.55 


•— - 46 




— - 14 


— . 39 


^m, . 


11 


^ " 45 


' * 


— - 12 


^ . 8 


'm-m « 


26 


— - 43 




-- - 16 


— - 5 


— - 


6C 


— - 7 




— . s 


^ . 52 


^m . 


2i 


— ^ 48 




-i- - 8 


— • 7 


■ — - 


24$ 


— * 43 




^ - U 


— - 91 


>-i» . 


Hi 


) — - 46 




— . 45 


— . 49 


— - 


i 


i — - 44 




— - It 


— . 48 


1— . 


2{ 


J — ^ 4 




— - i 


5 — - 12 


... . 


25: 


J — * 12 




— - 2£ 


I — . - 6 


mmm m 


28. 


> — - 134 




^ - le 


» — - i 


mmm . 


63( 


5 — - '134 




6: 


5 — - 11 


--^ - 


40! 


5 — - 360 




— . 7S 


) ^ . I A 


«* - 


30J 


2 ^ - 33 
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SHIPS AND VESSELS 



■' r ' ==:: 

PORTS. 


Year 1790. 


1791. 


1804. 


1805. 






Tons 




Ton 


Tons 


• Tons 


JLO^DON coiitiuuid 


— * 


43 


. 


5 


-~ - 26 


— - bi 




— - 


la 


. 


24 


— - ' 470 


— - 27 




■ — - 


i;> 


-^ - 


10 


— - 869 


^ . 79 




— - 


36 


- - 


14 


— . «61 


— . 8 




— - 


28 


- 


4 


— - 51 


— - 8 




— - 


45 


— - 


12 


— - 53 


~ - 22 




■ — , - 


4 


— - 


41 


— 


— - 25 




— - 


35 


- 


50 


— 


— . - 38 




— . - 


24 


- 


25 


— 


-^ - 24 




— - 


21> 


■ - 


84 


— 


— . - 48 




- 


7 


- 


3V 


— 


— - 19 




--- - 


53 


- 


4'7 


•— 


— 




— - 


5 


— - 


14 


— 


— 




— -, 


20 


- 


2 


— 


— 


— 




- 


5S 


— 


— , 




— 




•». • 


3S 


— 


— 




— 




-^ . 


13 


— 


— 




— 




^— - > 


24 


— 


— 




— 






100 


— 


— 




— . 




mmm m 


75 


•-— 


— 




_ 




... 


100 


— 


A- 




— 




■ _^ _ 


5:^ 


— 


— 




— 






17il 


— 


— 




— 




... . 


175 


— 


— 




— 




— - 


ir*c! 


— 


— 


ABEKYSTWITH 


1 Ship 


19 


I Ship 


86 


I Ship 54 


1 Ship 50 




— - 


:^8 


— - 


18 


— - 132 


— - 43 




. - 


20 


- 


15 


— - 91 


— - 51 




. 


70 


. 


20 


— . 58 


— - ^42 




. 


18 


- 


20 


— - 82 


-~ - 36 




— • 


48 


— - 


24 


— - 58 


— - 75 




. 


32 


— 




— - 31 


-^ ' 35 




*"~~ " 


146 


— 




— - 22 


— - 59 




, — - 


24 


— 




— 


— - 43 




-* 




— 




— 


— - 88 




« — *- 




— 




— 


— - 75 




— 


* 


— 




— 


23 




->^ 




— 




— 


— - 126 




— 




— 




— 


— - 53 




-r 




— 




~~* 


— - 265 


AtDBkd* - 


Noiie 




1 Ship 


5 


1 Ship 4 


1 Ship 13 


ARUNDEL - 


1 Ship 


32 


1 Ship 


27 


I Ship 81 


1 Ship 227 


» 


— • 


107 


— 


114 


— . 95 


— 




— 




■— 




— - 205 


— 


MIinstApjle 


1 Ship 


11 


iShip 


58 


1 Ship 66 


1 Ship 52 







38 


*~~* 


37 


— - 97 


— - 104 




. 


142 


— - 


59 


— - 187 


— - 92 









- — 




-- - 53 


— - 51 




__ 




-*_ 




— ^ 186 


-. - 61 




— 




~ 




-• - 167 


— ■ 
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PORTS. 


Year 1790. 


1791. 


1804. 


1805. 


BEAUMAURIS 


Ton 
I Ship 15 


I Ship 


Tods 

33 


IShip 


Toub 
81 


Too* 
I Ship 35 




— - 35 


— . 


25 


«■» - 


20 


— ' 56 




— - 10 


— - 


18 


— '- 


46 


— - 90 




— - 7'i 


— - 


5 


— « . 


140 


— - 43 




— - 34 


— - 


3Q 


— . - 


52 


— - 29 




— - 35 


— ■- 


19 


— - 


IP 


— - 125 




— - 52 


— - 


27 


-« -. 


51 


— - 101 




— - 17 


— - 


45 


— - 


35 


— - 28 




— - 19 


— - 


7 


— - ■ 


37 


— - 17 




— - 32 


— - 


8 


— - 


31 


— - 32 




— - 91 


— - 


13 


.-.- . 


.58 


— - 52 




— - 16 


— - 


21 


-i- . 


17 


— - 59 




— - 13 


-*- - 


28 


— - 


29 


— - 40 




— - 28 


— - 


56 


.— . 


29 


— - 27 




-- - 120 


— - 


31 


— • 


17 


— - 52 




— - 233 


— - 


29 


— - 


38 


— - 137 




— - 99 


— - 


35 


— > * 


73 


— - 21 




— - 15 


— - 


17 


— - 


68 


— - 16 




— - 18 


— • - 


36 


— . 


105 


— - 93 




— - 39 


— - 


119 


•— . 


107 


— - 93 




— - 70 


— - 


119 


— - 


39 


— - 159 


1 


~~ 


— 




— . 


100 


— - 137 




"■" 


— 




— - 


54 


— - 61 




~~ 


— 




m-m . 


18 


— - 94 




•*• 


— 




^m . 


125 


— - 47 




"" 


— 




— . - 


82 


— - 11 




■"" 


•— 




•* . 


32 


— - 61 




•~~ 


^• 




. 


30 


~ - 21 




mmm 


*- 




- 


25 


— - 22 




"■" 


— 




^m - 


64 


~ - 59 




■"" 


— 




- 


60 


— - 35 




"""* 


— 




— ;. - 


29 


— • 8 




■~ 


— 




-^ - 


131 









— 




» - 


57 


_«. 


BLACKNEY and CLAY 


None. 


None 




None. 


1 Ship 5 


BERWICK . 


1 Ship 63 
— - 62 


IShip 


84 
12 


1 Ship 


186 
51 


1 Ship 336 
— - 183 




— - 16 


— • - 


116 


... . 


83 


— - 58 




•~" 


— - 


136 


— - 


166 


— - 82 




"■^ 


— 




— - 


61 


— - 21 




—^ 


— ' 




.» . 


125 


— - 116 




"~* 


mmm 




.. . 


80 


— - Uf 


BIDEFORD - 


1 Ship 39 

— - 42 


IShip 


67 

44 


1 Ship 


207 

82 


1 Ship 44 

— - 46 




— - 24 


, — " - 


6) 


. 


134 


— - 9a 




— - 45 


*• - 


28 


. ^m . 


75 


— - 175 




— - 149 


— - 


18 


«• - 


137 


— - 187 




""" 


•— - 


34 


- 


59 


— - 84 




■"". 


— 




mtm . 


60 


— - 149 




"■" 


— 




•» . 


76 






. "• 


— 




. .^ . 


57 


_, 




— 


— 




^ . 


164 


, 




•^ 


— 




•mm _ • 


101 


_ 




""• 


— 




, «. . 


119 


_ 






izf 




"■^' " 


165 


— 
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«HIPS AND VESSELS 



PORTS. 


Year 1790. 


1791. 


1804, 


1805. 


BOSTON ^ 


1 Ship 


Tosii. 
6 
34 
46 
41 
37 
11 
24 


1 Ship 


Tout- 1 
44 


1 Ship 


Tonf 

44 

46 

42 

251 

35 

6 

119 


tTons 
I Ship 43 

— - 46 

— - 73 

— - 37 

— - 42 

— - . 23 




— - 


29 


— 




— 




— 




" 


40 


— 




— 




— ' 






48 
8 


„.^ 




.^ 


, 


^ 




— - 


42 


— 




— . 




->~ 




~~ ~ 


49 

47 


-"" 




"~~ 




— 




— - 


44 


^^ 




— 




— 




— - 


30 


— 




— 




— 




— - 


42 


— 




•^ 




— 


BRIDGWATER* 


None. 




None 




1 Ship 


83 
59 


1 Ship 6$ 




— 




— 




— - 


278 


— ' 


BRIDLINGTON 


None. 




1 Ship 

— 


160 
204 


None 




None. 


BRISTOL - 


1 Ship 


237 

207 

22 

80 

458 

16 


1 Ship 


7 

32 

27 

227 

236 

14 


1 Ship 


123 

10 

494 


1 Ship 44 
401 

— - 428 

— - 50 

— - 73 




— - 


8 

12 

18 

176 

11 


— - 


12 
10 
90 
280 
60 


7 




— 




— 




— - 


249 


— 




^- 




— 




— - 


56 


— p 




— 




— 




— - 


14 


— 




— 




— 




— - 


229 


— 




— 




— 




— - 


11 


— 




— 




— 




— • - 


55 


— 




.— 




— ^ 




— _ 


13 


— 




— 




— 




— - 


11 


— 




— 




— 




— - 


233 


^^ 




— 


CARDIFF - 


\ Ship 


6C 


None. 


1 Ship 


55 

hi 

6^ 


1 Ship 176 

— - 45 

t — - 47 


CARDIGAN 


1 Ship 


2( 
15 
Ik 
\k 
IJ 


)J Ship 


50 
13 
37 
21 

53 
22 


IShip 


12-3 
3( 
2{ 
2( 
21 
8. 


\ 1 Ship 2$ 
. — - 46 
J — - 2« 

5 — - - 23 
5 — - 25 
3 — . - 29 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BUILT IN GREAT BRITAIN. 



dxxxvii 



PORTS. 



CARDIGAN conii- 



CARLISLE 



CHEPSTOW 



CHESTER 



Vear 1790. 



I Ship 



23 
2. 
40 
2'i 
70 
91 
27 
48 
17.^ 



I Ship V2 



iShip 



IShip 



COLCHESTER 



IShip 



J9n 

129 



1791. 



None. 



None. 



1 Ship 



3e 
2r. 

S2 



75 

19 

335 

13 

49 

73 

147 

14i 



21 
8 

C 
2( 

20 



It 
21 
1! 

U 
U 



1 Ship 



iShip 



i Ship 



127 

20 
1? 

1 

87 
99 
82 

19": 



e 

18 

n 

59 



1604. 



TO! 

2f 
4( 
7( 
31 



1 Ship 6] 

•^ ^ 59 



{ Ship 



1G.'3 
434 

60 

2 
125 



1 Shi 



'P 



1 Ship 



156 

163 

55 

4' 
9'> 
78 
77 
72 
78 
23 
174 
171 



1805. 



IShip 



Ton» 
15 

27 



IShip 



IShip 



1 Ship 



14 



76 
129 
60 
43 
45 
74 
l\'4 
70 
49 
315 



116 
£0 

•76 
^34 
411 

58 

328 



16 1 Ship 


17 


25 — - 


33 


25 — - 


22 


82 — - 


30 


22 — - 


17 


19 -- 





Digitized by VjOOQIC 



clxxxviil 



SHIPS AND VESSELS 



PORTS. 


Year 1790. 


1791. 


1804. 


1805. 




Tons 


Tom. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


CHICHESTER 


I Ship - 26 


I Ship 


141 


None. 


1 


I Ship 21 




— - 36 


— - 


286 


— 




— - 106 




— - 132 


— - 


62 


^ — 




— - 28 




— - 12 


— - 


19 


— 




— . 9 




— 


— - 


24 


— 




— 


COWES 


IShip - 78 


1 Ship 


35 


1 Ship 


53 


[ Ship 12 




— - 32 


— - 


32 


— - 


53 


— - 28 




— - 24 


— . 


32 


- 


33 


— - 10 


• 


— - 36 


— - 


14 


. 


47 


— - 23 




— - 60 


— - 


43 


— - 


63 


— - 10 




— - 7 


— _ 


27 


— - 


27 


— - 25 




— - 26 


— - 


25 


— - 


15 


— - 8 




^ - 31 


— - 


53 


.^ . 


11 


— - 22 




— - 70 


. — - 


21 


— - 


105 


— - 14 




— - 16 


— - 


11 


— - 


39 


— - 14 




— - 19 


— - 


14 


— - 


70 


— - 52 




— - 21 


— - 


23 


— - 


26 


■ c~ 




14 


— . 


14 


— . 


76 






— - 15 


— : - 


12 


— - 


27 — 




— - 128 


. — - 


30 


— 


— 




— - 11 


— - 


34 


— 


- 




— 


— - 


23 


— 




— 


DARTMO* 


1 Ship - 33 


1 Ship 


44 


1 Ship 


245 


1 Ship 116 




— - 32 


^-. . 


77 


.^ . 


7J 


-^ - 38 




— - 60 


—^ - 


29 


— - 


118 


— - 75 




— - 42 


. 


30 


~. . 


39 


— - 41 




— - 31 


- 


45 


— - 


40 


— : - 39 




— - 34 


— . 


30 


_ . 


77 


— - 31 




— - 105 


— - 


55 


-^ , 


64 


— - 40 




— . 32 


.^ . 


^3 


— . 


39 


— - 15 




— - 30 


- 


88 


-^ . 


57 


— - 74 




— - 16 


— . - 


31 


.^ . 


155 


— - 82 




— - 29 


_ . 


29 


— . 


47 


— - 15 




— - 32 


.^ - 


30 


— - 


38 


— - 79 




— - 31 


.«. . 


34 


-. . 


16 


— - 17 




— - 31 


. 


28 


— - 


17 


— - 40 




—^ - 1 


— - 


36 


— - 


36 


— - 53 


^. 


— . - 155 


.. . 


32 


— - 


102 


— - 73 




— - 55 


_^ 




— - 


45 


— - 80 






., 




— - 


ir 


— . - 31 




-^' 







— , . 


3£ 


— - 166 




-- . — 


— 




— 




— ^ 14 




— ' 


■ — 




— 




— - 180 


DEAt 


I Ship . If 


U Ship 


34 


rship 


7S 


1 1 Ship 25 




— - 19! — - 


IS 


— - - 


6i 


J — - . 21 






__ 


4S 


) — - 


U 


i Id 




,_ 


_ 




. 


51 


— - 




— 


— 




— . 


6( 


) — 


, . 


— 


— 




— - 


31 


— 




1 — 


— 




— - 


y 


1 — 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BUILT IN GREAT BRITAIN. 



clxxxix 



PORTS. 



DEAL continued 



DOVER 



Year 1790. 



1791. 



EXETER 



f^LMOUTH 



1 Ship 34 

— - 71 

— - 13 

— - 7f 

— . 18 

— - 47 

— - 40 

— - 42 
•— - 69 

— - 25 

— - 20 

— - 57 

— - 45 

— - 48 

— - 60 

— - 23 

— - 47 



1 Ship 



1 Ship 



Tods 



1 Ship 20 



131 
9) 
78 
85 



I Ship 






^6 



36 
28 
20 
33 
1 

4; 
42 
16 
19 
92 
38 
2(> 
45 
38 
21 
131 
58 
29 
2'i 
34 
19 
18 
62 
21 
21 
22 

2691 
148 

14 

17 

63 
124 

34 

75 



1804. 



I Ship 



1 Ship 



Tons. 

47 
77 
36 

75 
29 
16 
132 
66 
82 
47 
16 
60 



1 Ship 



I Ship 15 1 Ship 



1805. 



i Ship 



84 
78 
78 
23 
137 
139 
141 
43 
22 
25 
36 
37 
59 
53 
42 
41 

40 



I Ship 



1 Ship 



89 
16 
89 
23 

no 

3« 
19 
81 
19 
IS 
108 
40 
5t 



209 
20 

126 
26 

111 
80 
4t 
48 
59 
85 
79 
59 



186 
4$ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



cxc 



SHIPS AND V1LSSEL$ 



^ 














ports: 


Year 1790. 


1791. 


1804. 


1805. 






Ton<. 


Tons 




Took. 


TOIK- 


?£V£RSHAM 


1 Ship 


12 


1 Ship 43 


iShip 


6 


1 Ship 26 




-— m 


5 


— - 31 


•— • * 


6 


— - 7 




• 


5 


— . 5 


— - 


6 


— - 8 




— — • 


6 


— . 7 


>— . • 


6 


— - 8 




— - 


U 


— ^ 59 


— • 


44 


— - d 






10 


-^ - 15 


— - 


27 


— - 8 




. 


5 


~ - 62 


— • 


5 


— - 31 




■ _ 


10 


— 


— - 


5 


— - 8 




, 


11 


— 


— - 


4 


— - 8 




• 


11 


— 


— * 




— * 




• 


6 


— 


.— • 




— 




- 


7 


— • 


— 




— 




- 


28 


— 


— 




— 


fOWEY 


1 Ship 


28 


1 Ship 15 


I Ship 


48 


1 Ship 96 




, 


55 


— - IOC 


— - 


15 


— - 48 




- 


53 


— . 12 


— « - 


78 


96 




. 


25 


— - U 


— . 


56 


— - 46 




— . 


68 


— - 60 


— . - 


123 


— - 107 




- 


34 


— . 53 


— - 


79 


— - 59 




« 


17 


— - 16 


— • 


93 


— . 29 




_«. . 


57 


— - 19 


— • 


33 


— . 138 




— • 


13 


— - 89 


-— - 


36 


— - 45 




_^ M 


101 


— - 115 


«— . 


. 57 


— . 112 




- . 


38 


— . 121 


— - 


67 


— - 81 




.^^ 




.. 


— - 


49 


— . 49 




.._ 




.. 


*- M 


94 


— - 101 




_ 







— - 


75 


— - 18 








— , 


— - 


59 


._ 


** 


^ 




_ 


— . 


99 


— , 




. 




— 


— - 


111 


— 









— 


— . 


70 


*•— 




— . 




— 


— - 


.70 


— 


OLOUCKSTER 


I Ship 


35 


I Ship 60 


1 Ship 


4 


1 Ship lit 




. 


28 


— - 16 


— - 


65 


— - 145 




— . 


39 


— . 57 


— . - 


14 


— - 58 




. 


16 


— - ^37 


— - 


64 


— - 120 




— — m 


17 


— - 20 


— 




— ' 125 




— . 


47 


-i- 


— 




— - 59 




— . - 


12 


— 


— 




•— - 54 




-*- • 


12 


— 


— 




— 60 




—m . 


6 


^m. 


— 




— - 24 




^^ . 


36 


.i_ 


— 




65 




. 


15 


_ 


— 




— - 54 




■ ^ 


8 


•« 


— 




— - 88 




— • 


12 


— 


— 




— . 58 




— 


52 





— - 




-* - 57 




_ - 


52 





— 




— - 63 




^_ 




„_ 


— 




— - 55 









__ 







— - 55 




— 




— 


— 




— - 27 

— .. 53 




— . 




.— 


— 




— - 5S 




— 




— ■ 


-" 




— . 59 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



BUILT IK GREAT BHITAtN. 



c^a 



PORTS. 


Year 1790. 


1791. 


1804. 


1805, 


GWEEK. 


1 Ship 


Tons 
15 


I Ship 


Toi.s 
15 


Tons. 
None, 


Tom. 
Nbac 


CRIMSBY 


None. 


None 


, 


Nunc. 


Kbne. 




HARWICH 


I Ship 


114 


I Shfji 


20 


None. 


1 Sirip 






— . 


' 42 


._ . 


22 


_^ 


— - - 


T$ 




-— . 


22 







■ 


— - 


53 




— . 




— 




— . 


-— - 


34 


HUH 


1 Ship 


216 


I Ship 


318 


I Ship 19,2 


1 Ship 


48 




~~* " 


4.; 


— - 


227 


- . 46 


— - 


39 




*— * 


45 


— - 


346 


— - 315 


— • 


223 




■""* " 


45 


— - 


13 


— - 254 


— - 


263 




— — » 


60 


— - 


15 


— - 91 


^ 


298 




— — • 


108 


— - 


105 


— - 287 


— ' « 


46 




— _ 


324 


— - 


13 


— - 47 


— . 


35 




," 


44 


— - 


320 


— - 305 


— - 


47 




" 


45 


— - 


164 


— - 271 


— - 


AS 




' " 


29?; 


— - 


301 


— - 246 


: — . 


47 




. 


30 


— - 


118 


— - 45 


— • 


158 




- 


48 


— - 


110 


— - 144 


- "— - 


183 




- 


45 


— - 


105 


— - 172 


— ^ - 


45 




' " 


p 


— - 


74 


— - 46 


— . 


231 




- 


5i 


— - 


44 


— - 44 


— , 


182 




"""*»- 


44 


— - 


45 


— - 45 


"— 


46 




■~~ - 


15.b 


- — _ - 


46 


— - 143 


— , 


45 




~~~ 


37 


— . 


44 


— - 46 


' * 


146 




- 


66 


—^ • 


277 


— : 47 


— , 


44 




, - 


83 


— - 


111 


— . 47 


— . 


137 




, - 


15 


— • 


4i 


— . 45 


— . 


46 




- 


181 


— - 


149 


— - 610 


— : ^ 


81 




~~~ ■ ^ 


43 


— - 


45 


— - 111 


, 


13t 




~~^ _ 


44 


— - 


151 


— - 71 


- 


72 




"~~ ^ 


42 


— . 


45 


— . 153 





82 




- 


163 


r 


12 


— . 342 


- 


68 




*~~ . 


9 




218 


— - 155 





69 




- 


70 


— - 


109 


. — - 403 


— _ 


46 




""" m 


104 


— • 


102 


— . 123 





46 




~"~ « 


47 


— - 


lOJ 


— - 148 


— 


18 




"~~ » 


43 


■ — - 


195 


— - 45 


— 


613 




- 


119 


— .-' 


112 


— . 46 


. 


225 




- 


*i 


— - 


225 


— . 336 


— . 


157 




~~^ « 


6 


-^ - 


46 


— - 69 





71 




' """ ■ « 


112 


— • 


114 


— • 152 


— 


48 




"~~ . 


no 


— - 


46 


-T - 79 





191 




- 


111 


— * 


7 


•- - 69 


, 


112 




*"'"' -• 


4r 


— • 


46 


— « 


. 


46 




~"^ • 


48 


— . 


46 


' ..^ 


/ — 


45 




"~" a 


236 


— '. 


7 


— 





51 




• 




— - 


49 


— 


. 


45 




— . 




— . 


62 


— ..' 


. 


98 




"•" 




— 




— 


. 


102 








— 




— 


- 


293 




_ 






■*- 


~ ,- 


75 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



cxcu 



%niPS AND VESSELS 



PORTS. 



ILFRACOMBE 



IPSWICH 



LANCASTER 



Year 1790. 



I Ship 



I Ship 



Tonp 
24 



LIVERPOOL 



I Ship 



1 Silln 



33; 

9 

19 

2' 



1791. 



Tons 
I Ship 60! 



1 Sh^p 59 

— - 25 

— - 22 

— . 1 
64| — - 259 
521 -— - 27 
2U 

7 



74 
10 
182 
24 
21 
76 



41 

14 

33 

10() 

230 

186 

26 

92 

97 

3.5 

405 

47 

77 

46 

72 

123 

127 

190 

1] 

116 

307 

106 

46 

150 

54 

45 

110 

225 

397 



IShip 



I Ship 



95 

44 

12' 

310 

.85 

35 

30 

20 

45 

7' 

78 

168 

148 
14 

165 
71 
25 

153 

€S 

173 
106 

25 
103 
159 
111 
6 
129 
226 

10 

71 
230 
149 
288 
208 

58 

49 



1804. 



1 Ship 



IShip 



l^Ship 



1 Ship 



Tons 

. 48 

138 

40 

57 
26 
10 



1805. 



1 Ship 



Tons 

48 

138 

40 



IShip 



69 
9 
— - 342 



275 
102 
121 
267 
75 



273 

60 

33 

112 

196 

254 

75 

604 

276 

282 



1 Ship 



IShip 



300 
48 
99 
69 
31 
82 



63 
63 
77 
75 
73 

216 
27 
32 
33 

145 
76 
76 

147 

7 

26 

8 

194 
71 
20 
24 

401 

82 

9 

14 

25 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



BViLT m dktAT' BRITAIN. 



cxcm 



POkTS. 


tear 1*^90. 


1791. 


1804. 


1865. 






Ton's 


Tons 




Ton* 


Tons 


UVERPbOL cofiii- 


1 Ship 


3a4 




— > 




— 


nued 


— - 


140 


— 


— 




— 




— - 


57 


— 


"^— 




— 




— - 


59 


— 


•;— 




— 




■— - 


162 


— 


— 




— 


lo6e 


KTond. 


Ndhc. 


1 Ship 


22 


1 Ship 9S 









>^ 


— . 


47 


^ - 82 




.^^ 




__ 


_ 


116 


— - 80 




— 




— , 


— - 


120 


— - 60 


LLANELLY 


1 Ship 


18 


1 Ship 68 


I Ship 


76 


1 Ship 1 14 


, 


— • 


82 


— - 51 


— - 


22 


— - 2.8 




-~^ . 


24 


— - 30 


— - 


40 


— - 44 




— _ 


38 


— • - 25 


— - 


49 


■— - 5S 




— - 


54 


— - 17 


— - 


107 


— - / 60 




— 




— - 30 


— - 


50 


— - 103 




_^ 




_ 


.. 




— - i27 




— 




— 


— 




— - 225 


l^YME 


1 Ship 


12 


1 Ship 32 


1 Ship 


67 


1 Ship 42 




— 




— - 38 


^— 




-— - 75 




.— 


n 


— - 10 


, — 




— - 84 

— - 41 

— - 68 


LYNN - 


1 Ship - 


65 


1 Ship SO 


IShjp 


138 


— . 31 
1 Ship 93 




— - 


7 

162 

6 


— - 171 


— 




— - 127 


MALD'OK 


1 Ship 


119 
11 


1 Ship 10 


rship 


84 


None. 




— - 


11 


— - 8 


— - 


8 


— . 




- 


8 


'— - 9 


— - 


4 


« 




— - 


6 


— - 20 


— - 


16 


— 




. — _ 


5 


: — - 10 


: , - 


16 


— 




— - 


16 

• 7 


— - 20 
— • - 20 


- 


13 


— 




"""" ~ 


4 
U 

8 
11 


— - 21 
-_- 63 


— . 




— 




» 


__ 


__ 




^ 




-^ - 


8 


— ^ 


— 




— 


MINEHEAD 


1 Ship 


31 


None; 


IShip 


45 


None. 


t^lLFORD 


IShip 


15 


I Ship 58 


I Ship 


52 


1 Ship 22 




— : 




— - 14 


— - 


28 


— • - 109 




— 




' — 


— - 


131 


— 




— 




— 


— r - 


25 


— 




— 




— . 


— . 


32 







— 




— 


-^ . 


190 


-J. 



[A a] 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



cxav 



S^IPS AMD VESSELS 



PORTS. 


Y«arl790. 


1791. 


1S04. 


1805. 






Tons 


Tons 


Tons 


Took 


NEWCASTLE 


IShip 


253 


1 Ship 291 


IShip 344 


IShip 108 




.. . 


116 


— - 86 


— - 207 


422 




— - 


16 


— ' 55 


— - 328 


- . 368 




— - 


148 


— - 216 


— - 112 


413 




' — - 


142 


— - 148 


— ' 77 


— - 341 




i*. . 


320 


— - 324 


— - 176 


— - 111 




-^ - 


162 


— - 167 


— - 193 


— - 231 




— - 


293 


— - 25 


— - 214 


— - 160 




— . 


370 


— . 344 


— - 164 


^ - 103 




-« - 


288 


— . 209 


— - 102 


— . 365 




— - 


320 


— - 317 


— - 139 


— - 148 




— - 


272 


— - 82 


— - 155 


— - 208 




— - - 


121 


— - 247 


— - 524 


— • 412 




— - 


281 


— - 73 


— - 253 


— - 199 




— - 


285 


— - 150 


— - 303 


— - 341 




— - 


164 


— - 300 


— - 250 


— - 673 




m^ * 


284 


— - 303 


— • 399 


— - 227 




— - 


239 


— - 166 


— - 232 


— - 361 




— - 


281 


— - 274 


^ - 3?0 


— - 60 




— - 


253 


— - 1S7 


— - 471 


— - 251 




- 


224 


— - 120 


— - 252 


— - 60 




— - 


99 


— - 232 


— - 387 


— . 114 




- 


282 


— - 346 


•- - 232 


— - 192 




*— • 


37 


— - 214 


— - 179 


— - 70 




- 


293 


— - 448 


— - 142 


24 




-' 


UQ 


250 


— - 60 


..^ 




- 


174 


— - 263 


— - 403 


•— 




- 


41 




— - 230 


*— 




- 


317 


M. 


— - 224 


_ 




- 


88 


— 


— - 346 


.. 




- 


186 


.. 


— - 415 


»• 




- 


133 


.. 


— - 227 


— 




— 




-i- 


— - 171 


— * 




— 




-i- 


— - 248 


•» 









.. 


— - 229 


— 




— 




— 


374 


— 


NEWHAVEN 


None 


• 


None. 


None* 


None. 


PADSTOW 


None 


, ■ 


None. 


None* 


1 Ship 70 




•~" 




~— 


- ■— 


— - 5 


PEMBROKE 


IShip 


17 


None. 


fShip 20 


None. 




— . 


23 


— 


— - 52 


— 




— 




— • 


— - 82 


— 


PENRYN 


None 


'• 


IShip 19 


None. 


None. 


PENZANCE 


1 Ship 


16 


1 Ship^ 26 


None. 


1 Ship 46 




■— • 


19 


mmm 


— 


.— - 51 




.^ . 


18 


^m 


— 


«« 




1 - - 


19 


— 


— 


-- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BUILT IN GREAT BRITAIN. 



CXCY 



PORTS. 



PLYMO' 



POOLS 



Year 1790. 



I Ship 



• PORTSMIO* 

PRESTON 
ROCHESTER 



I Ship 



1791. 



Tons 
70 
24 
30 
31 
210 
65 
10 
72 
28 
34 
36 
47 
34 
46 
18 
33 
6-2 
59 
8 
29 
50 
30 
119 
102 
64 
74 
30 
54 

75 

20 

19 

106 

134 

153 

126 

6 

152 



1 Ship 



Tons 

154 

87 

14 

68 

73 

60 

55 

50 

129 

68 

29 

54 

29 

. 71 



1 Ship 



None. 



IShip 



I Ship 



50 



48 
49 
49 
57 
32 
58 
8 



I Ship 



1804. 



1 Ship 



163 
15 
40 



None, 



1 Ship 



16 
33 
15 

5 
14 
23 

6 



Tons 

214 

65 

115 

53 

23 

33 

88 

44 

116 



1 Ship 



1805. 



Tod* 
67 
78 

158 
25 
80 
38 
29 
40 



1 Ship 



13 



1 Ship 198 1 Ship 42 

9i — - 177 

— - 37 

— - 278 



None. 



1 Ship 



22 
63 
88 
35 

31 
35 

76 



1 Ship 



1 Ship 



1 Ship 



9 

24 

J3 

8 

99 
80 

4 
U 
60 
73 
66 
52 
86 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CXCVl 



SHIP? /IND VESS^U 



P0RT3. 



ROCHESTER con- 
Hjtued 



1 Shii 



ST. IVES 
$ANDWICrt 



Year ^790. 



ip 



1 Ship 



1 Ship 



•SCARBOROUGH 



SHOREHAM 



1 Ship 



r Ship 



1 Ship 



1791. 



Tm18 

116 
10 
28 
50 
10 
33 
TO 
34 
7 

13 
3' 
10 
14 
26 
28 
71 
32 
33 
78 
9 
67' 

31 
36 
97 
56 



18 
111 



1 Ship 



Tout 
30 
14 
42 
61 
8 
33 
22 
39 
11 



148 
«74 

— . 26 

— . 31 

— .. 20 

— - 149 



197 
141 

83 
121 
130 
143 

92 
174 



41 
44 
21 



1 Ship 



I Ship 



1 Shii^ 



9 
47 

9 
38 
64 
19 



1804. 



1 Ship 



-Tons 
32 
12 
26 



1 Ship 



None. 



1 Ship 



1805. 



Tods 

7 
12 
59 
52 
23 
30 
53 
23 
70 



91 Ship 



16 

18 

8 

15 
118 



78 
209 

21 
326 
107 
316 
275 

57 

84 
100 



271 

25 

81 

75 

90 



None. 



1 Ship 



104 

11 

32 

177 

164 



Ship 



Ship 



1 Ship 



I Ship 



91 
30 



51 



1 Ship 17 



60 


1 Ship 


147 


206 


— . 


212 


200 





163 


72 


— . 


219 


242 


. 


266 


478 


— - 


138 


172 


— - 


60 




— - 


55 


58 


1 Ship 


64 




, 


396 




. 


251 




« 


143 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



BUitT IN CtEAT BRITAIN. 



CXCVll, 



PORT$. 


Yeaf 1790. 


1791. 


1804. 


1805. 






Tons 


Tons 


Tons 




Tons 


SCILI,Y 


None. 


None. 


I Ship J37 


NOQ^ 




SOUTHAMPTON 


IShip 


215 


1 Ship 28 


1 Ship 199 


1 Ship 


13 




— ,- 


218 


— - 130 


— - 15 


. 


132 




— - 


12 


— - 11 


— -, 18 


. 


14 




— - 


29 


— - 15 


— - 50 


. 


4 




— - 


5 


— - 134 


— - 69 


. 


66 




— - 


38 


— - 15 




. 


13 




•^ 


44 


— - 15 

— - 276 


-*- 


— - 


15 


' 


"^ 




— - 15 


-^ 


— 




I5OUTHWOLD 


iShip 


79 


None. 


1 Ship 107 


IShip 


24 




— - 


75 


•^ 


-^ 


— - 


135 


STOCKTON 


1 Ship 


320 


1 Ship 124 


l:Ship 296 


IShip 


50 




— - 


116 


— - 318 


— - 69 


« 


130 




— - 


16 


— ■ - 73 


— - 52 


— - 


70 




— - 


64 


— - 73 


— " 263 









— 




-^ - 68 


— - 68 


— 




SUNDERLAJO)* 


iSbip 


6 


IShip 157 


1 Ship 333 


1 Ship 


130 




-r— - 


112 


r- - 194 


— - 203 


— . 


123 




- 


170 


^ - 159 


— - 109 


. 


152 




- 


43 


-. - 356 


— , - 112 


. 


195 




- 


212 


— • - 222 


^ - 157 


. 


130 




- 


139 


— - 123 


— - 217 


. 


127 




- 


76 


— 


— - 124 


— ^ - 


152 




- 


168 


— 


— - 121 


. 


111 




- 


131 


*— 


— - 139 


-_ ^ 


137 




-=- - 


104 


—. 


— - 228 


. 


160 




^=- - 


irz 


-.- 


— - 179 


. 


209 




_ 


94 


— 


— - 119 


. 


223 




-=- - 


95 


, — 


Q$9 


—* m 


108 




— r. - 


274 


— 


^ - 130 


__ . 


172 




-=- - 


177 


— - 


-^ - 144 


. 


261 




^0- - 


113 


— 


— - 171 


— - 


150 




-^ -' 


112 


— , 


— . 110 


— - 


182 




- 


312 


— 


^ - 192 


^ ^ 


167 




■,^ - 


230 


— 


— .. 200 


_. 


164 




— 




— 


— - 130 




234 




— 




-— 


— - 51 




151 









^^ 


— . 105 


« 


84 









^ 


— - 186 


— - 


148 




— 




-^^ 


— - 119 


. 


189 




, 




-^ 


— - 53 


— 


119 




' 




-^- 


— - 146 


._ . 


152 









— 


— . 124 


— - 


102 


^ 


.^■^ 




-r- 


— - 193 


„_ * , 


122 




— 




-r— 


— - 231 


— . 


121 




■r— . 




-r-* 


— - 52 


— « 


257 




'^ 




-,-■ 


— - 148 


. 


147 




-1-1- 




-»^ 


— - 145 


— - 


123 




-rp 




-^ 


— - 108 


- 


185 



, • Nearly the whole of the Shipt buUt at this port in 1804-5 were buUt m ^a^ / -• 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CXCVUl 



SHIPS AND. V£SS£U 



PORTS. 



Year 1790. 




SUNDERLAND 

coniinued w 



None. 



None. 



SWANSEY 



TRURO 
WELLS 

WEYMOUTH 
WHITBY 



IShip 



10 
25 

281 
20 
25 
44 

216 



None. 
None. 



1 Ship 



IShip 



17 

10 

6 

37 

387 
188 
113 

79 
353 
281 
287 
292 
165 
203 
284 

6^ 
313 
142 
370 



- 48 

125 

17 

47 

35 



None. 



1 Ship 



IShip 



IShip 



107 
130 



317 
280 
363 
113 

84 
164 
267 
284 
230 
139 

83 
238 
364 
233 
341 
184 



Tons. 
1 Ship . 19J 

- - 137 

- - 134 

- - 349 

- - 130 

- - 139 

- - 139 

- - 131 

- - 318 

- - 125 

- - 184 

- - 135 

- -, 192 

- - 110 

- - 125 

- - 204 

- - 96 

- - 347 



IShip 



57 

77 

38 

6 



None. 



IShip 



1 Ship 



IShip 



110 
106 
129 

36 

67 

42 

108 

279 
377 

92 
135 

68 
373 

60 

58 

70 
244 

81 
431 
132 

61 
337 
124 



IShip 



TODft 

337 
157 

189 



1 Ship 60 
— - 154 



None. 



IShip 



1 Shiji 



1 Ship 



77 
77 



230 
68 



262 
296 
103 
77 
365 
127 
219 
242 
194 
160 
182 
482 
400 
330 
375 
389 
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3niLT IM GREAT BHITAIN. 



CXCIX 



PORTS. 


Year 1790. 


1791. 


1804. 


1805. 






Tons 


Tons 


Tons 


Ton* 


mmBY anUmued 


1 Ship 


108 


1 Ship 294 


— - 401 


- - 250 




T- - 


J 93 


— - 319 


— - 81 


— - 418 




- 


164 


— - 353 


— - 163 







- 


193 


— - 380 


— - 325 


— 




.- 


339 


— - 320 


— . 344 


-^ 




'•~. 




— - 263 


— - 125 


— 









— - 306 


— - 447 












— - 320 


— - 73 


' — 









— - 51 

— - 261 

— - 302 


— - 198 


— 




.. 




— 


___ 









— - 306 


— 


— 


WHITEHAVEN 


IShip 


112 


IShip 113 


I Ship 182 


I Ship 193 




— - 


35 


— - 146 


— - 156 


— - 343 




— - 


22 


— - 116 


— - 202 


— - 172 




— - 


12 


— - 223 


— - 157 


— - 301 




— - 


212 


— - 216 


209 


— - 159 




— -. 


107 


— - 11 


153 


— - 80 




— - 


133 


— . 114 


— - 185 


— - 175 




— - 


n 


— - 221 


— - 207 


— - 188 




— . - 


89 


— - 103 


— - 176 


.— - 210 




— - 


65 


— - 247 


— - 35 


— - 195 




— - 


116 


— - 132 


— - 93 


— - 122 




— - 


46 


— - 65 


— - 204 


— - 168 




- 


158 


— . 105 


— - 201 


— - 47 




- 


197 


— - 29 


— - 64 


— - 138 




— - 


136 


— 


— - 241 


— - 44 




-i^ - 


158 


— 


— - 151 


— - 216 




- 


180 


— 


— - 211 


— - 169 




— 




— 


— - 246 

. 100 


— - 97 




— 




— 


— . 60 


— 




— 




— 


— . 161 


— 









— 


— . 158 


_ 




-- 




, — 


— - 183 


— 


WISBECH " 


None. 


None. 


1 Ship 41 


1 Ship 42 




— 




— 


— - 50 


— - 41 




-— 




— 


— 


— - 37 




— 




— 


— 


— . 41 


WOODBRIDGE 


None 


. 


None. 


None. 


1 Ship 50 




— 




— - 


— 


— - 14 


YARMOUTH 


iShip 


136 


I Ship 126 


I Ship 229 


I Ship 116 




— - 


161 


— - 86 


— - 92 


~ - 78 




— - 


14 


— - 108 


— - 84 


— - 69 




— - 


106 


— - 52 


— - 85 


— - 121 




— . 


127 


— - 167 


— - 106 


— - 26 




- 


115 


— - 60; 


— . 37 


34 




.— . - 


121 


— - 92 


~ - 26 


— - 150 




-^ - 


12 


— - 71 


— " 93 


— - 117 
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cc 



SinP^ AND VEs^yr 



PORTS. 


Year 17^. 


1791. 


1804 




1805. 




Tons 




Totw 




Tons 


Tom 


YARMOUTH con. 


I Ship 89 


I Ship 


108 


1 Skip 


1^5 


1 Ship 2^ 


tvttud " 


114 


— - 


103 


-« - 


'242 


^ - 93 




— - 122 


— - 


108 


. 


115 


— - 47 




— - 132 


— - 


91 


. 


290 


— - 122 




— - 104 


— - 


109 


.— • 


79 


-r^ . 30 




— \^ 


— . - 


126 


m^ - 


84 


— - 87 


^ 


— - 94 


— - 


105 


.- . 


191 


— - 47 




— . 116 


— - 


17 


-. . 


113 


— - 79 




— . 104 


— - 


71 


.— - 


46 


— . - 87 




— .. 8« 


— - 


107 


.» . 


15 


— - 105 




— - 92 


— - 


23 


-M . 


94 


— - 26 




— - 138 


— - 


84 


— - 


113 


^ ^ 35 




— - 102 


— • 


89 


. 


24 


— - 96 




— » 120 


— 




mmm . 


93 


— - 119 




— - 104 


— 




- 


80 


— ^ 97 




— .- 46 


— 




— 




— - 298 




— 


— 




— 




— - 84 




««. 


"~~ 




*■• 




24 

— - 91 




' — 


— 









— . 51 




— . 


— 




fib. 




— . - '47 




— 


— 




— , 




— - 109 




, 


__ 




■*" 




— - 81 

— - 52 




— 


— 




- 




— - 19 

— - -22 

— - AQ 






— 




. — 




— - 75 



PORTS OF SCOTLAND; viz. 





'Ton? 




Tons 




Tons 


Tons 


ABERDEEN 


1 Ship 134 


IShip 


60 


IShip 


no 


1 Ship 132 




— - 90 


_ . 


138 


— • 


87 


— - 120 




— - 51 


mm^ . 


24 


— • 


290 


— - 33 


, 


-i- - 48 


.^ . 


53 


.» • 


564 


— - 12^ 




53 


.1^ . 


62 


•»« . 


106 


69 




— - 83 


— * 


39 


— - 


165 


— . 85 




— - 84 


— ^ - 


• 72 


— . 


186 


— 1 127 




— .- 73 


— * 


67 


— - 


65 


— - 69 




— - 95 


f-« - 


100 


— -■ 


68 


— - 127 




— . 24 


... - 


69 


— - 


161 


— - 16iJ 




— - 29 


— - 


50 


•. ^ 


314 


— - 83 




•^ 


— - 


1 2 


-^ - 


148 


— - 6S 




•M 


... 




— . 


127 


— - 52 




— 


— 




— - 


135 


— - 121 




«M« . 


•rM. 




... 


51 


— - 6^ 




— 


— . 




— . 


124 


— - 17S 




_- 


_ 




_ . 


es 


— - 135 




— 


— 




— - 


370 


— - IK 




— 


— 




— - - 


17 


— - 135 




^. 


^ 




^ - 


26 


— - lOi 
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Bl^lLl* IN grI:at BRi1*All^. 



ficj 



PORTS. 



ABERDEEN conti 
nued 



JUR 



ALLOA 



A^JSTRUTHER 



Banfi' 



toWNES^ 



CAMBLEtOWI^ 
DUMFRIES 

PI^BAR 



Year 1790. 



T«ns 



ISliip 17' 

— - 45 

— - 153 



iShip 



40 
66 
16 
15 



1 Ship 4.1 

— - 5^ 

— - 37 

— - 146 



None. 



1 S^'p 



•65 
4' 
34 
49 
16 
51 
19 
64 
84 

1 Ship 39 

— - 13 

— - 12 

I Ship 35 

— - 40 

— * 16 



I Ship • 74 
— - 53 



179 1 4 



1804. 



1805. 



Tons 
-^ 1 Ship 



i Ship 59 

— * 16 

— - 219 

73' 

I Ship 53 

— - 51 

— - 100 

— - 52 

— - 57 



I Ship 



2J 

45 
102 
3C 
37 
38 



None. 



t Ship 



55 
SO 
72 
56 
75 
68 
73 
48 



1 Ship 50 
— - ^0 

None* 



I Ship 220 



1 Ship 



1 Ship 



1 Ship 



IShip 



ISfatp 



Tons 

90 

110 

128 

68 

126 

159 

61 

325 

58 
89 
80 
153 
82 
47 
, 68 
82 
76 

• 57 
45 
35 
58 



51 
57 
21 
91 
56 
49 

82 
30 
44 
64 
27 
74 
76 



1 Ship 
1 Ship 



1 Ship 



61 



45 
21 
35 

54 
56 



[Bb] 



I Ship 



Shi] 



1 Ship 



IShJp 



1 Ship 



iShip 
1 Ship 

1 Ship 



Tow 



121 
130 
153 



7SI 
139 
64 
74 
S6 

3:i 

19 



'43 
120 

^9 



U 

64 

'19 

29 

m 



8^ 
51 
1652 
61 
41 
3d 



« 



4 
4^ 

5i 
H 

IJd 

61 
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ecu 



SHIPS AND VESSELS 




GREENOCK 



ISLE MARTIN 
INVERNESS 
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BUILT IN GREAT BRITAIN. 



ccm 



PORTS. 


Year 1790. 


1791. 


180^. 


1805. 




Tons 


Tont 




Tons 


Ton* 


IRVINE 


1 Ship 226 


1 Ship 73 


1 Ship 


141 


\Slitp 144 




— - 149 


— . 92 


-i- • 


102 


— - 15 




— • 63 


— - 101 


mm. m 


80 


— . 95 




— - 83 


— - 79 


.^ - 


113 


-. - »5 




— - 186 


— - Tb 


— 




— 


xirK;aldy 


1 Ship 236 


1 Ship 262 


IShip 


52 


1 Ship 54 




— - 7 


— - 42 


..~- . 


70 


— - 30 




— - 178 


— - 253 


- 


28 


— ' 50 


_ 


— - 115 


— . - 53 


i.. - 


52 


*- * 206 


( 


-. - 75 


— - 62 


i-. .. 


245 


— , - 157 




— - 136 


— - 82 


« 


17 


^ ^ 55 




— - 143 


— - in 


■r- - 


26 


— - 2d 


;■ 


— - 44 


— - 262 


' - 


47 


-^ - 158' 




— 


— . 338 







— - 77 




.— 


— 


— 




— - 'n 


■ 


— ■ 


— 


— 




^ - 61 


KIRCUDBRIGHT 


1 Ship 87 


1 Ship 55 


None 




None. 




— - ' 21 


— - 19 


.mmm 


- 


• — 




— - 11 


—■ - 54 


— 




— ^ 




— 


— - 17 


-^ 




— 


KIRKWALL 


1 Ship 76 


1 Sliip 58 


IShip 


19 


None. 




— . 33 


— 


— ^ » 


76 


— 


LERWICK - 


1 Ship 23 


1 Ship 16 


IShip 


15 


IShip 11 




— 


^ - 14 


— 




'^— 




... 


— - 15 


p— 




' — 


LEITH 


1 Ship 82 


I Ship 55 


I Ship 


140 


1 Ship 106 




— f 81 


— . 15 


— . 


80 


— - 199 




— - 77 


— - 10 


— . 


142 


— - 163 




— ^ ■ SO 


— - 28 


— . 


309 


— 




— - 72 


— - 197 


.— •> 


53 


— 




' — - 32 


— . 118 


— -■ 


106 


— 




— - 219 


— ' 172 


— . 


68 


, — 




149 


— - 229 


— , - 


267 


— . 




— • 42 


— - 144 


.. . 


201 


— ( 




-J. - 122 


— - 134 


_ - 


48 


-«. 


t 


— - 16 


— - 121 


— . . 


201 


— r 




124 


— - 85 


— . 




— 




— - 108 


7— - 60 


'^ 




■ — 


^ 


— - 49 


— - 34 


— . 




— ^ 




— - 54 


— - 38 


— 




— . 


MONTROSE 


1 Ship 38 


1 Ship 29 


IShip 


40 


1 Ship 119 




— - It] 


— - 39 


— . 


102 


— . 122 




— - 43 


— •- 52 


-. - 


5Q 


— - 92 




— . 49 


— 


-^ - 


137 


— - 66 




— - 6C 


»• 


— • 


100 


— - 63 




.. 


• — 


— • 


57 


^ - 270 




— 


— 


— • 


102 


— . 50 




— 


— 


^^ • 


in 


— . 80 




-— 


— 


— - 


15 


23 




) V — 


mm, . 


- - 


58 


— 



Digitized by 



Google 



tcW SHIPS AMD VEfSELS BUILT IN CAEAT BRITA^. 



PORTS. 



OBAN T 



PORT PATRJCJC 
|>RESTON^PANS 
ItOTHSAY - 
STpRNOWAY 

STIL^RAER 



THURSO - 
TO^.RMORY 
WIGTOWN 



P= 



Year 1790. 



Tons 

1 Ship 21 

— - 18 
*^ ^ 145 

1 Ship 83 

— - 85 



I Ship 50 

None. 

1 Ship 28 

1 Ship 27 



1 Ship 
iShip 



Ship 



27 



t Ship 44 
Noiic.' 
None. 



1791. 



Ions 
49* 



115 

64 

231 



None. 

None. 
1 Ship 
i Ship 

1 Ship 



1 Ship 

None. 
1 Ship 



37 
58 

45 
85' 

511 

42 



1804. 



1 SUp 



Tons 
41 
13 



I Ship 73 

^ . 70 

— - 82 
z^ . 72 

— - 26 

None. 

None, 

None. 

I Ship 20| 



1 Ship 



56 



None. 

None 

1 Ship 45 



1805. 



Ship 
Ship 



To«» ' 

a 

79 



None. 
None. 
None. 
Ship 

None. 



36 
20 



None» 
Ship 21 
None. 



Custom- Ho«se, London, 
Office qf the Rentter General of Shipping. 

23d Jufle, 1806. 



i 



Tt E. Willoughhii, 



N. E. The above accoant was ordered to be printed the 24 th of 
June, 1806. It is observable that it contains only a return of four 
years instead of sixteen years, which was ordered pursuant to a 
motion made by sir Charles Price^ bart. in the words $et forth at the 
head of this account To form a correct idea of ship-building in 
Great Britain, in 1&05, a reference must be added to the letterg 
from the ottt ports, page cxxxiii ; by which it will be seea 
that there is a general decline of ship-building, and not merely 
a removal of it from one port to another from cheapness of wages, 
hcc. It therefore becomes a sublet of the highest importance for 
immediate legislative inquiry into the causes which have led to it, 
dnd to consider of the most effectual means to regain it. Had the 
pld maritime principles of the nation been adhered to,i and such 
burthens on shipping as those imposed by the tonnage duty bill, 
which passed in the peace of 1801-2, there is good reason to believe 
|he country would nx>t have had cause, at this moment, for alarm 
OH this interesting subject, apd that the same spirit of enterprize which 
theretofore characterised the shipping interest would have continued; 
^ut which, unhappily for \k^ f^M^n, ia ^t present nearly extinguished, 
2*th December, 1806, 
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eat ]the Yeaf l790, at the several Ports mentioned in 
shinJrent Rates of Tonnage of each Ship, Vessel, and 
ar. 



1790. 



^^'•lonnage. 


No. of 
Ships. 


Tonnage 

of 

each. 


Amount 

of 
Tonnage. 


No. of 
Ships. 


Tonnage 

of 

each. 


Amount 
of < 
Tonnage. 


^ 


11915 


136 




19262 


172 




28353 


,1 


157 


1 


215 


215 


1 


292 


292 


12 


316 


2 


216 


432 


2 


293 


586 


\l 


160 




218 


218 




298 


298 


ll 


161 




219 


219 




304 


304 


3 


486 




2'i3 


223 




305 


305 


[ J 


163 




224 


224 




307 


307 


? / 


328 




225 


225 




312 


312 


/ 


165 




226 


226 




313 


313 


/ 


336 




229 


229 




317 


317 


/ 


170 


2 


230 


460 


3 


320 


960 


/ 


172 




236 


236 




324 


324 


1 


348 




237 


237 




535 


335 


1 * 


175 




238 


238 




337 


337 


Is 


176 




239 


239 




339 


339 


'7 


354 




243 


24a 




342 


342 


/8 


178 




246 


246 




353 


353 


80 


180 


2 


253 


506 




364 


364 


81 


181 


1 


\A 


^255 


1 
* 


369 


369 



tidit|Sicoa 

suoj cig mojj 'oameTpai jsBg 
^B *x59 0% snoi 10 1 mojj sdiiis 
aC 66 o) sno) jnoj uiojj sidssisiv 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



. the Year 1805, at the several Ports mentioned in 
:r to shew the actual Number of Ships fit for the 



1805. 


1 
Amount 

of 
Tonnage. 


! 

No. of 
Ships. 


Tonnage' 

of 

•ach. 


Amount 

of 
Tonnage 


No. of 
Ships. 


Tonnage 

of 

each. 


Amount 

of 
Tonnage. 


19401 


187 


16355 


29356 


East 


Indiame 


n. 


188 




278 


278 




613 


. 613 


378 


- / 


279 


279 




673 


673 


191 




293 


293 




840 


840 


192 




296 


296 




858 


1716 


193 




298 


596 




862 


862 


, 338^ 




300 


300 




• 864 


864 


390 




301 


301 


I-ight- 










398 




315 


315 


ers 




5568 


206 
208 
413 




328 


' 328 


2 


268 






330 
341 


330 
682 


268 




9 




210 




342 


342 






212 




343 


343 








215 




360 


360 








432 




361 


361 








438 




365 


3(^5 








446 




366 


732 








450 




368 


368 








454 




375 


375 








230 




388 


388 




• 




462 




389 


389 








468 




396 


396 








242 




400 


400 








250 




401 


802 








502 




411 


411 








257 




412 


412 








261 




413 


413 








^62 




.418 


418 








263 




422 


422 








265 




428 


428 








^66 




482 


482 








270 




551 


551 








i 29356 


223 




42512 


Ought to be 


42562 
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• NcXXIlt. 



EAST INDIA TRADE. 



East India House, ISth Ane, ]806« 

Sir, 

THE court of directors of the East India Com- 
pany having referred to the consideration of the committee 
of shipping your letter of the 10th uhimo, requesting to be 
furnished, for the information of the committiee of ship 
owners, with an account of the quantity of tonnage em- 
ployed by the company in their export and import trade, 
from the year 1780, to 1805, inclusive, and also the average 
rate of freight per toriy with th^ war contingendes in those years *, 
I have the committee's commands to transmit you an account 
of the number and tonnage of the ships employed by the 
company in their export and import trade, from the year 
17S0, to 1804, inclusive. 

I am. 

Sir, 

Your most .obedknt servant, 

James Coggan* 
Mr. Nathaniel Atcheson. 



• It is to b« t^tkMtA tfeat the tfttej of freigfit in their senrice for tboso 
years were not given with the statement of tonnage. 
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No. XXm.— CoNTlNUEa 

An Account of the Number and Tonnage of regular and 
extra Ships engaged for the East India Companjrs service, 
from the season i780> to 1804^ inclusive* 





Hegolar 


and t 


Ships tbr an ovtvard 




£xtm. Toil*. 


bound voyage only« 


Season • 1780 


SOShips. 14315 




1781 


26 


19655 


3 ships, 2043 t(H». 


1782 


23 


17504 


1 864 


*1783 


13 


9978 




1784 


27 


20424 




1785 


43 


8164H 




1786 


34 


26795 




1787 


31 


25824 




1788 


32 


26905 




1789 


31 


26332 




1790 


25 


22556 




1791 


28 


23522 




, 1792 


43 


37583 




1793 


46 •, 


40665 




1794 


34 


28896 




1795 


46 


41721 


. ; 


1796 


46 


36464 




1797 


5?fi 


21601 


21434 tons of shippings, not 
in the Company's regulir 
employ, were engaged 
this season for speeisl^ 
purposes. 


1798 


S9 


35754 


1 ship of 778 tons. 


1799 


34 


. 30517 




1800 


49 


42396 




1801 


39 . 


34593 




1802 


52 , 


45466 




1803 


54 


4f6562 




1804 


50 


42603 




The 


season 1 


805 i& not yet concluded* ' 


Eait India Houseyl2tb 

tQAA 


June, 


Jambs Coggak. 
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No. XJQV. 

Statement of Ships employed in the Trade between Gnai 
Britain and America. 

Extract from Lord Sheffield's Strictures. 

*^THE navigation laws of Great Britain, among other 
objects, bave recently experienced the effect of the change- 
ful and temporising policy that has lately prevailed. Those 
laws were long considered as involving the permanent, com- 
mercial, and political interests of the state. But on too 
many occasions of late they have been viewed, or pretended 
to be viewed, in a very diferent light; and they are relaxed, 
or suspended^ not because they are defective in pi'inciple, 
but because it is thought necessary to yield to the pressure of 

Simediate circumstances and interests: on these occasions 
ey are estimated, perhaps, by some casual and partial effect 
which they are said to produce^ and instead of being con- 
sidered as they refer to the general interests of the empire, 
they are frequently discussed with a reference to some par- 
ticular object, as may suit the purpose qf the moment, or 
perhaps the interested views of individuals. General infer- 
ences, therefore, are irequently deduced from most partial 
statements'^ ; and thus in parliament, and out of parliament, 
delusion is sometimes abetted and diffused." 

' * There are instances enough before me on other subjects of management 
of thb kind; I shall merely glance at two of them. The tonnage duty bill 
during its progress through the House of Commons gave rise to mucn de- 
bate^ and it was asserted in support of the bill, that the tonnage of England 
was well able to hear the duty, having lately -flourished beyond all former 
example. To sustain an assertion so strong, it was attempted to be proved 
by figures that this tonnage had actually increased since the year X792 to a 

freat amount. But it was not stated that this tonnage was not all British 
uilt ; that it was principally increased by the number of prize vessels, 
w^^hich had been taken during the war ; and that if it had been all Britidli 
built, it would not thereby have authorised the conclusion which was 
dra'wn, because it remained m a great proportion utterly unemployed, and 
because the British toniiage which was actually employed in the year n9'2 
■was greater, comparatively considered, than the British tonnage so employed, 
even in the year 1802, tne boasted period of the highest prosperity ot thc^ 
shipping trade of Great Britain. 

The other case to which I would advert is almost equally plausible, and 
^ually d^uiive. During the three years ending in 1802, inQlusiye, many 
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No. XXlV. — Continued. 



British. 


American. 


Ships. 


Tonnage. 


Ships. 


Tonnage. 


245 


5Cf)79 


218 


39441 


'312 


64197 


246 


«234 


253 


55328 


291 


55806 


247 


53102. 


318 


62253 


223 


50963 


285 


59414 


197 


42035 


313 


64035 


57 


146^7 


354 


78683 


42 


9796 


343 


75225 


62 


14381 


507 


11251^ 


77 


27144 


550 


124015 



An Account of the Number of Vessels with their Tonnage, 
which cleared inwards and outwards, between Great Britain 
and the UuiUd States of America j in the following jears. 



1790 Outwards , 
Inwards 

1791 Outwards 
Inwards 

1792 Outwards 
Inwards 

1799 Outwards 
Inwards 

1800 Outwards 
Inwards 



Thus in the course of a very few years, the number of 
British vessels employed inwards in one branch of trade has 
declined from 3 1 2 to 77. And the number of American vessels 
90 employed in the same branch has increased from 246 to 
550, and which clearly shews the deep and well dtgeked 
policy of America, in imposing a duty on British manufac- 
tures exported into America in British ships, which is not 
counteracted by any adequate duty on American {M:oduce,&c* 
exported into Great Britain in American bottoms. 

argnments tending to prove the rapid progression of British commerce 
were deduced from papers laid before the house, purporting to state the 
dear amount of the annual exports and imports of Britain. That these 
papers were accurately drawn up, the sound understanding and indispu- 
table correfctness of the inspector-general leave no doubt. But the fallacy 
lay not in the accounts, but in the deduction^ from the accounts. The sum 
total became the grand topic of ministerial arguments, and as that sum was 
great, the hearers were satisfied. But it was not stated, that, of tne imports 
and exports exhibited in the accounts, a considerable part was brought in 
fbreign vessels, and had been merely Ijinded ind warehoused in England to 
be re-exported without payment of duties; and that a deductien of the va'.ue 
of this property should have-bcen made from the sum total of the account^ 
in order to shew the true balance by which the prosperity of British coav- 
inerce was to be estimated. \ 
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No. XXV. 



INCREAS^OF AMERICAN TONNAGE, *c.,ftc- 

Enirqctjirom a publication in \S^. 



AMERICAN PAPULATION, NAVIGATION, COM^EftCE Al^Pf 
REVENUE. 

"WE ha ve, on-£M»Mr -occasions, found It necessary to en- 
deavour to direct ^the attention of cur .tmsnkywm to the 
-interesting sc ene o Khibit cd on the other side of the Atlantic, 
andtiTi^i^Vere not a^ little surprised tovperaeiveiodr fadeavours 
treated, -not oidy with -neglect, but with contempt. We 
•were 'tt)ld, that *^a country so -^iuit^^ could ^oe little 
inteicsting to *£nglishmen; but it has required only a very 
short time to show, that ** a country so distant" may be, 
and already has been foimd to be, of more importance to 
Englishmen than any oth^ cou^rys England only excepted. 
It is, therefore, with the hope of attracting a somewhat 
greater deg^^e of attention, that we revive tlus uninteresting 
isut^^f , with ^e i|isertion of some facts relative to the^popju*- 
Is^n ^and cQ^^amerpe of the tJnited States.— A cei^^us ;w^ 
takeiLin ISOfiK^nd. returned to Congress in the autumn of 
J601,>accoiKling to which the pcjg^l^tion of ^fhe several 
Statesjwas foundto-be as follows : 

states. 

New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 
Massach;usets 
Maine 
Connecticut 
Vennont 
NewYx>ik 
'Wew Jersey 



Total Population. 


Slaves; 


183,858 


8 


69,122 


S80 


422,845 




151,710 




:.254,0p2 


^SJ. 


154,465 




504,195 . 


l.&««2 


211,149 


12,422 


Carried over 




[Cc] 
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States. 

bought f(»rward 
Pensylvania 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia 
North CaroMna 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Kentucky 
Tennesse •. 

Territory of Mississippi 
District of Columbia 



Grand Total iniSOO 
Population in 1790 
Increase in 10 years 



Total PopoIatioB. 


Slares. 


i 

602,365 


1,706 


64,273 


6,154 


329,704 


100,393 


878,950 


343,796 


478,103 


133,296 


345,591 


146,151 


162,686 


59,699 


220,955 


40,843 


109,960 


14,022 


59,857 


8,615 


14,093 


9,«7V 



5,214^801 ft76,790 



3,929,326 
1,285,475 



697,691 
179,09$ 



TONNAGlE. 



In 1800 
In 1790 



Too» of Ship^mg, 

939,000 
450,000 



Men. 

56,340 
27,000 



Increase in 10 years 



439,000 ' 29,340 



-COMMERCE AND REVENUE. 



The American produce exported in 1800, 

amounted to 

Ditto, in 1790 . . . . 



Increase in 10 years 



Dollars. 

32,000,000 
14,000,009 

18,000,000 
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The * foreign commodities brought into the 
country for re-exportation^ in 1800^ amount- 
ed to 

Ditto in 1790 . • . . 



Increase in 10 years 

The revenue in 1 801 » is estimated at 
Ditto in 1790^ amounted to 

Increase in 1 1 vears • 



Dollan. 



30,000,000 
2,000,000 

28,000,000 

11,S59,000 
6,124.,00O 

5,235/)00 



It will be perceived, that the commerce and revenue of the 
United States have increased in a proportion much greater 
than that of the population. We shaU subjoin here an extract 
from a debate, in the lower house of Congress, on the 16th of 
December, 1 801, which will enable our readers to form some 
judgment of the- motives, from which the bill t now before 
our own legislature has been requested by the American 
government. 

*^ Gen. Smith differed from the gentleihan who spoke last, 
as to the effect which he seemed to apprehend from the 
repeal of this law. The effect he knew would be the very 
contrary, and was of so much importance to the commercial 
interests of the United States, that it w^ for that very reason 
he wished that no delay might take place in adopting mea- 
sures for conftnerdal security. It was found, very early after 
the establishment of our government, expedient to adopt a 
system pursued by other naticms, in laying such duties as 
would discriminate between bur own and mreign tonnage; 
at that time our ships were not adequate to carry one half of our 
produce to foreign markets; when discriminating duties were 
laid, the measiu-e appeared to act as a charm, and beyond the 
expectations of the most sanguine calculati^is of commercial 



• Th« vjery great increase of thii branch of tlie Amfrhan trade appears to 
have taken place since the subjects of that country were allowed a free 
trade to the British settlements in India, usder the Jirtt Treaty between 
Great Britaia and America, and which, it is seriously apprehended, will 
continue to increase under the ruinous and imppUtic concesuons since made to 
tkat country by the British government, and particularly from the relaxation 
of the rule of the war, 1756, allowing the Americans to oringthe produce of 
the iclligerent colonies to Europe, &c/-rTo form a correct estimate of the 
designs of the United States, see Mr. Ttncb Co**'» View of America, re- 
printed by Johnson, in 1796. * 

f See the debate on the Ameritan treaty bill, 5th March, lt02, in t]ie Par- 
liamentary Regis:er. 
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men, our tormagi doubled in a short period^ we were m>t onljr 
very soon able to carry all our own produce,, btit to enter 
hrgelf into trade abroad. Other natipn^, affected^ by ovtr 
success, particularly Great Britain^ devised meane- to enter 
into a competition with us in their own markets, and enacte<f 
counterva^g layrs, or devised duties equal to the amount 
which we had laid on to protect our own commerce. The 
war thait has lately ceased gave us g)re^ advaatagesi for 
although new countervailing. dutie$, and to an extent perhaps^ 
BOfe authorised by existing treaty, were laid, yet as their ton- 
liage yihiS subject to a high war insurance, from wiiich ours 
was^ exempt, we retained our advantage during the war; 
n^hith having nbw chsmged the relative state of things, as 
weH tvith Grectt Britain as wkb other nation^ it is^ incnm^ 
httit oti us to provide new means to gvtard our trade> and 
retain k in otm own hands* By the elation of the exittm^. 
liruis ofGriat Britain lapng countervailing duti^ thy possess an 
ddvuntage sof great y as to n^ike adiflfer^oce of 18 dottar? in 
th4ir fatYfur tspa^tht freight of eVery hogditfad of tobacco 
shipped from our ports in a British vessel ; they will there- 
fore nave^ tfee iAi(A^ cKfference of the market price in d»^ir 
fd^ur against American shippers ^ and of cxmsequence, ^ 
we do not make provision to girard agafitist the contingency, 
tiie ^rhole rf '^wr carrying trade may go iita their hands, far 
evef^ m2(n will siiip his goods for a market where he can 
eS^t it on the mcMSt advantageous tekvis. We irett dr- 
cirmstanced in the same way unth regard to Finance, Where 
hfer regtilartions Were never mpore disadvantageous to us than 
the British, though the state of her tonnage did not leave 
room to apprehend so much. He had it &om high author 
rity, that the difference in favour of the French tonnage in 
their ports o^ner ours amoonted to 10 livres in the 100, or 
about 190 on the hogshead of tobacco only> from whence 
it wa& evident that &is step wa$ necessary to be taken to 
bring us upon more equal terms of trade. The commerce 
Ih tobacco to that country* is very impdrtant to dsj to Great 
Britain we export only 14,000 hogsheads, we export to 
France 40,000 hogi^ads. The present was the season to 
make use of our rortiraate situation, and to provide such re* 
gulations as would secure to us that important branch of 
trade} no time could be lost with propriety on the subject, 
and the measures proposed by the resolution would give us 
the best opportunity to use the advantage. We are now in a 
very different situation from that in which we stood <M3l the 
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p^dingoi^tke d&crimmatingl^w: at diat time we Iiad an 
insuff^ieAcf ^ UnnagSf iOid it was necessary to create a com- 
][^teiit quantity; that has been effected^ and we have notif 
tbrinage sit^ient to carry on aliour trade under judicious regu- 
lationsy and it is our interest to seek the means by which we 
<»ati start upon equal' terms ^wrt them in our own and in their 
fctts^ We are competent to enter into such an amicable 
cJcmtest. Our spirit of enterprise and the skill of tur nmri^ 
ihne citi'zem aJ^ equal, if not superior, to any in the world j 
and it is becoming our circumstances and situation to shun a 
saercantile warfare, white we seek a generous emulation of 
sMlly industry, and enterjM-iseb We 'want to enter the portsj 
^f dfher nations much more than they want to • enter ours. 
He that can carry cheapest and best nvitihave the advantage. We 
fiat only BufM cheaper than other nations, but we build bstter, and 
saii with fewer hands. We need^ therefore, no other than ^ 
equal terms to st^rt upon." 

♦ That the ^vernment of America is particularly attentive to its carrying 
iradgy and feelingly alive to future advantages which it may derive, is olv 
Vious from the following passage in Mr. President Jejfersoris address to 
Coogress on rfie I5t-h December, 1802: — "We find la some parts oS 
Europe, monopolisin|f discriminations, which, in the form of duties, tend 
effectually to prohibit the carrying thither our own produce in our own 
vessels. From existing amities, and a spirit of justice, it is hoped that 
friendly discussion will produce a fair and adequate reciprocity. But 
should false calculation of interest defeat our hope, it rests with the legis- 
lature to decide whether they will meet inequalities abroad with counter- 
vailing inequalities at home, or provide for tlic evil in any other way. 

** It is with satisfaction I lay before you an act of the British parfiamenti 
anticipaitng this subj&ct, 30 fer as to authorise a mutual abolition of the duties. 
And countervailing duties, permitted undef the treaty of 17^. ' It shews on 
their part a spirit of justice and friendly acconimodation, which it is our' 
duty and our interest to cultivate with oH nations. Whether this ttrll fro^ 
duce a due equality tn the navigation between the Pwo countries, is a subject for your 
fgnsideration,** 

It is evident from th6 subsequent concessions made to the govetnmefit of 
(he United States by Great Britain, that those in ISOdwere deemed insuffi* 
cient, and not finding the yielding system whi(?h pervaded lord SidmouthV 
administration adopted by the' late British government, the Non-importa- 
fion act passed the Congfess. and it is to be apprehended it has produced oir 
^nr present mimstry the effect intended; and although lord Auckland 
and lord Holland "w^ere only appointed commissioners to negotiate 
with the American ministers in September last, yet it appiears from 
lord Howick*s letter to the lord-mayor that the diffbrences between' 
the two countries have been adjusted within a period of less than 
four months. It will of course afford great exultation and triumph to Mr. 
president Jefferson, though he may be surprised at the facility with which the 
claims of his country have been acceded to by Great Britain, as it is evident,' 
hy the following message to Congress, he did not expect the differences 
l>ctw«en the two countries would have beeo- so speedily adjusted. 
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*^Mr. CiY/foo/E/ was still unsatisfied by the reascms given 
by the General. He agreed that it was desirable to secure 
as much of the foreign trade as we could to our own vessels, 
and if he could be persuaded that a repeal of the diserimi- 
nating duties would effect that purpose, or that their ccHiti- 
nuance would exclude us from our own carrying trade, he 
would assuredly vote for the resolution. But he had heard 
notliing to satisfy him on that point. With Great Britaiuj 
he believed) no such measure could be effected in that way, 
and he questioned if it would prove more advantageous wiA 
other nations, as they pursue their own measures, whatever 
laws we might adopt or repeal* It wzs true, that in Great 
Britain our tobacco trade was subjected to the disadvantage 
of heavy duties; but it should b^ recollected that companu- 
tively little tobacco is consumed in Great Britain: in the nordi 
and other parts of Europe the consumption was much 
greater. Tobacco landed in England, therefore, was not all 
subjected to their heavy duties, because whatever was exported 
had the duties returned by way of drawback 5 so that our 
tobacco trade thither in American bottoms stood exactljF 
upon the same charges to which the British bottoms ar^ subh 

0PECIAI. MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE CONGRESS. 

To the Senmte and House of Refresentatlon of the United States ofAmerlea, 
**I have th« satif Action to inform you that the negotiation depending 
between the United States and the government of Great Britain is pro- 
ceeding in the spirit of friendship and accommodation which promises a re- 
sult of mutual advantages. '0&2js^ inde^, have ta^en place, occasioned 
by the long illness and subsequent death of the Briti^i minister charged 
with that duty. But the (ommUsionert appointed by tha| government to re- 
sume the negotiation sbe^ every disposition to hasten its progress; // // bwo^ 
ever a 'work of time^ as many arrangements are necessary to place our future 
harmony on stable grounds. In the mean time, we fina by the communi- 
cation of our plenipotentiaries, that a temporary sysp^nejion of the act of the 
last session, prohibiting certain importation, would, as a mj^^k of candid 
disposition on our part, and of cojidenc^ ip the temper an^ views with 
wluch they have been met, have a happy effect on its pourse. A step so 
friendly would afford farther evidence that all the proceedings have flown 
from views of justice and conciliation, and that we give them wilUngly, 
that which may best meet corresponding dispositions. 

** Add to this, that the same motives which produce^ the postponement 
of the act till the 15th November last are in favour of its further suspen- 
sion. And as xoe have reason to hope that it may soon yield to arrangements 
of mutual concert and c^jpvenience, justice seems to require that the sa$»^ 
measures may be dealt out to the few cases which may fall within its short 
course, as to all others precedipg and following it. I cannot, tliereforc, but 
recommend the suspension of this act for a reasonable time, on considera-t 
tions of justice, amity, and the public interests. 

** Dec. 3, 18C^. (Signed) Tuos. Jefferiqn. 
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JBCted, If we repeal the law laying discriminating duties, 
then we permit British shq)s to come into our ports upon 
equal terms with our own, and the consequence will be that 
they will then become our catriers. In France, likewise, 
there is little likelihood of advantage accruing by the repeal. 
In that country the tobacco trade was a monopoly of the 
Farmefs-General, and no one but them xould import tobacco 
into France: it Was probable that the same Tegulations would 
exist in one shape or another in future, ahd that we should 
not be likely to obtain better terms by the repeal of our law. 
If we could secure the carriage of our own commerce by any 
reasonable measures, it would make him very happy; but he 
did not believe the measure proposed to be calculated for« 
^suchan effect, and he was not disposed to run rashly into the 
repeal; he was not prepared to give his consent to the reso- 
lution, and particularly as it was not much detailed; it was 
constructed so loose as to render it impossible to say how 
or by whom the regulation is to be defined, or its extent 
ascertained. The carrying trade of our own country was 
to us all important^ none, not all the other was so much so. 
The British carrying trade was certainly much less so to 
them,// was of little value to them; but with us it is otherwise; 
our articles of home production are all bulky znd require large 
tonnage^ such as rice^ flour, tobacco, fish, &c. and it was requi- 
site to retain duties which gave thejtn a decided preference. 
He was not prepared to agree to the resolutions, and would 
T^Lther prefer the appointment of d committee to investigate and 
report upon the subject,'^ 

N. B. Since the year 1800 there has been a further alarm- 
ing increase of -American tonnage: endeavours have been 
iBadc> but in vain, to obtain the statements of it, which i$fe 
laid before Congress^ Had they been successful, thib publica- 
tion o£ them might probably have dispelled, the in&tuation 
wbich pervades at this time the government of Great 
Britain, ere the whole of its carrying trade is bst^ and with it 
the naval power of the empire : It is reported that the United 
States of America have now above one million of tons of ship- 
ping, and above eighty thousand seamen.-*~See an admirable 
letter on this subject, signed Civis^ in Yorke's Political 
Review, 17th January, 1807^ and many others in the 
former numbers of that work. 
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Read aod ordered to lie on the table *. — A Letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, tmusmitting a Statement cj 

' Good3, "Wares, and Merchandise, ejfpcrt^d from the 
.United Sutes^ Juritig .one Xear, prior to the 1st day of 
October, iSOSu 

SIR, TrE ASUiff EMlF^RTMENT, Jp^ 8, 1 806. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a 
statement of, goods, wares, and merchandise, exported frrom 
the United States during one year prior to the 1st day ctf 
October, 1805, and amou^itmg to 95,566,021 dollars. The 
^oods, wares, and merchandise of domestic growth, or 
njanufacture, included in this statement, are estimated 
at . . . , . • \ . doUarSy 42,387,p0g 
And those. of Joreign growth, qr manufacture, at 53,179,019 

' [ ' j95,566,02i 



Those foreign goods maybe divided into three classes, viz. 

.Ist, ^Artides,.oii theimportaticm ©f which BO 
dwty had beenicrfkcted, they beii^g free of 
duty by die"l€ttvs.of the United States, and 
amounting to . . . . dfl&r/,- 1,6,41/725 

2d. Articles liable to dutyrandwhich were, on 
re-exportation ithereof, entitled to -draw- 
back, . ^ . . • ^ -42,119,498 

5d. Articles UaWe to duty, but which w€i:e 
not, on rerexportation thereof, entitled to 
drawback, . * • • • • • ^*17,79o 

53,179,019 



' The duties collected on the importation of the artirfes df 
the 3d class, aiid which not being paid by consumers wjtbii 
the United States, are derived directly from the carrying 
trade, amount to doUars 1,501,618, exclusively of the ad- 
ditional duties, which constitute- the MediterraBean/finKL 



• Of the House of Representatives* 
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CCXIX 

tt appears by the additional statement (A) that the articles 
of domestic growth, or manufacture, exported during the 
period aforesaid, may be averaged under the following 
beads, viz. 

Produce of the Sea, . . dollars^ 2,884,000 
Forest, . . 5,261,000 

Agriculture, . . 31,562,000 
Manufactures, . 2,525,000 
Uncertiiin, , . 155,000 

42,387,000 



I have the honor to be. 

With great respect, sir. 

Your most obedient servant, 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

*rhe honorable the SPEAKER 

Of the houie of represematlves* 
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Statement of Exports, the Produce and Manufactuf e of the 
United States, commencing the 1st of October, 1804, 
and ending the 80th September, 1805, before referred to. 



SPECIES OF MERCHANDISE. 



Quantity or 
Value. 



Fish, dried or smoked,.. •.:.••.. • ••• quintals 

Pickled, barrels 

Ditto, » k^ 

Oil, spermaceti, ..« » ».••••• • gaUons 

Whale and other fish, • do. 

Whalebone, pounds 

Spermaceti candles, • •••• do. 

Wood, staves and headings, •• M. 

Shingles, - ...4.«. ..•••••••.• do. 

Hoops and poles, do. 

Boards, plank, and scantling,. .••.••••..••• m. feet 

Hewn timber, •••••«••. tons 

Lumber of all kinds, dollars 

Masts and spars, do. 

Oak bark and other dye, do. 

All manufactures of, do. 

Naval stores, tar, • barrels 

Pi t ch, do. 

Rosin,. ' • do. 

Turpentine, do. 

Ashes, pot, • tons 

Pearl, do. 

Skins and furs, dollars 

Ginseng, pounds 

Beef, barrels 

Pork, do. 

Hams and bacon, • pounds 

Tallow, do. 

Butter, • * . do. 

Cheese, do. 

Lard, • . . . • • do. 

Hides, ^ number 

Horned cattle, . , do. 

Horses, < . do. 

Mules, . • do. 

€heep, • do. 

Hogs, • • .... do. 

Poultry,. • • • . • dozens 

Wheat, . • pn . . . ; busheU 

, Indian corn. •• • do. 

Rye, • ..« • do. 

Oats, • 1... do. 

Barley, • • • do. 

Buckwheat, •...•••••. • do. 

Beans, • do. 

Peas, ..••• do. 

Potatoes, ........;...,•... ..••:« do. 

Apples, ••• •* barrels 

Flour, ...; .....»•... do. 

Meal, rye, • • do. 

Indian, • ...•••• do. 

Buckwhtat«.««.,,«..«. •••#«#•.#••••••,••, do. 
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Statement continued. 



SPECIES OF MERCHANDISE, 



Quantity or 
Value. 



Bran and shorts, • • bushels 

ShipstuflT, •• , cwt. 

Biscuit or shipbread, .. .% • ....•.• barrels 

Ditto, • kegs 

Rice, .•••...•••... tierces 

Indigo, • • .....••• pounds 

Cotton, sea island, ••...•.... do. 

Other, do. 

Tobacco, hhds. 

Flaxseed, ••••..• , . . . busheb 

Flax, . . • • pounds 

Hops,..,* do. 

Mustard, . • . • do. 

Wax, do. 

Household furniture, 7.. dollars 

Coaches and other carriages, ^ do. 

Hats, do. 

Saddlery, , • do. 

Beer, porter and cider in casks, gallons 

in bottles, dozens 

Boots, pairs 

Shoes, silk,. do. 

Leather, • • • do. 

Candles, tallow, pounds 

Wax, do. 

Soap,...» • •••• do. 

Starch, do. 

Hair powder, do. 

SnufF, do. 

Tobacco manufactured, do. 

Leather, do. 

I^ead, ; do. 

Maple and other brown sugar, do. 

Bricks, , m. 

Spirits from grain, gallons 

Iinsc«d oil, .* do. 

Spirits of turpentine, . . ^ . • , ...,..,... do. 

Canvas and sail cloth, ^, pieces 

Cables and cordage, • t • • • • • Cwt. 

Cards, wool and cotton, nun^ber 

Iron, Pig, « tons 

Bar, f 4 do. 

Nails, • . • • t o • pounds 

Castings, . * ..•••• • • • dollars 

All manufactures of iron or iron and steel,. ... do. 

Spirits from molasses, \w gallons 

Sugar refined, • • . pounds 

Chocolate,. , « do. 

Gunpowder, • do. 

Copper or brass, and copper manufactured, dollars 

Medicinal drugs, t • • • • do. 

Merchandise and other articles not enumerated, 

Manufactured, < do. 

Raw produce, •.«. da 

Total value of the foregoing ttatement. •.••.«••,.• doUan 42.387.0Q9 



104 

1.301 

90.737 

23.962 

56.830 

.97.184 

8.787.659 

29.602.428 

71.252 

179.788 

340 

134.606 

6.540 

• 248.394 

141.008 

20.279 

95.098 

23.516 

80 225 

7.07O 

10.128 

1.120 

101.38V2 

981.446 

3.091 

1.815.775 

4.990 

1.326 

23.531 

404.929 

203.231 

8.000 

251.827 

1.043 

67.092 

9.690 

26.247 

100 

3.010 

1.338 

365 

927 

278.651 

25.821 

40.559 

929.658 

138.618 

5.0O3 

349.300 

12.977 

13.644 



225.410 
155.415 
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Statement of Exports, Hhe Produce and Manufacture of 
foreign Countries, commencing the 1st October, i804, 
and ending the 30th September, 1805. 



SPECIES OF MERCHANDISE. 



Value of goods free of duty,. . . , dollars 

at 12| percent do. 

J5 do do. 

20 do do. 

Wines, 

MaIm8ey,Madeira,&c. gallons 

All oth^r Madeira, do. 

Burgundy, Champaign, &c. do. 

Sherry and St. Lucar, do. 

ClareCy&c. in bottlesor cases, dOc 

Lisbon, Oporto, &c do. 

Teneriffe, Fayel, &c do. 

"All other, , do. 

JSpirits, 

from grain, ; do. 

other materials, do. 

Molasses, do. 

Beer, ale, and porter, • ... do. 

Teas, 

Bohea, pounds 

Sou<^ong, and other black, . . do. 

pyson. Imperial, &c. do. 

Other green, .....do. 

Coflfee, do. 

Cocoa, , do. 

Sugar, 

Brown, do. 

White, clayed,or powdered, do. 

Candy, do. 

Loaf, , do. 

Almonds, '. , do, 

Prunes and plumbs, ...do! 

^«g?'. do. 

Raisins, 

in jar8,boxe8, ?in4 muscadel, do. 

Allother, do. 

Candles, 

Tallow, do. 

Waj^ or spermaceti, do. 

Cheese,. do 

S?^P' .'do! 

Tallow, do. 

ISpices, 

Mace, ,..., ,.do. 

Nutmegs,. do. 

Cinnamon, , do. 

Cloves, do. 



QUANTITY OR VALUE. 



Entitled to NotenUtkdte -. » , 
Drawback. drawback. ^°»»- 



*7;090.600 

727.765J 

43.382 

46L617 

6l.f79 

245 

27.503 

252.557 

65.110 

184,506 

2.572.950 

237.392 

1.408.982 

20.640 

41.615 

91.055 

853.077 

259.456 

382.518 

44.881.367 

2.280^85 

91.345.257 

20.319.150 

28.436 

37*316 

40.749 

8.070 

167.900 
131.297 

36.723 

1.766 

380.439 

1,063.853 

;?.631 

771 
928 
13.244 
14.1691 



1.641.725 

4.711.286 

860.039 

46.564 

7.256 
11.384 

1.060 

9.374 
50.230 

4.208 

20.073 

205.328 

43.399 

122.443 

27.834 

19.156 

7.904 

73.681 

72.71 

48.485 

1.878.927 

145.395 

4.279.059 

6.841.899 

941 

251 

2M16 

10.661 

2.101 

40.057 
21.736 

i.473 

1.123 

15.6181 

261.403 

5.335 

812 

50O 

3.465 

17.03a 



1.641.125 

ll.S01.a86 

1.587.801 

89.946 

53.873 

72.763 

1.305 

86.877 

302.787 

69.318 

204i79 

2.77B.278 

£80.791 

1.531.425 

48.474 

60.771 

98.959 

926.758 

332.168 

431.003 

46.760.294 

2.425.680 

d5.6 18.316 
27.16lX>t9 
29.377 
251 
58.432 
51.410 
10J71 

207.962 
153J033 

38.196 

2.889 

396.120 

1.825.256 

8.966 

1J8S 

1^8 

16.706 

31.207 
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STATEMENT CONTINUED. 



3PEaES OF MERCHANDISE. 



Spices> 

Pepper,. • pounds 

Pimento, '. do. 

Chinese Cassia, do. 

Tobacco, manufactured other than * 

snufiTand segars, do. 

Snuff, do. 

Indigo, •.••••••.. do. 

Cotton, . . .^ do. 

Powder, — Hair, do. 

Gun, ..do. 

Starch,, . , do. 

Glue, do. 

Iron .^—Anchors and sheet, ••<... do. 

Slit and hoop, do. 

Nails, , » . . . . do 

Spikes, , , . ^ do. 

Quicksilver 4oj , 

i'aintSj-^-Ochre, ydlow in oil, ... do. 

dry yellow, do. 

Spanish brown, do. 

White and red lead, do. 

Lead, and manufactures of lead, . . do. 

Cordage,— Tarred, do, 

Untarred, do. 

Cables,. • . . : , do. 

Steel, cwts. 

Untarred yarn, do. 

Twine and packthread, do. 

Glauber salts, . , do. 

JBalt, 

weighing more than 561bs per 3 

bushel, • • • pounds \ 

weighing 56lbs. or less, . . bushel 

Coal, do. 

Fish, 

Foreign caught dried, . . quintals 

Pickled,' Salmon, barrels 

Mackarel, do. 

AU other, do, 

- Glass,*^Black quart bottles, . . grosj 
Window not above 8 inches ) 

by 10, ."lOOsq.ft. C 

Ditto 10 incHes by 12,. . . . do. 

Segars, M. 

Foreign lime per cask of 60 gal.. , casks 

Boots, pairs 

Shoes and slippers, — Silk, do. 

Kid, Mor.Kco, and all other ? 
for me i and women, . . do. 5 

All other for children do. 

Cards playing, 4p. 



Value, 



QUANTITY OR VALUE. 



Entitled to 
drawback. 



5.368.344 
147.95 
282.51 

1.104 

7.998 

295.765 

1.712.121 

17.318 

70.569 

567 

289 

1.3' 

25.403 

527.126 

9.786 

1.05Q 

4.985 

34.839 

3.219, 

35.251 

58.C23 

190.575 

7.193 

22.226 

1 

49 

a 

217.065 

8.559 
500 

2.125 
. . 1.30 

.3.596 

1.065 

2' 

324 

15 

296 

4.442 

14.235 

3.7^1 



Not entiUed 
to drawback 



Total. 



2.190.880 

889 

127.670 

126.278 

1598 

62.749 

280,223 

2.50 

72.830 

126 

1.307 

47.115 

38.477 

99.601 

1.426 

4,70^ 

11.249 

.3.025 

3.175 

1*2.839 

290.519 

68.125 

1.517 

2.395 



103 
344 

20.916 

2..550 
993 

17.875 

896 

2.077 

2.896 

796 

438 

1 

664 

m 

5.449 

10.571 

254 
480 



7.559.224 
148.844 
410.187 

127.582 

9.596 
358.514 

1.992.344 

17.568 

143.399 

699 

3.596 

48.487 

63.880 

626.727 

11.212 

5.752 

16.234 

37.864 

6.394 

48.090 

348.342 

258.7(X) 

8.710 

2.395 

22.226 

I 

152 

347 

237.981 

11.109 
M93 

20.0CiO 
1.026 
2.077 
3.022 

4.792 

1.503 

28 
988 

15 

427 

9.891 

24.806 

2.965 
430 



dollars 42.119.498 11.059 521^3.179.0^ 
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A Summary of the Valae and Destination of the Exports of 
the United States, agreeably to the preceding Statement. 



Ruisia, 
Prutsia, 



Sweden, 

Swedish West Indies, . 

Denmark and Norway, 
Danish West Indies, . 
Danish East Indies, . . 



Umted Netherlands, 
Dutch West Indies, , 
Dutch East Indies, . 
Cape of Good Hope, 



England, Man and Berwick, . , .• 

Scotland, 

Ireland, 

Guernsey, Jersey, Sark and Aldemay, 

4)ibraltar, 

British African ports, 

British East Indies, » 

British West Indies, 

Newfoundland and British fisheries, 
British American colonies, . . . 
Other British colonies, 

Hamburgh, Bremen, the other Hanse 
Towns, &c 

French European ports on the Atlantic, 
Do. do. on the Mediterranean, 

French We§t Indies and American co- 
lonies, 

French East Indies, 

Bourbon and Mauritius, .... 

Other French African ports, . . , 

fepanish European ports on the Atlantic, 
'Do. do. on the Mediterranean, 
Teneriffe and the other Canaries, 
Manilla and Phillipine islands, . . 
Floridas, ........ .^ 

Honduras, Campeachy and Mosquito 

shore, 

Spanish West Indies and American co> 
4onies, 



Domestic 
produce. 



12.044 



145.727 



35 .854 
209.707 



. 435.926 

1.523.106 

13.770 



1.783.503 

. 454.645 

48.734 

56.339 



10.603.302 

1.939.823 

1.230.598 

165.940 

134.379 

5.439 

14.267 

5.473.218 

183.380 

787.23C 

7.111 



893.591 



2.852.708 
227.154 

2.876.384 

4.926 

66.55'2 

13.452 



1.729.973 

597.182 

114.110 

33.480 

95.181 

203.255 

2.806.112 



Foreign 
produce. 



'fotal value 
to the do- 
minions of 
each power 



59.328 



2^14.093 



55,214 
105.288 



1.481.767 

575.149 

7.736 



14.959.380 
133.785 
224.776 
169.054 



1.4O1.830 

49.919 

19,889 

962 

40.704 

23.603 

274.212 

518.189 

34.687 

138.704 



2.338.917 



9.260 724 
624.878 

4.455.599 

2.656 

638.436 

49.478 



1.469.214 

187.098 

85.110 

9.081 

39-C57 

418.539 

4.884.776 



71.372 
389.820 

406.043 
4.037.454 

17.835.2U 



23.047.386 



3.232.50$ 



21. 072.747 



12.672.76S 
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Summary continued. 





Domestic 
produce. 


vr.^^^ Total value 
Foreign joth^^. 

P«>^«^«- ^nionfof 
each power 


Portugal, •.,••••.• 


. 508.284 

479.132 

16.060 

1S.029 

7.941 


851.647 

160.288 

. 24.057 

24.161 

20.760 


V 


Madeira, 

Fayal and the other Azores, . • . 

Cape deVerd Islands, 

Other African portt, 


2.105.408r 


Italy, 


142.475 


2.320.099 




2.462.57* 

329.651 

146 '7'2C 


Trieste and other Austrian ports in 
the Adriatic, ....... 


6.665 


322.992 


Tutkey, Levant and Egypt, . . . 


11.984 


134.741 


China, 


145.573 


J 76.502 






322 075 


East Indies, (• generally) .... 


348.290 


1.459.266 


1 807 55ft 


West Indies, do 


2.128.774 


1.368.173 


3.496.947 
808 216 


Europe, do 


179.608 


628.608 


Africa, do. 


591.690 


421,356 


1.013.046 
5 643 


South seas, do. 


3.643 


2.000 


Korth-wcst coast of Anjerica, . . 


25.922 


276.937 


302.85» 








Total, .... 


95.566.021 



♦ Not before particularized ; and it is to be regretted their destination is 
qot shewn, whether to the Briiish or oilier settleraentt in the East and West 
ladits. 
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A Summary o£ the Value of the Exports from each State* 















Domestic. 


Foreign. 


TotaL 


Meif rxaittpunrVy • • • • • 


389.595 


218.813 


60a.408 


Vennont, .... 












101.997 


67.405 


169.40S 


Maasachusettt, . • 












5.697.051 


13.738.606 


19.435.651 


Rhode bland, . • 








^ 




1.065.579 


1.506.470 


2.572.049 


Connecticut, .... 












1UJ53.537 


90.190 


1.443.72t 


KewYork, .... 












8.098.060 


15.384.883 


23.482.943 


Mew Jersey, . . . 












20.633 


110 


20.743 




, 










4M5.240 


9^397.012 


13.762.25t 


Delaware, 












77.827 


280.556 


358.38S 


Maryland, 












3.408.548 


7.450.937 


ia859.46(> 


District of Cohnnbia, . 












1.135.350 


184.865 


1.330.215 


^rginisk, .... 












4.945.635 


660.985 


5.606.620 


Korth Carolina, . . . 












767.-^4 


12.469 


779.^03 


South Carolina, . . 












5.957.646 


3.108.979 


9.066.625 


Georgia, 












2.351.169 


43.677 


2.394.84S 


• Territory of the Umted States, . 




2.651.706 


1.033.062 


3.684.76S 


Total, . . . 


42.387.002 


53.179.019 


95.566.021 


• Detroit, 


65.328 
247.895 




65.328 






247.895 


New Orleac?, 


2.338.483 


"i.d33V06*2 


3.371.545 


Total*, . . . 


2.651.706 


1.033.062 


3.684.768 



Treasury Department, 

Register's OpncE, March 29, 1805. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 

* It is understood that the exporlt from the United States between the 1st 
Oct. 1805, and 30th Sept. 1806, far exceeded those of the preceding year, aaU 
^ particularly the export of Wut'ImBa produce. 
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(A.) 



A Summary Statement of tjie V,alue qf the Jpjfpqrts of the 
Growth, Produce, or Manufacture of the United States, 
Year ending on the 80th September, 4805. 



The Sea, .... 2i884.000 



1 Fisheries, v 

Dried 6ih or pod fishery, ......... 

Pickled do. or river fishery, herrii^g, 
shad, salmon, ihackardl,. .....'.. 

Whale (common) oil and bon6, . . 
Spermaceti oil and candles, 



The Forest, .. 5.261.000 



^ 5 Skins, and furs, 
I Ginsengs ..... 



3 Product of Wood, 

Lumber, (boards, staves, shindes, 
hoops and poles, heWn timber, 
masts, &.C.) 

Oak bark and other dyes, 

Naval stores, (tar, turpentine, pitch, 
rosin,) . . .,. * • 

Ashes, ^ ppt and pearl, • . . -. 



Agriculture, .. 31.563.^000 



4 Product of animals, ' 

5 Beef, tallow, hides, live cattle, . . 
I Butter and cheese, , . 



Pork picBed, bacon, lard, (live 

. i^og^O • • 

Horses and Mules, 

Sheep, k 



4 Vegetable food. 

Wheat flour and biscuit^ 

Indian com and meal, 

Rice, 

All other, (rye, oats, pulse, pota- 
toes, apples, &c.) 



Carried forward, 



315.000 
"165.000 



967.000 
148,000 



2^607.000 
61.0.00 

702.000 
776.000 



1.545.006 
415.000 



220.000 
1.500 



[Ee] 



2.058.000 
348JQ00 

4T8.006 



1.115.000 



4.146.000 



1.960.000 
14.90.000 



235.000 



8.325.000 
1.442.000 
1.705.000 

280.000 



, Dollar*, 



2.584.000 



i|.26l.000 



3.385.000 



11.752.000 



23,282.000 
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SUMMARY STATEMENT continued. 



Amount brought forward,. . . . 






23.282 OflO 


6 Tobaqco, 






6.341.000 
9.445.000 


7 Cotton, 






8 All other agricultural products, 
Indigfo, ..,, 




146.000 

360.-000 

25.000 

13.000 

75.000 

20.000 


Flaxseed, . . r • 






Brown sugar, •• 






Hops, .,,4 






Wax, 






Various items, (poultry, flax, 
mustard,) 








414.000 

221.O0O 

951600 

86.000 

384.000 

57.009 
198.000 

124.000 


639.00O 


Manufactures,. . 2.30O.OO0 


• 

1.579.000 
721.000 


9 Of domestic materials. 

Soap and tallow candles, 

Leather, boots, shoes, saddlery, . . 
Hats, 




Grain, (spirits, beer, starch), , . . . 
Wood, (including furniture, ? 
coaches, and other carriages, J 
Cordage, canvass, linseed o2, . . 
Iron, 




Various items, (snuff, silk shoes, 
wax candles, tobapco, lead, 
bricks, turpentine spirits, wool 
and cotton cards), 








Of foreign materials, 

Spirits of molawes, ...'•....«••. 

Sugar tefined, , , , . 

Chocolate, w 

Gunpowder, .* 

Brass and coDoer. 


558.000 

SO.OOO 

1.000 

105.000 
13.000 
44.000 




Medjcmal, ^ * * . 








Uncertain, 380.00C 




2.30O0.000 




225.000 
155.000 


1 0,irticles not distinguished in returns, 
Manufactured, 




9aw produce,. • 










380.000 




Dollars, 


Total, 


42.387J00f 
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(B. ) 



A Statement of the Duties collected on the Importation of 
Articles which were afterwards re-exported, without 
being entitled to Drawback. 



SPECIES OF MERCHANDISE. 


Amount of duty. 




Dollars. Ct% 


At 12§ per cent 

15 

20 !.!.!.!!!!!! !!!!!!!! 

Malmsey Madeira, ./.',[[[./',' 


588.910 75 

129.005 85 

9.S12 80 

4.208 48 


All other do \ !.!...!! 

Burgundy, ...•.'!.'.'.'.*'.'.*!!!.'.'•!!!!'! 

Sherry, 

Claret, .'.!....!!!!!!! 

Lisbon, ...!..!..!!!'! 

TeneriflTe, [^ 

AH other wine, !.!!!!!!.'!!! 

Grain spirits, 

Other spirits, !!...!! 

Molasses,. 

Beer, .. .• '[ 


5.692 

477 

3.749 60 

17.580 50 

1.262 40 

5.620 44 

47.225 44 

12.151 79 

34.284 04 

1.391 70 

1.532 48 

948 48 

13.262 58 

23.267 Sii 

9.697 

93.946 35, 

2.907 90 

106.826 47 

205 256 97 


Bohea...... 


Souchong, •..,,..•,, 

Hyson, ! . ! ! ! 

Other Green, , , 


Coffee, , 

Cocoa, , 

Brown Sugar, , , , ^ , . . , 

White, , 


Candy, * ^•..•. 

Loaf, *. 

Almonds,.. .«.•..... •.•...,.., 

Prunes, [ 

Figs, 

Raisins in jars, ; 

Another, 


. 108 21 
22 59 
422 32 
213 22 
42 02 
801 14 
326 04 


Candles, tallow, ,, 


29 46 


Wax, 


67 38 


Cheese, , 

Soap, ,...,..,.. , 


1.097 67 

5.228 06 

80 02 


Tallow, 


Mace, •.......-...;.., ,, , 


1.015 
250 
693 
3.407 60 
131.452 80 
35 56 
5.106 80 


Nutmegs, , 


Cinnamon, , , , . 


Cloves, ^ . 

Pepper, , 

Pimento, .,., 

Chinese Cassia, , , 


Carried forward, 


1.463.917 GH 
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STATEMENT, continued. 



SPECIES OF MERCHANDISE. 


Amount of duty. 




Dollars. Cu. 


Brought forward, 


1.468.917 68 


Tobacco,...,, 


7.576 68 


Snoff, 


159 ^ 


Indigo, 


1 4 687 2^ 


Cotton, , ^ ... . 


8.406 69 


Po<irdfer,Hair, !!.!'!! 


10 


Gun, .,, ,,, 


8.913 SO 


Sfcatch,., ..••••.......• . 


3 71 


Glue, 


52 28 


AVichore and sheet iron, ,, ". ,,, ,..,,.. 


7o6 72 


SAtandboop, ^- ^ 


384 77 


Nails, 


1.992 02 


Spikes, ,..,.,. 


14 26 


fiuicksilver, , 


282 12 


Oehre, yellow in oil , , 


168 ^$ 
30 25 


Dry yellow,...,,, , 


Spani^ brown,' .•..•.•••.., ^ 


SI 75 


White add red lead, :.,..... 


256 7» 


Lwd, 


2.903 19 


Cordage, tarred, , 


1.362 50 


Untarred, , , 


37 92 


Cables, ;; 


47 90 


Twine, , ..,...,. 


412 


Glauber salts...... 


688 


Saft, 


584 60 


Coal, , 


49 65 


Pried fi^ 


8.937 50 


Pickled fidi, Salmon, 


896 


Mackarel, ..,., 


1.246 20 


All other, 


1.158 40 


iottles, :.. 


477 60 


Window glass, at] 60,. •... ...•,, 


700 80 


atns, 


1 7{ 


Scgars,. ••■•••••••*••••••>•.«.•.....«•...,...,.,.., 


).328 


ioots, 


98 S5 


Shoe8,Silk, 


1.362 25 


Men and womens, , , , 


1.585 65 


Childrens, 


25 40 


C*rd8,J)laying^ 


120 


Total amount of duties on merchandise exported, not en- 
titled to drawback, ^ doUars, 




1.531^18 39 
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No. XXVI, 



The foUcming Extracts have been selected from recent Puh^ 
IkationSy as thej/ relate to some (f the Proceedings of the 
iSlocieti/ of SMB' Owrpers of Great Britain, 



Extracts from a trorfe intituled ^* A Vm^eation of the 
** Principles and Statements advanced in the Strictures 
*• of Lord Sheffield, on the Necessity of inviolably 
'* maintaining the Navigation 2aeid Colonial System of 
" Great Britain,'' Edition 1806. By the Rev. I. 
AUey. 



Innovations thus direct, contributed, in a most essen^ 
tial manner, to impair the interests of British shipping. 
The extravagant prices^ in this country, of all the necessaries 
pf life ; the weight of taxes ; the rapid advance of wages ; 
the high rate of ship's provisions and stores ; and various 
ether depressing circumstances, tended, already, sufficiently ^ 
to discourage speculation in shipping ; and it was admitted, 
that a foreign vessel might be sold in the Thames, on con- 
siderably cheaper terms than a vessel British built, of the 
same species, and same tonnage. These difficulties are of a 
permanent nature, and the rates of freight have been such 
as to affi^rd little compensation. The hire of the vessel 
should naturally have borne a due proportion to the ex- 
pences of outfit; but according to the following table, the 
freight on two great articles, for five years, ending in 1784, 
was nearly equal in sum, and much superior in value, to 
^hat which was paid in the five years, ending in J 804?. 
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Hates of Freight on Sugar and Rum.. 



DATE. 


SUGAR. 


RUM. 




s. d. 


s. d. 


1780 


8 


9 


J 


8 


9 


2 


8 


9 


. 3 


8 


9 


4 


4 


0' 


1800 


10 


1 


1 


10 


1 


2 


6 


8 


3 


5 


6 


4 


9 


10 



Under these circumstances, with all the disadvantage of 
deamess on the side of the British ship-owners, and all the 
advantages of cheapness on tl>eside of th^ foreign ; and with 
rates of freight, which, even without competition^ vrould have 
afforded in^deqt{ate compensation to the former, for the in- 
creased expences of his dutfit, the suspension of the Naviga- 
tion Acts deprived the English ship-buildel* of the protec- 
tion, which he had hitherto experienced in hk own ports. 
What was the result ? Every tide bore neutral bottoms into 
the harbours of England. Speculation in English shipping^ 
instead of bbing stimulated by the full enjoyment of the 
English market, was checked and deterred by the interven- 
tion of foreign competition; and our own naval artizans 
were, consequently^ deprived of occupation, and, in many 
instances, dispersed abroad, ip search of the employment 
which they should have found at home. 

That these statements are by no m^ans exaggerated, it 
would be abundantly easy to prove, by, a more minute re- 
ference to facts. There are now before me copies of me- 
morials, which have been presented to ministers, and of 
various letters, and other documents, which would enable 
me fully to detail the mischiefs that have been here imper- 
fectly enumerated. For more ample evidence on this sub- 
ject, however, I shall here refer but to the following ex- 
tracts from authentic papers, relative to one branch of our 
trade, furnished by merchants of unquestionable authority 
on subjects of this nature. 
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** It IS obvious to every man who has ships trading to'the port* 
in the Baltic, or the White Sea, that provisions, cordage, sails, 
masts, tar, pitch, &c. are much cheaper in them than in 
England, and wages to navigate neutral ships, is 31. lOs- 
per month, for each seaman ; and British ships are at pre- 
sent paying from 51. 5s. to 51. 10s. per month, with the 
addition of from three guineas to four for procuring them. 
By the suspension of the Navigation Act, foreign ships have 
got our trade, and the foreign seameriy which in former, wars 
manned our ships, followed it ; and th6 reason why they wilD 
sail for less wages in foreign ships than in English is, they 
are not liable to be taken by the enemies of Britain, nor im- 
pressed into her navy*. The crews of foreign ships can 
abide on board, to deliver and take in their cargoes, and 
complete their rigging for another voyage ; when a British 
ship-owner must hire riggers at six shillings per day, and 
labourers to load and discharge his cargo at five shillings per 
day. Besides, the insurance of a British ship and cargo 
will be one half more than that of a neutral in time of war j 
added to which, the British ship has a detention in getting' 
her seamen, and waiting for convoy, which time may, in 
general, be computed at one third of a Memel voyage from 
London and back. Considering, therefore, the whole oP 
the disadvantages which the British ship sails under, it mayl 
be asserted that the neutral ship, in time of war, sails under 
a protection of from 35 to 40 per cent. ; and what is stated? 
here respiecting a ship from the Baltic will hold good as to 
American ships, eiccept in cordage and sails." 

From all these circumstances, the ship-owners through- 
out the country are, at this moment, labouring under great, 
depression ; and unless the* Navigation Act in future rs 
strictly enforced, and means are adopted to put the Britisl i 
ship-owner on a level with the neutral owner, the mari- 
time interests of the country in a very few years will be 
annihilated. Indeed, in a memorial recently presente d 
to the Board of Trade by the ship-owners at Sunder- 
land, they intiiriate that many of them are apprehensive of 

• This observation is peculiarly worthy of notice. At a period wf len 
<o many of our seamen are required for our navv, it is obvious how inji iri- 
ously every measure must operate which enables the foreign seamen empio' /^ed 
in our service to find, so readily, safety and occupation in foreign botta ois. 
In 8u<;h measures there is irresistible temptation : in such temptation t]) <ete 
jU tb^ greatest mischief to EngUsk trade. . 
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ihsolvenCf, from the losses they have suMislined, by the tn-s 
provident : employment of th;eir capital in ^pfingJ* 

The o1 Jier extract whiqh I shall insert here, is selected 
from * a memorial presented in June 1801, to the Privy 
Coxincily by a great number of respectable ship-owners^ 
whose aames were subscribed, 

<< By an order of his Majesty in G)uncili dated the 21st of 
Ivlay ISOlj and issued, ostensibly, in consequence of thei 
/Nothern Cgnfederacy, it .>;^as rendered lawful, from and 
after the date of the said order, and until six wedK after tl^ 
commencement of the then next session of Parliament, to 
import into any port of the united kingdom, in foreign ships 
belonging to the subjects of any kingdom, or state, not 
•theil at war with his Majesty^ any hemp^ flax, irpn^ tal- 
low, masts, timber, square or otherwise, deals, oaiE>6tave$> 
linens, isinglass, bristlf^, a^kes, hides, masts, tar, fMtch, 
linseed, and rosin, &c,, upon pa^yment of such duties {if 
any) as were by law payable upon such articles, when im- 
ported in any foreign built ships." 

Not long, however, after this order had bew issued, th^ 
Nothern Confederacy was dissolved. Jt wasrhatural, there-* 
fore, to expect that the order should be withdrawn ; but the 
coimcil were of opinion, that it could, .not be rescinded 
without an act of parliament.; and it was, therefore^ left to 
expire by efflux of time, six weeks after the cpmrnei^^- 
mept of the ensuing session f . 

In consequence of the injmrious operation of this otd^r^ 
the memorial of which I h^ve spoken was laid , before tike 
council, and represented, amongst others, the following 
I grievances. 

" Your petitioners also beg leave to state,, that neutral 
J, ;hips are daily arriving in.great numbers, at all the ports in 
t he Baltic, in order to bring into Great Britain and Ipeland, 
xt aerchandise, Sec. which would have been brought in British 
t ottoms, but for die order before recited, and that the trade 
U ) and from Hamburgh is at presient al^iost wholly carried 
o: a in neutral vessels, to the manifest prejudice of your peti- 
ti< 3ners, and the shipping interest of Great Britain ; so that 



# 



* Vide ante, p. liii* 

f The usual words " or until further ocder" had been 4>riAkl6d im 
iopdei ; and bo remedy, therefore, was left. ' 
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% very ^eat number of British vessels are now iinemptoyed 
from the circumstances before stated." 

This statement is abundantly confirmed by particular 
facts. Scarcely had the order of council been heard of on 
the continent, when multitudes of neutral wessels were eni- 
ployed to supply the demands of Great Britain ; and the, 
following copy of a letter from the port of Riga, addressed 
to a very eminent merchant in London, may serve to show 
how much of the carrying trade of England wasj at that 
periodf assumed by foreigners. 



"^«>{if7«r^^^'' 



'* The ships which were under embargo here are daily 
leaving u^, but none are yet arrived from England. About 
440 neutral vessels, however, are already arrived here, some 
of which begin now to be at a loss for freights, owing to the 
high prices of most of our articles*." 

These vessels were in search of freights for this countiy ; 
^ndi similar ^orts ivere madcy at the same periody in the other 
ports of the Baltic. But, if the order of council, already re- 
cited, was thus injurious in its direct, it was no less mis- 
chievous in its reflex, operation. For, in proportion to the 
number of vessels which it encouraged to enter into tho^ 
trade, the demand for produce and stores was quickened, 
and the price, therefore, as above stated, enhanced; and 
the British ships, which had been detained in Russia, during 
the embargo, and which, in consequence of the order, had' 
not been chartered in sufficient time, were precluded, not 
to say more, from all the advantages of speedy freight. 

When these circumstances are considered, arid when it is 
considered also, that, at this very period, the unemployed 
-tonnage of Great Britain was thought to exceed one fourth 
of the whole tonnage of the empire, it will hot be denied 
that the ship-owners of England had some cause to com- 
plain* But let me be understood : I do not mean to con- 
^deihri the order, nor do I presume to censure the wisdom 
from which it flowed. Lord Glenbervie especially appears 
to have considered the memorial already said to havQ beea 
presented on the occasion with all that coolness and c^dour 



* The substance •£ thb letter Was stated at the time to the 
CouneU for Trade* * 
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which he Is known to possess ; and his answer to the me* 
morialists evinces a sound judgment, and a perfect know- 
ledge of the subject. I see, therefore, in that nobleman, 
too decided an attachment to the genuine maritime interests 
of thb country, to impute to him a wish unnecessarily to 
^ enforce or multiply orders hostile to the navigation laws, 
'^hich he so well understands ; and my only design, in al- 
luding to these circumstances, is to show how ez^y the sus^ 
pending powers of privy councils may divert the shipping 
and carrying trade of Britain into foreign channels; and 
how necessary it is to maintain, firmly and inviolably, that 
proud and ancient system which has so long protected and 
encouraged, in every national view, the commerce and na- 
vigation of the empire.— P. 1 1 to 20. 

From the right, then, of restriction and regulation, we 
turn to the policy of the question. It is contended, with 
an affected parade of commercial knowledge,- that the Sus- 
pending Acts of 1795, &c. have actually enlat^gedy beyond all 
former experience ^ our means of trade; have increased more than 
ever the number tf^our mercantile seamen : have more than ever 
promoted our shipping interests ; and, therefore, should be con- 
tinued, even if the peace had been likely to be permanent, 
and sailors not wanted for the defence of the country*. 
These paradoxes of temerity are sufficiently bold. I pre- 
sume to assert, nevertheless, that they are, in every instance^ 
untenable and false ; and I should scarcely msult the under- 
standing of my reader by referring to them particularly, if 
they did not lead to discussions of national import. 

Various circumstances have obviously contributed, since 
the year 1795, to increase the exports and imports of Britain; 
and with those circumstances the suspension of the naviga- 
tion laws had as obviously little to do. A revolution, in its 
nature and violence unprecedented, perhaps, in the annals 
of the world ; a consequent war extending in its effects from 
one end of Europe to the other ; and an utter derangement 
of the commerce of almost all the countries endangered by 
the contest, or engaged in it, eminently conspired to favour 
the mercantile pursuits of England f. There was no safety 
elsewhere to be found for assignment, and no market else* 



♦ Answer to Lord Sheffidd by Mr. Cock, p. 29, SOT 
f « W^ absorbed at this period," says Chalmers, ** almost all the com* 
merce of £urope.'* Estimate of comparative Strength, &c. p. 807. 
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where, which was calculated to supply the demands of thjet 
countries disturbed. To Britain, accordingly, during a cer- 
tain period, the wants of other nations looked for supply, 
and the fears of other nations brourfit their investments. 
Foreign capital was poured into the British funds ; foreign 
speculation was directed to British ports j foreign wealth wa^ 
remitted for British produce and manufacture; and, thusj| 
the commercial prosperity of this country, whatever it was^ 
resulted, not from the suspending actSy to which it has been 
attributed, but from the struggles, operations, and wants, 
of foreign necessity. 

It was not the monopoly of European trade alone that 
was thus secured* for a season, to Great Britain. We en- 
joyed, at the same time, almost the whole commerce of the 
East, together with the trade of most of the French and^V 
Dutch settlements, in the West Indies. Surinam, Berbice, 
Demerara, Essequibo, St. Lucia, Martinico, Tobago, Trini- 
dad, St. Eustatia, and, at one period, St. Domingo, addedj 
by their demands and their produce, in a degree which the 
2Minexed table will show, to the trade and affluence of 
England ; and this country, whether the navigation laws had 
teen suspended or hoty would have, alike been rendered the 
mart of all those great East and West India articles, which t 
have become so connected with- the enjoyments, and so er» ^ 
sential to |lie wants of Europe. 

An ACCOUNT of the Quantity of Sugar, Rum, Coife, and 
Cotton, imported into Great Britain from the Colonies of Suri- 
nam, Berbice, Demerara, and Essequibo; as also from the 
Islands of Martinico, St. Lucia, Tobago, Trinidad, and St. 
Eustatia, for Three Years previous to January 1st, 1802, as 
far as the same can be made up, distinguishing each Year. 



YEARS 


SUGAR. 


RUM. 


COFFEE. 


COTTON. 


1799 


Own qr. lbs. 
517,296 1 5 


Galtont. 
276,068 


Cwt qn. lbs. 

80,774 1 21 


lbs. 
6,030,299 


18C0 


465,043 016 


295,885 


232,105 13 


10,740,620 


1801 


753,376 1 25 446,641 


359,761 3 4 


11,959,612 



Inspector General's Office, Custom-house, 
Ivondon, 13 April, 1802. 

WILLIAM IRVING, Inspcctor-General of the 
Imports and Exports of Great Britain. 
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The suspending acts, therefore, can, at best, be said to hav^ 
afforded, amid all the ivils which they produced^ some facility of 
carriage from the nations with which wewere at war. But, even 
in this contracted view, they were, probably, of little ultimate 
use. The commodities of the nations at war would, sooner 
or later, have found their way to the British ports, if the sus- 
pension had never been permitted to exist, because, I repeat • 
It, in Britain alone were to be found safety for consigmxient| 
and a reasonable certainty of sale; and the suspension, con- 
sequently, it might be almost swd, was effectual only in de- 
priving England of a considerable portion of that very tradcji 
which is most intimately connected with her best commer- 
cial and political interests*. 

The fact is, in a great degree, flowed, where we should 
expect it would be most earnestly resisted or denied. " I 
fuUy admit," says the writer lately quoted f , ** that a very 
considerable increase of American shipping in the British carrying 
tradi* (and, consequently, a very considerable diminution ii^ 
British shipping,) " resulted from the actsi^ and ** I am by 
no means insensible that the shipping inter est f of England have 
a right to complain that cargoes which, under the acts in ques- 
tion, might be imported m a neutral vessel, could not be 
imported in a British ship ; and that the former was excepted 
from a duty to which the latter was liable $." These ad- 
missions, uttered by a writer who is the most professed 
panegyrist of suspension, will be considered both as strong and 
strange. But « what shall we say, when we find that his for- 
getfulness of what he had admitted is yet more curious 
than the admission itself; and when we hear him maintain, 
notwithstanding the nuschiefs which he had taken pains to 
state, that ** the alledged objections to the acts,** the di- 
minution of the carrying trade and the losses of the ship- 
builders and ship-owners of the country, ^* are totally ^xomA^ 
lessor \ 

To fortify the last opinion against the first, he produces 
an immense table, which, as far as is necessary to this argu- 
ment, is here annexed. 

♦ The carrying trade. f Mr, Cock. 

I Cock, p. 50—55. ^ 5 Ibid. p. 55, 
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On this table the author relies, with implicit confidences 
for a victorious defepce of the suspension acts of 1 795, &c» 
and of the general principles of suspension ; and he proceeds 
to deduce the inferences already mentioned, with all the 
zeal of anticipated triumph. " In the latter of the periods 
here specified (1799, 1800, I SO I) ^ our ships and tonnage were 
GREATER than in the former (1790, 1791, 1792), our own 
earriers at the same time were fully occupied^: ' out shipping 

# Cock, p. 27, 29, 35, &c. 
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sntefisi'was MO&E than ever Promoted ; and our mercantile saihrs 
MORE numerous than ever. And ** it might, therefore^ 
have reasonably been presumed, that Britain would " con- 
tinue," by suspending the acts of navigation, ** not only to 
allow, but to encourage such a beneficial traffic, even if the 
peace had been likely to be permanent ^ and sailors not to be wanted 
for the defence (fthe country*. ^^ 

By these evidences and inferences he fancies the inutility 
and folly are sufficiently demonstrated of what he scoffingly 
and ignorantly terms "the rules of the 17th centuryf;* 
and, as he has chosen his own mode and his ofivH periods for his 
calculations, he has availed himself, it will be supposed, of 
every means in his power, to stl'engthen and sustain his 
opinions. If, therefore, his arguments shall be found to be 
very suicides ; and, if in his own statements exist his own re- 
futation, what is the public to conclude ? 

Now, it appears from the table produced, that, instead 
of the great augmentation of which he speaks, there was a 

freat comparative decline, in the shipping and tonnage of 
ngland actuaUy employed, during the very period when 
the acts of suspension were in the fullest operation. Ac- 
cording to that table, ** the number of British vessels, out- 
ward and inward bound, in the several ports of Great Bri- 
tain,'' at the difiPerent periods selected for the calculation^ 
may be stated as foUqwst : 

Vean. ' ^ British Veasek. 

1790 Navif^ation Laws in force « « • • 24,701 
1799 Navigation Laws suspended • - •* 21y642 

Decrease of British Ships under suspending system 3}059 



• Wem, p. 99, 35. 

\ Idem, p. w32. The great principle of the navigation laws was derived 
from the early wisdom of the Italian republics, and was introduced into our 
maritime code in the vear 1381, by the law which declares, that ** none of 
the king's subjects shall carry fortn, or bring in, merchandise, but only in 
ships of the king's allegiance.*' See 5 Richard II. ch. 3. 6 Rich. ch. 8. it 
is singular that the famous law should have been passed in the same reign 
which declares, ** that alj the king's subjects may carry corn out of the 
realm when they will.** 1 7 Rich. U. ch. 7. 

X It must be recollected that I argue solely on facts stated by Mr. Cock, 
and that I do not make myself answeraole for the accuracy of his 
assertions* 
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Yem. ' BriUskVe«e1«. 

1790 1 

1791 ^Navigation Laws in force . - » . 76,630 

1792 ) 
17P9 
1800, 
1801 



35 J 

9 1 

0, >Navigation Laws suspended • • . 64,633 

1 3 



Decrease of British Ships under suspending system 11,997 

I look to the table again^ and I find that while the num* 
ber of British vessels, inward and outwarJd bound, in the 
ports of Great Britain, thus declined, that of foreign vesseb 
proportionally increased. The statement is as follows : 

Foreign Vessels inward and outward bound, SfC. 

Yean. Foreign Vessels; 

1790 Navigation Laws in force . - - • 3i461 
1799 Navigation Laws suspended - - • 5,404 

Increase of Foreign Vessels under suspending system 1,953 

1790 ) 

1791 > Navigation Laws in force - - - ^ 11,058 
1795 3 . 

1799 ) • 

1800 > Navigation Laws suspended • « • 26,932 

1801 ) ■ 
Increase of Foreign Vessels under suspending system 15,674 

In this manner the shipping of England, occupied in the 
British ports, declined, and the foreign shipping, occupied 
ill the British ports, increased, under the operation of those 
acts of suspension which have been so much extolled, as 
promoting the interests of British shipping, and increasing the 
number of British seamen* 

But this subject demands farther consideration. At the 
close of the year 1792, " the number of prize ships, which 
had been registered in England, and appeared tQ be in ex- 
istence, was 601 ; and the number in the year 1801 was 
2779*/* If, then, we deduct these numbers and quantities, 
in their order, from the number and quantity of the British 
vessels^ stated to have been inward and outward botmd^ &c. 



• I still follow the tables of Mr. Cock. 
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& each of the years above mentioned, it will be evident^ 
that the number of British built vessels, so bound, in the 
year 1792, was 25,320, and that the number of Brkish 
huilt vessels so bound in 1801, was 17,850 ; that is, the num- 
ber of vessels British builty which is stated to have been em- 
ployed in one year, under the boasted influence of the sus- 
pended acts, was less than the number employed in one year, 
imder the protection of the navigation and colonial system, 
by 7,470 vessels*. 

I shall make but one observation more on this, to the 
shipping interest of Great Britain, most important subject. 
From the causes which have been assigned (the events ac- 
companying, or resulting from, the French revolution), the 
Talue of the imports and exports of Great Britain, for the 
three years f ending in 1801, exceeded those of Ae three 
years ending in 1792, to aipount of «£30,753,620. If, there^ 
tore, the counteracting influence of suspension had not been 
called forth, would not the shipping trade of England have 
augmented in the same proportion r would not the British 
ship^builder have been ready to exert himself to meet the 
increased demand, and the British carrier to benefit by the 
Occasion ? And if, on the contrary, the carrying rrade was 
greatly contracted ; if the ship-builder was, in many in- 
stances, impoverished by the specuhitions ; if British vessels 
of considerable value were left, from want of employment, to 
rot in port; and this, too, at the very period when the 
exports and imports of Britain had increased as above stated, 
and when the foreign tonnage employed in the British ser- 
vice was, as is admitted, more than doubledX j" there is, surely, 
but little reason to extol those relaxations of our maritime 
systems, which have produced with such rapidity such mis- 
chievous effects. 



* The whole number of^^ritish vessels said to be employed ia 

the year 1793, for instance, was .... - 25,921 
Of this number the registered /r/z^ Ships amounted to - 601 

The remainder, therefore, 25,820 
was the number of British built vessel;, &c^ 

f See the 1st and 2d Vols, of Cobbett*s Political Re^ster for aevend 
documents on this subject. * 



I Mr. Cock's Answer to Lord Sheffield. 
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That many vessels were built in the British ports, in tlie 
years 1799, 1800, and 1801, I mean not to deny. The 
opportunities of extending the trade of England having in- 
creased, the British ship-builder speculated for the moment^ 
and several vessels were accordingly built. These vessels, 
however, were found, in the various cases, to be supernu- 
merary and superfluous. The Commercial Marine of Eng- 
land may have appeared to advance^ but we have seen that 
the number of British vessels actually employed considerably 
deMned; and the preceding statements abundantly testify, 
that a shipping numerically extended may be easily rendered^ 
by the policy of suspending acts, very different from a ^v^ 
-ping profitably employed*. 

These speculations, indeed, in ship-building were worsef 
than idle. Merely to build vessels, in the moment of enter- 
prise, is not always to afford a proof of the prosperity of 
the trade of ship-building ; and, »in the present instance^ 
capital was hastily iand wildly lavished without profit and 
without return. Many British vessels remained imemployed, 
not merely at home, but in foreign portsf ; and it was soon 
discovered that the carrying trade, which is ooce lost, is not 
so speedily to be regained ; that the enterprise of the ship- 
builder, unprotected by the navigation laws, may destroy 
the individual, but not benefit the nation ; and that to open, 
the British \ports, by acts of suspension, to the vessels of 
foreigners, is, in a very alarming degree,, to close them 
against our own. 

Under these circumstances I lament to add, that mul- 
titudes of our sailors were dispersed abroad, from want of 
sufficient employment at home. They turned for bread to 
iany nation that would pay them ; and it is even said, that, 
in six months, from the period of the signature of the pre- 
liminaries of peace, in the year 1801, they migrated to the 
number of nearly ten thousand, to America and France J* 



' • I refer to the table so often quoted. 

f Above 60 vessels, I am informed, remained unemployed in the 
port of Lisbon, and similar accounts were received from other ports.— 
See also the case of the owners oi British ships lent to the Dutch. 

+ The fact, at kast, was stated in a letter, which I have seen, t* 
a gentleman in a highly confidential situation; and an offer was made, at 
the same time, to substantiate the fact by proof. 

[Gg] 
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On a dispersion of this nature^ a dispersion of those 
brave men who had contributed to the preservation of the 
empire, I shall not comment ; but it should not be forgotten, 
that they who are thus driven abroad are generally lost 
to their country for ever, and are so scattered among the 
vessels of the nations which employ them, and not im- 
frequently of our enemies, as to have little left but t0 
remain and to obey. — ^Page 4* to 56. 
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No. XXVII. 



Extracts from a Work * intituled-^^^ Remarks on the probable Con* 
duct of Russia and France towards this Country ^ also on the 
Necessity of Great Bntain becoming independent of the Northern 
Powers for her Naval Supplies, arid recommending (as the only 
Means qf attaining that most important Object), the Encouragement 
of the British Shipping Interest, and the Cultivation of Naval 
Stores in Upper awi Lower Canada, ^c/'— -Edition 1805^ 

But far distant, we hope, is the day, when our nav^ 
pre-twiinence will be obliged to strike its colours to our 
enemy ; for the privileges we enjoy at sea are the very life, 
and soul of our naval superiority, skill, and discipline, the 
great stimulus to the heroic actions of our brave tars, and 
the! fundamental principle of all our greatness. Destroy 
them, and then indeed will the Sun of Britain be set- 
never ta rise again. Let us ther-efore rally round the great 
pillar of the State, and let us not be trifling away our time 
in party squabbles and dissensions, but unite with one hand 
and heart in adopting the best means to support our hitherto 
invincible Navy, and to defy the united attacks of our most 
malicious and inveterate foes. 

Having thus far shewn that the great aim both of France 
and Russia, as well as every other naval power in their in- 
terest, is not only to rival but destroy our naval dominion, 
the object ef these remarks will now resolve itself into two 
distinct heads — First, the necessity of alleviating the op- 
pressed state of the British Shipping Interest, and encourag- 
ing by every possible means the carrying trade of this coun- 
try. Secondly, supplying the navy with stores from our own 
Colonies and other parts of the British Empire, in order to 
render ourselves independent of the Northern Powers. Pre- 
vious, however, to any observation on the first point, it may 

* The name of the author of this Tract is unknown. 
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perhaps be not unnecessary for the clearer elucidation of the 
subject to lay before our readers an extract from the minutes 
of the proceedings at a general meeting of the Society of 
Ship-owners of Great Britain, held at the London Tavern, 
on Thursday the 22d day of March, 1804*. 

It must appear to every unprejudiced mind, on viewing 
the preceding report of the Committee of Ship-owners, how 
very beneficial their exertions and enquirie's must prove to 
the general interests of British shipping j and that very im- 
portant objects have not only already been investigated by 
them, but that many, equally momentous, still remain to be 
enquired into. Great praise is due to the Society for their in- 
dehitigable exertions to overcome the prejudices of certain iw- 
terested individuals, as well as recommending to his Majesty's 
Ministers the repealing of many obnoxious and oppressive 
duties which, though but of trilling consideration to the re- 
venue, is a most material object to the Shipping Interest in 
. Its present depreciated state. — ^^ The Committee," say they, 
*^ forbear commenting on the present depressed state of the 
Shipping Interest and the causes which have occasioned it, 
because they are already too obvious to need enumeration*" 
These causes are evidently the oj^ressive taxes for various 
purposes, which have hitherto and still Continue to burthen 
the British Shipping; and it is a lamentable fact that, from 
those causes, the freights for our ships become so extravagant, 
that the merchants naturally enough employ neutral foreign- 
ers, so that our vessels, excepting coasters and those for the 
colonies, remain in the river unemployed, till at length the 
owner, despairing of their being taken up, sells them to the 
ship-breakers, while, at the same time, foreign vessels in 
great numbers are daily bringing and carrying away freights 
to an enormous extent. 

Every man concerned with shipping confesses, that it is at 
present a most ruinous concern, and will not pay the insu- 
rance; few ships are building in the River, except for Govern- 
ment, but numbers are daily broken up ; and so profitable 
is the latter employ, that new ship-breakers are starting up 
every day, and lining their wharfs alongshore with the wrecks 
of our commercial Marine. It being a much safer venture 
to ?* turn the penny" upon copper bolts, fastenings, old 

* Vide Report of the Committee of Ship-owners for the port of JjOndoVi' 
Ante page xciif qvhich this writer inserts at length in his wo^k. 
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iroii) knees, planks, timber, &c. than upGi> cargoes of mer^ 
chandise, coals, or timber, while subject to heavy duties, 
insurance, damages, and a variety of losses. Thus our 
Mediterranean, Levant, East Country, and other trades 
that train our seamen, are rapidly on the decliney and will, ere 
long, be totally lost, unless some measures are speedily 
adopted to enable our Ship-owners to navigate their vessels 
upon an equal footing with foreigners. 

Another evil of the greatest magnitude likewise attends 
the depreciation of these trades, which is the " emigration 
of many brave native seamen, who are either now in the 
employ of America, or in the service of the enemy ;" not 
that we can suppose there are any great number of our sea- 
men in the enemy's fighting ships, although every induce- 
ment is held out by Napoleon to make them enter his ser- 
vice ; but there are no doubt many in their merchants* ser- 
vice, and neither is that service so despicable as this country 
endeavours to represent it; for notwithstanding our vast 
superiority at sea, they still contrive to carry on a consider- 
able traffic in different parts of Europe, especially in the 
Mediterranean ; and it is a fact, that no less than 200 mer- 
chant vessels entered the port of Bourdeaux in the course 
of one of the last months; the greatest part of which were 
French. But if the number in the enemy's service is upon 
the whole inconsiderable, and which, for the honour of 
British seamen, we hope is the case ; yet we much fear that 
their numbers are great in the American service, particularly 
as it is difficult to distinguish one from the other ; and in se- 
veral instances we have known of English sailors being im- 
pressed in the river, but were discharged under the idea of 
their being Americans, particularly if they happened to have 
an American pass, which is not difficult to procure if they 
have been a voyage to that country. It is therefore evi- 
dent, that the depreciation of our .shipping not only im- 
poverishes the nation, but destroys the nursery of our 
finest seamen on whom we depend for the protection of the 
Empire. 

The next important object pointed out by the Committee, 
/and which they fortunately attained, was the exemption 
from the Bell Roqk Light-house Duties, which would have 
produced upwards of of 10,000 per Ann. to that Light- 
house) and this enormous tax too would have been levied 
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entirely on the Baltic trade*, although that very trade to the 
Baltic and East Country is more rapidly felling off than any 
other, except the Mediterranean. But thanks to the Com- 
mittee for their timely interference, which happily relieved 
the most important branch of our Shipping Interest from such 
an impolitic and oppressive tax. Can Ministers suppose that 
our Merchants and Ship-owners will be able much longer to 
withstand such exorbitant imposts ? Can they think it pos- 
sible that men will continue to send their ships to sea at a 
certain loss i For such is now, with very few exceptions^ 
the case. It is astonishing that men of sense, and of more 
than ordinary abilities, will continue so blind to the interests 
of their country, and at a time too when they are calling 
forth all its resources, yet they still will neglect and im- 
poverish one of its most productive and important supplies. 

• The Duty proposed to be levied, by the Bell Rock Lij^ht-house biU in 
1803, upon all British Ships crossing the Line qf the Ijatititke of the intended^ 
Ltghi'housc, altho* it would not have been in the Track of any Ship comings 
from or sailing to the Baltic v?hich theretofore had never paid any Lights to 
the Northward of the Spurn^was one penny halfpenny per Ton out, and 
the like Duty home : and on Foreign Ships threepence per Ton out, and three- 
pence per Ton home: and the Tohnage of British and Foreign Ships clearing out- 
wards and entering inwards to and from Great Britain, in 18pl> to the BaUic 
and other Places mentioned in the Bill, were as follows, viz. 
British Ship^ inwards 845,315 
I otdwards i59,ll3 

Tons 604,428 at i}d. per Ton is £^777 : 13 '. « 

Foreign Ships imoards 377,38(5 
■ J outwards 440^244 



Tons 817,630 at 3d. per Ton is £10,220 : 7 •* 1 

Amount of Lights Dues on the above Tonnage ? £l3,9g8 : O ; 7 
if the Bill had passed as originally proposed. J 



This calculation is on the aggregate Tonnage of 1801, including all the Ships 
and their repeated Voyages to the above Places : therefore it is calculated on 
the British Ships at ijd. perTon instead of 3d. per Ton, and on the Foreign Ships 
at 3d. per Ton instead of 6d. per Ton— and which was made at the particular 
request of the late Sir William PuUeriey, who introduced the Bill, and who 
was well satisfied with the propriety of the Exemption claimed by the Com- 
mittte for Ships employed in the BaUic Trade, &c. which he agreed to and 
which was inserted in the Act, viz. — " Provided also, and it is hereby fiir- 
*' ther enacted and declared, that nothing in this Act contained shall extend 
*< or be construed to extend to subject or charge any Ship or Vessel trading to 
** or from that part of Great Britain called England, to the Baltic, Denmark, 
■* Sweden, or Norway, or to any. of those Countries, or to or from any of 
«* them to Ireland when going South about, to or with the Payment of any 
<< of the Rates or Duties of Tonnage by this Act imposed, bat that aU such 
»« Ships so trading shall be wholly freed, &c." 
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On another subject also, the Committee say, they are 
soiry to observe, that the Lords Comimittee of Trade have 
refused to make any alteration in the regulations of the 
Commissioners of the Customs. As we are unacquainted 
with their Lordships' reasons for such refusal, it would be 
improper to make any remarks thereon ; but it is to be hoped 
that no prejudice agamst innovation, or partiality in favour 
of ancient usage, should deter them from rendering so im- 
portant a service to the shipping interest. 

The next objects to which the Committee direct our at- 
tention are, the several duties which have arisen out of the 
Act for the Improvement of the Port of London, passed in. 
the year 1799; of these they have obtained an exemption 
from a small part, about .f^OOO per Annunty which was 
levied on vessels entering inwards or clearing outwards from 
the Port of London, in ballast*. While we deprecate the 
whole system df taxation with which the Shipping Interest 
is burthened, we must, in a still more forcible manner, de- 
precate and abhor the enormous dues levied on every 
vessel arriving in the Port of London, contrary to the 
practice or necessities of our other ports. These taxes have 
chiefly arisen out of the before-mentioned Act, which was 
passed for the purposed of making Docks for West India 
shipping, and a canal in the Isle or Dogs; the latter was to 
prevent th6 great injury which frequently happened to ship- 
ping in the circuitous and dangerous passage round tli^t 
place. The Act at the same time created an establishment 
of Harbour Masters, who were to regulate the shipping and 
keep the navigation of the river clear and open, which had 
hitherto been in a very dangerous state, for though almost 
every petty harbour in Europe has some officer to regulate it, 
yet the Port of London, reckoned the largest in the world 
for commerce, had not till this period any officer to regulate 
its shipping and navigation, unless the Water Bailiff may 
be •so called, but his cupacity was better adapted to the 
seizing of unlawful nets, and picking up whaifs and strays, 
than regulating the mooring of ships. 



• Total Tonnage of British and Foreign Ships in ballast entering inwards and 
clearing outwards from and to Foreign ports tVom the port of London between 
the sthof Jannuary 1802, and the 5th of January 1803, viz. 183,448 Tons 
the several Duties on which under the Act referred to was mly £i60i 2 7$ 
and there maindcj: of the sum above xncntiQoed were Custom-house fees and 
Brokerage, 
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The duties collected under this Act for the before-meil- 
tioned purposes, we have been informed, amount to more 
than £^,000 per Annum. Out of this large sum we find 
the Society has been able to procure an exemption from Four 
'Thousand Pounds only. The West India Dock Proprietors 
having a capital of their own, very little if any of that sum 
could be appropriated to that extensive concern. The prin-^ 
cipal part therefore of those duties were entirely applicable 
to various improvements of the Port, under the direction of 
the Corporation of London. 

With respect to the West India Docks, we shall only 
remark upon them as they affect the Shipping Interest in the 
Port of London. The Society of Ship Owners observe — 
** that from the explanations recently given by the DirectorSy they 
nvere lead to believey that the many inconveniences which hadariserij 
from several of the regulatisns adopted at the West India Docks y 
nvould in future be avoided J** What those inconveniences are 
the Committee do not say ; but, besides the very general 
disgust that pervades the Captains, Officers, and Seamen, 
belonging to West India Ships, in consequence of tlie se- 
verity of the Dock Regulations, a more important grievance 
presents itself — a grievance that goes very near, if not shortly 
checked, to annihilate, bad as it is, even our West India 
nursery for seamen: as soon as a ship enters the Docks, no 
person whatever is allowed to remain on board ; masters are 
consequently under the necessity either of taking their 
apprentices to their own houses, which is generally very in- 
convenient, or else boarding them out at a very great ex- 
pence, whereas, if the ship was lying in the river, they could 
remain on board for a mere trifle. This vast inconvenience 
has now so much discouraged the owners and masters of 
ships from taking apprentices, that they will rather trust to 
the chance of procuring foreigners and others to navigate 
their ships than be at the expence of maintaining tiem 
ashore. The grievance of such harsh regulations, and im- 
policv of suffermg them to continue, are so very obvious, 
that It is needless to make any further remarks on them ; we 
Can only hope that they will soon be removed, either by the 
Directors ox that Company or by the strong arm of Govern- 
ment. 

Whether the West India Docks are beneficial to the Port 
of London is another point of consideration ; they may pos- 
sibly be so in some instances, but we believe they will be 
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fefund to be more' htrrtful than otherwise. Innovtitions 
eught very carefully to be admitted, we have heard of an 
iron bridge with only one arch, to be substituted for Lon- 
don Bridge, &c. and a thousand other schemes which would 
produce no other effect than distressing our traders, imped- 
iBg the commerce of the Country, and loading our Shipping 
with taxes to defray the enormous expences attending the ex- 
ecjution of such wild projects. If money is so very plentiful, 
there are numerous other plans which might be adopted for 
facilitating commerce than those proposed, but we are of 
ppinioD that the shipping Interest of this Country is already 
too much burthened with imposts to allow of any further 
additicm to what it at present bears. It is the support of the 
coHBtry 5 and experiments of every kind which tend to op- 
press it ought carefully to be avoided : foreigners already trade 
nmth more advantage than ive do^ it is therefore our interest to 
decrease its burthens, and enable it to trade with equal 
profit and success v but while our Shipping are obliged to 
support the expences attending Canals, Docks, and other 
schemes, besides various duties in aid of the necessities of 
the State, it is impossible that our shipping can ever trade 
upon equal terms with foreigners \ and in the course of a 
few years we shall find that they ivi/I ultimately engross the 
%vhole<jf oitr carrying trade. 

If Ministers conceive that the Tonnage Duty is necessary, 
they should at the same time be very scrupulous in suffering , 
our shipping to the burthened with taxes for the support of 
ignorant schemes and experiments which tend only to fatten 
a few interested individuals, while they distress most severely, 
the public interest. Docks have been said to save our Mer- 
chants a great sum, merely from the prevention" of plunder 
in various articles. This may be allowed in part> but we 
are not willing to allow it to the extent supposed. But what 
is the phmder of a part of the Merchants' property, even 
snpposing it to be equal to their calculation, when put in 
competition with the annihilation of our naval pre-eminence ? 
For though we may possess abundance of ships, yet if we 
cannot procure men to man them, our navy is of very little 
service to us ; and it is clear to every one at all acquainted 
with the subject, that Wet Docks, upon the plan of those in 
the Isle of Dogs and at Blackwall, are*highly injurious to the 
nursery of seamen* 

With regard to other alterati^ons or improvements in the 

[Hh] 
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Port of Iiondon wc have very little to observe; we leave it. 
to those in whose hands the power of carrying them into exe- 
cution b placed, how far such may be necessary or condu- 
cive to the prosperity of Comnierce ; we wish it was in our 
power to commend their abilities or economy, but that we 
understand will very shortly become the subject of an enquiry 
before the House of Commons, many Members of which 
begin to feel the necessity of strictly examining the expendi- 
ture of money drawn from the Shipping Interest of this 
Country. They now perceive the rapid decay of British sbip-^, 
ping, and that foreigners are rapidly usurping the carrying- 
trade of Great Britain ; and while the latter can carry goods 
for a less sum than Britbh ships, even British as well as 
foreign merchants will employ them in preference to our own 
ships. 

It appears even by the Report of the Society of Ship 
Owners, respecting the Bell*Rock Light-hovse Dues, how 
very neglectful we must have been to the interests of British 
Shipping, when we could allow above ^f 10,000. per Annum to 
be levied on the Baltic trade for a purpose that was ultimately^ 
dispensed with. It is indeed sincerely to be wished, that the 
Legislature would clearly see the benefits and advantage this 
country must derive from a proper attention to its Shipping In- 
terest, and from cultivating the immense resources we possess 
to increase the number of our ships and seamen, without 
whom this countj^r will never be able to counteract the machi- 
nations of her most inveterate and eternal foes. 

It is indeed full time that some notice should be taken of 
this great expenditure, particularly as it is drawn from the 
Shipping interest, which unfortunately is now in a state that 
requires the utmost exertion of Ministers to support, instead 
of adding to its distresses. It is at the same time requisite 
that the merchants and owners of British shipping, who are 
now labouring under such heavy burthens, should know in 
what manner, and for what purpose such large sums of money 
coming from their pockets are applied, in order to prevent 
their being expended in childish experiments and unnecessary 
contracts. It is also necessary that Government should 
•^ watch with the niost scrutinising eye the application of so 
large a revenue arising from the very vitals of the Country," 
for if duty upon duty is to be laid on British shipping with- 
out consulting the interests of the Owner and merchants, and 
if the money arising from those duties is suffered to be indis- 
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criminatel^ applied in the prosecution of ignorant scheme* 
and experiments, who can be surprised tliat our ships are 
empty> and are daily having brooms stuck up at their mast 
heads for sale ? Who can be surprised that vessels of every 
description should prefer discharging at Bristol ^ Liverpool y and 
athir portSi to the Port of London? Who then can blame the 
Foreigners from taking advantage of the burthens that distress 
our shipping, and carrying away the trade of this country? Who 
can say where this abuse will end, or what will ere long be 
the state to which these oppressions will reduce the Naval 
Power of Great Britain ? 

: The depreciated state of our Commercial Marine, on 
which principally depends the existence of our Naval superir 
ority, has unavoidably led us into rather more detail than was 
originally intended; but the necessity of elucidating the causes 
of such depression, and pointing out the urgency of speedily 
removing tnem, will, we hope, excuse us for having availed 
ourselves so often of the opinions of others, in ordef to sub- 
stantiate our arguments on this most important subject. It 
is of the last importance that British shipping should trade on 
equal terms with those of other powers, and that every en- 
couragement should be afforded by the legislature for that 
purpose; but so long as It continues to be burthened with 
Tonnage, Convoy, Port Duties, ^nd Insurance, Taxes for 
Docks, Canals, Tunnels, and a thousand other schemes, it 
will continue to drag on a miserable existence, till eVen the 
profitable concern of ship-breaking shall be no more. 

The Committee of the Society of Ship Owners observe, 
that their investigations have been influenced by no other mo- 
tive than a due sense of justice to their Country, and to them- 
selves ; a high sentiment of the national importance of the 
Shipping interest, and the remembrance that to it is to be attri- 
buted the glory and greatness of the British Empire. This 
we sincerely believe, and so must every impartial man who has 
read their report. It is also true indeed, that to the Shipping 
Interest is to be attributed the glorj and greatness of the 
British Empire. It disperses over the whole world the pro- 
duce of British industry, it rears and cherishes our brave de- 
fenders, it gives us a superiority and power which other na- 
tions do not possess, and it assists, by a considerable revenue, 
in relieving the necessities of the $tate. It must consequently 
appear evident, that the less this most essential part of our 
strength and resources^ which we may call the stamina of our 
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Cotttitiji 16 burthencd with taxes, the more prospeious and 
powerful it will become; not that we recommend tverj im* 
po6t and duty to be taken off, but only such as are applied to 
frivolous and almost unnecessary purposes, whidi, from want 
of proper direction, are likely to continue as permanent taxes9 
diough otherwise their duration was intended to hare been 
confined to short periods. We have also shewn, diat many 
grievances of a different nature continue to exist, and greatl^ 
retards, if not destroys the prosperity of our shipping ; to 
these we wish likewise to direct the attention of Gk>veni* 
ment, as the principal means by which we can become iiide« 
pende;nt, not only of the Northern^ but of all the other powers 
m Europe. 

It will probably be recollected by some of our readers, 
Aat about a twelvemonth ago, two letters* appeared in The 
Morning Chronicle on the subject of East India shij^ing; these 
were rfterwards published by the Proprietors* of India Pro- 
perty, and (as the writer observes in his secoiid letter), pro- 
duced a sensation in every quarter v(4iich he trusted woiddbe 
attended with the happiest effects ; not that he imputed that 
setisatipn to any exertion of his own powers, but to that hold 
which undisputed truths will naturally take of the feelmgs o£ 
men, when conveyed even in the plainest language* These 
truths which he ventured to lay before the public, and which he 
asserts to be undisputed, are nothing less than the aholute hss 
of Sifcty^tght thousand: Pounds to the owners (f one East India 
ship of Eight Hundred Tonsy after she had been six voy- 
ages to sea. This loss he clearly displays, by a very accurate 
and convincing statement of every voyage, and which has 
hitherto been confuted by no one. If, therefore, such is the 
immense loss on a description of shipping which possess 
greater advantages than any other part of our mercantile 
marine, can the present distressed state of the British Ship- 
ping Interest be wondered at ? Surely if this is not an exs^<* 
gerated estimate of East India depreciation, our Commerce and 
Navy must be in a mo^t alarming situation, and we must not 
only tremble for our Empire in the East, but also for that in 
the West ; and what is of greater consequence than either, 
for the very existence of Great Britain and Ireland. 

In support of our arguments on British shipping, we 
might bring forward numberless letters that have appeared in 

♦ Vide |)08r No. x^viu* 
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Att public prints on that subject; but as that wouM be ^eviat- 
ii^ too much from the intention of this Pamphlet, we AM. 
6nly notice the observations of one of those writers, whose 
arguments on the Suspension of Navigation Laws are so per- 
tinent and convincing that we hope they will be a sufiictent 
apology for its insertion :^— * In reviewing this very important 
subject, it is necessary to look back to the early periods of 
Dur History ; from them we shall learn tJie high value our 
ancestors set upon the Shipping Interest of the country. 
From the infancy of our trade, it was fostered by them with 
the greatest care and attention, by enacting at different periods 
of time a series of wise and sdutary regulations calle4 the 
Navigation Laws, for the express purpose of preser\'ing to 
British ships (under certain conditions) sundry portions of 
t)ur trade with foreign countries, together with the whole of 
our coasting and colonial trade. The great benefits which 
have resultedfrom this wise system are too obvious to require 
a detail; it is sufficient to observe, that it has encreased the 
health and naval strengdi of old England to a high pitch of 
prosperity and power, and placed it in the most distinguished 
and pre-eminent situation as a great and maritime nation. 
Happy would it be for us— happy for our posterity, to main- 
tain the glorious result unimpaired; but alas! it is already 
obscured with threatening clouds ! From the inattention and 
indifference which is now shewn to these invaluable Laws of 
Navigation ; and from t\it\r frequent suspension, on the most 
•weak and frivolous pretexts r the most serious inconveniencies 
have ensued to the Shipping interest of Great Britain, which, 
if not remedied, will soon be felt by the whole country, by 
extending their fatal effects to the British Navy, in the 
destruction of its natural resources of men and money, which 
have hitherto arisen, "and must still be supported, by means 
of our carrying trade,' 

* To avert a calamity which threatened our existence as 
a powerful maritime state, many Ship Owners, residing in 
the principal sea- ports of the kingdom, in the year 1802, 
formed themselves into a Society, for the purpose of promoting 
the interest of British shippings and of preventing, by their 
united efforts, any infringement of a body of laws which had 
stood the test and experience of ages, in raising their Country 
to a state of prosperity and greatness unrivalled by surround- 
ing nations, it is, however, a lamentable fact, that hitherto 
all their endeavours have proved ineffectual, for they have 
failed in their attempts to impress conviction m the minds of 
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the king's ministers of the necessity which exists, consistent 
with the welfare of our country, ef preserving entire and 
unbroken a system of Laws> which had -been founded and 
reared by the policy and wisdom of our wise and patriotic 
ancestors. Nay from this powerful quarter, I am sorry to 
observe, there is not any reasonable p«x)f;pect of support or 
assistance in their laudable exertions, a leading Member of 
the present administration having declared — * That, however 
wise and salutary the Navigation Laws might have been in 
the infancy of our commerce, he did not perceive the efficacy 
of them at present, and the necessity of strictly adhering to 
their original provisions ' — But surely this opinion ought to 
be reversed, and read thus — * That, however wise and salutary 
the Navigation Laws might have been in the infancy of our 
commerce, they are become now more imperatively so, not 
only from the amazing and alarming encrease of foreign ship- 
ping, but likewise from the heavy expences afid^duties at pre- 
sent imposed on British shipping;' for it is evident that in the 
first essays of trade, the competition between us and other 
maritime states depended on the respective exertions which 
each made in industry and good management. Our ships 
were not then fettered with heavy duties, which have since 
been imposed on them from the exigencies of the state, and 
which our rivals in trade do not bear in the same propor- 
tion.' 

* British ships now stand charged with heavy duties on 
every article necessary to their equipment, amounting to 
upwards of sevc n per cent* on their whole value, exclusive of 
a double duty on' their gross tonnage; the first is permanent, 
the other is now denominated a Jf^ar Tax, although it origin- 
cted during what was termed a profound peace *. Added to 
these burthens, they have to contend with the high price of 
provisions, great wages, and ^ar premiums of insurance. 
Under all these disadvantages united, is it a matter of wonder 
that British Ship Owners are no longer able to continue the 
contest with their rivals at the same rate of freight? Compare 
their situation with the ships of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 
and Prussia : naval stores are the original produce of those 
countries ; they are not burthened with heavy duties, provi- 
sions they have cheam and seamen's wages are low. By 
these advantages, forcfgtiers are enabled to take freight at a 
lower rate ; and as the smallest difference in that respect 

* In 1 802, durioj; lord Sidmouth's administratioa. 
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determines the preference of the merchants, the carrying trade 
$f Europe is almost entirely wrested from us,' 

* By these causes, indeed, we have arrived at a new sera 
in the history of British commerce 5 that at the end of March 
1804, there is scarcely a single offer of trade for a British 
bottom, except such as are employed in coasting or colonial 
branches, and these are only held by the tenure of such parts 
of the Navigation Laws as still remain unbroken. — What a 
lamentable prospect for every lover of his country ! It surely 
cannot be known to the wise and public spirited Legislators of 
Britain that our ships, and all those who depend upon them 
for support, are actually in a state of ruin. — Yet that is an 
undeniable fact. If it is doubted, look at the mooring places 
in the river Thames, which should be the emporium of British 
traffic in British bottoms ; they are crowded -wixhforeign ships 
in full employ y whilst those of pur country cover the shores, 
and fill the Wet Docks, in a state of inactivity and decay. 
So effectually have the evil consequences taken root, that 
foreign seamen, on whom we chiefly depend in time of war 
for manning our merchantmen, finding the alteration that has 
taken place in that respect, no longer resort here for employ- 
ment as formerly; therefore, it is evident that the whole 
system of our carryhig trade and its connections is (for some 
time at least) lost to our country.' 

/ ' Happy should I be, if I could arouse my countrymen to 
a just sense of the danger which threatens them, from such 
inattention to our vital interests ! Certainly the great im- 
portance of the subject deserves rhe most serious consideration 
of the Legislature ; for it requires very little argument to de- 
monstrate, that we depend on our carrying trade for support 
as a great maritime nation. Let us, then, endeavour to pro- 
mote this interest by all justifiable means; it is not too late to 
retrieve that which has been lost by a few years' impolicy 
and indifference to the subject. Revise the Navigation Laws, 
and either increase the alien duties, or xlecrease the duties on 
imports in British shipping, that they may trade wi^h equal 
advantage -with foreign carriers. I am aware of the old ob- 
jection to this suggestion, that foreigners will retaliate with 
countervailing duties. But there are many cases in which it 
could have no weight, even under the spirit of our Naviga- 
tion Laws as they now stand. The produce of Poland ougl^t 
not to be imported in Prussian bottoms, but confined to our 
^wn. The same rule ought^ to hold good with tlie comma- 
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iities of the little states of the MediierrAmanj who are not 
carriers themselves. It is surely no injustice to say to the 
Northern states, our rivals in shipping — * The balance of 
trade between our Countries is very considerably against us 
— ^we take the greatest part of all your produce, whilst you 
receive very little, if any, of ours in return ; and it is neither 
just nor necessary that England should support the continual 
and double drain of money, by purchjising your produce, and 
paying for the transit ol it in your own ships ; we, therefore, 
are under th^ necessity of revising the duties', to place British 
shipping on an equaiity with yours, ^ Except some such mode 
be adopted for their relief, the carrying trade, at least 
during the war, must be inevitably lost to us, when the re- 
sources of our Navy are indispensable j and surely Britons 
will not resign a matter of such great importance to their in- 
terest and welfare, without a single struggle ! ' 

< There is another point which I cannot pass over In silence^ 
because it is laying the axe to the root of our nurseries for 
British seamen. I allude to the impolitic practice which now 
prevails of impressing sea apprentices, in the most arbitrary 
manner, and on the most frivolous pretences. By this sys* 
tern, and the frequent want of employment, the owners of 
British shipping have entirely lost every inducement to tafcc 
sea apprentices. The bad effects of it are already severely felt 
in the British navy ; and if it be not averted by salutary re- 
medies, the most serious consequences must follow : for it is 
7i notorious facty that the British trade does not produce half the 
number of seamen which it formerly did; and it may not l>e im- 
proper to notice that the regulations at the West India Docks 
greatly discourage the owners and masters of ships in th^ 
trade from taking sea apprentices as they did formerly.* 

* If, then, the public spirit which actuated our forefathers 
b not entirely fled— if we are not totally absorbed in the con- 
sideration of selfish pursuits, without regard to the public 
good, let me conjure my countrymen to rally round the 
bulwark of our carrying trade — the navigation laws ; let us 
endeavour, by strenuous exertions, to maintain them in their 
full and pristine vigour : nor let us stop here^ but unite our 
efforts to revive and amend them, that we may preserve to 
our country, and to our posterky, the empire of the seas^ that 
invaluable legacy which has been handed down to us by our 
brave ancestors, founded and nurtured by their foresight and 
wisdomi and by which we may still be enabled to contend^ 
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slfigk handedf' with the- colossal power of ow old invettrat^ 
and natural enemy, for all we hold dear to us as men and 
Britons*.' 

Such are the arguments of this very able and well inform- 
ed writer, which to every man at all concerned with shipping 
must be convincing, without the intervwition of ^ doubt. 
His observations on the arbitrary ami injurious system of im^ 
pressing sea apprentices are indeed too true ; and we are 
sorry to add that a similar case exists with regard to water- 
inen!s apprentices, who are liable to be impressed after they 
have served three or four years of their time, just at a period 
when they are useful to their mastets, for it seldom happens 
that during the first three years they earn sufficient to main« 
tain themselves. This mistaken grievous policy is at the same 
time ruiilous instead of being beneficial to the navy — It 
checks the nursery of watermen on the river Thames, which 
has hitherto considerably augmented the number of our 
sailors, and which has always proved a great advantage at the 
breaking out of a war, by affording a large supply ,of skilful 
hands so near home. At some periods there have been at 
work on the river Thames between Westminster-bridge and 
Gravesend more than 30,000 watermen, riggers, and other 
nautical men, exclusive of the British and foreign seamen on 
board the shipping; but at present there is not a si^th part of 
that number, and even that is daily decreasing in consequence 
of the improvident system of locking up our ships in Wet 
Docks, the baneful effects of which will plainly appear by 
the following simple statement, that when five or six hundred 
ships at a time are shut up in those Docks , twice that number of 
lightermen are thrown out of employ y because the goods are carted 
from the Docks to the Merchant? warehouses in towns and wa^ 
termeHj three or four of whomy and sometimes morcy that used 
formerly to be in constant attendance upon each of those vessels 
tuhiie lying in the river^ are now unemployed^ because there is no 
occasion for them according to the present regulations in the Docks: 
and when the East-India Docks are completed how much 
more severe will this evil be felt amongst those watermen'^ 
lightermen, and riggers, whom thatxlass of shipping entirc- 

* The letter from which this extract is made, and many others, at differ- 
ent periods, have appeared under the signatures of Amator Patriae and Nau- 
clerus, and are attributed to one of the committee of ship-owners for the 
port of London, to whom the public are indebted for his unwearied eier 
tions to support the shipping interest of the country. 

[li] 
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Iv support. These men, most of whom have large faroiHeS| 
it is very true, may go into the Navy rather than starve : but 
here ends the policv of this argument, as well as dl future 
supply from this hitnerto productive and excellent nursery of 
seamen. 

The abettors of the Wet Dock system may perhaps say 
that the cxpence which the ship owner and merchant before 
experienced, from employing these men, is now sayed to them; 
but we would ask, are the Dock duties nothing ? Is the de- 
tention of ships in Dock nothing ? Is the maintenance of 
apprentices and seamen ashore, who are not sufibred to live 
on board, no expence to the owner i Arid again is it nothing, 
that the risk of fire is a: ^thousand times greater when ships 
are collected together in Dock, than when they are lying in 
the river afloat ? But it is unnecessary to argue further on 
the injurious and pernicious tendency of the Dock system, 
since the impropriety is clear to all but those who are con- 
cerned in its cstablisnmerit, and by which they expect to rea- 
lise splendid fortunes. Friendly as we are to anv plans that 
are likely to add to the grandeur and dignity of the nation| 
yet when they possess obnoxious qualities that overbalance 
the beneficial effects expected to be derived from them, it is 
^c duty of every man to point them out, and for this reason 
we would rather see the money of patriotic individuals em- 
ployed in objects that are more Ijkclyto encourage and pro- 
mote the prosperity of British shipping and the empire of the 
seas, than speculations in Wet Docks, Tunnels, and Canals. 
??age 79. 
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Letters on the new System of East-^India Shipping, and its desiruc" 
tive Consequences to thePublic^ and to the Commanders and Of* 
fieers in the Service. 

Extracted from thei Morning Ghronicle and other 
Nen^papers* 

LETTER L 

Mr. EDitOR, 

When a man enters mto a coritraci which is to subsist ev^il 
for a short period of time, we readily give him credit for 
having called in the aid of preliminary calculation^ founded 
on the variety of contingent circumstances which may ope- 
rate for and against the undertaking, and on the n^agnitude 
of the capital which that undertaking will call into activity. 

But tlus becomes more imperatively necessary, where the 
duration of the contract may extend to even beyond the 
term of fifteen years, certainly to not less than twelve years; 
and when the adventure is not only liable to casualties, of 
the most unforseen and unbounded nature, but where, /«w/- 
tabfy, it will be aflFected by a most powerful and destructive 
agent ; an agent, however, which, I trust, will long continue 
to operate with increasing energy in this country, because it 
is the best proof of the prosperity of the country — ^I mean 
the gradual and prc^essive decrease in the value of money. 
This reflection, si^, I am drawn into by understanding the 
general terms of the tenders made to, and accepted by, the 
East-India company within these few days back ; and I must 
beg leave to preface any thing further I may have to say on 
this subject by the unqualified declaration, that I am in no 
shape whatever, either directly or indirectlv^ concerned as 
an owner in any of the East-India Company s ships, or desir- 
ous of being so. My sole reason for taking up the question 
X most solemnly avow to be a desire to check, if possible, 
imprudent and destructive speculation^ ultimately tending 
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(and not in my individual opinion onlf ) to the mpst serions 
private injury and public wrortg. 

The grounds for that opinion I now beg leave to submit 
to the consideration of those concerned^ soliciting^ and anx- 
iously inviting gentlemen, acquainted with the nature of the 
service> to convict me of any macciuacy that is not in favour 
of my general position: To those unacquainted with the 
service, it may appear extraordinary, that there should exist 
such a wide difference of opinion, on a matter which may 
be thought, and undoubtedly is, as easily reducible to a mer- 
cantile certainty as any ether shipping speculation whatever. 
But the wonder will vanish, in some respect, when we pre- 
sume to hint, that the scale of calculation is in. most, if not 
all, of these cases, biassed by the eager anxiety of men bred 
in the service, or their friends, to procure the only possible 
means, by the only possible way, of remunerating the sacri- 
fice of a life hitherto wasted in that particular line and unfit, 
from habits, as they are, for almost any other. This I say 
will operate in a degree to bias the adventuring owner as to 
the expectations of emolument to be derived from his ten- 
der 5 still, however, that bias will operate but to a certain 
extent, regulated by the strength of friendship, or, in a 
9iod^rate degree, by the depth of purse. A friend taking a 
sixteenth share to serve a friend, may be willing to risk, on 
the event of the concern, the loss ot £500, c£*600, or even 
*C1000, but here I conceive friendship might be reasonably 
expected to pause. To what then can I impute the extra- 
prdinary nature of the late tenders, which I am induced to 
^hink, from the following statement, can have been founded 
on no previous calculation, far less on a knowledge of the 
nature of the adventure ? 

As I do not write for fame, but take up my pen solely to 
exhibit the folly and destructive tendency of such engage- 
ments, both to the individual and the public, I beg leave at 
once to appeal to the common sense of that public by a cal^ 
^ulation sufficiently in detail, founded on the tenders lately 
accepted by tlie Directors ; and I repeat my challenge to any 
map to controvert my statement, or to oshow it defective^ 
except in favour of the general result. 

For the better understanding it, I have only these prefix 
tory observati^jns to make, viz. — ^That I take it up as a mer- 
cantile adventure, on common mercantile principles } that I 
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;^ow two years only for each voyage, wkh the small interest 
of only 5 per cent, per annum ; that I take the freight at <^19 
net (rather above the late tenders), in order to avoid frac- 
tions, making a large allowance for surplus freight; that I 
taki no notice of the impress, except on the first and last 
voyages, as in fact immaterial to the calculation; and titat I 
invariably, through the whole six voyages and twelve years, 
admit not the idea for a moment, that any untoward acci- 
dent shall occur to disturb the harmony, or precipitate the uni" 
form tendency of the adventure. 
. There is no man, I believe, who will obstinately dispute, 
that the building, at the present advanced rate, and the out-, 
fit at the present enormous price of every principal naval 
store, can amount on a ship ef 800 tons, properly equipped 
for the Company's service, to less than cfS^OOO, but I am 
\ willing to allow every possible advantage which the most 
rigid economy can procure, and I will fix the 

First cost and outfit, at only . - - _ . . ^32,000 

Deduct the impress -------- 2,000 

Leaving the cost to sea, first voyage, - 30,0CX) 
Interest, two years, at 5 per cent, per annum, - - - "5,000 

, Insure, to cover the same, ^35,000 at seven guineas per hundred, with 

half per cent, and policy, - - - - - - 2,800 

Cost on return from first voyage • - 35,800 
Now the freight of 800 tons, at £19 per ton, is 15,200 
Surplus 100 tons, at £10 - - - 1000 

Less charges on the voyage, viz. 
Wages - - - - - 2,300 

Captain's disbursements on the yoyage, ^2,200 
Damage and short delivery - - 500 

Discharging in the river homeward - 8(50 

. 5,800 

Outfit on the second voyage I shall fix at what i» 

well known to be far under the mark 9>000 

14,800 
Leaving dividend to owners of .---., 1,400 

Cost to sea on second voyage, -^- - - •-- 34,400 

Interest two years, and insurance £4^090 to cover , - - 6,72p 

Cost on return from second voyage - - - - - 41,130 
And taking the freight apd disbursements in the same favourable way, 
there will remain a dividend for the owners, as on the first voy* 
age, of- -- -- 1,400 

Cost to tea on the third voyage • « - - . .* 39,720 
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It is necessary here to remark^ that dn the third, en* ustiii 
mepsdring voyage^ I have made no alteration in the cost of 
outfit, allowing the idea of extraordinary and unprecedented 
success to prevail through the whole, and of course that the 
diip shall not need her thorough repair till the fourth outfit, 
which vrill enable her to complete her contract for six 
voyages* 

Cott to sea on the third voyaga -*-.-*- £39,'?2(l 
Interest for two years and insurance to cover 47,0001. - • 7,73^ 

Cost on return from third voyag^e -*.*-.* 47^52 
Here the outfit on her fitting voyage will, on the lowest possible 
estimate, exceed the former outiit by 3,0001. and of course, 
instead of a dividend sirising on the coticem to th6 owners, they 
will hav« to advance the sum of - - - * * -« 1,600 

Cost f sea on the fourth voyage .--.-- 49,053 

Interest for two years, and insurance to cover 58,0001. * - 9,540 

Cost from sea, fourth voyage - * * - - • - 58,592 
And supposing the. same, fkvoufabk resylt on this as on former 
voyages, the ship will be fitted out on the epsning voyage, and 
the owners will receive as before - - - • . - 1^400 

Cost to sea, fifth.voyage - - - -- -- - 57,1^3 

Interest two years, and insurance to cover 68,0001. - - - 11)159 

Cost from sea, fifth voyage - - - - - • - 63,351 

Less tl|e dividend supposed as before to arise on th« voyage - 1 ,400 

Cost to sea, on sixth voyage -*-..- 66,95i 

Interest two years, and insurance to cover 80,0001. ... 13,095 

Cost on return from sixth voyage - - - t - - 80>046 

Now let us wind up the concern. 

The grost freight on the voyage, a;s before •«: • 16,2(^6 

Less, the impress now to be deducted • . « 2,000 

, . . . 14,200 

AM value or the ship and stores - • « « 3,000 

. . n,2oo 

fVom \rhich deduct the amotint of wa^es, disbursements, &c. 
as before - ..••... 5,800 

11,4^ 

And thf re will remain the enormous, and, I will venture to say, ' 
indispuuble loss to the owners !»f .* - * - - £68,646 

Will any man (even in the direction) among the most 
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sanguine admirers of the new system, for one moment con*. 
tend, that there must not lie, behind this impenetrable 
curtain, this speculation which sets common reason at de* 
fiance, some object in perspective, some twig which may, ia 
the time of need, save them from drowning i for, that that 
time must come, and speedily, cannot be denied ; and let the 
East India company beware of the period. The barrier of z 
10,0001. jpenalty will not protect the company against a con^ 
viction of loss to such an enormous amoimt — that conviction 
will most inevitably come in all its horrors^— it has already 
visited the first speculators in this system, though, at the 
time they enlisted under its banners, building was eight 
pounds per ton less, and many other charges in proportion ; 
and / know it to be a fact, that, with all the advantages which, 
war contingencies could confer on these concerns, fpr the 
first two voyages (if war contingencies do confer advantages), 
they are, at this moment, in a most miserable and alarming 
state of deficiency. 

But It is proper here to remark, that the late tenders arf 
made by men unacquainted in a great measure with what 
has passed lately, and certainly strangers to the situation of 
the first adventurers 5 who, smarting und^r the losses they 
have already sustained, have not dared to come forward at a 
rate any thing like that proferred by these Fresh men. 

In order, as much as possible, to prevent cavil at the 
above statement, I beg leave to observe that I take no cr/edit 
whatever for demurrage, as it is well understood in the ser- 
vice to be barely adequate to the increased expence by the 
detention, and in the wear and tear of the ship and stores ; 
nor do I take into consideration the probabilitv of hostilities, 
and the benefits to be derived from war contmgencies ; for 
I am clear, and / appeal to facts, that there are no benefits to 
be derived, in that case, which are not fully met by the in- 
creased risk and increased annual value of an increased ca- 
pital. But, in regard to the present tenders, I am perfectly 
clear that any war contingencies-to those owners will be very 
trifling indeed, except in the articles of insiurance, manning, 
and guns and shot, unless a miracle is performed on the 
twenty-four directors, or it is agreed at once to abandon the 
system ; for I contend, without fear of contradiction, that 
the meaning of the present system is (and that meaning has 
hitherto been acted upon), that, in regard to war contingen- 
cies, owners of ships shall be allowed the differente 1^ naval 
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itOMif &e. caused bywar, as opposed to t^e prices and 
chaises during peace ; and the company best explain their 
•ense of the matter during the present season, by ^refusing 
to aUoir war contingencies to the existing ships,^ notwith-t 
standing the very fldVanced rate of cordage, &c. above the 
rates of 1792, on wWch these tenders were made and accept- 
ed. The company, in case of future hostilities, will natu- 
rally and readily answer any application on the part of the 
owners lately ccmtracting, by asking how they could reason- 
ably expect to be allowed war contingencies, on cordage^ 
provisionsy &c. while the war price of those articles is only 
50L per ton, and 81. per tierce, recollecting that they 
thought themselves justified in coming forward with the 
t^ider of a ship at 191. per ton, when these articles were at 
€01. per ton, and 101. per tierce, as they are at this moment, 
with little prospect of alteration ? That this argument will 
be used by the company, no doubt can be entertained ; .for, 
otherwise, there is no meaning in the term peace freight ; 
and althou^ the ships, now actually in the service, on the - 
new system, were tendered and accepted during the war on 
Ae peace prices antecedent to that war, yet, peace having 
again taken plafce, a new ground is formed on which to es- 
timate peace freight, unless the company, by their advertise- 
ments, had held a different language, and agreed to admit 
the prices of 1792 as the standard for peace freight. 

That peace, it is true, has taken place, finding the nation 
burdened with a heavy addition of debt, and at the same 
time individual riches more than ever extended and increas- 
ed, the inseparable consequence of which is, that the value 
of money is proportionably decreased ; or, in other words, 
tha( every man must contribute to enable his neighbour to 
pay his proportion of the additional public burden. Labour, 
therefore, and of course every description of manufacture, 
becomes affected. This the first speculators in the new 
system feel niiost deeply, though in little more than the 
first dawning of their adventure; but in the progressive 
state of acciunulation, and of course the progressive dimi- 
nution in the value of money, which may be expected in 
this country in the subsequent twelve years, what must the 
situation of the late ccmtractors with the company be 
towards the end of* this term, deprived, as they are, of the 
advantages the former possessed ; saddled, at the same time, 
with all the disadvantages the fbrmer now experience, on 
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account of the depreciation of money, and having in pro- 
spect those which the succeeding period of their long^ 
winded engagement will inevitably expose them to ? I will 
venture to assert, that even the strongest advocates for the 
new system in the direction were far from expecting to see 
tenders at so low a rate, convinced, as they must be by the 
inspection of the accounts of their own ships, that the matter 
is impracticable, at many pounds per ton more. 

For my own part, I see only one way of relieving these 
new speculators £^om some part of>the accumulation of loss 
which my statement entails on their contract. This is, that 
when the ship is fitted out complete to sea, on the first 
voyage they should place the whole cost and outfit to the 
debit side of profit and loss. Thus they will save the 
trouble of keeping the account, and the pain of seeing such 
a miserable business on the wrong side of their ledger every 
time they turn it over to look for funds to meet their en* 
gagements, and by continuing to watch the progress of the 
concern, and wiping ofi^ occasionally in the same way 80001. 
or 10,0001. they may at last wind up with not only an appear^ 
ance^ but a certainty^ of profit on the adventure. 

For the present I beg leave to withhold further observation, 
anxiously expecting that my estimate will be either subvert- 
ed or admitted \ 

And am, SIR, 

Yours &c. 

NO OWNER. 

London^ Jan, Q. 



LETTER n. 

Mr. Editor, 

I FIND that my letter of the dth instant has produced a 
sensation in every quarter, which I trust wiH be attended 
with the happiest effects. In saying that this sensation was on 
my part by no means unexpected, I beg I may not be under- 
stood as imputing it to any exertion of my very inadequate 
powers of mind, but to that hold which undisputed truths 
will naturally take of the feelings of men, when conveyed 
even in the plainest language. That the truths I have ven- 

[Kk] 
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tured to lay before the public on this subject are imdisputed, 
I am fully warranted in asserting ; for, although some tri» 
fling objections have been made on both sides of my state- 
ment, they are too immaterial in their nature to shake the 
foundation; and I may fairly conclude, as, indeed, it is 
allowed, that, on the whole, it is unanswerable. 

The only objection which is at all deserving of notice is 
made against my charge of compound interest, with all its 
accumulating mischiefs ; and to this I answer, that, as every 
man on such an adventure expects to derive from his capital 
at least the common return for the use of his money, I 
must charge the concern with interest, and insure that in- 
terest ; otherwise the adventurer, in case of loss of the ship, 
loses the use of that capital, which he is equally entitled to 
as to the capital itself. This is surely the only mode of ad- 
venturing which can justify a mercantile man. But I am 
supported in this mode of drawing my statement by more 
respectable authority than some gentlen^en are aware of who 
make this objection. I am supported by the uniform 
practice of the court of directors and their officers, and I 
appeal to their printed proceedings ; and, if I had assumed 
six, or even seven, per cent interest, instead of five per 
cent, as I have done, I should have more closely adhered to 
their practice ; for the court of directors have always ad- 
mitted that five per cent, is not an adequate return for 
money vested in their shipping service. This question, 
however, in my opinion, is set at rest, by the consideration 
that the contract is a whole^ from its commencement to its 
close. The result is at no period separable from the trans- 
action, and the profit or loss must be judged of by the event. 
I am willing, however, to make every sacrifice which maybe 
demanded of me nvhen trifles only are concerned; and, as the 
accumulation of compound interest and insurance thereon 
may amount to somewhere about 30001. I beg leave to ad- 
just all disputed points between us, by drawing ofi^, by way 
of free gift, 10,0001. or even 20,0001. from the loss which 
my statement winds up with. Allowing, therefore, my ad- 
venturers to retain the full benefit of the very weighty ad- 
vantages I give them, in keeping them clear of those un- 
toward circumstances, which we well know every ship does 
encounter in the course of her term in the service, I trust 
any reasonable man will content himself with the decided ad 
undisputed loss of the remainder. 
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' During that sensation which my last letter produced, I 
xonfess I did not expect that some men, though professing 
to act upon fair mercantile competition, would have shrunk 
from that duty which they owe even to themselves; and, 
instead 'Of endeavouring to refute my principles, or contro- 
vert my statement, would have had recourse to the puerile 
threat of prosecuting the author. What the grounds for 
prosecution are, it Is not easy to guess. If I am not founded 
in my ideas, let my pretensions be fairly canvassed •, but I 
shall not by the ivincifig of the galled jade be deterred from 
ijoing, what I conceive to be the duty of every man, to pro- 
tect the public, and, in doing that, to protect the individual, 

I will not, Sir, unnecessarily take up your valuable columns 
in reminding that public, and the court of directors, as, in 
this case, the agent of the public, of what must be suffi- 
ciently obvious to every man — ^That public good can never 
be founded on private ivro?ig ; ahd that it is un4er no cir-? 
cumstances consistent with the real interest of the publiq 
to enter into contracts on grounds which ren4er it more . 
than doubtful that they can ever be brought to a termina-» 
tion in the regular and fair course of things. 

The contracts now in question must be closed in some 
shape before their natural period of existence arrives ; an4, 
although the company, and, through that body, the public, 
may be temporary gainers by the forfeitures to which the 
owners must submit, rather than proceed in their contract, 
^et all these forfeitures, with all the accumulation of losses 
which have been sustained by th^ adventurers on the new 
system, may be fairly expected to fall eventually on thq 
public, in the increased compensation which owners will 
find it necessary to recjuire for the us(^ of their capital ; arid 
accordingly I find that one gentleman, I believe, without 
exception, as well informed on the subject as any man can 
be, and possessing the advantage of full experience in that 
new system, has tendered, on the late occasion, at some- 
where about sol. per ton, instead of 191. or 201. and which, 
after all, would barely yield seven per cent, on the adven- 
ture. 

After what has been said, I hope, Sir, I shall no longer be 
told, that the best test which can be furnished at any period 
of the solidity and efficacy of the present system of East 
India Shipping, arid of the incorrectness of my assertion, 
that the concerns of ships lately admitted on that system 
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tre in a miserable state of deficiency, is the readiness with 
which the public come forward with tenders at rates even 
lower than before. No man will, I think, venture to say, 
that the late tenders accepted by the company are the residt 
of very minute investigation, and, at any rate, after the con- 
viction which, I trust, I have impressed on the minds of 
my readers, these tenders ought not to be, as I hear they 
are, held up by way of answer to the very reasonable and 
just representation which has been made to the company on 
the part of the new owners. This representation regards 
the impracticability of fulfilling their^original contract, unless 
some allowance is made to them for the very great and 
(certainly with them) unexpected increase in the value of 
labour, and of necessity in naval stores, and every expence 
attached to outfit of shipping concerns which has followed, 
and ever will follow the increase of the debt of the country. 
The consequences of this increase are felt in every other 
branch of mercantile shipping ; and are East India Slupping 
exempted from the general calamity? I have declared 
myself most solemnly no owner, or desirous of being ' so ; 
but I sincerely feel for, because I truly know, the situation 
in which public events have placed these first adventurers ^ 
and, although the interests of the public are at all times to 
be preferred to those of the individual, yet there ought ever 
to be, in the breasts of those appointed by that public as 
conservators of its interests, a feeling for the individual as 
well as for the public : a feeling that should stimulate them 
on all occasions to consider themselves in their proper cha- 
racter, as arbitrators between both, and, as far as possible, to 
conciliate the two interests ; for I repeat my position, that 
public good can never be founded on private wrong. 

I am no advocate, Sir, against the present system, if it 
were placed under proper restraints, which I shall take the 
liberty of suggesting ; but, in its present state, I see it in no 
other view than promising to be a productive source of 
misery and loss to those who may be induced to venture in 
it, until time and experience shall have made commanders 
and their firiends better acquainted with the nature of these 
concerns, exposed as they are, and ever will be, as contracts 
of long duration, not only to the effects of that powerful 
agent I have already noticed — ^the progressive decrease in the 
value of money — ^but to a variety of losses and disasters to 
which this shipping service is ezpoised more than any other. 
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and for which I hare made no kind of provision whatever 
in my statement. 

The restraints, or checks^ which I would suggest on the 
present system, are two, either of which may be adopted 
with effect. The first is, that the company shall appoint a 
certain number of captains in the service, sufficient for the 
ships employed, who shall be entitled by seniority to the 
command or such ships as may be built for the semce by 
public contract, the owners having no voice in the nomina- 
tion of such captain, but possessing a power, by means of a 
supercargo, or purser, to controul the expences of their ship 
while abroad. — ^Thus the competition among the public 
bidders for the company's freight-service will be limited to 
the employment of capital solely, and the system will be re- 
lieved from the slur which the ill-disposed have now too 
much ground for throwing on it, by asserting, that the 
savings in that article to that respectable body, the East 
India Company, and of course to the public, are drawn from 
the hard earnings of commanders in their service, anxious 
to make any sacrifice rather than close a laborious life with- 
out obtaining the only chance of reimbursing themselves for 
the loss of their earliest years, and best blood spent in the 
service. 

The second check which I propose is probably more 
readily attainable every way. It is that the court of direct- 
ors shall have a discretionary power of accepting or reject- 
ing tenders made to them, according as they are convinced, 
on mature deliberation, thit the proposal is, or is not, prac- 
ticable ; and it will be allowed that there canfiot be better 
judges, assisted by the able men in their different offices, to 
whom they will refer, and aided likewise by the documents 
with which their own ships annually furnish them. 

These, Sir, appear to me the only means by which both 
the interests of the public and the individual may be secured ; 
and I will, for the present, take my leave of the subject, with 
repeating my assurance, that my sole view in requesting the 
indulgence you have granted me was to render some service, 
by guarding individuals against a dangerous speculation ; and 
by enabling any man to become his own calculator on such 
an adventure, before he fills up his tender with terms to 
which he is to be bound for twelve or fifteen years to come, 
and on which the fortunes of his family may depend; I 
flatter myself, my labour and your indulgence will not be 
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thrown away. At any future period I shall be as ready 
as now to step forward in pointing out the expectations 
which may be derived from tenders accepted by the Com- 
pany; for I repeat, that I think it a public duty, when 
such tenders carry on the face of them no rational prospect 
of a regular termination ; 

And am, SIR, 

Yoiu^, &c, 

NO OWNER; 

londoH, January ig, 1803. 



TkefoHowing ironical Letter, in allusion to the preceding, appeared 
in the True Briton q/* January 22d, 1803, as addressed to the 
Commanders and Officers in the Service. 



MT EVER DEAR CHILDREN 



You, whom, I may say, I have reared from the shell , 
nursed like the pelican with my own entrails, and whom 
I gather every day under my wings, as a hen does her 
chickens, will naturally expect that I should be alive to 
every thing which, either in its present or remote tendency, 
may affect your interests. 

With a poignancy of sorrow which I cannot express, 
which convulses me to my centre, and even palsies the 
sinews of my servant Charles, as he hands you your re- 
spective pittances of coffee, I have heard a statement read, 
and commented on, which appeared in the Morning Chro^ 
nicley of the 13th instant, signed No Ckunerj followed up 
by another letter, in the same paper of this day, and which 
statementj^ if only tolerably accurate, alarms me for your 
safety, even more than did the first introduction of the 
Shipping of India-commission Dealers among you. But 
what renders my affliction more severe, is the hearing it 
asserted, that the statement of this No Owner is incorrect, 
though incorrect on the wrong side— ^at the sums he 
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assumes for charges are, on the wholp, inadequate — that 
his credits are on too liberal a scale, and, what is worst of 
all, that he takes it for granted (God help his ignorance), ' 
that you, my dear children, lead the most comfortable fresh- 
water lives ; that you go to, and return from, India with- 
out even a wet jacket — that (to use an expression of one 
of your early friends, Mr. Brough), your voyages resemble 
those of Cleopatra down the Silver Cydnus — that you 
have not sufficient practice in naval matters, to enable you 
to conduct yourselves with propriety under the circum- 
stances of even the parting of a cable, the splitting of a 
sail, the loss of a yard, the springing of a bowsprit ; far less, 
if subjected to those tremendous consequences, which cer- 
tain lying navigators have impudently imputed to things 
called hurricanes^ t'lffoons^ &c. and which, they pretend to say, 
even happen in the Indian and China Seas, as well as else- 
where between the Tropics — such little accidents I mean 
as the sweeping of a ship's masts by the board — the entire 
loss of a rudder, or the straining of the hull, by means of a 
heavy cargo, to such a degree as to compel the Company's 
Surveyors at home to shew their zeal for the service of 
their Honourable Masters, by turning it inside out for the 
benefit of the Owners. This No Oivner knows nothing of 
such things, and I begin to think myself, from what I have 
heard within these very few years, back of the transactions 
in Leadenhall-street, that really the seasons and the weather 
beyond the Cape are wonderfully altered for the better; 
in which opinion, indeed, I am supported by the uniform 
contempt with which the Court of Directors and their ser- 
vants abroad have treated both the seasons and ele- 
ments. I cannot think after all, however, that the woeful 
risks, dangers, and losses to which I have heard all your 
pr.ed^cessorsj my departed children bear witness — so often 
both in their persons and purses, are so thoroughly anni- 
hilated a§ this No Owner would have it. 

I well remember, the time> my Children ! — it is about 
twenty-eight year$ ago, when ia strong contest, between the 
Court of Directors and the then Owners had reduced the 
freights tp 211. and 221. per ton, and I well remember that 
they were- then such very bad concerns, and such serious 
losses were sustained, that, about the commencement of the 
French- American war, it is a well-known fact that the United 
East-India Company, your lords and masters, my Hearts ! 
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were entirely indebted to you, and your predecessors, as- 
sisted now and then by the thirty-second share of a trades- 
man down the river, for every ship furnished for the pur- 
pose of bringing the surplus revenue to Europe, and of 
defending their Indian possessions. — This, however, was 
all well enough for you, because you depended on a re- 
gular system, which enabled you to look forward to futurity 
with comfort, and a tolerable certainty of seeing the sacrifice 
of your early youth and maturer years crowned eventually 
with success, and rewarded with some competency at the 
close of life. — ^What, my dear children, is the prospect 
now? for I fear tliis No Owner is a shrewd fellow, and 
knows something of the matter — he really, I must say, some- 
how convinces me that all is not right. 

Your situation appears to be this — ^you were first attacked 
in the little profits of your petty commercial warfare, on 
which your very existence depended, by a set of Commis^ 
siotiers from Irtdia^ who began by overturning what they 
called a most infamous system of corruption established 
among you, in passing a sum of money from the succeeding ' 
to the retiring Commander, and which the party paying 
suffered no further by, than in the money lying unproduc- 
tive while he held the command, for he again received it 
from his successor. These Commissioners succeeded in doing 
away this gross system, by the establishment of one, it 
must be confessed, in no one degree yielding to the former : 
— for, what did they do, my Children, in the first instance, 
but compel you, who held commands, to take a sum by 
way of remuneration, by no means adequate, in most cases, 
to what you paid ; and then passed a law, compelling you to 
refund that remuneration by the payment of five hundred 
pounds every voyage, not out of your profits, my Infants ; 
but, profit or loss, you must pay, and this seems now en- 
tailed on you in perpetuity, for your comfort. What did 
they then do ? — ^I well remember to have overheard a short 
conversation, in my neighbourhood, one day, between a 
very respectable Director and a person tolerably vnAX versed 
in East India Shipping concerns. It was during the first 
agitation of the question regarding remuneration for com- 
mands ; and this person gave it as his opinion, that the best 
plan for the Company to adopt, would be to sell the com- 
mands themselves, by public sale; or, in other words, to 
open the Shipping Trade to the best bidders \ little dream- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



'tcIxXT ^ 

mg, at the time, that what he then said m jest would be ^ 
not virtually only, but really and fully, adopted by that 
respectable body, the United Company of Merchants of England^ 
trading to the East Indies, 

This system was adopted— a system which opened the 
door, not to competition among yourselves, for that might 
be fair enough ; nor have you a right to complain, because 
it admits the public as speculating owners in the trade. 
But what you have a right to complain of, is, that this sys-^ 
tern, whose benefits have been so much amplified by the 
India Commissioners y effectually cuts iip your very existence j 
^-r-for the East India Company's savings, in the? article of 
freight, are no longer, as they used to be, dependent on 
an agreement, entei-ed into annually, between the Com- 
pany and Owners, founded on the circumstances of the; 
times 'j but these savings are nowy by the neiv system^- 
unequivocally drawn from your hard-earned wages and pre^ 
carious profits. — It requires no deep investigation to prove 
this, for you all know, my Children, and it will not be de- 
nied by your friends, that, in order to procure a ship in the 
service (the goal to which all the efforts of all your labo- 
rious lives tend) you must set out with either making heavy 
sacrifices yourselves, or being reduced to the alternative, 
painful to a feeling mind, of requesting your friends to 
part with so much of their property for your benefit-^for 
it is a well-known truth, that no rational Owner, now-a-days, 
expects to see his first advance. Now, in the various ways 
in which this matter is managed, I appeal to all of you, 
whether many of your friends have not forsaken you, ' 
smarting, as they do, under the severity of* their losses :-- - 
•whether many of yourselves are not encumbered with 
engagements, on accoun^pf your ships, from which even 
the universal physician, death, will nOt relieve you ?— 
Whether some of you are not driven, like jaded post-* 
horses, by virtue of the spur, bestrode by your Owners, to 
whom you are compelled to be brokers and clerks, and 
whether you have now any ground of reasonable expec- 
tation that, even after you have, with all these disadvan- 
tages, procured a command, you are not likely to spin out 
the remainder of a hard life in that command, exposed as 
you are to a competition in the market to which you arc 
going, by the very parties who profess to support, you, and 
under whose orders, as Owners, you act ? I acknowledge, 
with j)leasurej that there are men in the present list qf 
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Husbands and Owners, familiar with the old, is well as the 
concerned in the new system, who employ their fortunes 
and talents in the relief and support, at their own charge, 
of many respectable young men in the service, to avoid the 
pain of seeing an old friend starve. To such, and we all 
know there are such, I will ever hold out the palm of the 
highest merit; but we all likewise know that there are 
others of a different description, and I can see only one fur- 
ther step (after what the last three weeks have |M-oduced) 
that cah be taken for the complete degradation of the ser- 
vice, and the total demolition of the hopes your little 
bosoms cherished when, for the first time, you found youn- 
selves strutting a quarter-deck in all the pride of boyish 
vanity. This step is-^the next tenders made to the Com- 
pany will be by a combination of the Taylors, Drapers, Shoe- 
makers, Glass and Music-sellers, Perfumers, Butchers, 
Cheesemongers, &c. &c. &c. whose families have been 
supported in affluence^ and whose fortunes have been 
made out of the risks, hardships, disappointments, broken 
rest, and hard earnings yoii have suffered in the service. 
These men, I say, will now think it their turn to participate 
with others in the little adventures which used to yield a 
meed for your faithful exertions, for the sweat of your 
brows under many a scorching sun. These men will enter- 
tain you as only their pursers or stewards, subject to all 
the petty tyranny of this democratic ownership, and to the 
consequences of a bond of resignation, whenever you caH 
down, on your devoted heads, the displeasure of any one 
of your little lords — your Cork-cutter or Toothpick-maker — 
and you will even hold by the like precarious tenure the 
little bit of solitary lacfit which, by that time, you may 
possibly be able to afford, ^s the only remaining distinctive 
mark between what you were and what you are. 

Oh, my Children ! before that event crushes my parental 
heart, may I drop a shapeless ruin into my own cellars. 

All the eye? of an Argus shall be on the watch to pre- 
vent this most alarming result of any further combined efforts 
of ignorance and wild senseless speculation ; for while I ex- 
ist, I hope it will be for the purpose of continuing to be a 
shelter to you with imhrdcen spirits— untrodden upon— 
mndegraded. 

THE JERUSALEM* 

Gooper*s^Court, Cornhill, 
Jan. 20^ 1603. 
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LEITER III. 

.?i the Commanders and Officers in the Eaji India Service. 
From the True Briton, February 25th and 26th. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Having, by my former Letters on East India Shipping, 
endeavoured, and I trust, not unsuccessfully, to rouse the 
attention of the public from the lethargic state in which the 
bustle of hostilities had kept the general mind on the score of 
the new system ahd its destruchve effects, it was not my 
intention so immediately to have followed up my original 
plan by an address to you, had not some recent circumstances 
concurred to render it highly proper that I should lose no 
time in calling upon you to step forward in your own 
defence. — You, on whom, and on whose friends solely, th« 
accumulated and accumulating evils of this system fall — you, 
i^hose hard-earned wages and precarious commerce form the 
foundation on which the superstructure of the East India 
Company's freight-savings is built j and give me leave to add, 
you, witn whom alone it lies to administer some remedy to 
check this overwhelming mass of corruption, if a thing in 
itself radically rotten can admit of remedy, and if you are 
still to continue unfortunately condemned by yout Honour- 
able masters to linger out your lives in hopeless misery and 
' fruitless exertion. 

I have been accused, gentlemen, of presumption, in obtrud- 
ing my sentiments on the world unasked and unexpected — I 
have even been accused of being actuated by malicious 
motives in volunteering my services, where I am unconnected 
with the matters in dispute. -To these accusations I answer, 
that it is because I am unconnected with East India Shipping, 
it is because my opinion was unasked and unexpected, that I 
am the more entitled to a fair and candid hearing. Had I 
any part of my capital at present embarked in concerns o^ 
this nature, as used to be the case fifteen years ago, it might 
with justice have been urged, that my opinions were biafled by 
other considerations, than that only of the attachment I declare 
myself to feel for the fate of deserving meni bred to the ser- 
vice, and originally entering into it with the honest hope o£ 
acquiring a decent competency, many of whom I have stiU 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



cclxxviii 

the pleasure of being on terms of intimacy with, though our 
pursuits are now widely different j and many of whose cha- 
racters I am no stranger to, though I am personally unknown 
to them. I confess, that the imputation of malicious motives 
gave me at first some pain, because the possibility of the charge 
had never occurred to me ; but I very soon consoled myself 
with the reflection, that those who are acquainted with me, 
find I am not perfectly unknowriy will not, for one moment, 
countenance the charge. To those who are strangers to me, 
it may be proper for me to say, by way of repelling such an 
unjust imputation, that I have pointed my observations at no 
individual — that I am even well acquainted with one of the 
parties, and slightly with aijother gentleman, whose tenders 
have been lately accepted ; and I am sure that the former is 
well cpnvinced of my disposition to do him every service 
r— nor has the latter any the smallest reason to entertain a 
contrary opinion of me. The fact is, had my own brother 
been in that list of contractors, I should have spoken of the 
measure with the same freedom, for it is the sirty not the sin^ 
ner^ I attack ; and those parties, in accusing me of malicious 
motives, may, with equal propriety, direct their accusations 
against their parish pastor, and assert, that gn every sabbath 
he disseminates malice and scapdal from his pulpit, in 
warning the ignorant, and guarding the deluded, against the 
larts of their more designing fellow-creatures. 

To proceed, gentlemen, with some degree of regularity in 
this address, it will be necessary to go into a very short 
review of the Freight-service of the company — to unveil ^ome 
of the evils attendant on the present system, and, if possible, 
to suggest §oine alleviation of the mischiefs flowing from it. 
—To majiy of you a great deal of this is rendered useless, by 
the sad experience of the few last years \ but to others, who 
are at present in si|bordinate situations, though looking for- 
ward to their ultimate hope, a command, and who may be 
but little versed |n the nature of suqh concerns, it is absolutely 
indispensible. 

The East India Company, till within these few years, 
were supplied with such shipping as they required in a very 
different way from the present. ' 

Not desirous, for very obvious reasons, of employing any 
part of their capital stock in their owu freight-service, per- 
mission was given to certain persons to build ships of the 
pecessary, dimensions, calculated solely for this service, an4 
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capable of acting in the double capacity of men of w,ar and 
merchantmen- With adventurers in these concerns, a freight, 
for th^ use of the ships, was annually settled by the Court of 
Directors, acc9rding to the current rates of naval stores, and 
other incidental charges; and thus the Company and Owners 
had jogged on for a century, without much cause for com- 
plaint on either side, except what originated in that mutual 
desire which naturally existed, to reduce on the one side, and 
augment on the other. 

On this system you, gentlemen, stood fairly and honour- 
ably independent of both parties, except as to your personal 
obligations to the Owners, who intrusted you with their . 
property. The trade you were allowed to carry on was 
deemed by both a just and proper compensation for your ser- 
vices; and merely as Captains and Officers^ it was of no kind ' 
of importance to you at what rate of freight your ships were en- 
tertained in the service. In process of time, however, a prac- 
tice had crept in among you, certainly indefensible in every 
point of view, however it may be at this moment practised, 
and of course justified, by the Company themselves. This 
practise originated in a certain compliment, by way of a 
lumping sum paid for cabin furniture, by the succeeding to 
the retiring Commander — this sum, from small beginnings, 
and as the value of commands in the service came to be 
developed, increased in the course of time to £500y ;£'lOOO, ^ 
^20«0, ;^5000, and I have even heard of £ 10,000 ! 

About the period at which these compensations arrived at 
such an enormous pitch, the Direction came under the influ- 
ence of a superior control, and several gentlemen, who had 
been engaged in commercial pursuits in India, having pro- 
cured seats in Leadenhall- street, were called upon, together 
with their brother directors, by the controlling power, to use 
every exertion to convert this country into a great European 
emporiufti for Indian commerce. * 

The idea was patriotic, it was proper, it was the conception 
ofagreatmind; but the object of our present enquiry is to inves- 
tigate ope branch of the means which were adopted to accom- 
plish it. These compensations for commands, paid by you to 
each other, were certainly, with strict justii:e, stigmatised as 
monstrous corruptions; butitwas notwith equal justice assert- 
ed, that they were the cause of the high freights which, it was 
pgid; the Company paid to the Owners ; for every body now 
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knows that there was no connection whatever between the 
two, and that instead of each of you absolutely paying j^5000, 
or j^80()0, or any sum for your commands, you only passed 
JBUch a sum into the hands of your predecessor, receiving it 
igain from your successor ; by this means in fact paying no 
ether compensation for your command than the use of that 
inoney, so lying dead, would jfmount to, and of course not 
even paying so much as you. now do to the Company every 
voyage for such command* These compensations, however, 
became the stalking-horse of the day, and it was. suggested ([ 
by no means say wiih any other than disinterested views) that 
the destruction of the established system, and the adoption of 
another, founded on public competition, would remove that 
great preponderance in favour of foreign freights, which it 
Svas said existed against our charges on the importation 
from India. I have no objection, before I proceed farther, 
to allow, that the views of these gentlemen were founded 
in a justifiable jealousy of yZ>r«^« trade, and in a determin- 
ation to strike at the root of it in an honourable and justifiable 
way ; I am far from accusing them of sinister, or even selfish 
motives, but I accuse them of want of information on the 
subject; for want^of foresight in forming their plan. If they 
really meant, that fair and open cpmpetition should be resorted 
to, they have completely^iV^rf in establishing it — if they meant 
that the proposed public benefit should result from the effects 
of that sanguine desire which every man feels to render himself 
independent of the world, and which they concluded might, in 
this case, induce you to involve yourselves, your friends, your 
dearest interests, in the blind attempt, at any rate,^nd against 
all reasonable chances, to grasp at this independence, they 
have as completely succeeded in establishing it. 

It ought to have been known,, and doubtless these very 
men did know, that the freight paid by our East India Com- 
pany on their importations from India, was by no means a 
fair object of comparison with that paid on foreign ships 
by individuals, and for this simple reason, that nearly 
the wholer weight of the British freight is thrown on the 
homeward voyage, while the foreigner receives an adequate 
outward freight, which enables him to lessen very consider- 
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leave to add to this my opinion, that, taking the out and 
home voyages together, more charges were incurred on foreign 
than on British bottoms, and I am supported in this opinion 
by information I procured in the year 1789, on my way 
through Ostend, at the table of a very respectable merchant 
there, largely embarked in the India trade. Froin the facts 
he adduced, nothing could be more clear than that the charges 
and iijcidents on the foreign trade far exceeded our own. 
Without attending however to the effects of out>yard freight, 
or at least without appearing to do so, these gentlemen only 
fixed their eyes on the striking difference of probably one- 
third between the homeward freight of foreigners and British ; 
and they argued solely on the necessity of diminishing the 
charges on the importation^ in order to attain the object pro- 
posed ; not perhaps recollecting, or not perhaps choosing to 
recollect, that the charges of exportation as well as import- 
ation fall in one shape or other on the trade generally ; for 
it is to be considered as a gaining or a losing trade to the 
country on the whole, not in its parts, and on this broad 
basis must the result of every branch of trade be invariably 
taken. In this view of the matter, they represented the existing 
system of shipping as irremediably defective in its cohstitution, 
not only as encumbered with the abuses attached to commands, 
but as exposed to what they were pleased to call the impositions 
of Owners in the annual adjusinient of the freight, and con- 
cluded that the only proper and equitable way of securing to 
the company the lowest possible terms of freight would 
be, by public contract -, v try justly thinking that if commands 
were really worth what was understood to be paid for them, 
the competition thus created would in fact reduce the terms 
of freight by so much as they were worth. — Some benevolent 
and considerate characters at that time in the Direction, 
beaded, if I recollect right, by a gentleman well known to 
you, and in his own person no stranger to your situations, 
immediately saw the dreadful ruin thus impending over your 
heads •, and, I believe, after encountering no small share of 
obloquy for advocating the defence of those who had com- 
mitted such flagrant abuses in the service, on the score of 
illegal compensations for. commands, these gentlemen suc- 
ceeded in establishing a plan of remuneration to such of you 
as had paid such compensations, founding their arguments, in 
its favour, on the presumption that, although the first dis- 
bursement by the Company might extend to ;^300,00Q^ or 
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/* 4 00,000, yet that tli6 competition now to be adopted woulct 
very soon, by a reduction of the freiglit, repay that advance^ 
and I will venture to say that these gentlemen had at this time 
no idea of the mischiefs which have since resulted to you 
from this competition.— The reformers, however, dissatisfied 
with this prospect o£ return, felt their consciences revolt at 
the idea of throwing away so much, of the public money, 
without being able to produce a more substantial evidence of 
their attention to the public interest, and lulling their recol- 
lection of the degree of infamy they had attached to the old 
system on the score of compensations for commands, or pro- 
bably thinking, as is too often the case in Leadenhall-streek, 
that a public body may stand excused in matters where an 
individual would be expelled from society, they withheld 
tlieir consent from the plan of remuneration, unless with the 
condition attached to it, that every Commander of a regular 
ship should, on his return from every voyage, pay to the 
Honourable United Company of Merchants of England trad- 
ing to the East Indies the neat sum of five hundred pounds 
(£500.) clear of all deductions, unquestionably as a consider- 
ation to such company for the liberty of commanding his 
ship during that voyage. To wind up the regulation to a 
still more ridiculous, more culpable point, it was stipulated, , 
that both Owners and Captains should be restrained by the 
sanction of an oath, to be taken at the outset on every voy- 
age, from receiving or paying compensations for commands, 
doubtless holding it no breach of your oaths as commanders, 
that, at the very moment you took such oath, you actually 
entered into ^ agreement to-pay the Company thiS;^5(X). for 
that very command. 

If some of these reformers had not been remarkable for 
their professions, and I firmly believe practice, on the score of 
moral rectitude, I should have doubted the bias which led 
them int6 so strange an absurdity; but I am willing to attri- 
bute it to oversight in the first instance, though I cannot 
now allow them that excuse, since the payment of CQpipensa- 
tions for commands is so generally known to prevail, and 
to an infinitely more mischievous extent, as you too well 
experience ; and yet this disgraceful and disgracing oath still 
exists, which, lik^ a magnet with two repelHng poles, keeps 
conscience and interest constantly asunder. Indeed, I have 
heard, that it was once in contemplation to wipe ofi^this stain 
from the service — not, gentlemen, put of any tenderness ta 
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yo.ur religious prejudices, but in consequende of. du Opution 
delivered by a certain legal character, that the oath would be^ 
a bar to any proceedings in Chancery, which the Company^ 
might at a fucure period have occasion to resort against delin- 
quents — and on the plain ground, that a man cannot well be ' 
brought forward to prove. By a seconc\ oath, that he ha^ 
already incurred the heavy penalties of the law of perjury, 
by the breach of an oath formerly taken by him. 

Thus, gentlemen, in addition to the other burthens irtiposed 
by the new system, was this tax, this heavy tax, on yout 
industry, established; and thus, in defiance of all decorum, o( 
all propriety, of all feeling for your situations, (far from being 
mende^by the extension of the Commissfon Trade to India) 
are yoiWompelled, by the Con^any and Public, surely on no 
justifiable or liberal foundation, to contribute from ;f 20,000. 
to ;^ 25 ,000. per annum, to the necessities of that Public and 
that Company, out of your hard-earned wages and precari- 
ous profits i and, however desirous you may be to pay youf 
way among your creditors,* however liberal the tradesmen who 
supply your investments, and every man will cordially assign 
them that praise, yet it certainly is hard that you may sufFef 
in your credit, and they in their fortunes, because the Com** 
pany must first be satisfied out of whatever comes in youf 
privilege — Their jftve hundred pounds must first he paid. In vairi 
do you look for the surplus which your fond faticy paitited 
Mi^ould result from the sale of your investment outwards an 
fifty per cent. Your duties in India, your insurance, inter- 
est, wantage, breakage, and loss by remittance, at once sweep 
away above 30 per cent, and the poor rerriainder is absorbed 
by this ;^500. and the guarantees that jou have entered itito with 
your Owners y thai the concern shall yield them five per cent. 

These regulations thus obtained and fixed, the new systeitj 
was launched, and a glorious and proud day it was deemed { 
not by you, gentlemen, for you began at a very early period to 
apprehend the ill cfifects of it. Tenders were made by many^ 
some by yourselves and your friends, and some by speculators^ 
whose sole objiect was to acquire the honour of being ranked 
among East India Husbands, with the usual courtesy of 
an Esquire at the end of their names. So far their ambition 
was innocent, however puerile \ I have good reason even iot 
thinking, that in some cases, in the infancy of this system, 
commands were obtained upon very easy terms to Captains, 
and even their friends. In other casesi these speculators^ i9 

[Mm3 
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adopting their commander after their tenders were accept* 
ed» dictated their terms to that commander and his friend s^ 
which bound them, as owners of the ship, to the allowance 
of what was never before known in the service, that is, a 
commission of two apd a half per cent, on all receipts and 
payments, instead of a small compensation, short of ;^ 100. for 
a vovage, which used to be made to the Husband for his 
trouble. Exclusive of this, the speculator insisted on deriv- 
ing certain advantages from the insurance of the individual 
concerns of the Owners and the Captain's investment — he 
was to become the agent, broker, and banker of the com* 
mander, drawing his per centage as such, and this agreement 
was to fubsist durante vita of the ship. — So that, wl^|her the 
concern became profitable or diherwise, whether the contract 
became even tenable or otherwise, if even their accumulating 
losses should determine the Owners to pay any reasonable 
forfeiture to the Company, rather than continue to the ruin 
of their fortunes, the nusband was still securely sheltered be- 
hind his agreement ; by virtue of which, before any such step 
could be taken by these unfortunate adventurers for their 
Inutual relief, he would claim, and doubtless establish his 
claim to a full compensation for the loss of commission and 
other advantages, which their efforts to escape from destruc- 
tion would expofe him to. It may be said that he, as an 
Owner, is equally a sufferer as the others — ^To this I answer, 
by what I have seen^ that in a case of that nature, the com- 
missions to the Husband on th^ first voyage falling something 
«hort of ;^1800. of course covered half the concern of one- 
eighth part he held in the ship. In all this, gentlemen, we 
xnvst not reflect on the individual — every merchant who 
advances his capital, or contributes his knowledge or exerti- 
ons in an adventure, is entitled to the fair mercantile com- 
,j>ensation for that c;^al, that knowledge, and those exertions; 
we can only reflect on the system, which confessedly does 
<xpose you and your friends to such misfortunes, and even 
to the worst designs of the worst men — for, in considering 
this subject^ I have a right to assume any case that is within 
probability, and in doing this, I shall detail,' not what has 
happened, but what may happen, and I am sure, will even 
l»ecome very common, if the present itch for speculation in 
£a&t India Shipping is not by some means checked. I beg, 
gentlemen, your attention to what I am going to state, because 
i may possioly hit upon some strong truths which may not 
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be perfectly, obvioud to you, unacquainted as you> in gen^a 
xhay be with the nature of the shipping laws. Here I ai 
much disposed to invoke the spirit of our imnjortal HoGARTii 
to assist me in delineating the progress of a Husband^ in tli 
fine colouring of his Rake*s Progress ; but the ferious natui 
of the subject repels the playful illusions of fancy, and chait 
my faculties, absorbed as they are in the magnitude of tl: 
mischief to you, your families, and friends. Let us the 
proceed. 

On some future occasion of tenders to be made f< 
ships to the Company, some man, already on the brir 
of ruin, with little credit, and no pecuniary .resource 
may throw in such terms as must be accepted, (for tl 
Court must accept the lowest bflfer). His next step will b 
to bring his tender among you, with a view to stimulate son 
worthy fellow, anxious for bread, and possessing wealtl 
friends, to step forward with thofe friends, and take 15-1 
of the ship off his hands, exclusive of a handsome doucei 
made privately to him by some of this worthy fellow's friend 
for singling out him as the object of his paternal solicitude 
Due care is here taken by the Husband to fecure to himsei 
not only the management of the concern, and fingering of ; 
cash, but likewise the cash and concerns of th$ Co^nmandt 
With money drawn from die holders of the 15-16 shan 
he builds his ship, and as a sufficiency must be contributed 
advance by the Owners to enable him to pay the outfit, \ 
thus gets possession of a large sum of money in hand, a: 
takes the usual credit for what is due to the tradesmen w! 
have supplied the ship. He now, with renovated vigoi 
returns to those speculations which had already reduced hi 
to the verge of bankruptcy; and if his decline is not very rap 
he may contrive to spin out prdbably the length of the t^ 
first voyages, receiving as much, and paying as little as pos 
ble, both on account of the Owners and Captain, and, fha 
God! in this country there are ways and means by which n 
tnay at all times secure their persons y at least from the importi 
ate molestation of creditors. At this critical period his Soi 
Sea, bubble bursts,' and it is found that very little of the seco 
outfit, probably even not all of the first, is paid, and none 
the third, though incurred ; and at the. same time that 1 
homeward freight on the- second voyage (the usual sm 
balance excepted) together with the impress on the third, 
received and gone^ leaving^' not a wreck behind*'' 
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Here it is proper to remark, that in anv shipping concern 
the law is, that if, there is only one individual owner holding, 
in that ship a single stick, and who is capable of discharging, 
the debts of the concern, he must pay them to the bst 
farthing, Thia is probably little kno\^n, and less adverted to, 
Among you and your friends — yet, such is the law ; and as 
some late acts of parliament have wisely require4 a faithful 
. register of the names of the owners of every British ship to 
be lodged at the Custom-house, any person having supplied 
such ship with stores or necessaries, and experiencing di£« 
culty in proeuring payment, may, for 2s. 6d. obtain from the 
Custom-nouse a copy of that register, forming a legal docu- 
inent for him to proceed upon against any of the parties he 
inay therein discover to be owners* and whom he may think 
most competent to answer his demand; and, as I have al- 
ready mentioned, if that man is the only competent owne? 
in regard to pecuniary circumstances, he must pay every debt 
of the ship contracted durmg the time he has been an owner. 

Now let us take a view of the tempting situation of the 
concern at this period.-^ All the objections. Gentlemen, which 
bave been made to the statement in my first letter, have been^ 
$18 I e^^pected, in favour of the general result — ^indeed, I have 
no hesitation in avowing, that my object was fully to avail 
myself of the advantage I had, and set those adventures in 
llie strongest possible light, by a calculation not admitting oi 
cavil, exc€fpt on that side most favourable to me ; for a calr 
culation on fair and equitable principles, and on the expe-r 
rience of the service, would, instead of 68,0001. haye left 
my result at least at 100,0001. But I will, notwithstanding, 
(k^^ere to what I first laid down, and take the first ^ost and 
putfit at> a$ before, 30,0001, 

15-16 pstrts of which, a$ the concerns of the Captain's friopds, 
fvill be 28^1251. which, with interest and insnrance on the Ist 
and ^ voya^^, will amount, at the period of the Sd out£t, 
tOw- »• ^39,9lJ 

)Jow, taking jny moderate outfit of 90001. on each of 
diese voyages, and 'admitting that it is found th^ 
husband has. left only half the 2d outfit, and the 
whole of th|; ^d unpaid, the debts of the ship will 
]>e T --- - - ,- - 13,500' 

\m the b^lancp pf height, due by ^he Company on 2d 
voyag|p,say .IP - - - - - - 2,300 

^d there renfia|fis to be added by the Owners of the 15*16, a 

/artlier advance on their concern of - - - - - 11,000 
fpst fp ^e^ online 54 vojr^g^ of 15-16 shar^ * # , 50^5 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



cclxxxvii * 

; And I have already enabled you to trace the operation of 
this additional burthen upon the concern, bending under the 
weight of its oppressions. 

At this dreadful period, however, what will be the situa- 
tion of the poor commander ? — Fifteen or twenty fi"iends may 
little feel even these severe effects of the imprudence and 
improvidence of their engagement with this speculator; but 
the captain's all is gone ; and from, perhaps, easy circum- 
stances, probably comparative affluence, he is at once hurried 
down the precipice, and condemned to toil for many succeed- 
ing_years, very possibly to the decline of life. 

This picture, gentlemen, is not exaggerated. — It will not be 
disallowed by any man that the present system ejrposes both 
owners and commanders to such misfortunes, and I am very 
mu^ concerned to add that you have not solely to guard 
' against the imposing terms and speculative flights of the 
husband, for I have it from the best authority, tha> a tr^des-^ 
man in a certain line, though fully convinced of the destruct- 
ive nature of the late contracts, actually applied to a friend 
to introduce him to a share in some of them, for the purpose 
of supplying the. ship with his article j and I leave you to 
judge of the mode he would adopt to square his accounts at 
the end of the year — ^his friend, after endeavouring, inef- 
fectually> to dissuade him, told him the door of admission 
was always wide open, and that he required no Sir Clement 

CoTTERELL. 

All these mischiefs, however, might be still less to be regret- 
ted, if the consequences of them w.ere confined to the parties 
themselves so becoming owners; but, in this case, the sins 
of the father are visited upon the children; for instances 
have occurred of parents, in the distribution of their pro- 
perty •by will, having bestowed these concerns as specific le» 
gacies to particular children ; and the conseijucnce is, that, 
doubtless contrary to tlie intention of the testator, some of 
his children are in affluence, while the innocent legatees of 
such concerns are left upon the wide world without a 
shilling. 

It is urged, gentlemen, by the advocates for the new sys- 
tem, that the fairness of open competition is undeniable, and 
that they cannot answer for the wild speculations which may 
be built on that system. But I most positively deny that, in 
this<:ase, the competition can, in the most distant degree, be 
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entitled to that character of fairness, wluch, io all other caieSf 
18 attached tp open competition. It has one feature exdu^Tdj 
ks own ; and, until the commanders are rendered independent, 
as they used to be, of the terms on which ships are let to the 
company, it is no fair field for competition, it is only taking 
advantage of your anxiety for employment to pick your pockets 
vnder the specious pretext of public benefit; and for the 
truth of this, I may appeal to the experience of many of 
you. Until you are treated as the man of humanity and 
Iteling would treat you, until you arc released from the 
tervile dependance you now hold on thb wretched system^ 
by the means 1 have suggested in my second letter, the nature 
of this competition must not only be exceptionable in the 
extreme, but the only one a great company ought not U 
udopt. We have heard much of the savings to the company 
and the public from this competition, and there is no man who 
wiM deny that those savings extend to 50,0001. or 6O,0OOL 
per annum, hating heavy losses sustained hy insufficient ships* 
But although the transactions of the public ought to be on the 
strictest principles of economy, they ought at the same time 
to be on a liberal scale. — ^I am a strenuous advocate for the 
system of open competition ; it is the only one which ought 
to be resorted to ; but let it be stripped of this extraneous^ 
crude, and dirty mass which encumbeirs it. In some shape 
or other, it must be allowed, that the company must pay an 
ade4uate compensation to those who export and import dieir 
merchandise. To use a vulgar phrase, they must pay it in 
meal or in malt. Gentlemen, you are, in this case, either the 
meal or the malt ; and I leave it to abler heads than mine, 
abler even than those of its principal advocates in the di- 
rection,, to justify the East India company in maintaining a 
system of shipping, the benefits arising from which they 
must acknowledge to be drawn out of your exertions, to raise 

J ourselves to the honourable independence we all aim at, 
owever difierent our pursuits. I have said that the com- 
pany's savings are undoubted ; and, allowing for extraordinary 
losses arising from bad ships, they may even pocket a cleat 
annual sum of a few thousands. But is the mode adopted 
consistent with the high ground the East India company 
should take ? — As well cgmpare the honourable profits of ge- 
neral commerce to the excrementitious earnings of a night- 
jnan ; and indeed the simile is not inapt between the Ho* 
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nourable United East India company drawing their profits 
ifrom the sweat of your brows, and the nightman his gold 
from the less refined superfluities of your nature. 

Let us not, however, throw indiscriminate censure on the 
direction — Many; gentlemen in that body have, from the first, 
been fully sensible to what point this system tended-, but, i(^ 
there is one black sheep in the whole flock, the fleeces of the 
rest must of necessity in this case imb'-be a dusky hue — for, 
though I pledge myself to prove that the company have paid 
proportionably higher freights under the new system than at 
any period under the old, yet the charges on shipping concerns 
have so far exceede4 those charges twenty years ago, except iti the 
article of insurance, that the losses I have stated have arisen. 
And as this system must be allowed, as I have said, to be 
beneficial to the public, however foul the benefit^ it certainly is 
a very invidious task in any man, as a director,, to oppose such 
public benefit. I have some reason, however, for thinking, 
that the advocates for this system in the direction are reduc« 
ed from the plural to nearly the singular number; and if there 
is still an individual, either in or out of that direction, who, 
in the face of the conviction with which he must be impress- 
ed, can degrade himself $o far as to continue the tool of a 
party of interested men — I envy not his portion of either 
mental comfort or public esteem. Had Pope been now 
writing his Dunciady he would have assigned him the muddy 
honours in the race with Lintot and CurL 

If such an individual, or individuals, have enriched them- 
selves by honourable trafl&c, either here or in India, how can 
they justify it to the world, how to their own consciences, 
that they should dedicate their very existence to the abridge- 
ment among you, of those fair and allowable means to which 
they have been themselves indebted ; and only for the support 
of a system, which their own minds must now revolt at, 
however favourably they might have viewed it some time 
ago ? This is of a piece with the characters we have of late 
years heard of in a neighbouring country, as rising to fame 
and power on the blood and ruin of their fellow-creatures. 
I am far ftom expecting that the observations I~have made 
should have any effect upon such characters : I might as well 
expect they would have the eflfect of alluring the sow from 
her mire, or the crow from his carrion ; for so long as a man 
can entertain such groveling ideas of the foundation on which 
the prosperity of a great company ought to be built, my mi^4 
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can form no resemblance to him^ but in the person who^ fur- 
nished with a leather bag and a short stick, we see daily raking* 
the gutters for the head of an old nail. 

After thus detailing some of the evDs poured out among 
you, from the well-fumished Pandora's box of this system, 
and after thus making some general observations on its' 
nature, it only remains for me to point out some means by 
which it is possible to alleviate, in a small degree, the mise- 
ries flowing from it, tuough I do not pretend to say, that any 
means are practicable, generally speaking. For unnl a system 
of morality shall be emanated from the Divine Being, which 
shall not only embrace, but annihilate, all the failings and 
weaknesses of humanity, I cannot expect that you should be 
exempt from those weaknesses, particularly that one on 
which the proud pre-eminence of this country is built — the 
desire to acquire riches in a fair and honourable way — ^Until, 
Gentlemen, this system of morality can be established, by 
which you may be deprived of the wicked unprincipled de- 
sire of getting bread for your families, which you are now 
actuated by, the present plan ought to be laid on the shelf, 
so far as regards you — for, observe, it is to y(5ur interest 
alone I look.. I am not, in the smallest degree, solicitous 
about the fate of monied men — they will always take care of 
themselves. If you are secured in the just and allowable 
compensation for a life spent in honourable exertions, I shall 
be satisfied. Let them even limit your privileges, if they 
only gvic you that fair play to which every industrious man 
is entitled. At present, if you earn half-a-crown^ the Com- 
pany steps in and claims twenty-nine pence of it. 

The necessity, thus much, and in this manner, of premis- 
ing my remedy, will be readily acknowledged,, when I add^ 
that the success of it depends on the exertion of the patience 
and fortitude of all of you, and on your forbearance to in- 
dulge those dreams of hope naturally enough founded on a 
command. 

The remedy I propose is comprehended in a few words — 
avoid a speculator in tenders, as you would the deadliest 
reptile ; he resembles nothing in nature ; his only likeness is 
that of the arch-fienJ, going about seeking whom he may 
devour. 

You and your friends are the only parties who, under the 
present wretched system, ought to throw in tenders, and in 
order to enable you to do it without injury to yours^lvesi 
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take diis rule; which the experience of near thirty years In 
East India^ as well as other shipping concerns, has furnishe4 
jne with, and which, you may rely upon it, will only produce 
what adventures of tnat precarious nature ought to produce. 
It is this, ascertain with as much precision as possible, the 
expected amount of the nett cost and out-fit at such period 
as you make your tender, and a rate of freight, which will 
produce on the voyage a sum equal to three-fourth parts o£ 
this amount of cost and out-fit, ought to be inserted in your 
tender) any thing under that is a sacrifice out of your trade* 
And in calculating on war contingencies on ships now, or at 
any limc to be, tendered, you ought to take it for granted 
that the company mean to allow only the difference during 
the war, exceeding the very great prices now paid for naval 
stores ; for, although the company, with the usual insidious 
reserve of Leadenhall- street, are studiously inexplicit on this 
point in their advertisements, you may rely upon it that the 
current rate of naval stores will form the foundation for any 
grant they may in future make for contingencies on the snips, 
now, or at any time hereafter, to be tendered. ' 

If they meant otherwise, they would so explain themselves 
in their advertisements ^ but as they lay themselves open for 
t^hdcts at a permanent peace freight, they must be under- 
stood to mean a freight calculated on the present rates during 
the present peace^ of every naval store requisite in those out- 
fits; and as it must be understood in this point of view, it 
folloMpS that, in case of future hostilities, there is very little 
<h^nic of any considerable war contingencies on ships now 
tendered, except in the articles of insurance, guns, and man- 
ning; the prices of every other article of out-fit being at 
present as high as may be reasonably expected during future 
jiostilities. 

It is proper here to observe, that the Ships required by the 
East India Company in their advertisements for the 9th of 
next month, are of a very different description from any 
hitherto taken up fof six or eight voyages. Those required 
now are ships which have been built lor some qme, lying 
dead on the hands of the proprietors, and which, before the 
present advertisements, the owners would have been glad to 
sell at 121. to 15h per ton, ready coppered, with stores and 
every thing belonging to them. The freights, therefore, at 
which such ships, not expressly built for the service, may be 
tendered, can be no criterion for even the freight of irreggj^jr 

[Nn] . 
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or small ships, bmlt and fitted for the purpose, and of course 
you may. expect to see tenders of such ships, at a pretty Um 
rate ; but my rule will still apply in s^certaining the Talue to 
be paid by you and your friends for such ships. 

The company have adopted this plan in order to counter- 
act that of the agents for India-built shipping, who are so soU^ 
citQus, doubtless, for Tcry disinterested motives, to strike at 
our shipping manufacture, the most valuable manufactuie 
we have, and transfer it to India* For even those ships, now 
advertised for, will certainly be superior in every* req)ect to 
India-built ships, manned and fitted as they are* 

I am compelled by the limited privileges of a newspaper 
to compress my sentiments and narrow my arguments, meu 
wise, the field is so wide, that if my usual avocations adimt^ 
ted of it, I should not slnink from the most extended invest 
tigation of the subject ; but having thus pretty well com* 
^ted what I intended, and given you the only practicaUe| 
however fallible, means, of rendering palatable this despic^ 
able mass of corruption you are condemned to exist by, 
having originally takei^ up my pen with the desire of icme a 
jgeneral good, which might ultmiately centre with you, with 
no applause to court, and no profit to seek, it may be allow- 
able in me to mention that 1 have already met with a lugh 
reward. 

I have the best reasons. Gentlemen, for knowing tjbat my 
representations have had the effect of saving thousands to 
many— K>f even saving many from utter destrucdon. If there 
are any who, confident in their ovni superior abilities and 
knowledge, want faith in my calculations, and are dissatisfied 
with any thing short of experience, it would be the height 
of presumption in me to oppose my short-lived experience to 
theirs, and I cannot object to any'mode they may think most 
elidble for the acquisition of wisdom. 

But if there are others who hesitate to proceed, and pro- 
bably will ultimately quit the pursuit in consequence of what 
I have said, J beg them to believe, that if they do, I shall 
Ihink, when I pay the debt of nature, that the clod will lie 
lighter on my breast* 

I have only now to add, that although it is not my wish to 
give offence, yet, as I have no idea of sacrificing a tittle of 
my subject to avoid giving that offence, it is possible I may 
have spoken ^o plain as to awaken the attention of certain 
f ramers and supporters of this vile system^ and, though un- 
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veiling to have my name held up to the public at the foot c 
this address, I am equally unwilling to shelter myself behin 
an anonymous signature. 

The Editor of this Paper* is therefore furnished with th 
means of satisfying such inquiries as have not for their has: 
impertinent curiosity. 

Although I have at present no idea of renewing this subjec 
yet I shall keep myself open to defend any thing I have writtei 
or attack the arguments of an opponent.— -I beg leave to cor 
elude with repeating my first position, that public good ca 
never le founded on private wrongs and am with regard, and wit 
a deej^ sense of feeling for your situations^ 
Gentlemen, 

Yours« &€• 

NOOWNER, 
Idmdm, Riruarj/ 22, 1803. 

f Tnit drUoi^ 
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No. XXIX. 



A Sketch of the numerous Classes of the* Emg's Subject^ 
whose Trades are connected with, and uf some Degree 
dependent upon, the Building, Equipment, and Emploj- 
ment of British Shipping, &c. 



** The great trade of fishing imploying so many men and ships ai jeo, 
** must likewise necessarily maintaine as great a number of tradesmen and 
'* artizans on land, as s])inners, and hempwinders to cables, cordage, yame 
** twine for netts and unes, weavers to xnake saile doathes, cecive, packers, 
** lollers, dressers, and cowchers to sort, and make the herring lawful mer- 
*' chandize, tanners to tanne their sailes and netts, coopers to make caskes, 
** block, and bowlemakers for shippes, keelemen, and labourers for carrying 
** and removing their fish, sawyers for plankes, carpenters, shipwri^ts, 
* smithes, carmen, boatemaiv brewers, bakers, and a number of others, 
** whereof many are maimed persons and unfit to be otherwise imployed, 
*^ besides the maintenance of all their severall wives and children and 
•* families.*' Extract from Sir John Borroughs* very valuable Tract ** On 
the Sovreignty of the British Seas," which was written in U 633.— See 
Edition, 1651, which is now scarce. 1806. 



A Shiprowjter, in 
order to liuild a 
ship, must neces- 
sarily employ 



The Ship-builder. " 



'Who derives his knowledge from the Arts and SciencMb 
And who, in the construction of the > 
ship, gives employment to ^ 

The shipwright, "J 

The 3^, (andthesegiveea- 

The joiner, I couragement to Manufactuffeti 

l^ blacksmith, 3 

The Baltic merchant for tar, pitch, 
iron, and other stores imported 
from abroad, which gives encou- 
ragement to 

The Canada merchant for timber, 
&c. which encourages the 

The copper merchant and copper- 
smith, for copper, bolts, &c 

The iron master, for iron Imees, &c. 

The dealers in old rope, for oakum, 
which is generally made by infirm 
and old persons who are incapable 

^ of labonous employment 



Shipping. 

Loyal Colonic 

A^es. 
Foundries. 

industrious Poor. 
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The Iftuit aad 
Block Maker. 



TheSail-maken 



The Rope-maker. ' 



TheShip<haiidler. 



^The Baltic merchant, for masts, &c. Shipping, 
The West-India merchant, lignum 

vitaB,&c Colonies. 

The landed interest, for elm f6r 

pumps, &c Agriculture, «ci 

1 Kt manufacturers of varnish, &c. Manufactures. 
LThcjoupevmen block-makers. . . . 
The sail-cloth manufactoria for 

canvas .,.., Manufactures. 

The roi)e-maker for bolt rope. ... 
The twine spinner for twine,lines, j 

_,^c. f Shipping and B 

The Baltic merchant for tar, flax, t venue. 

hemp, &c. 1 

,The journeymen sail-makers .... ' 

^The Baltic merchant for hemp, tar, > Shipping and 

_, ^,* •••»•.••••• ) Revenue. 

1 he blacksmith for iron implements > Do. and , 
The iron wheel-maker for wheels. . V Manufactures 

The carpenter for sledges 

;.Thejdurfieymah rope-maker. . , . . , 
fTo the manufacturers of ivory- 

black, whitelead, &c Manufacturet. 

To the brush-maker for brushes, &c. Mechanics. 
To the turner for bowls, platters, 

spoons, &c Do/ 

To the broom-makers for brooms! ! 

To the manufacturers of hoi-n, &c. Do. 

To the hardwareman forshovels, &c. Manufactures. 

To the twine-spinner X)o. 

To the needle-maker for needles '[ Do! ' 

To the wire-maker for wire Dp 

To the potter.. Potteries. 

To the scale-maker for steelyards. . Manufactures. 
To the lead merchant for sounding 

leads, sheet lead f Do. 

To thelamp-mak. for binnacle lamps 
To the time-glass-maker for time- 

^g^ Do. 

To the tinman for lanthorns, spea^ 

ing trumpets, copper pumps; 

*&c. .. :.. Do. 

To the iron founder for cannon and 

^^^^ Manufactufti. 

Tothegunpowder-makerfbrpowder Do. 
To the gunsmith for muskets, pis- 

tol»»«c* Do. 

To the locksmith Do. 

To the sword-cutlers for cutlasses. . Dp. 
To the mathematical instruqieiit- 

maker for compasses, quadrants, 

and sextants ; j^ 

Tq the manufacturers of bunting 

colours, &c.,...,.,, ; Dq, 

To the ironmonger for fish-hooks, 

nails, pump-tacks. Set Dq^ 

JX9 U»« ka4. shot-|2^ker for b^U^u p«. 
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^To the leather-seller for sheep skinsy 
for hides 



theShiiMJiandlcr. i '^^ ^^^ iron-monger and hardware- 
*^^^^^ man for marlm-spikes, &c. .... 



•^ . . Manufactures* 



Do. 



The Boat-builder. 



The Plumber. 

The Glazier and 
Painter. 



Ilie Cooper. 



TIjc Tallow Chan- 
d^. 



To the Baltic merchants for pitch, } Shipping and 

. tar, rosin. &c ?••••> Revenue. 

To the Baltic merchant for wains- 

cwt, tar, and pitch • • Do. 

ITo the land-holder for oak and elm, 

C &c » Agriculture, &c. 

To the lead merchant for lead, &c» Minct^ 
CThe glass manufacturer for glass • • Manufactures. 

S The oil nunu£acturers for oil « Fisheries. 

CThe colour-maker for colours, &c. Manufactures. 

fTo the Baltic merchant for staves,^ 
iron ( Shipping and 
To the Canada merchant for ditto, f Revenue, 
wood ) 
To the hoop bender for wood, hoops, 
&c ..... Agriculture, &c. 

5 To the Baltic merchant for tsdlow Shipping &Rev. 
To the West-India merchant for 
cotton • • . Colonies. 
To the tallow melter for tallow, &c. Manufactures. 



The Grocer. 

The Coal Mer- 
chant. 

The Butcher. 

The Baker. 



1 



Colonies and 
Revenue. 



To the sugar baker » cu:^^:^^ 

To the West-India merchant f %^^?^^: 

To the Mediterrahean and Portu- 
guese merchants 

TTo the proprietors of coal mines . , 

< To lightermen, Ice • • . ^ Shipping, &c. 

( To bargemen, &c. ; • ) 

To the farmer, grazier, &c Agriculture, &c; 

j To the miller for flour, &c > j. 

{ To the farmer for peas, Ice. ...... J 

The Cheesemonger To the farmer for butter and cheese 

TTo the maltster for malt , • . . 7 

I To the hop merchant for hops .... J 

The Brewer. •< To the back maker for backs Manufacture!* 

I To the cooper for easks .......... Do. 

LTo the copper-smith for coppers, &c". Do. 
The Brazier. To the coppersmith for copper, &c. Mines. 



Do. 

Do. 



Ih addition to the various classes above described, might be added the 
numerous persons emplovedin the subordinate branches of the different 
trades, &c. enumerated, out which is not considered necessary to shew the 
importance of thip-bnUding to the empire, as a manufacture of the fint 
impression ; not only from, the employment which it affords, and the en- . 
couragemeat it ^ves to national industry, but from it producing the only 
real dtfence on which the country can rely for its protection and support, at 
an independent nation. 

The ship being built and equipped for sea, the guidance of that won- 
derful macnine through the trackless ocean depends upon a knowledge of 
the science of astronomy and of aatheinatics, together with a practical 
knowledge of the management acnd manoeuvres it is capable of performing, 
which can only be obtained by practice and experience, from whence 
arises the uipenority md eicdU«BCt of JMkh$9»mBi but which d^eode 
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upon the employment of the ship in traasporting merchandise and ms 
tures from one part of the globe to another, and is usually call< 
carrying trade^ though Dr. Adam Smith has described it as " A beggarli 
if this expression was used by its author for the inadequate return ol 
for capital employed in British shipping, he was correct ; but if he 
to convey that no beTieficial effects resulted to the nation from the© 
ment of jBritish shipping, he was as incorrect as he is in many other p 
his work, to which may be attributed, if the present temporising syt 
gratuitous concessions to neutral nations is persevered iO| the ultei^ 
whiiaiion of the naval power of Great Britaiiu 
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